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In 1947, a smiling and then dark-haired Bud Wilkinson strode 
on to the University of Oklahoma football scene as Jim Tatum's 
replacement as head coach. Now, on the threshold of his 14th 
season, Bud is recognized as the dean of college football coaches 
and is the winningest! coach in America. 











Many of the men who have written the story of football at the University of Oklahoma under 
Bud Wilkinson are pursuing their chosen professions all over the globe, though most of them settled 
in that area from which the school has always drawn its talent. It is to the players who were so 
inspired and so dedicated ... to the coaches under Bud Wilkinson who gave the leadership, direc- 
tion and inspiration . . . to the administrators of the University who, in wisdom and foresight, gave 
full support to the plans and dream . .. to the alumni and friends whose unwavering enthusiasm has 
made the story even brighter .. . to all of these, this story of unprecedented accomplishment in foot- 


ball is dedicated. This is a record of an athletic history which may never be duplicated. 


YEAR GAMES AND SCORES POST SEASON TOTALS 
— —_— 
1947 DETROIT U. TEXAS ASM TEXAS KANSAS T.C.U. ) 1OWA ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI NEBRASKA OKLA. A&M 
24-20 26-14 14-34 13-13 _ 7-20 | 27-9 27-13 21-12 14-13 21-13 8-1-1 
~~ , _——— 
1948 «=SANTA CLARA TEXAS A&M ~~ TEXAS KANSAS ST. T.CU, 1OWA ST. MISSOURI NEBRASKA KANSAS OKLA. A&M Sugar Bowl 
, . Wad 42-14 20-14 42-0 21-18 33-6 41-7 41-14 60-7 19-15 OU 14, No. Cor. & 10-1 
1949 BOSTON COLL, TEXAS A&M TEXAS KANSAS NEBRASKA IOWA ST. KANSAS ST. MISSOURI SANTA CLARA OKLA. A&M Sugar Bowl 
46-0 33-13 20-14 48-26 48-0 34-7 39-0 27-7 . 28-21 41-0 OU 35, LSU 0 11-0 
ts, 
1950 BOSTON COLL. TEXAS AEM TEXAS KANSAS ST. IOWA ST. COLORADO KANSAS MISSOURL “NEBRASKA OKLA. ABM Sugor Bowl 
28-0 34-28 14-13 58-0 20-7 27-18 33-13 “41-7 49-35 41-14 OU 7, Kentucky 13 10-1 
1951 WM. & MARY TEXAS A&M TEXAS KANSAS COLORADO KANSAS ST. MISSOURI JOWA ST. NEBRASKA OKLA. A&M 
49-7 7-14 7-9 33-21 55-14 33-0 34-20 35-6 27-0 41-6 8-2 
1952 COLORADO PITTSBURGH TEXAS KANSAS KANSAS ST. JOWA ST. NOTRE DAME MISSOURI NEBRASKA OKLA. A&M 
21-21 49-20 49-20 42-20 49-6 41-0 21-27 47-7 34-13 54-7 8-1-1 
1953. NOTRE DAME PITTSBURGH TEXAS KANSAS COLORADO KANSAS ST. MISSOURI JOWA ST. NEBRASKA OKLA. A&M Orange Bowl 
21-28 7-7 19-14 45-0 27-20 34-0 14-7 47-0 30-7 42-7 OU 7, Maryland 0 9-1-1 
1954 CALIFORNIA T.C.U. TEXAS KANSAS KANSAS ST. COLORADO [OWA ST.; MISSOURI NEBRASKA OKLA. ABM 
27-13 21-16 14-7 65-0 21-0 13-6 40-0 34-13 55-7 14-0 10-0 
1955 NO. CAROLINA PITTSBURGH TEXAS KANSAS COLORADO KANSAS ST. MISSOURI IOWA ST. NEBRASKA OKLA. A&M Orange Bowl 
13-6 26-14 20-0 44-6 56-21 40-7 20-0 52-0 41-0 53-0 OU 20, Maryland 6 11-0 
1956 NO. CAROLINA KANSAS ST, TEXAS KANSAS NOTRE DAME COLORADO IOWA ST. MISSOURI NEBRASKA OKLA. A&M 
. 36-0 66-0 45-0 34-12 40-0 27-19 44-0 67-14 54-6 53-0 10-0 
1957s PITTSBURGH 1OWA ST. TEXAS KANSAS COLORADO KANSAS ST, MISSOURI! NOTRE DAME NEBRASKA OKLA, ST. Orange Bowl 
26-0 40-14 21-7 47-0 14-13 13-0 39-14 0-7 32-7 53-6 OU 48, Duke 21 10-1 
1958 4 =W. VIRGINIA OREGON TEXAS KANSAS KANSAS ST. COLORADO OWA ST. MISSOURI NEBRASKA OKLA, ST. Orange Bowl 
47-14 6-0 14-15 43-0 40-6 23-7 20-0 39-0 40-7 7-0 OU 21, Syracuse 6 10-1 
1959 NORTHWESTERN COLORADO TEXAS MISSOURI KANSAS NEBRASKA KANSAS ST. ARMY IOWA ST. OKLA. ST. 
13-45 42-12 12-19 23-0 7-6 21-25 36-0 28-20 35-12 7-7 7-3 
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Oklahoma Football : 1947 to1960 


VolIney Meece, researcher, writer 
and editor of this publication, has 
been a sports writer on The Daily 
Oklahoman and Oklahoma City Times 
for the past 10 years and Times sports 
columnist the last six. He is a grad- 
uate of Tonkawa High School, North- 
ern Oklahoma Junior College and the 
University of Oklahoma. He is ac- 
tive in the work of the Football 
Writers Association of America and 
is a past director of that organization. 





Bill Bryan, originator of this publi- 
cation and in charge of advertising, 
production and distribution, is the 
dean of Oklahoma sportscasters. Ac- 
tive in radio sports reporting for 20 
years, he will be doing OU play-by- 
plays for the fourth season. He is 
sport director of KTOK, Oklahoma 
City, a member of the Oklahoma City 
All-Sports Association and past presi- 
dent of the State Junior Chamber of 
Commerce. 


Art Director, Bob Jacobson, Graphic Art Center. Printing, Globe Color Press, Type, Yan Francis Typesetting Co. Special acknowledgement and 
thanks to Harold Keith and Addie Lee Borker, University of Oklahoma sports publicity and to LOOK magazine. Cover picture of Mr. Wilkinson 
by John Gumm. Stadium picture by A. Y. Owen. 
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Standard Humpty Dumpty, pioneers in Supermar- meats, dewey fresh fruits and vegetables, and a com- 


ket's promotion of sporting events, brought the 1958 plete selection of ‘Top of the Crop" Food Club canned 
pro-football ‘Grocery Bowl" to Oklahoma, with the De- foods and juices! 

troit Lions-Philadelphia Eagles clash in Owen Stadium, 
Saturday, Sept. 13th, 1958. Standard Humpty Dumpty 


Yes, we sponsor football, but more important... 


Standard Humpty Dumpty caters to the varying tastes 


co-sponsored the more recent Lions-Eagle pro-game in and appetites of millions of healthy and happy Okla- 


Norman, with the Oklahoma City All Sports Association! 


homa Sports Fans! 


And in the field of Food Merchandising, Standard 
Humpty Dumpty has long served the people of Okla- s/+ AN DAR ODO 


homa by supplying the finest government inspected 





Scoreboard 





Oklahoma 24 Detroit si 20 
Oklahoma 26 Texas A&M 14 
Oklahoma 14 Texas 34 
Oklahoma 13 Kansas 13 
Oklahoma 7 Texas Christian 20 
Oklahoma 27 lowa State 9 
Oklahoma 27 Kansas State 13 
Oklahoma 21 Missouri 12 
Oklahoma 14 Nebraska 13 
Oklahoma 21] Oklahoma A&M 13 

194 7-2-1 161 








B. BURRIS © WALLACE 
TEAM—Shored Big Six championship with Kansas; Received, but turned down, bids to Gator, Sun, Harbor 
ond Alamo Bow!ls. 


INDIVIDUAL—Guard Buddy Burris made All-America; Dave Wallace ran career conversion record to 
54 of 64 for a percentage of 84.4, compared to Raphael Boudreau's school record of 85 percent. 





Co-Captains 





- 


Jim Tyree, Oklahom City, and Wade 
Walker, Gastonia, N.C. 


Sooner Assistants 


Gomer Jones, Bill Jennings, Walter Har- 
gesheimer, Dutch Fehring, Cliff Matthews 
and Lou Hemerda. 


Team Roster 


Allsup, Johnny HB 151 Matador, Texas Martin, J. L. G 183 Norman 
Anderegg, Dan HB 162 Fredericksburg, Texas Mays, Ed E 168 Wharton, Texas 
Anderson, Frank G 182 Oklahoma City McNabb, Norman G Norman 


180 
Andros, Dee G 209 Oklahoma City Mitchell, Jack QB 175 Arkonsas City, Kan. 
Bell, Dow HB 165 Gainesville, Texas Morris, Bill T 214 Oklahoma City 
Bodenhamer, Bob T 195 Waurika Owens, Jim E 190 Oklahoma City 
Brewer, George HB 174 Lubbock, Texas Paine, Charles G 175 Enid 


Burris, Buddy G 213 Muskogee . 
Cutsinger, Bob FB 209 Norman Rar awe t G oar eae 


Davis, Eddy FB 195 Muskogee ‘tes 
Dinkins, Merle € 190 Blackwell a Rae see ES Eble, Tent 


Fisclear, ey fa mn gee. Rapacz, John € 224 Kalamazoo, Mich. 


Goad, Bobby 168 Muskogee Remy, Bill HB | 165 | Norman 
Greathouse, Myrle FB 177 Amarillo, Texas Royal, Darrell HB 163 Hollis 

Hale, Earl T 202 Markham, Texas Sarratt, Charley HB 173 Belton, S.C. 
Harp, Laddie HB 178 Fairview Sharp, Basil Cc 197 Pawnee 

Heape, Gene E 19] Nowoata Steinberger, Calvin QB 155 Houston, Texas 
Hoofnagle, Bud E 183 York, Pa. Thomas, George HB 172 Fairland 
Husak, John G 212 Curwensville, Pa. Tillman, Pete Cc 196 Mangum 
Jackson, Dick E 189 Phillips, Texas Tipps, Ken E 189 Oklahoma City 
Jones, Buddy QB 165 Holdenville Trotter, Nute G 217 Borger, Texas 


Kreick, Ed FB 194 Milwaukee, Wis. Tyree, Jim E RF Oklahoma City 


Lambeth, Bill HB 168 Maud Walker, Wade bi Gastonia, N.C. 
Lebow, Berald B 164 Okmulgee Wallace, Dave * HB 173. Oklahoma City 
Manley, Willie B 194 Hollis West, Stanley G 234 Enid 


Marcum, Delton T 195 Ada Wright, Truman T 217 Houston, Texas 
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Only Texas and TCU Handle Wilkinson’s Sooners—Kansas 
Shares Conference Honors—Buddy Burris All-America 


Oklahoma 24, Detroit 20 


Harold Keith, veteran University of Oklahoma sports 
publicity director, recalls going into the dressing room 
where the Sooners were preparing for their September 
26 opener before 24,375 fans at Detroit University. He 
saw Bud Wilkinson and Gomer Jones sitting on a bench, 
obviously worried. The reason: It was their first game 
as bosses of Big Red fortunes. 

Bud and Gomer had reason to worry. It took the 
six-point place-kicking spree of Dave Wallace and 117- 
yard running of quarterback Jack Mitchell to wrest a 
24-20 decision from the Detroits, who split Sooner de- 
fenses with two long, lightning-like plays to stay close. 

With fullback Eddy Davis absent because of wounds, 
Mitchell and left halfback Darrell Royal shared most 
of the ball-lugging as OU pounded 67 yards in the first 
quarter, Mitch scoring on a sneak from the two and 
Wallace converting for a 7-0 lead with 9:10 played. 

Five plays later, Titan right half Jack Kurkowski 
turned a dive play into a 56-yard touchdown romp and 
Detroit pulled alongside with John O’Leary’s placement. 

Oklahoma came within three yards of dissolving the 
tie early in the second quarter but, after Detroit held, 
Kenneth Parker plopped on an O'Leary fumble at the 
Titan 24. Misfortune struck again as a backfield in 
motion penalty wiped out Mitchell’s two-yard scoring 
jaunt, but Wallace whacked home a field goal from the 
13 for a 10-7 advantage. 

Eight plays afterward, Mitchell fielded a punt, feinted 
a handoff and ambled 60 yards down the sideline to the 
score which made it 17-7 when Wallace goaled. 

Detroit bounced back early in the second half after 
Mitchell, rushed badly, lateraled wild to a Titan. Full- 
back Len Ritoff ripped the middle and went 49 yards to 
the double stripe with O’Leary toeing the deficit down 
to 17-14. 





George Brewer is upset by a pair of Kansans. 


Late in round No. 3, an O’Leary punt was partially 
blocked and OU took over on the Titan 29. The Sooners 
had to make up a five-yard fine but did so as Mitchell 
wenf 15, one and nine and Royal eight to the one, from 
where Charley Sarratt stepped in. Wallace made it 
24-14 with 18 minutes to play. 

The lead was safe until late in the last stanza when 
Detroit rolled 62 yards and sent fullback Mike Kays- 
serian over right tackle to score from the two. The 
extra point was blocked. 


Oklahoma 26, Texas A&M 14 


A tactic which was to become an Oklahoma trade- 
mark, alternating two lines to wear down a reserveless 
foe, was tested successfully as the Sooners stomped from 
eight points behind to topple Texas A&M, 26-14, to the 
delight of 30,000 Owen Stadium on-lookers October 4. 

The Sooners opened strong, swirling 63 yards as 
Sarratt streaked 19 and Mitchell 18 before Mitch flipped 
an 18-yard touchdown strike to right end Bobby Goad. 
Dave Wallace’s kick was blocked. 

Late in the first period, Junior Thomas’ bobble was 
corralled by the Aggies on OU’s 34. Tailback James 
Cashion’s 19-yard pass to end Norton Higgins carried to 
the nine and fullback Ed Dusek drilled over from the 
two, Ballentine booting the go-ahead extra point. 

A 10-yard Darrell Royal punt put the T-Ags in busi- 
ness at the Sooner 29 early in the second heat. Bob 
Goode wheeled around end for 14 and then Hollwig 
covered the remaining distance on a pass to Cotton Howell. 
Ballentine boosted the Cadets’ advantage to 14-6. 

OU launched its counter attack from the Sooner 43. 
Thomas tripped through right tackle and cut back for 
24 yards. Then Royal, heading right, lateralled to 
Mitchell, who crazy-legged his way through three traps 
on a 33-pace touchdown trek. Wallace’s placement lifted 
the OUs to within one point of a tie at halftime. 

Rapacz’ recovery of a fumble on the 12 ended a 
threat by the rested Cadets early in the third quarter. 
Then Big Jawn recovered a loose ball on the T-Ag 44. 
Mitchell tossed to end Jim Tyree for 12 to the 19 and 
Mitchell meandered 16 to the three, from which point 
Thomas sneaked across to vault OU out front, 19-14, al- 
though Wallace missed the placekick. 

Mitchell put on one of his infrequent aerial exhibi- 
tions to net the victory-clinching touchdown in the final 
period, OU's 47-yard, six-play foray starting with General 
Jack’s 13-yard pitch to end Jim Owens and ending with 
his 24-yard flip to halfback George Brewer. Wallace 
then made it 26-14. 


Texas 34, Oklahoma 14 


The vast majority of Oklahoma’s football faithful 
have forgotten just what transpired in the Cotton Bowl 
October 11, but they’ll long remember the name of Jack 
Sisco. He’s the referee who became Oklahoma’s Public 
Enemy No. 1 after the Sooners and Steers staged their 
own version of the “long count” controversy on pillow and 
pop bottle-throwing day in Dallas. 

For the record, Texas triumphed, 34-14, and later 
demonstrated it probably was no fluke by riding the 
good right arm of Bobby Layne to a 9-1 record and 27-7 
victory over Alabama in the Sugar Bowl. But OUers will 
always insist Sisco, not Layne, was the Longhorns’ most 
valuable performer that October afternoon. 

The 1946 Red River vendetta had produced a 20-13 
win for Texas and it appeared another barnburner was 
unfolding as the teams traded six-pointers at the start. 
UTer Byron Gillory loped 13 yards on a statue of lib- 


erty maneuver but the OUs slashed 47 yards to tie it 
up with Jack Mitchell sliding across from the three, Dave 
Wallace tying a 7-all knot with his toe. 

That set the stage. As intermission approached, 
Texas trekked 57 yards to the three. On second down, 
Randall Clay received the gang-tackle, no-gain treat- 
ment and Big Red rooters rejoiced because the stadium 
clock, official timepiece, indicated time had elapsed. 


However, Sisco rushed in, arms waving, and said 
Texas had called time out with three seconds left. On 
the bonus try, Jim Canady cracked the OU line, which 
cracked back. Canady lost the ball, which hit a Sooner’s 
arm and dribbled to the ground. An alert Steer re- 
trieved and lateralled to Clay, who zipped six yards 
through confused defenders to score. 

OU’s Bud Wilkinson rushed to officials when the 
half finally ended and claimed Clay’s knee had been on 
the ground. But the 14-7 tally stood and the game 
continued. 

The Sooners, desperately playing catch-up, were 
thwarted by three ball-losing fumbles and eight penalties 
which cost them 68 yards. One fine nixed a 71-yard 
goalward thrust. Another set off the biggest explosion 
since Hiroshima. 

The call in question came in the fourth quarter 
after Junior Thomas and Jack Mitchell had collaborated 
on an 80-yard scoring lateral-run to trim Texas’ lead 
to 21-14. The Steers promptly marched from their 16 
to deep in OU territory. Then a Layne pass was picked 





off and the Sooners apparently had their chance to shoot 
for a tie. But holding was called on OU, nullifying the 
interception, and when Texas drove in to score the 28-14 
tally, Sooner fans showered cushions and bottles onto 
the field. 

After the game, fans charged toward Sisco, who 
decked his first challenger with one punch. A Texas 
Highway Patrol car carried Sisco to safety before more 
violence occurred. 


Oklahoma 13, Kansas 13 


Oklahoma and Kansas failed to settle supremacy 
of the Big Six in their showdown struggle at Norman 
October 18, fencing to a 13-13 standoff in front of an 
Owen Stadium record throng of 34,700. 

In the meeting of defending co-champions, the Soon- 
ers posted yardage edges of 227-102 on the ground and 
109-81 in the airlanes. The Oklahomans wiped out a 
6-0 deficit in the second quarter but later blew a 13-6 
lead, after which both clubs frittered away a gilt-edged 
scoring opportunity. 

Kansas applied the brakes to a 60-yard OU offen- 
sive late in the initial round and promptly punched 80 
yards to score in 11 plays. Prize halfback Ray Evans 
kept things boiling by ripping off short hunks of ground, 
then rocked the Sooners with KU'’s so-called “whammy” 
play. Back to pass, Evans feinted left but reversed 
right and made 25 to OU’s 35. 

Then came the only aerial of the march, Evans toss- 
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ing down the gut to end Otto Schnellbacher on the 19. 
After Evans netted 16 lengths on three shots, teammate 
Frank Pattee hit left tackle to score from the three. The 
conversion try failed. 

The Big Red boomed out front before halftime after 
halfback Charley Sarratt recovered a Tom Scott fumble 
on KU’s 41. Thomas gobbled up 25 yards running left 
end but he, George Brewer and Darrell Royal got the 
remaining 16 paces the hard way. Royal strained across 
from six inches out and Dave Wallace lifted the Soon- 
ers ahead at 7-6. 


Just before intermission, a KU drive to the Sooner 
four was blunted by a bad snap from center, When play 
resumed, the Sooners got the kickoff out to the 30. 
Brewer tried the left flank twice and gained to mid- 
field, Then Sarratt shot an aerial to Mitchell, who 
made the grab on the 15 behind a receiver and rambled 
across. Wallace's boot was wide, and OU was through 
scoring. 

Kansas snared a tie with a 52-yard, eight-play ad- 
vance in the fourth quarter, doing most of the damage 
with wide-open plays. Key clout came when Red Hogan 
passed to end Dave Schmidt, who lateralled to halfback 
Forrest Griffith on a 24-yard strike to the Sooner 28. 
Later, a Lynne McNutt to Evans flip gained 12 to the 
18 and Evans tossed to Cliff McDonald for 13 to the five. 


Evans was limited to one, but Griffith fled around 
the left side to score from the four. With the conference 
co-championship depending on him, lineman Don Fam- 
brough kicked the extra point. 


Texas Christian 20, Oklahoma 7 


Oklahoma’s passing was Texas Christian's best weapon 
as the Horned Frogs shocked the Sooners, and 26,000 
fans, 20-7, in Owen Stadium October 25, 


Perhaps a mite pass-happy after amassing 196 yards 
in the win over Texas A&M and tie with Kansas, the 
Sooners fired away 13 times. They completed four. 
TCU intercepted five. 


Proceedings were especially hectic in the first half, 
into which all the scoring was jammed. OU passed six 
times and had four intercepted, two of the thefts leading 
to touchdowns. The Sooners fumbled the ball away 
tiwce before intermission, too. 


Dutch Meyer's Horned Frogs didn't need help to 
get their 7-0 touchdown, powering 68 yards in 10 plays 
with 205-pound fullback Pete Stout and little Lindy 
Berry, the tailback, pacing the procession. 


Stout covered the first 11 yards and last five. In 
between, Berry rifled completions to Stout for 11, Dave 
Bloxom for eight and end Morris Bailey for 27.  Pit- 
cock's conversion followed Stout’s buck with 11:40 elapsed. 


As the first round was about to expire, OU quarter- 
back Jack Mitchell threw a pass into the flat. Bailey 
intercepted, steamed to the west sideline to pick up a 
convoy and capered 51 yards to the end zone. Pitcock 
kicked it up to 14-0 with 14:25 gone. 

Oklahoma flexed its muscles for the only time after 
a 10-yard punt veered out on TCU’s 48. The march re- 
quired 10 plays. George Brewer bounced around left 
end for 15 and a double reverse that had Charley Sar- 
ratt on the business end gained 11 more.  Sarratt 
traveled from the 11 to two on one trip but it wasn’t 
until three plays later he counted from the one. 

J. L. Martin, reserve guard who was subbing for 
ailing Dave Wallace, tacked on the seventh point to 
trim TCU’s lead in half nine minutes before halftime. 

There was still time for Dame Fortune to scowl at 
the Sooners again, however. Darrell Royal, passing from 
his 30 with a minute to go, was slapped on the arm by 


( HB George Thomas dances by a Kansas defender. 


1947 


Froggie tackle George Brown. The ball barely made 
the line of scrimmage, where Bailey claimed possession. 

He ran 22 yards to the eight to all but slam the 
coffin door in OU's face. Berry lost five but Stout 
crashed nine and then, on fourth down, scored from 
the one, 

There was no more scoring, in fact not much of any- 
thing going on, as the Sooners had “only” one more pass 
intercepted. The OUers managed a 169-93 margin in 
rushing but trailed in passing yardage, 64-30, 


Oklahoma 27, lowa State 9 


November I was a crucial day in the coaching life 
of Charles Burnham Wilkinson. 

His first team staggered against Iowa State with 
a disappointing 2-2-1 record. Ace center John Rapacz 
was out with an injured neck. Bud, highly unhappy 
about his Sooners’ sloppy ball-handling in the previous 
week's loss to Texas Christian, had juggled the lineup. 

In the starting backfield, Darrell Royal was at quar- 
terback, Buddy Jones and Johnny Allisup at the halves 
and Myrle Greathouse at fullback. And Earl Hale 
opened at tackle. 

The chips were down and it looked at the outset as 
if OU had rolled snake eyes. In the first quarter, Iowa 
State covered an Allsup fumble and hopped off to a 
3-0 lead on tackle Harley Rollinger’s 37-yard, from-an- 
angle fieldgoal. 

That seemed to shock the Big Red giant awake. 
Before halftime, OU had a 14-3 lead and, although Abe 
Stuber's Cyclones had the Sooners spinning chasing down 
short punt and T maneuvers, a 27-9 victory was in the 
making. 

The Wilkinsons snatched the lead suddenly. Royal 
arranged it by pinning the Iowans in a deep hole with 
a 65-yard punt. When fullback Ray Klootwyk fumbled, 
Royal grabbed the ball in mid-air and sprinted 13 yards 
to score. Dave Wallace kicked the 7-3 point. 

Late in the first half, Junior Thomas intercepted a 
pass, craftily used an official as a screen and broke free 
for a 48-yard journey to the I-State 22. And when an 
irate Iowan spoke naughtily to the official, the resulting 
15-yard fine moved OU to the seven. George Brewer 
blasted into scoring territory and Wallace made it 14-3 
only 30 seconds before break time. 


State tossed a fright Soonerward by working down 
to the OU six but the homelings held to keep the third 
round scoreless. Then the Sooners wrapped it up with 
an 85-yard rouser. Thomas hustled through the right 
side a dozen yards, then lateraled to fullback Ed Kreick, 
who made a shoestring snatch, straightened and lumbered 
the rest of the way to the promised land. Again Wal- 
lace goaled. 

The Cyclones’ Webb Halbert suckered the Sooners, 
58 yards worth, on a fake pass to set up State’s touch- 
down. A roughing fine also helped the Iowans, who 
counted on a short shot from Ron Norman to Bob 
Jensen. Buddy Burris blocked Rollinger’s placement. 

Just before the go-home hour, Brewer worked free 
on a reverse and strutted 41 yards to push the final read- 
ing in the all-important, season-turning triumph to 27-9. 

The Sooners took a 231-210 beating in rushing but 
led in passing, 72-59, as they hit a third of their 15 tries. 


Oklahoma 27, Kansas State 13 


The best fight a Kansas State team ever put up 
against Bud Wilkinson's legions at Manhattan was wit- 
nessed by only 8,000 Wildcat fans as the Sooners needed 
fine performances from Buddy Jones and George Brewer 
to overwhelm the pass-crazy Cats, 27-13, on November 8. 

There was little indication of trouble to come as 
OU opened a 7-0 gap after tackle Homer Paine pounced 
on an early fumble at the K-State 38. Seven plays were 
needed, the big one beitig Brewer’s 15-yard pickup. 
Brewer punched in from the two and, when Dave Wal- 
lace’s conversion made it 7-0 with only five minutes gone, 


it looked like easy sledding. 

However, Cat quarterback Dana Atkins lobbed a 
long pass to Clarence Branch, who took it on the 20 
and outmaneuvered Darrell Royal in completing a 46- 
yard scoring play that trimmed OU’s lead to 7-6 only 
2:55 later. Del Ehret missed the boot which would have 
tied it up. 

In the second stanza, linebacker John Rapacz stopped 
a Wildcat threat by intercepting a pass near his goal 
and rolling out to the 28. Jaunts of 15 yards by both 
Brewer and Jones featured a 72-yard drive capped by 
Brewer's four-pace scoring shot. Wallace kicked it up 
to 14-6 7:40 before the half. 

Late in the third round, the Sooners rolled 93 yards 
to open a safe, 21-6 gap. The payoff was a 44-yard pass 
thrown by Royal and caught over the shoulder by end 
Jim Tyree as he crossed the Cat 10. Wallace goaled 
with 17 minutes to go. 

K-State stunned OU with a 71l-yards-in-two-plays 
sortie 5:50 into the final quarter. First Harold Bryan 
traipsed through left tackle for 16 to his 45. Then Atkins 
fired a wide lateral to Bryan in the left flat. Bryan faked 
a run toward the center but whirled and passed deep to 
Branch, who was behind the secondary and free to flit 
the final 17 lengths. 

Ehret tapped through the placement but OU still 
owned a 21-13 bulge. 

The Sooners vetoed any upset notions State enter- 
tained by eating up most of the remaining time with a 
73-yard, dozen-thrust movement. Brewer returned the 
kickoff to the 27 to arrange the scenery. Jones scamp- 
ered 24 and Brewer 14 to maintain momentum and 
Jones’ 10-pace prance carried to the three. Brewer 
gained two and Jones counted from the one, Wallace 
missing goal with only two minutes left. 

Atkins’ passing staked State to a 161-67 edge in that 
department but Jones and Brewer led OU to a 296-183 
advantage in rushing. 


Oklahoma 21, Missouri 12 


The first struggle betwixt split-T instructor Don 
Faurot of Missouri and prize pupil Bud Wilkinson of 
Oklahoma resulted in a 21-12 victory for the student to 
the dismay of 28,500 fans in Columbia November 15. 

The Sooners utilized a ball control offense and Dar- 
rell Royal’s accurate kicking, including out-of-bounds 
boots on the one and four, in notching the come-from- 
behind triumph. 

Equally as important, however, although not as no- 


ticeable to the average fan, was OU’s defense. Faurot’s 
Tigers entered the fray ranking third nationally in rush- 
ing at the 284.5 yards per game plateau and seventh in 
total offense with a net of 360.8 

But the Wilkinsons employed a seven-man line with 
linebackers John Rapacz and Myrle Greathouse plugging 
the halfback handoff holes and limited Mizzou to only 
81 yards running and a grand total of 212. 

Besides the linebackers, up-front standouts were 
tackle Homer Paine and guard Frankie Anderson. Back- 
field stickouts were Royal, quarterback Jack Mitchell and 
fullback Eddy Davis, who in his first full game crunched 
57 yards on 18 trips. 

After a scoreless first round, Brewer got OU off toa 
7-0 jump by returning a punt 70 yards along the side- 
lines thanks to protective blocks from Rapacz, Bobby 
Goad, Buddy Burris and Paine. Wallace kicked point. 

Four minutes later, Missouri was within one point. 
Mitchell’s fumble was claimed by Dusenberry and a 
delay penalty rolled OU back to its 46. Quarterback 
Bus Entsminger triggered two bullseyes, to Dick Braz- 
nell for 31 yards and to Mel Sheehan for 15 and the 
score, but the kick fizzled. 

The Tigers had the lead before halftime. however. 
West's 18-yard punt runback was followed by a 40-yard, 
six-play strike. An Entsminger to Sheehan aerial picked 
up 15, Day danced 23 and Quirk wiggled over from the 
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one. Dawson’s placement was wide but Mizzou owned 
a 12-7 lead. 

In the third heat, the Tigers staved off offensives 
that reached the 20 and six. But when Royal rolled a 
punt out on the four, the Tigers were in a trap from 
which they never escaped. Sub guard Frankie Ander- 
son smashed into ballcarrier Howard Bonnett, causing 
a fumble that was recovered by guard John Husak and 
Greathouse on the four. 

Davis made three, then banged into a stone wall. On 
third down, Mitchell caught a Tiger tackle out of position, 
checked signals and sent Brewer through left tackle to 
score. Wallace’s kick made it 14-12. 

Entsminger passes of 35 yards to Sheehan and nine 
to Kenny Bounds carried the rebounding Bengals to OU’s 
20 but Rapacz palmed Quirk’s fumble and the Sooners 
swirled 80 yards in 12 plays to salt it away. Big blow 
came from the Mizzou 47 when Mitchell leaped through 
left tackle, took to the sideline and skipped to the six. 
On fourth down, Mitchell made it across and Wallace 
added the final point. 

OU cruised 264 yards on the ground and added 46 
passing while giving the Tiger offense its hardest after- 
noon of the year. Recovery of four fumbles also aided 
the Sooner cause. 


Oklahoma 14, Nebraska 13 


Oklahoma locked up the Big Six co-championship, 
but had a hard time turning the key, by sneaking past 
Nebraska, 14-13, before 25,000 fans on a 25-degree No- 
vember 22 afternoon in Lincoln. 

Charley Sarratt, Junior Thomas, Jack Mitcheli and 
Id Kreick were rushing ringleaders for the Sooners, who 
climbed out of a 6-0 hole and led, 14-6, shortly after the 
second half opened, then had to fight for their kingly 
lives. 

The Cornhuskers struck suddenly for their 6-love 
lead after a pointless first round. From the Nebraska 
47, Darrell Royal routed a short pass to the left. Cletus 
Fischer intercepted and buzzed 60 yards to score, hipping 
past Royal at the 20. Dick Hutton missed the extra 
point with 6:15 gone. 

The Sooners counterattacked 73 yards from kickoff, 
Sarratt sashaying around right end 31 yards to shift 
things into high gear. On the next play, Thomas negoti- 
ated the other flank for 26 yards to the 14. Two plays 
later, Thomas shot over from the 10 and Wallace put 
OU out front, 7-6, with 9:45 elapsed. 

Buddy Burris’ second half bootoff was short and 
Thomas sprinted down to cover it on the Husker 28. 
Sarratt’s ll-yard charge to the right and Kreick’s seven- 
length crack fueled the offensive to the two, from where 
Thomas counted, 

On the all-important extra point try, Wallace dug 
his toe under the ball a trifle too much but still furnished 
enough impetus for it to slither through for a 14-6 cushion 
2:45 into the second half, 

The Sooners’ feeling of security lasted only 135 
seconds. Fischer flamed upfield 34 yards with the kick- 
off and a roughing assessment shoved OU back to its 40. 
Bob Ackerman churned 13 and then quarterback Dick 
Thompson shot a 27-yard scoring pass to end Alex 
Cochrane. Bob Patton’s placement trimmed OU’s lead 
to one point with more than 25 minutes left. 

A John Rapacz interception, Myrle Greathouse’s 
sturdy linebacking and Royal's punting kept the Huskers 
away from upset territory the rest of the way, while OU 
once was stopped on the enemy two. 

A feature of the late defensive milling was furnished 
by Royal, who booted out on Nebraska's 18 but asked 
his field captain to take a penalty so he'd get another 
shot at coffin corner. The second time, Royal kicked 
out on the 10. 

The Sooners, outpassed 35-15, carved a 217-108 ad- 
vantage rushing with Sarratt netting 65 yards on eight 
treks, Thomas 43 on eight, Mitchell 483 on 19 and Kreick 





40 on 10. Eddy Davis batted 20-for-3 and George Brewer 
10-for-10. 


Oklahoma 21, Oklahoma AGM 13 


Oklahoma Thomas-ized Oklahoma A&M, 21-13, in 
a season’s finale unfurled before 33,000 witnesses in Nor- 
man November 29, Junior’s jaunts of 38 and 59 lengths 
in the fourth quarter nullifying a fine effort by Jim 
Lookabaugh’'s Aggies. 

The Cowboys, operating without fullback Jim Spavi- 
tal and able to use halfback Ben Aldridge only sparingly, 
rode the rousing performances of Jack Hartman, Kenny 
Roof, Myron Miller, Bob Meinert, Toy Ledbetter and 
slightly-wounded Billy Grimes to a pair of third-round 
tallies and headed into the stretch with a 13-6 lead. 

But the Sooners, who had slaughtered the Stillwaters, 
73-12, the previous autumn, hurtled from behind to wrap 
up a 7-2-1 record. 

Only points of the first half were scored in the second 
period when the Sooners rumbled 79 yards on 15 ground 
plays. Big man of the movement was Dave Wallace, 
who previously had been used only as a placekicker be- 
cause of two operated knees, 

Wallace flipped a lateral to Jack Mitchell for 26 
yards, then grabbed a pitch from General Jack for 21 
more to the 13. After Kreick chugged six to the five, 
Mitchell faked a lateral and looped through tackle for 
the touchdown. Wallace converted. 

The Aggies missed one third-round opportunity after 
snaring a fumble on OU’s 30, the Sooners holding. But 
soon thereafter, Charley Sarratt fumbled to Ken Roof 
on the 38. Hartman’s 22-yard pitch to end Myron 
Miller and Roof'’s end flight of 10 carried to the six. 
A few plays later Meinert roared over from the one un- 
touched, but Meinert missed the kick. 

Later in the quarter, Royal juggled a snap from 
center, punted late and Miller partially blocked it. Led- 
better took the deflected ball and got back 11 lengths to 
the Sooner 34. Ledbetter hopped over guard for nine, 
Grimes gunned five and Hartman’s toss found Miller 
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Quarterback Jack Mitchell skirts Texas A&M's right end in the 26-14 conquest of Aggies. 
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on the nine. After Grimes landed a four-yard lick, 
Meinert counted from the three and Hartman kicked goal. 


The tide turned when Buddy Burris’ bruising tackle 
caused Grimes to fumble to end Merle “Red” Dinkins on 
the Aggie 38. On first down, Thomas took a lateral and 
headed left. He appeared to have no place to go but 
out of bounds but cut sharply and bolted 38 yards along 
the east sideline to score. Wallace's kick put OU ahead, 
14-13, with 12 minutes left. 


The Cowboys brewed a counter-offensive which cov- 
ered 49 yards to the Sooner 41. Then center Charley 
Dowell pinned a one-length loss on Ed Roof and Stan 
Hicks dropped Bill Long’s pass on the 25, giving OU 
possession. 


On the first play, tackle Truman Wright and 
Dinkins pried open a hole, Thomas stampeded through, 
took to the sideline and frisked 59 yards to a touchdown. 
Wallace’s extra point put OU out of reach at 21-13. 


The Sooners, who later made it to the Aggie four, 
had a 324-160 rushing advantage while A&M posted a 
44-5 margin in the air. Thomas covered 106 yards in 
only six carries while Sarratt totalled 66 in 15 and 
Mitchell 43 in 10. Ken Roof was the Aggie rushing 
leader with 66 yards on 15 flights. 


Key Sooners defensively were Royal, who contributed 
three interceptions, and Dinkins, whose recovery of a 
fumble and pass interception eventually led to Thomas’ 
touchdowns. Dinkins played perhaps his finest game 
for OU, spurred by the personal duel he was fighting 
with three former Blackwell High School mates who 
were in A&M togs, Merlin London, Tom Turvey and 
Hicks. 


When Oklahoma wiped out a 13-7 deficit in whipping 
Oklahoma A&M, it was .the fifth time the Sooners had 
come from behind in notching their seven victories. In 
a sixth game, the Big Red dissolved a tie to win and 
in the seventh, the Wilkinsons led Kansas State by 
only 7-6 at one point. 
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Scoreboard 


Oklahoma 17 Santa Clara 20 
Oklahoma 42 Texas A&M 14 
Oklahoma 20 Texas 14 
Oklahoma 42 Kansas State 0 
Oklahoma 21 Texas Christian18 


Oklahoma 33 lowa State 6 

Oklahoma 4] Missouri 7 

Oklahoma 41 Nebraska 14 

Oklahoma 60 Kansas 7 

Oklahoma 19 Oklahoma A&M15 
Sugar Bowl 


Oklahoma 14 North Carolina 6 
350 10-1-0 121 











B. BURRIS MITCHELL 





TEAM—Won Sugar Bowl trophy by defeating North Carolina, 14-6; Fifth in national poll behind 
Michigan, Notre Dame, North Carolina and Colifornia; Won Big Six championship; Set national record 
for fumbles lost during season (35); Set school records for punt runback yardage in single game (227 
in seven returns against Konsos State), punt runbock yards during season (963), average per punt run- 
back (22.4) and yards gained kickoff and punt returns (1,342). 


INDIVIDUAL—Buddy Burris and Jack Mitchell made All-America, 





Co-Captains 





Wade Walker, Gastonia, N.C., and 
Homer Paine, Enid. 


Sooner Assistants 


Gomer Jones, Pop Ivy, Bill Jennings, 
Walter Hargesheimer and Carl Anderson. 


Team Roster 


Acree, Jim E 185 Maud 
Anderson, Frankie E 193 Oklahoma City 
Andros, Dee G 208 Oklahoma City 


Arnold, Claude OB 166 Okmulaee 
Bodenhamer, Bob Cc 192 Waurika 
Brewer, George HB 181 Lubbock, Texas 
Burris, Buddy G 202 Muskogee 


Carnahan, Sam Cc 170 Kilgore, Texas 
Cole, J. W. G 194 Hollis 
Cunningham, Joe QB 165 Purcell 
Dowell, Charley Cc 186 Tulsa 


Ewbank, Bob QB 168 Norman 
French, Curtis E 165 Oklahoma City 
Goad, Bobby E 166 Muskogee 
Gray, Tommy HB 149 Seminole 


Greathouse, Myrle FB 184 Amarillo, Texas 
Heath, Leon FB 192 Hollis 
Hoofnagle, Harold E 190 
Horkey, Joe T 211 Tulsa 
Janes, Art - 200 Holdenville 
Jones, Buddy HB 152 Holdenville 
Leguenec, Joe T 205 Tyler, Texos 
Lisak, Ed E 183 Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Manley, Willie T 202 Hollis 
Marcum, Delton G 195 Ada 
Maves, Clair G 196 Muskogee 
McDade, Laddie T 218 Duncan 
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McGee, Reece E 167 Norman 
McGuaqon, Boyd Cc 152 Holdenville 
McNabb, Norman G 183 Norman 


Ming, Les FB 198 
Mitchell, Jack HB 164 Arkonsas City 
Moore, Harry G 186 Blackwell 

Needs, Al HB 167 El Reno 

Owens, Jim E 195 Oklahema City 
Paine, Charles Cc 182 Enid 

Paine, Clarence G 185 Enid 


Paine, Homer T 205 Enid 
Parker, Ken FB ee gas Falls, Texas 


Oklahoma City 


Peorson Lindell 38 Oklahoma Citv 
Price, Bill OB 182 Norman 
Remy, Bill HB 154 Norman 
oyal, Dorrell QB 158 Hollis 


Smith, Deon G 191 Tulsa 
Steinberger, Calvin HB 156 Houston, Texeos 
Thomas, George HB 177 Fairland 


Tillman, Pete Cc 199 Mangum 
Tipps, Ken E 190 OklInhoma City 
Trotter, Nute T 214 Boraer, Texas 
Walker, Wade T 197 Gastonia, -N.C. 


West, Stan G 229 Enid 
Wheot, Bob FB 173 Fairview 
Wright, Truman T 218 Houston, Texas 


First Sooner Win Over Longhorns Since ’39 — Santa Clara 
Has Victory Combination—And the Sugar is Sweet 


Santa Clara 20, Oklahoma 17 


Oklahoma's Sooners succumbed to letup-itis and 
Santa Clara surged from behind with 13 points after in- 
termission to pocket a 20-17 verdict before only 8,000 
spectators in Kezar Stadium at San Francisco in the 
1948 Big Red’s opener September 25. 

The Sooner secondary surrendered three long pass 
completions, which proved the difference, as coach Bud 
Wilkinson experimented with his backfielders. 


The starting backfield had Darrell Royal at quar- 
terback, Junior Thomas and George Brewer at the halves 
and Jack Mitchell serving as a flanking fullback. But 
halfway through the second round. Mitchell went back 
under center and Leon Heath took over at fullback. 

On their second possession, the Wilkinsons slammed 
60 yards in eight plays, Royal lighting the spark with a 
20-yard punt return. Royal passes to Owens for 12 and 
21 yards led the way to the 21. Short shots carried to 
the three and Brewer, playing with a bruised calf muscle, 
catapulted across. Dave Wallace’s successor, former 
Chickasha and Oklahoma City Central fullback Les 
Ming, made it 7-0 with 10:55 gane. 

Early in the second period, defensive halfback Ed 
Lisak snatched a Bronco aerial and returned 15 strides 
to the SC 25. Six rushes, most of them by Thomas and 
Bill Remy, moved the ball to the 10. But when a third- 
down, Royal to Mitchell pass failed, Ming came in and 
banged home a 27-yard field goal from a slight angle. 
So OU was sitting pretty at 10-love 12:05 before inter- 
mission. 

Then Royal's fumble to end Ellery Williams on the 


OU 18 was followed by a scoring pitch from quarterback 
Bill Sheridan to end Monty Osborn, who was roaming 
free in payoff-land. Mose Chavez’ kick cut OU’s lead to 
10-7 with 6:20 to go in the half, 

Wilkinson scrambled his backfield for the ensuing 
kickoff, Mitchell moving to the steering wheel. Jack 
checked signals on the first play from OU’'s 18 and 
Walker and Goad blocked Thomas into the open on a 
handoff. The Fairland Flyer swerved to the right side- 
line and went 82 yards, outrunning two defenders and 
getting a block from Owens at the 20. Ming's boot made 
it 17-7 at the rest period. 

Two defensive lapses on long aerials opened the 
gates for Santa Clara's come-from-behind touchdowns. 
In the third round, quarterback Al Martin's heave to 
Williams netted 41 yards before Royal rode his man 
down on the 18. But from the 13, Sheridan faked a pass 
and handoff, hid the ball on his hip and rolled around 
right end for the score. Chavez converted 9:50 into the 
quarter. 

The game was rocking along as a punting duel be- 
tween Royal and Haynes when the Brones struck again. 
Sheridan tossed deep to Haynes, who hauled it in on 
the OU 31 and hula-hipped past Roval on his way to 
the six points which lifted Santa Clara to victory 10:55 
before the end. 


Oklahoma 42, Texas AGM 14 


Darrell Royal and Claude Arnold authored scoring 
aerials, Leon Heath latched onto a pair of six-point 
pitches, Junior Thomas buzzed 100 yards rushing and 





Les Ming batted 6-for-6 in the extra point department 
as Oklahoma hammered Texas A&M, 42-14, in front of 
27,000 paying customers in Norman October 2. 

The pass defense, leaky to say the least against Santa 
Clara, vielded only 78 yards on 20 throws and no points 
as Ed Lisak and Thomas notched interceptions and Al 
Needs and Reece McGee guarded well. 

The fighting Cadets limited OU to a 7-7 draw in the 
first quarter. The Sooners went 67 yards in nine tries 
from opening kickoff. A trickeroo warmed things up, 
Royal lateralling to Mitchell, who forward passed to end 
Bobby Goad for 37 vards to the T-Ag 24. Mitchell 
ticked off 10 and a fourth-down toss from Royal to Jim 
Owens netted eight to the eight. Thomas went five and 
three for the marker, Les Ming converting with only 
4:40 gone. 

“One of those little things’ Bud Wilkinson is always 
talking about let the Aggies get even. OU was offside 
on its first kickoff after scoring and had to boot over. 
Halfback Bob Goode fielded the ball on his 10, proceeded 
to the east sideline, broke free around the 30 and legged 
it 90 yards to score. Herb Turley’s boot knotted it with 
5:10 used up. 

The tempo slowed until Thomas intercepted a de- 
flected pass and raced 35 yards to the Texans’ 26. Thomas 
then ran left around a Myrle Greathouse block and went 
all the way, Ming accounting for a 14-7 edge which 
lasted to intermission. 

Halfway through the third heat, Oklahoma hummed 
88 yards in nine plays. Buddy Jones, who took over when 
No. 1 halfback George Brewer was lost indefinitely with a 
snapped ankle the week before, lit the fuse with a 33-yard 
jaunt to midfield. Mitchell’s 12-length effort was sand- 
wiched between 12 and 13-yard Thomas thrusts as the Big 
Red boiled along, finally sending Mitchell over the right 
side to score on a keeper. Ming made it 21-7 with 9:55 
gone. 

Proceedings had dulled considerably when OU sud- 
denly struck for 14 points in 100 seconds well into the 
final quarter. A 43-yard Royal punt trickled out on the 
Aggie one to set the stage. The Cadets’ punt out was 
partially blocked and carried to only the 22. On first 
down, Royal lobbed a pass to Heath, who made an over- 
the-shoulder grab in the southwest corner of the lot for 
a touchdown. Ming goaled 7:25 from the end. 

A punt later, the Sooners had possession on their 
483, Arnold. the unheralded sophomore from Okmulgee, 
heaved deep to Heath, who made a great catch on the 
20 and outmaneuvered a foe to the end zone. Ming 
pinged. 

The Cadets got into the cross-country scoring act 
when a deflected Arnold aerial was claimed by Charley 
Royalty, who rumbled 50 yards to score, transporting two 
Sooners the final five yards. Turley trimmed OU’s lead 
to 35-14 with 2:45 left. 

OU got in the last lick, sizzling 68 strides in four tries. 
It almost took only one play, Mitchell circling left end 
for 68 yards but being beckoned back to the Cadet 33 
for stepping out of bounds. On the next play sophomore 
left half Lindell Pearson, just off the infirmary list, shot 
around the right flank to the three. Two plays later, sub 
signal caller Joe Cunningham sneaked over from the one. 
Ming did his duty to close scoring 65 seconds from go- 
home time. 


Oklahoma 20, Texas 14 


October 9 was a (Big) Red letter day for Bud Wil- 
kinson and the football forees of Oklahoma, the Sooners 
scuttling Texas, 20-14, to end an eight-year drouth in 
the flaming Red River rivalry. The triumph, all-im- 
portant recruiting-wise, was achieved before a throng of 
70,000, largest gathering in the history of southwest 
footbal. 

Leon Heath hammered 137 yards on 17 carries and 
Junior Thomas stepped 77 paces on two less treks in 
propelling the Oklahomans to a 14-0 third-quarter ad- 
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Frankie Anderson fies prose QB Dick Gilman. 


vantage that was threatened, but not seriously. 

Thomas also logged one of the three interceptions 
with which the Sooners slowed a Longhorn aerial offensive 
directed by quarterback Paul Campbell, successor to 
Bobby Layne. Other thefts were turned in by safety- 
man Buddy Jones and linebacker Myrle Greathouse, 
the latter also contributing a 38-yard run that pinned 
Texas deep at a crucial point. 

After losing first-period drives to an interception 
and fumble, the Sooners started keeping their date with 
destiny on a 73-yard, dozen-strike drive. Momentum 
was provided by Lindell Pearson's 17-yard trip around 
the right flank and the Sooners slashed to the UT 35 
as Heath hit for eight and quarterback Jack Mitchell 
passed 10 to end Frankie Anderson. 

Four running plays and a five-yard penalty carried 
to the 12, from where left half Darrell Royal trotted 
around right end to the two. Thomas punched to the 
one, then Heath hustled across and when Les Ming 
converted the Wilkinsons owned a 7-0 edge 6:39 before 
rest time. 

Early in the third heat, OU thudded 64 lengths to 
the 16 only to lose possession. But next time on the 
attack, Thomas swirled 23 yards to the Texas 43. On 
third down, Heath was checked temporarily but slid 
wide for 10. A fourth and one-needed crisis loomed at 
the 11 but Thomas scooted to the left on a pitchout ‘and 
got all the way to the one, stabbing straight ahead to 
score on the next play. Ming goaled for the 14-0 read- 
ing with 12:23 used up. 

Texas rode Campbell's passes back into contention 
early in round No. 4. Campbell bullseyes of 16 to 
Randall Clay and 10 to Peppy Blount fueled the 49- 
yard foray, which was climaxed by a 15-yard toss to 
Clay. who added the seventh point to slice OU’s lead 
in half 5:43 into the last quarter. 


The Sooners salted it away some four minutes later. 
Mitchell's six-vyard sneak launching the move. Heath 
chopped through right tackle, veered to the sideline and 
stomped 68 yards before Bobby Pyle and Bubba Shands 
flagged him down on the 12. But Thomas slashed 
straight ahead on the next down, cut to his left and 
scored after running through Shands in the corner of 
the field. Ming missed for the first time in 11 tries but 
OU was on top, 20-7, with 5:20 remaining. 

The feeling victory was cinched disappeared on the 
ensuing kickoff, however, track sprinter Perry Samuels 
cruising 65 yards to the OU 20, where Royal ran him 
down, Clay passed to Tom Landry for 15, Landry lunged 
through left tackle to score from the five and when Clay 
converted the Sooners were on the spot with 3:51 left 
to play. 

Texas had one more chance, wresting possession of 
the ball on its 37. Landry made five. Campbell, hurrying 
his throws because the OUers had an all-out rush on, 
threw incomplete twice. And on fourth down, Thomas 


intercepted a Campbell toss. Mitchell killed the few 
remaining seconds by dropping on the ball as delirious 
Sooner supporters streaked for the goalposts. 


Oklahoma 42, Kansas State 0 


Oklahoma didn’t use cripples Wade Walker, Pete 
Tillman, Myrle Greathouse, George Brewer, Bill Price, 
Bill Lambeth and Cal Steinberger against Kansas State 
at Norman October 16. But the Wildcats didn’t miss 
‘em. The rest of the Sooners steamrollered the Cats, 
42-0, with Junior Thomas amassing 118 yards rushing, 
as 26,000 folks looked on. 

The visitors staved off the inevitable until just be- 
fore the first round expired. Then Jack Mitchell took 
a punt on his four, retreated to the goal and criss- 
crossed to Darrell Royal, who wheeled to the east side- 
line and rambled 96 yards as every Wildcat was blocked 
off his feet. End Ken Tipps powdered the final de- 
fender and when Royal scored out-sized Stan West was 
traveling beside him, looking for someone else to block. 

Royal’s romp broke the school kick return record 
of 71 vards, set by Red McCarty against K-State in 1938. 
It was also the longest run by a Sooner in modern 
times. Les Ming's kick made it 7-0 with 14:10 gone. 

In the second round after Royal punted out on the 
Cat six, a return punt into the 35 MPH north wind car- 
ried only to the 28. Royal stepped around the right side 
for 17 to highlight a five-play drive that was capped 
by his three-yard poke through left tackle. Ming goaled 
for the 14-0 halftime cushion. 

K-State, trying to blunt OU’s rushing in the third 
quarter, rushed three secondary men to the line at the 
snap so the Sooners, with the wind at their backs, used 
running passes effectively in landing a 21-point knock- 
out blow, 

Early in the round, Mitchell returned a punt 46 
yards to the 21. Royal, running right, leaped and 
pitched a touchdown strike to end Bobby Goad, who 
made the reception on the 10. Ming went bing with 
4:15 gone. 

Next time around, Thomas sprinted through tackle 
and curved back for 36 to the 20. From there, Royal 
whipped a running pass to Thomas, who was standing 
flat-footed in the end zone. Ming converted with 6:20 
used up. 

With victory assured, Wilkinson began using Claude 
Arnold and Bob Ewbank at quarter, Tommy Gray and 
Lindell Pearson at halves and Bob Wheat at full. The 
subs got a shot from midfield and Gray directed a run- 
ning pass to end Reece McGee for 22 to the 19. From 
there, Pearson whizzed a running aerial into the end 
zone, where end Frankie Anderson awaited its arrival. 
Ming did his duty with 10:45 elapsed. 

Pearson put on quite a display to account for the 
final tally. From the K-State 48, the Capitol Hiller 
hopped around right end for 27. Then he pierced left 
tackle and thundered 21 yards to paydirt, diving in. 
With 6:20 to go, Ming closed the scoring. 


Oklahoma 21, Texas Christian 18 


Oklahoma’s night date in Fort Worth with Texas 
Christian October 23 was highlighted by unveiling of a 
strategical innovation, the intentional safety. The Sooners 
gave the Frogs two gift points in the dying moments to 
get more punting space while posting a 21-18 verdict 
before 20,000 fans. 

Three times the Sooners fought from behind that 
night, battling not only Dutch Meyer’s men but their 
own feeble-fingeredness. The OUs fumbled seven times, 
losing five, but still punched 360 vards along the ground. 
The Big Redders tossed only one pass all night and 
quarterback Jack Mitchell completed it for 14 lengths, 

OU’s fumbleitis wasn’t long in putting in an appear- 
ance. Fullback Leon Heath bobbled the opening kickoff 
and Bob Moorman recovered on the Sooner 36. OU 
held on the one but on the attempted punt out, Darrell 
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Royal got a low snap and couldn't get it off. In a wild 
scramble for the ball, it hit a goalpost and slithered out 
of the end zone for the 2-0 safety 3:55 into the game. 

The Sooners still hadn’t crossed midfield when they 
held TCU for downs on their 11 late in the first quarter. 
But they ground out a 17-play all-on-the-ground march to 
jump ahead. The gains were all short to the Frog 13 
but Mitchell scored from there on a keeper off the right 
side. Les Ming made it 7-2 with 3:55 played. 

TCU reclaimed the lead by rocketing 76 yards in 
three plays. The first was fullback Pete Stout’s 41-yard 
run to the OU 35 and the six-point last was Jack Archer’s 
29-stride reverse around the left side. Homer Ludiker 
put OU two points behind by goaling 5:20 before the 
half expired. 


Eight plays after the second half kickoff, OU was 
on top again. Mitchell battled 37 yards to his 40 with 
the boot, then left half Lindell Pearson carried on 
five of eight plays in the 60-yard drive. Pearson pounded 
through left tackle for 25 to the 19, his nine-yard jaunt 
carried to the two and he scored from the one. Ming’s 
boot gave OU a 14-9 advantage only 3:50 after inter- 
mission, 


Thirty seconds later, the Frogs owned the lead. Tail- 
back Lindy Berry exploded over the right side and 
skipped 69 yards to a touchdown with Ludiker kicking 
the 16-14 point. 

The see-saw tipped OU’s way again one minute into 
round four. Crucial play on a 76-yard, seven-try trip 
came at the Sooner 39. Looking over the Froggie de- 
fense, Mitchell saw a linebacker creeping toward the line. 
Mitch switched signals and shot a quick, over-the-line 
aerial to end Jim Owens, who got to TCU’s 47. 

Mitchell ducked to the 39 on next down, then Pearson 
ripped through the middle and stiff-armed Berry on his 
way to the game-winning touchdown. Ming pinged one 
minute into the period, 


The drama of the intentional safety started when 
TCU punted out on the OU 10. Three plays netted a 
yard and it was fourth down with a minute and a half 
to go. Line coach Gomer Jones suggested giving up a 
safety to get a free kick from the 20, thus eliminating 
danger of a punt being blocked. 

The plan was put into operation. Mitchell retreated 
from center, dodging and doubling back ahead of foes 
until finally tackled in the end zone for the 21-18 safety. 


Oklahoma 33, lowa State 6 


Oklahoma, which had been shoving foes around an 
average of 300 ground yards per afternoon, was limited to 
198 by gritty Iowa State, but superior depth prevailed as 
the Sooners slapped the Cyclones, 33-6, before a crowd 
of 10,000 in Ames October 30. 

The Sooners slashed 90 yards for a 7-0 lead on their 
second possession, Junior Thomas dashing 45 lengths 
on first down. Lindell Pearson steamed the final 10 
yards only to fumble into the end zone. But guard 
Buddy Burris recovered for the touchdown, Ming con- 
verting. 

Sub quarterback Bill Weeks right-armed Iowa State 
back into the running before the period expired, his 
passes to Webb Halbert and Dean Laun accounting for 
most of the 72 yards to paydirt. Laun snared a seven- 
yarder for the score but Joe Brubaker missed the kick 
and OU led by one at the 10:35 marker. 

There was only one touchdown in the second quarter 
but it was a dandy. Jack Mitchell made a running catch 
of a punt on his 45. Finding himself surrounded at mid- 
field, he backtracked toward the sideline until blockers 
cleared a 55-yard path to the goal. Ming missed and 
the Sooners settled for a 13-6 halftime cushion. 

Another Mitchell return, this one a 30-yarder to the 
enemy 16 after he faked the criss-cross, arranged the 
20-6 score. Heath hammered across from the one and 
Ming pinged only four minutes into stanza No. 3. 
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A rip-roaring one-two punch made it 27-6 less than 
four minutes later. Pearson’s running pass to end 
Frankie Anderson produced 43 yards and then Mitchell 
sashayed left and galloped 25 lengths unscathed to score. 
Ming tacked on another point. 

After the Sooner third-teamers lost a 40-yard touch- 
down march to a penalty, Tommy Gray returned a punt 
35 yards to I-State’s 21. Arnold looped the ball to Ed 
Lisak for 16 and the same battery netted the touchdown, 
Arnold throwing a perfect strike to the stomach of the 
surrounded receiver. Ming missed 8:10 from the end. 


Oklahoma 41, Missouri 7 


Oklahoma hit football’s big time November 6 at 
Norman as a 28-point third-period explosion annihilated 
nationally-ranked Missouri, 41-7, to the delight of most 
of the 38,500 fans who sardined into Owen Stadium and 
overflowed six deep along the sidelines. 

Missouri scored in the first quarter after recover- 
ing a fumble on OU’s 36. The Sooners almost held on 


the 23 but on fourth down quarterback Bus Entsminger 
streaked 13 yards. Earlier that gain had been matched 
by halfback Dick Braznell, who got the touchdown from 
a foot out. Bob Dawson, wearing shorts and knee pads, 
converted 9:30 into the conflict. 

OU got even 3:10 into the next period. Of the 55 
yards involved, 28 were picked up on a play which saw 
left half Darrell Royal faking right, then shooting a 
screen pass back to Junior Thomas in the left flat. The 
march was near death at the Tiger 27 when Thomas 
scrapped 10 paces in two tries and Heath hustled around 
left end for 13 to the four. Thomas hurtled through on 
a dive and Les Ming knotted it. 

That’s the way it stayed until lightning struck the 
Tigers shortly after intermission when Missouri back 
Mike Ghnouly fumbled to Bobby Goad on the Bengal 
35. The first play was a new one Bud Wilkinson and 
associates had installed that week. 

Mitchell took a step away from center as though 
heading for handoff territory. But instead he made a 
full spin, a la a single wing fullback, and curved back 
through the middle. So surprised were the Missourians 
that no one laid a mitt on Mitchell until the safety hit 


Big Reds put the stopper on Oklahoma A&M's Toy Ledbetter in c soggy 19-15 victory at Stillwater, 
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him at the goaline. Ming goaled. 

Four plays later, left siders Jim Owens and Homer 
Paine ran over their blockers and the latter batted a punt 
out of bounds on the Tiger 16. The Sooners were in 
fourth-down-and-one difficulty at the seven but Mitchell 
drilled down to the four. Pearson and Thomas halved 
that territory and Ming made it 21-7. 

Shortly afterward, Myrle Greathouse and Frankie 
Anderson pinned 21 yards in losses on the Tigers, who 
punted to Mitchell on his 30. Mitch faked to Royal and 
kept the ball on his hip to the west boundary. There 
he escaped a trap, cut back and bounded 70 yards. Ming 
pinged the 28th point. 

Anderson and Norm McNabb teamed on a nine- 
yard loss three downs afterward and when Mizzou kicked, 
Mitchell handed off to Royal, who danced 25 yards to 
the Bengal 35. After a Mitchell to Anderson pass was 
ruled caught out of the end zone, the same combo col- 
laborated for 17 to the 11. Heath and Royal chipped in 
seven-yarders during the 35-length offensive, capped 
when Heath turned the left flank for four. Ming bingoed 
again. 

OU’s 41-7 sashay was a 60-yarder featuring Thomas 
and Heath, the latter trekking 25 yards for the score. 
Ming missed for only the fourth time in 31 tries. 


Oklahoma 41, Nebraska 14 


As they had against Missouri the previous week, 
Oklahoma’s Sooners scored in bunches to mangle Ne- 
braska, 41-14, in view of 28,000 witnesses at Norman 
November 13. 

Down 7-0 in the second stanza, the explosive Sooners 
proceeded to score six touchdowns during an 1844-minute 
span in the middle quarters, including a three-tallies-in- 
414-minutes eruption just before halftime. The rampant 
Big Red rushed 395 yards and passed 154. 

One of the game’s many fines, this one for clipping, 
wiped out Jack Mitchell 70-yard punt return in the 
initial heat. Then Nebraska nudged ahead. It was third 
and 30 on the Husker 49-when Frank Collopy uncorked 
a long pass. It was deflected into the air, end Howard 
Fletcher caught it on the 20 and breezed over. Gerald 
Moore kicked goal. 
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Quarterback Jack Mitchell scores the first touchdown against North Carolina in the Sugar Bowl. 


The Wilkinsons pulled alongside as Junior Thomas 
climaxed a 36-pace sortie by scoring from the five. Ming 
tied it up. The next six-pointer was scored from 35 
yards out, Mitchell palming Darrell Royal’s pass on the 
15 and weaving the rest of the way. Ming made it 14-7. 

Nebraska fumbled seconds before the intermission 
whistle and OU cashed in as Royal rifled a long one to 
end Frankie Anderson in the end zone. The 2list point 
was toed through by Ming. 

After driving 61 yards to the one with the next kick- 
off, OU fumbled, which was about the only good thing 
that happened to the Huskers during the middle periods. 
But trying to punt out, Collopy was pressured and sliced 
it out on the 17. Roval speared straight ahead the 
final nine vards. Ming missed but it was still 27-7. 

Guard Stan West butted in to partially block Ne- 
braska’s next punt and Buddy Jones ran it back to the 
Husker 21. Big play on the goalward march was Mitchell's 
11-yard toss to end Ken Tipps. Lindell Pearson scored 
from the one and Ming added the 34-7 marker. 

Reserve signal caller Claude Arnold directed, and 
led, the final OU offensive. From the Husker 45, Arnold 
tossed to Tipps for 15 and Anderson for 29. George 
Brewer, back in action after suffering a broken ankle in 
the opening game, was given the privilege of powering 
across from the one. Ming kicked the margin up to 
41-7 with the third quarter still going on. 

OU scored no more but Arnold got an assist on Ne- 
braska’s second touchdown. The Sooner quarterback, 
running right, tried a pitchout. Husker end Ralph 
Damkroger picked it off and frolicked 42 yards to paydirt. 
Moore kicked point. 


Oklahoma 60, Kansas 7 


Oklahoma’s Sooners dissolved a two-year champion- 
ship partnership with Kansas in Lawrence November 20, 
fracturing the Jays, 60-7, before 40,000 mourners, 


The split-T terrors didn’t fumble all afternoon while 
amassing 346 yards on the ground and 166 upstairs. 
They broke two cross-country punt runbacks for tallies. 
Jules Sikes’ Hawks were permitted only 24 yards rush- 
ing and 42 passing. And interceptions were notched 
by linebacker Myrle Greathouse, who decided to play 
although he received word early that morning his mother 
had died in Amarillo, Ed Lisak and Ken Parker. 

All this was achieved against a Kansas club which 
had scurried to seven straight victories after dropping a 
14-13 decision to TCU opening day. After the game, a 
shocked Kansas student sighed, “Sikes said we'd get it. 
Well, we got it.””. Wilkinson admitted, “Our boys played 
unbelievably well.” 
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The boom fell quickly. On the contest's sixth play, 
Stan West caused quarterback Dick Gilman to fumble 
and OU took over on the KU 32. Mitchell drifted four 
and then Leon Heath crashed off left tackle and scored 
behind blocks by Buddy Burris, Pete Tillman, Homer 
Paine and Jim Owens. 

A little later, Royal took a punt, faked the criss- 
cross to Mitchell and followed a wall of blockers down 
the right sideline 73 yards to score. He was challenged 
at the 20 but shifted the ball to his left hand and 
swerved inside three tacklers. 

The scoreboard clicked up to 19-0 when the Sooners 
spun 76 yards, still in the first quarter, Pearson ran 
for three, then collaborated with end Frankie Anderson 


on a 53-yard caper to the 23, at the end of which Kansas 
was penalized 15 for piling. Mitchell worked through 
right tackle to score and Ming hit the placement. 

For the 25-love touchdown, Pearson pranced 29 yards 
to the one and rifled across on next down. Shortly there- 
after, Mitchell received a punt on his 33. There was no 
time for the famous criss-cross so Mitch flitted up the 
sideline and went 67 to paydirt. Ming made it 32-0. 

Greathouse’s pass interception on the OU 43 launched 
the next drive. Claude Arnold tossed to George Brewer 
for 25 and Ken Parker matched that output on a cruise 
through the middle. Royal counted from the one and 
when Ming bingoed, it was 39-0. 

Led by Bud French. Kansas fought back for its 
only touchdown just before the half. French's 20-yard 
effort carried to the Sooner 30 and he got the tally by 
fielding a 24-yard pitch from Don Wilson. Ken Sperry 
goaled, 

OU’s starters were given one post-intermission shot 
and cashed in with a 74-yard, 10-try trek. The last 21 
yards were covered by Junior Thomas, who was blocked 
free by Wade Walker, Bobby Goad and Clair Mayes. 
Ming made it 46-7. 

Sooner reservists got the range in period four and 
scored twice within five minutes. First, Claude Arnold 
and end Ken Tipps pulled a 39-yard pass out of the 
touchdown hat, Ming converting the 53-7 chance. 

The other point-producing opportunity was provided 
by Lisak, who pilfered a pass and bow-legged 15 yards 
to the KU 19. Brewer, Cal Steinberger, Tommy Gray 
and Bob Ewbank battered to the one and then allowed 
placekicker supreme Ming to notch the six points. He 
also converted. Later, Gray flew 82 yards to score but 
lost it to a holding penalty. 

Heath’s 14 carries produced a day-leading 70 yards 
while Lindell Pearson was 5-for-41, Parker 3-for-34, Buddy 
Jones 4-for-32, Mitchell 7-for-31 and Thomas 4-for-27. 
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Oklahoma 19, Oklahoma A&M 15 


On November 27, arch-rivals Oklahoma and Okla- 
homa A&M whomped up a frenzied football spectacular 
guaranteed to titilate the fan who THOUGHT he’d seen 
everything. The most imaginative Hollywood script- 
writer would have waste-basketed this scenario as too 
unbelievable. 

Oklahoma won, 19-15, in view of 30,000 rain and 
sleet-pelted spectators. But the Sooners, struggling to 
keep the Aggies from wresting a Sugar Bowl bid from 
their grasp, had to stage three goalline stands in the 
last six minutes and finally resort to an intentional safety 
before wrapping it up, 

Footing got bad fast in the horrible weather and 
ballhandling was tricky all afternoon, the Sooners losing 
seven bobbles and the Aggies three. 

The Big Red opened with a rush, scoring from kickoff 
on Darrell Royal’s 40-yard aerial to Bobby Goad. But 
the play was erased by a backfield in motion fine. Ig- 
noring the penalty the Sooners surged to the nine before 
Mitchell fumbled to Toy Ledbetter. 

Cowboy fullback Jim Spavital tried a buck but was 
blasted by linebacker Myrle Greathouse and fumbled to 
Ed Lisak on the five. Junior Thomas knifed to the 
three and Lindell Pearson scored from there. 

Driving in the second quarter, the Cowboys faced a 
fourth-and-one situation just inside the OU 40. Spavital 
went for it but fumbled and Norman McNabb claimed 
possession for the Sooners on the 36. After a penalty on 
A&M moved it to the 41, Thomas brushed through right 
tackle for 21 and Pearson stampeded over the other side 
for 24. 

Then Jack Mitchell, who had kept secret a right 
knee wound and a charley horse in his left leg, loped 
around left end 14 yards to score, Ming making it 13-0. 

Soon after, Pearson fumbled and Ledbetter recov- 
ered on OU's 34. After three passes fizzled, quarterback 
Jack Hartman hit end Alex Loyd for 11 and new life. 
Hartman’s toss to end Bill Long netted nine and Billy 
Grimes jabbed four to the 10. On toss No. 3 from there, 
Hartman aimed the ball into the end zone. Defender Jim 
Owens batted the ball down, but it went directly into 
the hands of Spavital for a touchdown. Hartman's boot 
trimmed the score to 13-7 at halftime. 

The third quarter got off to a rousing start—as far 
as the Sooners were concerned—as Pearson swished 
straight ahead through a gap carved by Homer Paine, 
Owens, Buddy Burris and Wade Walker and frisked 50 
yards to post the 19-7 touchdown. 

Two teams could play at that game, however. On 
his own 43, Aggie signaleer Hartman smartly called a 
reverse into the near sideline. Spavital ran brilliantly 
and churned 57 yards to score. Hartman missed the 
point and it was 19-13. 

The Cowboys couldn’t have tried harder to get the 
tving touchdown, reaching the Sooner 26, two, 22 and 
three in the last round, They punted over from the 
26 but Royal lateraled wildly when hit and Don Van 
Pool pounced on the ball at the OU two. A penalty 
pushed the Ags to the seven, Owens pinned Hartman 
back six more yards and three passes failed. 

After a short punt to the 31, A&M bogged down on 
the 22. But Thomas fumbled to John Gattis on the 
Sooner 29 to provide the Pokes with a fourth shot. 
Hartman pitches of eight to Loyd and 12 to Long carried 
to the 10. An interference fine on a Hartman to Loyd 
heave made it first down on the six. 

On first down, fullback Bob Meinert muscled to the 
three. Then the Aggies took to the air but missed three 
straight. Thus OU took over on the three with less than 
three minutes left. Mitchell limped in. Twice he de- 
liberately downed the ball and once he used up the 25 
seconds alloted for a huddle and was fined to the one. 

With 30 seconds remaining Royal went into punt 
formation. He ambled back and forth in the end zone 
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killing time until Loyd lassoed him with 10 seconds 
showing on the clock. But an eager Aggie had been off- 
side and by the time the Pokes caught the bobbing and 
weaving Royal again, time had run out. 

The Waddies won the statistical war, their 68-7 pass- 
ing edge offsetting OU's slim 247-244 rushing advantage. 

For their sturdy stand against the Sooners, the Cow- 
boys were invited to play in the Delta Bowl. In addi- 
tion to OU, they had lost only to Kansas, 13-7, and 
TCU, 21-14. 


Oklahoma 14, North Carolina 6 


In the Sugar Bowl’s Jan. 1, 1949 presentation, the 
“growl heard ‘round the world,” Charley ‘“Choo-Choo” 
Justice’s tummy ache, was followed by the upset felt 


‘round the football firmament, Oklahoma’s 14-6 deci- 
sioning of North Carolina before 85,000 _ startled 
spectators. 


Coach Carl Snavely’s single wing wonders were the 
country’s third-rated outfit. Oklahoma was fifth but 
too many tight fits, plus the first-game loss to Santa 
Clara, left critics skeptical. 

At the outset. the Tar Heels had Sooner fans sweat- 
ing, junketing 49 yards from kickoff to the OU 15 with 
a 24-yard aerial from Justice to end Art Weiner doing 
the principal damage. Then Justice passed wide to 
the right. Sooner linebacker Myrle Greathouse com- 
mitted larceny and, as the stadium rocked, trudged 70 
yards to the Carolina 15 before Tar Heel blocking back 
Eddie Knox slammed through three blockers to make 
the tackle. 


General Jack Mitchell exercised the quarterback’s 
option to run on the first five plays, parading to the 
two. Disaster threatened as a backfield in motion pen- 
alty rolled the OUs back to the seven. But Junior 
Thomas barged to the one-foot line on two tries and 
Mitchell leaned over. Ming made it 7-0. 

Carolina climbed up to 7-6 after end Joe Romano 
gobbled up Lindel! Pearson’s fumble on the Oklahoma 30. 
Justice tossed to right half Bob Kennedy for 15, then 
took a handoff from fullback Hosea Rodgers and trick- 
played another pass to Kennedy for 12 to the three. 
Justice bored one and Rodgers plowed over but Bob 
Cox's kick was wide. 


Late in the first half, the Tar Heels had a chance 
from midfield after latching on to another fumble, Justice 
shuffled around right end for 20 yards and then lateralled 
to tackle Chan Highsmith, who lumbered 13 more to 
the 17. After a pass failed, Justice hit Cox for eight. 
Then Choo-Choo threw what appeared to be a six-point 
pass but Weiner dropped it in the end zone. On fourth 
down, Justice’s slant off right tackle was inches short 
of a first down. One play later the half ended. 


Oklahoma made it 14-6 in the third round. The 
Sooners threw only three passes all afternoon and com- 
pleted one. But it was a lulu, Darrell Royal heaving 44 
vards to the Tar Heel 10, where end Frankie Anderson 
out-wrestled defender Bill Flamisch for possession. 
Thomas cleated three and then Pearson plunged across. 
Ming put OU out of reach with the placement. 


The rest of the way, it was a punting duel between 
Royal and Justice with the Sooners in danger only once. 
Late in the proceedings, Carolina took over at midfield 
and poked to the 36. But Bobby Goad intercepted a 
pass on his 20. At game’s end the Sooners, driving 
unhurriedly with one eye on the clock, had reached 
the enemy 35. 

Oklahoma totalled 186 yards rushing and 43 passing. 
Carolina managed 128 on the ground and 78 upstairs 
during a 7-for-19 day. 

After OU’s 14-6 Sugar Bowl triumph, North Caro- 
lina All-American Charley Justice said of the Sooners, 
“They've got a good ball club. I don't see how they’ve 
been kept down all these years.” 
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Junior Thomas takes a 40-yard trip to touchdown-land in a 20-14 victory over Texas. 


Scoreboard 


Oklahoma 46 Boston College O 
Oklahoma 33 Texas A&M 13 


Oklahoma 20 Texas 14 
Oklahoma 48 Kansas 26 
Oklahoma 48 Nebraska 0 
Oklahoma 34 lowa State 7 
Oklahoma 39 Kansas State 0 
Oklahoma 27 Missouri 7 


Oklahoma 28 Santa Clara 21 
Oklahoma 41 Oklahoma A&M O 


Sugar Bowl 
Oklahoma 35 Louisiana State 2 


399 11-0-0 88 


Big Red Accomplishments 





WILKINSON WALKER 


TEAM—Won Sugar Bowl trophy by defeating Louisiana State, 35-0; Second in national poll behind 
Notre Dame; Won Big Six championship; Second in national rushing with average of 320.3 yards to 
Texas Western's 333.3; Led nation in rushing defense with 55.6-yard per game mark; Six nationally 
in total defense at 202.7 yards a game. 


INDIVIDUAL—Bud Wilkinson named Coach of the Year by National Football Cooches Association; Wade 
Walker, Stan West, Darrell Royal, Jim Owens and Junior Thomas made All-America; Thomas led major 
college scoring leaders with 117 points. 





Co-Captains 





Jim Owens, Oklahoma City, and Stan 
West, Enid. 


Sooner Assistants 


Gomer Jones, Pop Ivy, Bill Jennings and 
Houston Elder. 


Team Roster 


Anderson, Frankie E 195 Oklahoma City McGugan, Boyd Cc 152 Holdenville 
Andros, Dee G = 210 Oklahoma City McNabb, Norman  G ~~ 190 Norman 
Arnold, Claude QB 170 Okmulgee Manley, Leon 13 207 Hollis 
Bodenhamer, Bob Cc 192 Waurika Marcum, Delton G 205 Ada 


Brewer, George HB 181 Lubbock, Texas Mayes, Clair G 206 Muskogee 


Carnahan, Sam Cc 175 Kilgore, Texas Mays, Ed E 185 Wharton, Texas 
Cole, J. W. T 194 Hollis Moore, Harry Cc 191 Blackwell 
Cunningham, Joe QB 165 Purcell Murphy, Floyd Cc 194 Tulsa 

Davis, Geronimo T 195 Miami Needs, Al B 172 El Reno 

Dowell, Charley Cc 186 Tulsa Owens, Jim E 195 Oklahoma City 


Goad, Bobby 170 Muskogee Paine, Charles FB 190 Enid 


Ewbank, Bob ia 175 Norman Pace, Harry G 185 Odessa, Texas 
Gray, Tommy H 157 Seminole Parker, Ken FB 170 Wichita Falls, Texas 


Heape, Gene E 190 Nowata Pearson, Lindell HB 190 Oklahoma City 
Heath, Leon FB 192 Hollis Price, Bill E 180 Norman 
Heatly, Dick HB 177 Mangum Rowland, Ed 204 Odessa, Texas 


Hoofnagle, Harold E 190 York, Pa. Royal, Darrell 


r 
OB 170 Hollis 
Silva, Frank HB 


Horkey, Joe T 211 Tulsa 175 Okahoma City 
Janes, Art T 200 Holdenville Smith, Dean G 191 Tulsa 

Jones, Buddy HB 155 Holdenville Smith, Fred G 190 Mangum 

Kidd, Phil jr E 179 Norman Steinberger, Calvin HB 156 Houston, Texas 
Lambeth, Bill HB 178 Maud Thomas, George HB 177 Fairland 


Lang, Nolan HB 210 Waycross, Ga. Tipps, Ken E 190 Oklahoma City 
Leguenec, Joe T 205 Tyler, Texas Walker, Wade T 203 Gastonia, N.C. 
Lisak, Ed B 185 Kalamazoo, Mich. Weatherall, Jim T 220 Hooker 
Lockett, Jack E 185 Norman West, Stan G 236 Enid 


All - Victorious Big Red Blanks Five Foes — Shellacks LSU 
in Sugar Return—Thomas Among Many Honored 


Oklahoma 46, Boston College 0 


The start of Oklahoma’s charge to an all-victorious 
1949 season was postponed 24 hours because of rain. 
But that wasn’t nearly long enough for Boston College’s 
Eagles, who absorbed a 46-0 shellacking before 36,241 
folks in Braves Field at Boston, September 24. 

The Sooners were the first foe to goose-egg a BC 
club in coach Denny Meyers’ nine seasons, despite the 
passing heroics of Eagle ace Ed Songin, who completed 
22 of 46 for 154 yards. Three of his pitches were 
picked off by the OUs. 

It took the Eagles only seconds to realize the con- 
test should have been rained out completely. The truth 
dawned on the opening kickoff when Junior Thomas 
blazed 95 yards on a snake-like touchdown trip. Les 
Ming’s successor, end Ken Tipps, tapped through the 
7-0 placement. 

Touchdown No. 2 was collected five minutes into the 
second period after Buddy Jones bounded 17 yards to 
the BC 39 on a punt return. Lindell Pearson passed to 
end Frankie Anderson for 18 and four running plays 
reached the three. Darrell Royal, debuting at quarter- 
back, sneaked center to score. Tipps missed. 

Two-thirds of the way through the round it was 20-0. 
A double lateral, Thomas to Royal to fullback Leon Heath 
netted 24 to spark the 78-yard movement and another 
24-yard effort, a Pearson to Thomas pass, paid off in the 
touchdown. Tipps converted. 

Wade Walker covered a fumble in Eagle terrain just 
before intermission and Heath took a pitchout 42 yards 
to the five. With one minute left, Pearson pounded across 
from three yards out and Tipps made it 27-0. 

OU dealt the Eagles another quick clout at the out- 
set of the second half, Pearson rampaging around right 
end 52 yards to the 12 shortly after the kickoff. Four 
plays later, Thomas stepped across and Tipps toed it 
up to 34-0. 

Ed Lisak’s interception and 33-yard return to the 
Eagle 26 set up the 40-love tally. On the fifth play, sub 
quarterback Frank Silva counted from the one. 


OU’s only last-quarter touchdown followed recovery 
of a fumbled lateral on the BC 29. Charley Paine, re- 





Texas victory. 


serve fullback, bucked 16 and halfback Dick Heatly 
negotiated the final six lengths for the tally, Tipps missing. 

Boston College, which managed only 35 yards rush- 
ing to go with Songin’s passing, got no closer to scor- 
ing than the OU 46. And that “threat” was erased 
by a penalty. 


Oklahoma 33, Texas A&M 13 


The citizens in Oklahoma’s defensive secondary spent 
another busy 60 minutes chasing enemy aerials at Nor- 
man October 1, but the Sooner striking force was more 
versatile and more effective as the men of Wilkinson 


cruised to a 33-13 triumph over Texas A&M _ before 


34,685 fans, 

Perhaps encouraged by Boston College’s feat of 
pitching for 154 yards against OU, Cadet coach Harry 
Stiteler used a senior sharpshooter who hadn’t even 
lettered the previous season, Don Nicholas. Don's darts 
netted 159 yards as he bullseyed 14 of 23. 


A stiff breeze helped OU get the jump, Yale Lary’s 
punt into the wind going for a five-yard loss and Sooner 
guard Stan West recovering on the T-Ag 19. Pearson 
and Thomas shared the leather lugging on the foray, 
Thomas’ two trips netting six yards and Pearson collect- 
ing the rest on four treks, including a one-pacer into 
paydirt. Thomas kicked point with 12:40 gone. 

A Cadet drive to the OU 20 was thwarted when 
Bobby Goad bulldogged Nicholas on the 25. From there, 
the Sooners sashayed all the way with Thomas running 
left end for 23, Pearson right end for 17, fullback Leon 
Heath left end for 28, Thomas left end for 11 and Pear- 
son right end for 12 and the touchdown. Thomas’ toe 
upped it to 14-0 with 6:17 remaining before resting 
became legal. 

The Texans narrowed the score to 14-6 after Heath 
fumbled to center Jim Flowers on the Cadet 46. Four 
Nicholas passes accounted for 44 of the 54 yards needed 
but right half Robert Schaeffer scored the six-pointer 
on a buck from the three. Charles Hodge’s miss left OU 
eight points to the good. 

A 7l-yard, 1l-play march put the Sooners out of 
reach 8:28 into the third stanza. Heath’s 23-yard canter 
around the right flank and a 37-yard Royal to Frankie 
Anderson pass production were the key licks. Royal 
and Thomas collaborated from the 26 to one, from where 
the latter counted. End Carl Hill blocked Thomas’ boot. 

Next time on the attack, eight plays produced 80 
yards and the 26-6 score. After Royal’s shot to Pearson 
worked for 17, OU got a big boost when Schaeffer was 
called for interference on a 38-yard heave from Royal 
to Thomas. 

From the 15, Pearson stabbed to the eight and a de- 
fensive holding rap rolled the Cadets back to the three. 
Pearson lost a touchdown to an offside assessment but 
then fired an eight-yard running pass to Thomas for 
the six-jointer. Thomas’ kick went wide with 17:36 re- 
maining in the game. 

Nicholas got on target again early in the stretch 
quarter, four completions for 48 yards arranging Bob 
Smith’s one-yard blast for the touchdown that, with 
Schaeffer’s kick, made it 26-13 with 13:08 left. 

The Wilkinsons fractured any budding comeback 
hopes after the kickoff, which Pearson returned 27 yards 
to the 36. Royal passed to Jim Owens for 17, then 
took a lateral from Thomas and added 10. Royal next 
went five on a lateral from Pearson and, to complete the 
“Royal” journey, tossed a seven-yard scoring strike to 
Bobby Goad. ‘Thomas’ boot closed scoring 8:34 before 
the end. 
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Oklahoma 20, Texas 14 


Stingy as Scrooge in the defensive pinches and quick 
to answer whenever opportunity knocked, Oklahoma’s 
Sooners put a second straight 20-14 brand on the stub- 
born Steers of Texas as 75,347 souls eyed proceedings in 
Dallas’ Cotton Bow! October 8. 

For the third straight Saturday, the Sooners reeled 
under an enemy aerial barriage, quarterback Paul 
Campbell hitting half of his 26 shots for 139 yards. OU 
gleaned only 35 lengths tossing but the forward wall, with 
Delton Marcum, J. W. Cole and Dean Smith spelling 
cripples Wade Walker and Norman McNabb, muscled the 
Sooners to a rushing bulge of 216-118. 

Bud Wilkinson's troops turned back Longhorn inva- 
sions at the six and 20 in the first quarter before 
Campbell and Co. broke through. Early in the slow, 47- 
length offensive, Campbell pitched to Ben Procter for 
nine and Ray Borneman muscled 13. 

A seven-yard pass from Campbell to Procter and 
Byron Townsend's nine-yard jaunt on the statue of lib- 
erty trick pinned OU on the 10. Randall Clay careened 
nine yards to the one and then punched over from there. 
Clay also converted and it was 7-0 only 41 seconds into 
the second quarter. 

Six plays later, the Sooners were all even. From 
the OU 34, Pearson turned right end for nine, Royal 
kept for three and then spot-passed to Frankie Anderson 
for nine. On next down, Junior Thomas stuck his helmet 
straight ahead, pulled loose from a linebacker and was 
off to the races. Defender Joe Arnold pursued but 
Thomas hip-feinted left and cut right to lose him. 

Tipps tied it up but the Sooners had been so eager 
they’d neglected to wait for the referee’s go-ahead signal. 
Tipps came through on the pressurized second try to make 
it a legal deadlock 3:51 into the period. 

The rains came soon afterward and the cautious 
sparring before intermission was highlighted by Royal’s 
71-yard boot to the UT eight. 

The Wilkinsons treated Texas to some more split-T 
lightning after Pearson raced back 40 yards with the 
second half bootoff. Heath ran right end for 11 on a 
pitchout and Thomas went the other direction for 10 
more to the 30. Jim Owens long-legged it eight lengths 
on an end-around maneuver, Heath gunned over guard 
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for eight and then Pearson rambled 11 for the touch- 
down. Tipps’ 14-7 boot came 2:24 after intermission. 

Oklahoma got a Texas-sized break later in the quar- 
ter after the Steers corralled a Sooner fumble 35 yards 
from payoff-ville. A Campbell lob into the end zone 
had “six points” written all over it but Procter, waiting 
all by himself, dropped the pigskin. 

Early in the fourth quarter, Oklahoma’s opportunists 
made a third long run pay off, this one a 45-yard punt 
return on a Buddy Jones to Thomas criss-cross. Thomas 
was hauled down on the UT 25 and OU lost possession 
at the one. 

But on the punt out, Jones returned to the 38. 
Heath hurried around the right flank for 21, then Royal 
faked a pitchout and passed to Owens for the touch- 
down. Tipps missed 13:25 from the end. 

Texas slashed 57 yards to OU’s six but Jack Lockett 
hopped on a faulty lateral. But late in the fracas, the 
Steers stampeded 68 yards to score, fullback Lewis Levine 
lunging the last 12 yards on a fake pass. Clay’s place- 
ment made it 20-14 but only 29 seconds remained. 


Oklahoma 48, Kansas 26 


Junior Thomas scored four touchdowns, a modern 
era record for the University of Oklahoma, as the Soon- 
ers outshot Kansas, 48-26, in a scintillating scorefest 
unfurled before 37,660 witnesses in Norman October 15. 

In notching the most touchdowns anyone had scored 
against the Sooners in 22 Saturdays. Kansas utilized two 
passers in the same backfield. Fullback Dick Gilman, 
throwing after taking quick laterals, completed 10 of 20 
for 134 yards while quarterback Jerry Bogue hit two of 
ll for 38. 

But OU intercepted six tosses and realized 71 yards 
in runbacks to go with 312 yards rushing and 91 passing. 

After fumbling away an early opportunity at the 
five, OU opened a 7-0 bulge as fullback Leon Heath 
took a lateral from Lindell Pearson and circled left end 
for 44 yards. Ken Tipps converted with 11:40 gone. 

Buddy Jones’ 30-yard punt return to the KU 30 was 
followed four plays later by Pearson’s 17-yard payoff 
pitch to Thomas and OU was rolling at 14-0 with a min- 
ute left in the first period. 

The second of four fumbles the Sooners misplaced 
during the fracas short-circuited a drive at the 14. But 


next time around, Royal’s 38-yard pass to Heath carried 
to the 12 and set up Thomas’ two-stride trek to paydirt. 
Tipps’ penalty-forced try from the 17 failed. 

The Jayhawks traveled 70 yards for their first tally. 
Gilman aerials of 25 yards to Mynn Smith and 18 to 
Aubrey Linville, plus a tripping penalty, took KU to 
the 15. After Bogue pitched to Linville for five, the 
quarterback scored from the seven after failing to spot 
a receiver. Bill Rinehart’s boot was blocked by Leon 
Manley. 

On-rushing Jim Owens pressured Dolph Simons into 
a one-yard punt to his 25 early in the third round. Royal 
clawed the final 15 lengths on two keeps and a sneak, 
scoring from the one. Tipps tapped it up to 27-6. 

KU rebounded as Gilman threw to Bill Schaake for 
nine and 17 and Lamping for 18. Bogue split center 
for 11, then Gilman faked a pass and ran right end 
for 10 and the touchdown, Rinehart converting for a 
27-13 reading. 

The Jays tried an onside kick but OU got it on the 
40. On a fourth-and-one-to-go play at the KU 25, Pear- 
son scooted around right end and danced over. Tipps 
goaled. 

On the ensuing kickoff, Forrest Griffith flew 60 
yards to Oklahoma’s 40, before Frankie Anderson nudged 
him out of bounds. Gilman hit Schaake for 22, then 
got. an interference call at the one on a flip to Darrell 
Norris. Bud French churned over but Rinehart’s boot 
was blocked by sophomore end Jack Lockett, leaving 
it at 34-19. 

The Big Red drew first blood in round No. 4 after 
center Charley Dowell picked off a Gilman toss and 
returned 26 to his 49. Seven plays did it, the last two 
being dives of 12 and two by Thomas. Tipps made it 
41-19 with 14 minutes remaining. 

Claude Arnold’s fumble to Chuck O’Neal on the 
OU 29 was followed by a 27-yard touchdown strike from 
Gilman to Griffith and Kansas shaved the deficit to 
41-26 on Rinehart’s kick nine minutes from the end. 

A 39-yard interference call on a Pearson to Goad pass 
aided OU on its final drive. Thomas steamed 12, then 
lateralled to Pearson for 11 more to the four, from 
where Thomas streaked in to score. Tipps converted. 


Oklahoma 48, Nebraska 0 


Seven Sooners scored as Oklahoma mangled Ne. 
braska, 48-0, with the alternate outfit gladdening the 
heart of Charles B. Wilkinson by collecting the last 21 
points on sorties of 54, 84 and 85 yards to spread sadness 
among 39,000 witnesses in Lincoln October 22. 

OU’s first score resulted from a weird play. A Dar- 
rell Royal fumble had resulted in Nebraska owning a 
first down on the Sooner 10. Right half Bill Mueller, 
smacked brutally, fumbled into the air, Sooner Ed Lisak 
got it and paraded 68 yards to the Husker 22 before 
fullback Don Bloom pulled him down. Pearson pranced 
19 around right end, then smashed straight ahead to 
score and Ken Tipps made it 7-0 with 13:15 elapsed. 

Pearson’s lost jaunt was made up by a 72-yard, six- 
try burst halfway through the second quarter. Leon 
Heath's block launched Junior Thomas on a 28-yard 
journey, Nebraska was stuck for roughing and then 
Pearson ripped through left tackle for 21 yards to the 
two, thanks to blocks in the line by Dee Andros, Leon 
Manley and Charley Dowell. Thomas got the touch- 
down on the dive-tackle tactic and Tipps upped the edge 
to 14-0 with 5:05 left in the half. 

Then Tipps banked his kickoff off Tom Novak's 
frame and Dean Smith snared it for OU on the Husker 
49. Thomas drifted around Royal’s block for 19 to the 
15. The rest of the terrain was reeled in as Royal hit 
Tipps, who was all alone in a corner of the end zone. 
Tipps’ toe tacked on the 21st point. 

Early in the third heat, Thomas’ nine-stride trek 
started a 70-yard scoring drive. Royal completed passes 
of nine and 11 lengths to Jim Owens before Heath got the 
ball on a short reverse, cut left and outran a tackler 
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down the sideline on a 40-yard run to the promised land. 
Tipps missed the target for the first time in 10 straight 
tries but it was still 27-love, OU, 214 minutes into the 
second half. 

With reserves in the saddle and Claude Arnold 
handling the reins, OU took the ground route to the 34-0 
touchdown. Fullback Nolan Lang’s 10-yard clout led 
the Sooners to the Husker 27, where a fourth down prob- 
lem was solved by Arnold’s 25-length flight off right 
tackle. Arnold nudged over from the one and Tipps 
converted 1:45 before round three expired. 


The same club, with halfbacks George Brewer and 
Dick Heatly helping Arnold and Lang in the backfield, 
made it 41-0 after 244 minutes of the last quarter. Lang 
palmed a lateral from Brewer and rocketed 84 yards to 
the nine, where Bloom flagged him down. Heatly shot 
straight ahead to score from the nine and Tipps goaled. 

Bob Ewbank was at the controls as the shock troops 
sailed 85 yards late in the contest. Brewer's 48-yard 
canter to the 20 set it up and he scored from the six. 
When Tipps did his duty, the scoring was finished 2:15 
from the final gun. 


Oklahoma fullback Leon 


Oklahoma 34, lowa State 7 


Oklahoma’s surprised Sooners spent the first 15 min- 
utes defending their goalline against threats tossed out 
by Iowa State passmaster Bill Weeks and his mates, 
then used a timely tackle by Leon Manley and quarter- 
back Claude Arnold’s pitching to launch a counter attack 
that engulfed the Cyclones, 34-7, to the relief of 38,149 
fans in Norman October 29, 

Weeks, a 19-year-old quarterback, rang the bell on 
18 of 27 throws for a whopping 281 yards. But Arnold, 
subbing for the injured Darrell Royal, did all right in 
the gunnery department, too, completing all four passes 
he tried for 115 yards. And, with left half Lindell Pear- 
son cavorting 115 yards, the Sooners posted a 336-23 
bulge in rushing, 

After the third State threat faded, OU punted out 
and Manley roared down and banged into safety Don 
Ferguson so hard he bobbled to Owens on the Sooner 40. 
A penalty and long loss put OU on its 23 but Arnold 
hoisted a pass to Bobby Goad for 27 and then hit 
Owens for 24 more to the 16. 

Six plays later Thomas counted from the two, barely 


“Mule Train” 





Heath 


making it into the end zone before fumbling. Twenty- 
three minutes and 41 seconds had elapsed, the most any 
foe had held OU scoreless all autumn. Malcolm Schmidt 
blocked Ken Tipps’ kick. 


Before the half ended, OU’s lead reached 20-0. An 
Arnold-Tipps collaboration for 39 yards to the nine ap- 
peared to have been wasted when a Sooner fumbled. But 
State fumbled back to Ken Parker on the seven and 
Leon Heath bashed over from there. Tipps converted. 

Late in the half. Dana Omer tried to punt away 
from Buddy Jones but the little safety snatched the ball 
on the 17 and got started upfield thanks to a block by 
Bobby Goad. Fullback Bill Chauncey tried to cut Jones 
off at the pass but Buddy slowed and feinted inside. 
When Chauncey gave ground, Thomas swept in, body- 
blocked him off his feet and Jones was home free. Tipps 
tapped through the 20th point six seconds before inter- 
mission. 

Oklahoma crunched 80 yards in seven plays from 
the second half kickoff, the movement being capped by 
Lindell Pearson's 10-yard bolt on the dive-tackle play. 
Tipps goaled. 





State struck back with the longest pass play ever 
pulled on OU. Weeks, retreating from his 13, passed 
deep to end Jim Doran, who speared the ball while run- 
ning laterally at his 40 and cut up the sideline to com- 
plete the 87-yard eye-popper. Ferguson converted. 

OU had to move only 30 yards for the 34-7 tally. 
Pearson picked up most of the yardage but Arnold got 
the six points on a three-yard sneak. Tipps kicked the 
extra point. 


Oklahoma 39, Kansas State 0 


Fumbling fatally only once while attacking for 450 
yards by land and air, the Big Red legions of Oklahoma 
clouted Kansas State, 39-0, to the displeasure of 18,500 
fans in Manhattan November 5. 

With Stan West and Norman McNabb back in 
harness, the OU line blocked Sooner backs an average 
of 7.1 yards every time they carried. And the Sooners 
completed 10 of 18 passes for 145 yards, quarterback 
Darrell Royal hitting six of seven for 82 and understudy 
Claude Arnold hooking up three of five for 72. 

Coach Ralph Graham’s Cats, playing without Elmer 
“One Man Gang” Hackney, crossed midfield only twice 
as OU bounded ahead 14-0 in the first quarter and then 
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wrapped it up with a 19-point salvo in a span of less 
than five minutes in the next round. 

The Sooners required only three shots to spin 60 
yards for the 7-0 score. Junior Thomas jabbed four 
and 10, then Lindell Pearson looped around right end 
for the last 46 with tackle Leon Manley wiping out the 
last defender at the 25. Ken Tipps kicked goal with 
the game 6:10 old. 

Next, the QUers rolled 76 yards in six attempts after 
Jack Lockett intercepted a pass. Royal had gains of 
13 and five, then Leon Heath turned a Thomas lateral 
into a 19-yard pickup. Royal passes ate up the last 42 
yards, Tipps snatching one for 16 and Thomas latching 
on to another for 26 and the tally. Tipps goaled. 

On the 84-yard, 1l-play foray to the 20-0 touch- 
down, Pearson darted 26 and Thomas 14. The latter 
counted from the nine, erupting through right tackle, 
5:20 into the period. 

Ken Parker’s interception and 25-yard return ar- 
ranged the next tally. Pearson slipped around right 
end for 20 yards to the five, Pearson added three and 
Dick Heatly scored on a handoff. Tipps missed with 
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8:35 gone. 

Seconds later, tackle Dean Smith settled on K-State 
quarterback Dana Atkins’ fumble on the Cat 19. Arnold 
passed to the goal, where Jack Lockett took the ball 
away from a defender for the touchdown. Tipps hit and, 
only 85 seconds after the previous tally, it was 33-0. 

OU used the airlanes for its final tally. Arnold and 
end Frankie Anderson collaborated for 20 yards to the 
83. Then Arnold lofted a long pass downfield. Cat 
quarterback John O'Connor tipped the ball into the air 
and Dick Heatly, who was hustling along a step be- 
hind, grabbed it and scored five seconds before the third 
period ended. 


Oklahoma 27, Missouri 7 


Rain-carrying clouds and their own_ ball-handling 
shortcomings proved more of a threat to Oklahoma's de- 
fending Big Six kings than did Missouri’s pretenders to 
the throne as the Sooners scuttled the Tigers, 27-7, in 
view of 37,152 folks at Columbia, November 12. 

Missouri, beaten only by Ohio State 35-34 at Co- 
lumbia and SMU 28-27 at Dallas, had impressive offen- 
sive credentials. ‘The Tigers had passed for 257 yards 
against Ohio State, 242 against Colorado and 230 against 


Oklahoma A&M. 

Their versatile attack had totalled 507 yards on Ohio 
State. 305 on Southern Methodist and 300 on Illinois. 
But Oklahoma limited the students of Don Faurot to 45 
yards rushing and 118 passing. The Sooners ran 103 
plays to Mizzou’s 66 while getting 257 yards running 
and a dozen upstairs. , 

The rains never came, and neither did points in 
the first quarter, when fumbles killed OU offensives at 
the Tiger 14, 27 and 11. But the Sooners finally put 
together a fumble-free drive, covering 52 yards, early 
in the next stanza. 

Lindell Pearson's two carries brought 15 yards and a 
first down on the Missouri 37. After Junior Thomas 
punched out two short gains, Pearson romped around 
right end for 25 to the five. Leon Heath hit to the three 
and Pearson speared over from there, Ken ‘Tipps kick- 
ing point 2:30 into the round. 

Mizzou pulled even as quarterback Phil Klein’s 
passes spurred a 50-length offensive. Klein's 28-yarder 
to end Fred Hulse carried to the 14, and his next shot 
found the same target for the touchdown. John 
Glorioso’s placement tied a 7-all knot eight minutes 
before rest-time. 

Heath thudded back 26 yards to the 30 with the 
kickoff and 14 plays later OU owned the lead again. 
To start things humming, Thomas ankled nine yards over 
guard on an inside pitchout and Darrell Royal jump- 
passed to end Jim Owens for six. 

Later, Royal's keeper produced 13 yards and Heath 
hurtled 10 yards to the seven. Pearson accounted for 
five of the final seven yards, ringing the bell from the 
three. Tipps toed it to 14-7 with 2:45 remaining in 
the half. 

Norman MecNabb’s pinning of a nine-yard loss on 
Klein early in the third round was the beginning of the 
end for Mizzou. On the next play, Bengal fullback 
Bill Houston fumbled and Ken Parker claimed possession 
for OU on the enemy 27. Thomas’ 13-yard trek around 
the left flank carried to the six and Pearson fired a run- 
ning pass to Frankie Anderson for the tally, Tipps mak- 
ing it 21-7 only 4:25 into the last half. 

As the third round faded, Royal intercepted a 
Glorioso pass and shuffled 45 yards to the Tiger 16. 
After Heath gained five and Thomas six, the Sooners 
faced fourth down on the three. Heath slammed into 
the right side and got the touchdown to wind up scor- 
ing 15:40 before the game’s end. 


Oklahoma 28, Santa Clara 21 


Oklahoma got revenge for its lone 1948 loss by out- 
lasting Santa Clara, 28-21, at Norman November 19, but 
not before the Broncos had scared the Sooners—and 
60,145 partisan spectators—silly. 

The Sooners were out to wreak a terrible vengeance 
on the outfit which had scored twice in the last half to 
upset them, 20-17, the previous season. The editor of 
the student paper predicted a 55-0 rout. But this was a 
Santa Clara crew which hadn't been bumped since Cali- 
fornia turned the trick opening day. 

Before the afternoon was over, the Sooners had 
visions of blowing 21-6 and 28-14 leads, a la 1948, as 
two fumbles and a penalty kept them from breaking it 
open. However, when the chips were stacked high near 
the end, the Big Redders came up with the right card— 
ball control—and consumed the final 314 minutes driving 
from their four to SC’s 42. 

The throng, numbering 20,000 more than had ever 
seen a game at OU and including 2,300 bleacherites, 
whooped it up midway of the first round when Bronco 
ace Hall Haynes juggled a snap from center on fourth 
down. He ran 12 yards but OU still got possession on 
the visitors’ 27. Darrell Royal, Lindell Pearson and 
Junior Thomas alternated to the two, then Thomas 
stampeded into the end zone, Ken Tipps making it 7-0 
with 914 minutes played. 

Santa Clara counterattacked in the second quarter 
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as left half Haynes harpooned through the left side and 
sprinted 32 yards before Royal hauled him down by a 
heel. Fullback Buster Wraith waded 29 to the six, where 
linebacker Ken Parker caught him from behind, and the 
Sooners suddenly realized they were in for a rough 
afternoon. 

Two plunges and a penalty later the Broncs were 
back on the 12, but quarterback Len: Napolitano tossed a 
touchdown pass to end Monty Osborn. To preserve the 
Sooner lead, guard Stan West rumbled in to block Joe 
Vargas’ placement. 

On the first play after the kickoff, Pearson made 
one yard. On the second fullback Leon Heath toma- 
hawked through right tackle and long-strided it 81 yards 
to score. The freeing blocks had been thrown by alter- 
nate team linemen Clair Mayes and Dean Smith. Tipps 
toed through the 14-6 point. 

One series later Buddy Jones swooshed back 32 yards 
with a punt to the Brone 45. Heath cruised 16 and 
Junior Thomas five before the latter shot clear and zig- 
zagged the last 24 yards to payoff territory. Tipps 
made it 21-6 and it appeared the rout was unfolding. 

But the rest of the first half belonged to Santa 
Clara. Haynes’ 62-yard punt got the OUs in trouble. 
Royal, mistakenly thinking he’d caught the ball on the 
one-foot line, tried to circle out of the end zone but was 
tackled by end Don White for a safety. 

Shortly thereafter, Royal's fumble put the Brones in 
business at OU’s four. The Sooners held for downs 
and punted out to the 34, Quarterback John Pasco 
passed to half back Delmar Rasmussen for 16, then 
after firing one blank he shot a flat pass to end Dick 
Wiborn for 18 yards and the score, 33 seconds before 
intermission. Again West wrecked the placement try, 
leaving the OU lead at 21-14. 

Dame Fortune embraced the Sooners on the second 
half kickoff, Abe Dung fumbling to Wade Walker on 
the Brone 15. Thomas took Royal's pitch and wheeled 
all the way around the left side, Tipps kicking the Sooner 
margin up to 28-14 only 23 seconds into the period. 

The next 1444 minutes were frustrating ones for the 
Sooners. Haynes halted one OU drive by intercepting 


a pass on his 15, Thomas’ fumble on the six nixed a 39- 
yard foray and a holding penalty nullified Pearson's 65- 
yard journey. It was the fourth scoring jaunt he’d 
lost to a penalty during the year. 

Late in the fourth quarter, Royal and Haynes were 
locked in a punting duel when Santa Clara suddenly 
struck. At his 42, Napolitano executed a full spin fake 
and pitched wide to Rasmussen. The lanky halfback 
curved around his left end, veered back to the right and 
spun away from tacklers twice during a 48-yard trip to 
touchdown-land. Vargas’ boot lifted the Broncs to 
within 28-21. 

Three and a half minutes from the siren Haynes 
toed a 56-yard punt dead on OU's four. The Sooners 
were in deep trouble but they humped up and clung to 
the ball the rest of the time, punching 54 yards to the 
Santa Clara 42 with six of the 10 plays involved being 
Royal sneaks. 

In shattering a 33-year-old school record by notching 
their 19th consecutive triumph, the Sooners posted a 
295-122 rushing edge and gained 75 yards passing to 
Santa Clara’s 89. 

The OUs lost three fumbles but Heath netted 128 
yards on 13 carries, Thomas 115 on 19, and Pearson 
54 on 16. Royal’s 12 carries produced a deficit of two 
lengths but he completed five of seven passes for 75 
yards. Haynes’ 59 yards on seven tries paced the losers 
while Rasmussen posted 53 on two as the Broncos earned 
an Orange Bowl bid with their sturdy stand against 
the Sooners. 


Oklahoma 41, Oklahoma A&M 0 


Amassing all their points in the initial 37 minutes 
of combat, Oklahoma’s Sooners slammed Oklahoma 
A&M, 41-0, before 47,937 witnesses in Norman Novem- 


ber 26 to complete an all-victorious season and clinch a 
Sugar Bowl berth. 


On their first possession, the Sooners blazed 72 
vards to score. Against an 8-1-2 defense that invited 
passing, quarterback Darrell Royal flipped 10 yards to 
end Jim Owens and 40 yards to Heath to pace the of- 
fensive, Thomas collected the six points on a five-yard 
dive and Ken Tipps converted 414 minutes into the fracas. 


Only four plays were required in OU's cruise to the 
14-0 marker. After Pearson and Heath jaunts totalled 
15 yards, sub signal caller Claude Arnold passed to Pear- 
son for 41 to the 24. On next down, Pearson shot a 
running pass to right end Bobby Goad for the touch- 
down. Tipps kicked goal. 

The Aggies regrouped and tramped 60 yards in 18 
plays to OU's six. But the assault was thwarted when 
Ed Lisak and Ken Parker collared Ben Aldridge for a 
four-yard loss. 
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Buddy Jones scored on lowa State with this 83- yord punt rial 


On OU’s first play from the 10, Thomas took a 
pitchout, circled left end and shuffled 90 yards along 
the west sideline to score as Owens, Heath, Wade 
Walker and Charley Dowell dumped defenders. It was 
the longest run from scrimmage by a Sooner in modern 
times. Tipps booted the 21-0 point with 10 minutes left 
in the half. 

A 73-yard, five-play foray made it 28-0. Pearson's 
four-yard trek was the first, and shortest. Lopin’ Lindell 
followed through with a 16-length romp around right 
end and Arnold, finding himself receiverless on a pass, 
snaked up the middle 30 yards to the Aggie 25. Heath 
covered the rest of the distance on a pitchout and Tipps 
converted. 

Early in the third round, Cowboy John Grabko 
lofted a 48-yard punt to the OU 42. Buddy Jones took 
it and criss-crossed to Royal, who was in trouble but 
made it to the sideline past blocks by Ken Parker and 
Goad, At the boundary, Royal found a wall of blockers 
and went 58 to a touchdown. Tipps missed. 

Touchdown No. 6 was a one-shot production by Pear- 
son, who plowed through a hole opened by Leon Manley 
and Jim Owens and flew 52 yards to score. As he hit 
the end zone, Pearson quickly looked back for one of 
the penalty flags that had robbed him of four touchdowns 
and a 6l-yard trek earlier in the campaign. But this 
time the field was clear. Tipps kicked the placement 
to close scoring. 

Oklahoma's 363-yard rushing total included Thomas’ 
107 yards on six carries, Pearson's 95 on eight, Heath’s 
76 on six, Arnold’s 31 on seven, George Brewer's 25 on 
five and Royal’s 19 on four. The Sooners lost only one 
fumble. 

For A&M Grabko covered 26 yards in nine efforts 
and Kenny Roof 25 in 12, but quarterback Jack Hartman 
was 40 yards in the hole on four attempted passes and 
the Aggies netted only 38 yards. 


1949 


27 


Passing-wise, A&M had a 199-181 edge as Hartman 
hooked up 12 of 23 for 174 yards. Royal hit four of 
nine for 82, Arnold half of his six for 75 and Pearson 
one of one for 24. Dick Heatly punted four times for 
a 47.5 average. 

Commenting on his players after the Sooners sacked 
Oklahoma A&M to wrap up his first all-victorious sea- 
son, Bud Wilkinson said, “They've started something in 
football at Oklahoma that I am very hopeful we can 
perpetuate in the future.” 


Oklahoma 35, Louisiana State 0 


The 1949 Sooners saved their best ‘til the last, the 
Oklahomans annihilating Louisiana State, 35-0, in the 
Jan. 2, 1950 Sugar Bowl battle after being aroused by the 
celebrated “spy incident” during pre-game training. 

Scientific forecaster Norman Sper’s poop sheet 
showed the OU-LSU fracas would be the ‘closest bowl 
game.” But it didn’t turn out quite that way as the 
snooped-on Sooners stormed out with blood in their 
eyes and spilled it all over the Bayou Bengals as punish- 
ment for the “Affair Biloxi.” 

Sooner coaches received a tip someone was spying 
on their Biloxi, Miss., workouts. They sent out scouts 
the next day. Sitting on a stepladder between two small 
buildings and partially hidden by a blanket stretched 
between the two structures, they found a man with 
pencil, scratch pad and binoculars. 

He was dragged into the open by OU photographer 
Ned Hockman, Dr. C. B. McDonald of Oklahoma City, 
Biloxi policeman John Askin jr. and Tulane assistant 
coach John Scafidi. From a picture snapped by Biloxi 
commercial photographer Bill Dennis, the spy was iden- 
tified as Piggy Barnes, former LSU tackle who was then 
with the Philadelphia Eagles. 

Wilkinson, blasting an opponent for the only time 
in his 18 coaching years, said a month of work on a new 
offense and special defense was useless because ‘The 
interloper saw every card in our hand.” LSU officials 
hotly denied involvement, claiming Wilkinson was manu- 
facturing a pre-game alibi because he hadn’t wanted to 
match his No, 2 ranked Sooners against LSU, which had 
soared to ninth with a sensational seasonal finish. 

After the game, quarterback Darrell Royal said the 
spy’s reports had made OU’s drop-back passes ineffective 
because the Tigers knew what to expect. But the Sooners 
didn’t need the drop-back passes to slaughter LSU in 
the most lopsided set-to in Sugar Bowl annals. 

After softening up LSU in the first round, the Soon- 
ers landed the knockout blow by scoring twice in a three- 
minute and 45-second surge in heat No. 2. Lindell Pear- 
son's running pass to Junior Thomas clicked for 34 yards 
and the ice-breaking tally and next time around Thomas 
hacked across from five yards out. Ken Tipps converted 
both times for a 14-0 halftime edge. 

Touchdown No. 3 was fullback Leon Heath's &6- 
yard jaunt in the third quarter. It was the longest junket 
in Sugar Bowl history, surpassing by 11 lengths the ef- 
fort of Tulsan Jimmy Ford against Georgia Tech in 
1944. And it helped earn Heath the outstanding player 
trophy. 

Only 2:15 had elapsed in the second half when 
Heath went bye-bye. Early in the final round, Royal's 
five-yard run and Tipps’ placement made it 28-0 and 
then that man Heath hit the reeling Bengals a 34-yard 
scoring lick 4:15 into the period. Tipps completed his 
5-for-5 day to wrap it up. 

During the afternoon, Heath covered 170 yards on 
15 carries. Pearson realized 57 yards from 10 tries and 
Thomas 34 from 15. With Royal blanked on four drop- 
back pitches, Pearson accounted for all of OU's 74 pass- 
ing yards by going 2-for-7, LSU hit nine of 20 passes 
for 121 yards but managed only 38 yards rushing. 

In the wake of Oklahoma's 35-0 victory over LSU, 
New Orleans reporter Pete Baird wrote, “No wonder 
those Oklahoma boys are Big Seven champions. Every 
time you looked up they had another big seven.” 
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Scoreboard 


Oklahoma 28 Boston College 0O 
Oklahoma34 Texas A&M 28 


Oklahoma 14 Texas 13 
Oklahoma 58 Kansas State 0 
Oklahoma 20 lowa State 7 
Oklahoma 27 Colorado 18 
Oklahoma 33 Kansas 13 
Oklahoma 41 Missouri 7 
Oklahoma 49 Nebraska 35 
Oklahoma 41 Oklahoma A&M 14 
Sugar Bowl 
Oklahoma 7_ Kentucky 13 
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WILKINSON ARNOLD 





TEAM—Voted national champions; Won Big Seven title; Went to Sugar Bowl third straight year, losing 
to Kentucky, 13-7; Ran consecutive victory streak to 31 before loss to Kentucky; Sef national record 
for pass interception avoidance, losing only three of 144 passes. 


INDIVIDUAL—Bud Wilkinson named Coach of the Year in Associoted Press poll; Quarterback Claude 
Arnold set national record for pass interception avoidance, throwing 114 times with only one caught 
by the enemy; leon Heath, Jim Weatherall, Buddy Jones and Frankie Anderson made All-America. 





Co-Captains— 





Harry Moore, Blackwell, and Norman 
McNabb, Norman. 


Sooner Assistants— 


Gomer Jones, Pop Ivy, Bill Jennings, 
George Lynn and Orville Tuttle. 


Team Roster 


Allen, Sam B 195 Chickasha _ House, Neil T 225 Sayre 
Anderson, Frankie E 200 Oklahoma CitylIngram, Auston E 170 Lawton 
Arnold, Claude OB 18) Okmulgee Ingram, Jerry Cc 190 Lawton 
Ball, Eugene T 185 Muskogee Janes, Art ¥ 203 Holdenville 
Beckman, Bill E 190 Muskogee Jones, Buddy B 158 Holdenville 
Blair, Bill B 185 Plainview, Texas Keller, Kay E 185 Thomas 


Brown, Melvin T 195 Denison, Texas Lisak, Ed E 195 Kalamazoo, Mich. 
Bynum, Chef  '&, We. Cilshoia City Lockett, Jock _& 185: "Mormon 


Carnahan, Sam Cc 90 Kilgore, Texas Mayes, Clair G 210 Muskogee 
Carney, Blythe B 190 Tulso__ McNabb, Norman G 185 Norman _ 
Catlin, Tom Cc 187 Ponca City McPhail, Buck B 198 Oklahoma City 
Claibourne, Bob G 19 Moore, Harry Cc 200 Blackwell 


5 Dewey 
Clark, Bert G 195 Wichita Fails. Texas Murphy, Floyd Cc 200 Tulsa 
Cornelius, George G 213 Cherokee Needs, Al B 175 El Reno 
Covin, Bill 220 Hobart Nelson, Jennings £ 195 Enid 


Cotton, Larry B 185 Blackwell Pace, Harry Cc 190 Odessa, Texas 
Crawford, Dale B 175 Reno Patterson, immy B 195 Odessa, Texas 
Crowder, Eddie B 6-0 170 Muskogee Post, Tony 185 Shawnee 
Cunningham, Joe B 160 Purcell Powell, Ray B 185 Perryton, Texas 
Davis, Geronimo E 195 Miami Reddell, John E 175 Oklahoma City 
Davis, Jim G 205 McAlester Rowland, Ed T 220 Odessa, Texas 
Ellis, Dick E 195 Kansas City, Mo. Sampson, Ed E 203 Monahans, Texas 
Gaut, Bobby G 200 Wichita Falls, Texas Santee, Jack 5 190 Skiatook 
Goodmiller, Charles T 190 Norman Silva, Fronk ‘B 175 Oklahoma City 
Gray, Tommy B 157 Seminole Smith, Dean T 205 Tulsa 

Green, Merrill B 176 Chickasha Smith, Fred G 185 Mangum 

Heath, Leon B 197 Hollis Teska, John T 217 Baton Rouge, La. 
Heatley, Dick B 175 Mangum Vessels, Billy B 184 Cleveland 
Horkey, Joe G 204 Tulsa Weatherall, Jim T 220 Hooker 
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Fullback Leon Heath eludes Texas Aggies’ Bob Shaeffer for the first of three touchdowns he scored in 34-28 win, 


First National Championship Comes to Soonerland—Nebraska 
Repulsed in 49-35 Thriller—Kentucky Snaps a String 


Oklahoma 28, Boston College 0 


Notching their 22nd consecutive triumph in the 1950 
opener at Norman September 30, Oklahoma's Sooners 
utilized a pass interception, flubbed punting attempt and 
Buddy Jones’ clutch jaunts to bounce Boston College, 
28-0, before 33,000 fans. 

Jones was at left half in the starting backfield with 
quarterback Claude Arnold, halfback Dick Heatly and 
fullback Leon Heath. The relieving backfield had Eddie 
Crowder at quarter, Frank Silva at full and Billy Vessels 
and Tommy Gray at the halves. 

Along the starting line were Kay Keller. Jim Weath- 
erall, Bert Clark, Harry Moore, Clair Mayes, Dean Smith 
and Frankie Anderson. Pinch-hitting forwards were Jack 
Lockett, Art Janes, Norman McNabb, Tom Catlin, Joe 
Horkey, J. W. Cole and John Reddell. 

It took the Sooners only nine plays to march 53 
yards first time they had the ball. The 155-pound Jones’ 
23-stride trek to the five was the key lick with Heatly 
hitting the last two yards for the score and Weatherall 
converting. 

Late in the second period, Dean Smith intercepted a 
Dick McBride pass and lumbered nine yards to the 
BC 41. Only four minutes remained as Reddell worked 
the end around play for 15. Later, Gray ripped right 
tackle for 10 to the one with 25 seconds showing on 
the clock. 

OU called time and Arnold furnished signals for 
two plays, eliminating the necessity of huddling. On 
the first, Gray was stopped on a dive but the Sooners 
hustled into position and Jones split left tackle for the 
tally past blocks by Keller, Weatherall, Clark and Moore. 
Only 12 seconds were left when Weatherall kicked goal. 
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Jones had the bad luck to fumble after flashing 60 
yards to the five on a screen pass early in the second 
half. But soon afterward the little ‘un from Holden- 
ville hopped back 15 yards to the Eagle 33 with a punt. 
Anderson gained 15 on the end around. ‘Then Vessels, 
an 18-year-old sophomore, rifled an 18-yard scoring pass 
to Anderson and Weatherall whacked home the 21-0 point. 

Bill Beckman, end from Muskogee, was on hand 
to recover when BC’s McBride bobbled the snap on a 
punt at his 10. Gray reversed through the left side and 
scored, Weatherall goaling to wrap up the point making. 
Sophomores Eddie Crowder of Muskogee and Bill Blair 
of Plainview, Texas, handled the quarterbacking during 
the scoreless last round. 

After OU blanked Boston College for the second 
straight year and gave coach Denny Meyers the second 
whitewashing of his career, a Boston scribe wrote, “Okla- 
homa has Boston College’s number. It's zero.” 


Oklahoma 34, Texas AGM 28 


In one of the classi¢e comebacks in gridiron annals, 
Oklahoma’s Sooners wrested a 34-28 decision from Texas 
A&M in a rousing scoring orgy that had 40,000 specta- 
tors deliriously dizzy at the end of the October 7 
sizzler in Norman. 

The Sooners, down 28-21 in the fourth quarter, 
utilized the accurate right arm of quarterback Claude 
Arnold to twice swarm 69 yards to ‘must’ touchdowns in 
the fading moments of conflict. 

After the first drive jumbo Jim Weatherall missed 
the placement that would have tied the score. But there 
was a reverse English aspect to the bad break, the Sooners 
cranking up and outracing the clock on a game-winning 
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journey. 

The Aggies scored first after Glenn Lippmann’s 40- 
vard scoring jaunt was wiped out by a penalty. The 50- 
vard movement appeared to have failed at the OU 25 
when Norman McNabb and Kay Keller threw Delmar 
Sikes for a loss. But OU was called for piling and the 
T-Ags had the ball on the 13. Yale Lary sliced through 
right tackle and seored from there on the last play of 
the first quarter. Darrow Hooper converted. 

OU moved 43 yards to tie it up 7:12 into the next 
round. From the 25, fullback Leon Heath thundered off 
lefi tackle and stiff-armed two defenders aside on his 
way to paydirt. Weatherall goaled. 

On the Sooners’ next possession, Arnold flipped a 
10-yard shot to Heath, who took it on the 40 and went 
all the way, lugging defender Gary Anderson over the 
goal on his back. Weatherall made it 14-7 with 9:26 gone. 

The Cadets got even quickly. On the first play after 
the kickoff, Billy Tidwell took a pitchout, circled the 
left flank and scooted 75 yards down the west sideline 
to score. Hooper tied it up only 18 seconds after OU's 
touchdown. 

The Cadets were pinned deep by the second half 
kickoff and punted out to their 33. Soph Billy Vessels 
ran left tackle for seven and then churned the other 26 
yards on a pitchout to the right. Heath and Frankie 
Anderson tossing crucial blocks. Weatherall kicked the 
21-14 point. 

A 12-play, 61-yard foray netted the Cadets another 
tie, Tidwell contributed a 17-yard pickup and Dick 
Gardemal's pass to Charlie Hodge gobbled up 11 to the 
OU four. Lippman punched right tackle for the touch- 
down and Hooper re-knotted the count with 19:17 re- 
maining. 

Fullback Bob Smith distributed gloom around Owen 
Stadium by dashing around left end for 50 yards 27 
seconds into the final period, Hooper’s boot putting OU 
in a 28-21 hole. 

After OU’s first bid for a tie was thwarted by 
Heath’s fumble at the enemy 39, the Sooners pieced 
together their initial 69-yard march. Vessels and Dick 
Heatly accounted for the longest gains as OU tromped 
to the 32. From there, Arnold whipped a scoring shot 
to Vessels 3:36 from the end. 

Shooting for a tie, Weatherall missed for the first 
time in eight tries. The crowd was shocked into silence 
but recovered and applauded as the dejected tackle 
trudged to the sideline, sank to one knee and sobbed. 

The Sooners humped up and held the Cadets on the 
next series and Yale Lary punted out on OU's 31 with 
1:46 left. On first down, an Arnold to Vessels aerial 
made 30 to the T-Ag 39. Arnold’s next throw fell in- 
complete, Heath misplacing it in the sun. 

Arnold next passed to halfback Tommy Gray for 11. 
Then he hit Heath for 14, the fullback wisely stepping 
out of bounds when cornered to kill the clock with 1:01 
showing. Arnold fired to Gray for 10 to the four. 

With the national championship and a 22-game win- 
ning skein hanging in the balance on the next down, 
Arnold lateralled wide to Heath, who stampeded around 
left end for the touchdown. Weatherall converted as 
spectators spilled out of the stands, ready for the riotous 
celebration which followed 37 seconds later. 

With Tidwell gaining 114 yards, Smith 111 and 
Lippmann 55, the Aggies became the first team since 
Bud Wilkinson’s debut against Detroit to outrush the 
Sooners, posting a 271-205 advantage. But OU led in 
passing, 169-11, as Arnold connected on 10 of 19 for 161. 

Heath was OU's rushing leader with 78 yards on 14 
carries. Vessels netted 56 on 15, Heatly 49 on seven 
and Buddy Jones 32 on two. Vessels was successful on 
his only pass for eight yards. 

After OU's sensational come-from-behind victory over 
Texas A&M, Bud Wilkinson exclaimed, “That was the 
finest football finish I have ever seen. I still don’t see 
how we did it. You just don’t move 69 yards in one 
minute and nine seconds against a team as good as the 
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Texas Aggies.” 
Oklahoma 14, Texas 13 


Oklahoma got a national championship break in the 
fading moments of its October 14 struggle with Texas at 
Dallas, a Longhorn punter’s “freezing” on the ball furnish- 
ing the Sooners the opportunity they needed to sweep 
from behind for a 14-13 triumph before 75,968 frenzied 
fans. 

The Sooners’ 23-game winning string hung by a 
thread in a defensive duel which saw each outfit fritter 
away four scoring chances. But when Old Man Oppor- 
tunity knocked late, the Big Redders flung open the 
door and quickly admitted him. 

Early in the game, Claude Arnold's two-yard pickup 
launched a 52-yard scoring movement, Billy Vessels, 
starting his first game, swooshed around the right side 
for 19 and Leon Heath took off for 29 to the one on a 
fullback counter play. After Arnold was stopped on a 
sneak, Vessels smashed over on a handoff and Jim 
Weatherall converted for a 7-0 lead with 4:12 gone. 

Texas finally got even 2:16 into the second quarter 
after Gib Dawson streaked 24 yards to the Oklahoma 46 
on a punt return. Seven plays. including a tackle-eligible 
toss from Tompkins to Gene Vykukal for 20 to the 15, 
produced the touchdown, which was scored from the 15 
by fullback Byron Townsend on a trap play. Bill Porter’s 
placement tied it up. 

Late in the first half, Texas thumped 60 yards for 
a first down on the five. Townsend plunged four yards 
on the first play but three shots later, OU took over 
at the one. 

Each side wasted a long drive in the scoreless third 
round. The Steers stomped 55 yards to the five but 
Townsend fumbled to Buddy Jones. The Sooners retali- 
ated with a 71-yard march to UT's 24, the big blow being 
Arnold's 33-vard aerial to halfback Dick Heatly. But 
OU lost possession after end Jack Lockett dropped 
Arnold’s pass in the end zone. 

Shortly after the final stanza opened, Steer safety 
Bobby Dillon intercepted a Heatly pass and flitted 45 
yards to score. Porter missed the placement but UT 
led, 13-7, with 12:41 left to play. 

With the clock running relentlessly, OU had to punt 
and Heatly angled the ball out on Texas’ 23 with 6:17 
to go. Townsend was blanked twice and left half Bob 
Raley was collared for a nine-yard loss, so Texas faced 
a kicking situation. 

Porter. in punt formation on the five, froze on the 
ball. He finally tried to run it out but Big Redders 
buried him on the 11 and OU took over 4:45 from the 
end. When Vessels failed to gain on first down, OU dug 
into its bag of tricks. 

Arnold faked a handoff to Heath, then pitched back 
to Vessels, who was cutting to the right from his left 
half post. Billy the Kid steamrollered a Steer close to 
the goal while strutting 11 yards to the tying touchdown. 
Weatherall whacked in the winning point 3:46 before 
the end, 


Oklahoma 58, Kansas State 0 


Crippled Kansas State stuck its finger in the Big 
Red dike and permitted only a six-point trickle for more 
than 20 minutes at Norman October 21, Then the dam 
busted and Oklahoma submerged the Wildcats in a flood 
of touchdowns for a 58-0 victory achieved before 40,000 
fans. 

OU's lone early tally came on a 72-yard strike after 
Ed Lisak recovered a fumble. The payoff was a 21- 
yard pitch from quarterback Claude Arnold to end 
Frankie Anderson. Weatherall missed point with 7:59 
gone. 

Sophomore Merrill Green’s 18-yard punt return ar- 
ranged the scenery for OU'’s dam-breaking touchdown. 
The Sooners had to use nine plays to cover 42 yards, 
Billy Vessels romping around the right flank for one 
yard and the 12-0 touchdown, 


Two six-pointers in the final 87 seconds of the second 
round broke the Cats’ backs. Arnold’s 22-yard pass to 
Frank Silva set up Tommy Gray's four-yard journey to 
the 19-0 tally, Weatherall goaling. 

Sixteen seconds from intermission, K-State fired a 
blank on a fourth down pass from its 38 and OU scored 
on the first try from there, Arnold tossing to Anderson. 
Weatherall converted. 

The third period was 114% minutes old before the 
Wildcats yielded another touchdown. Vessels swept 27 
strides to the eight on a punt runback and Silva rolled 
four yards around right end to score as Gray blocked. 
Weatherall missed. 

Seconds later, Lane Brown tried a lateral to Bob 
Mayer and Sooner end Bill Beckman intercepted on the 
State seven. Gray gouged right guard for the score on 
first down but a bad snap prevented Weatherall’s kick, 
leaving it 38-0 at the three-quarter pole. 

In the fourth quarter, Green returned a punt 15 
vards to his 34. Dale Crawford, 19-year-old El Reno 
sophomore, then carried for the first time in his col- 
legiate career and cavorted 66 yards to a touchdown. 
Weatherall booted the 45-0 point five minutes into the 
round. 

Green spun 32 yards to the K-State 43 on his next 
punt runback. Halfback Al Needs darted around right 
end for 32 to the 11, Perryton, Texas soph Raymond 
Powell bucked to the three and Plainview, Texas new- 
comer Bill Blair banged in from there. Weatherall goaled. 

Eighteen seconds before time elapsed, State’s Alton 
Davis passed from deep in his own territory. Blythe 
Carney, sophomore quarterback from Tulsa, intercepted 
and cleated 25 yards to a touchdown. The final score 
settled at 58-0 when the center goofed on a placement try. 

OU outrushed the Manhattans, 435-48, despite five 
lost fumbles, with Crawford chopping 83 yards on two 
tries, Silva 60 on 10, Heatly 59 on 10, Needs 38 on four, 
Vessels 33 on eight, Jack Santee 32 on two, Heath 29 on 
five, soph fullback Buck McPhail 23 on five, Biair 
21 on six, Gray 18 on four, Powell 16 on three, Arnold 
11 on one, soph Larry Cotton eight on three and Green 
four on three. 

Upstairs, the Sooners eased to a 120-32 advantage. 
Arnold completed five of 11 throws for 102 lengths and 
Blair’s 2-for-4 day netted 18. 


Oklahoma 20, lowa State 7 


Oklahoma's Sooners contained national passing leader 
Bill Weeks when it counted and breezed past Iowa State, 
20-7, before 17,000 fans in Ames, October 28. 

While Big Red quarterback Claude Arnold was run- 
ning his total pass attempts without interception to 59, 
Weeks had his troubles. Bill the Bomber, who had 
averaged 12.6 completions for 183.6 yards in previous 
fracases, managed a 9-for-19 afternoon for 121 yards, 
But Buddy Jones and Ed Lisak logged interceptions and 
Weeks got three of his completions and 85 of his yards 
in the last six minutes after the Sooners had lost interest. 

Weeks pitched I-State in close early before Frankie 
Anderson and Jim Weatherall pinned successive 15 and 
17-yard losses on him. OU then ate up 82 yards in 14 
plays, the longest gain being Tommy Gray’s 11-yarder. 
Billy Vessels slipped through left tackle for six and the 
score 12:39 into the game. Weatherall missed the 
extra point. 

In the second period, the Sooners went 76 in seven 
plays. Arnold ignited the spark with an _ eight-yard 
keeper, then tossed to Vessels for 24. Vessels strolled 
the right side for 18, Dick Heatly went the other way 
for 19 to the six and Heatly poked over from the two. 
Buck McPhail, who was subbing for injured Leon Heath, 
converted 7:52 before rest-time. 

A short Iowa State punt set the Sooners up at the 
Cyclone 22 early in the last canto. Arnold and Heatly 
lugged for half of the required distance, then Vessels 
speared straight ahead on a handoff to score. McPhail 
made it 20-0. 
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Coach Bud Wilkinson congratulates Bob Gout after the Texas victory. 


State scored a save-face six-pointer on a 73-yard 
foray aided by two roughing and one defensive holding 
calls against the OUs. Weeks tossed seven-yard passes to 
Jim Doran and Wilhelmi, then covered the last 30 paces 
on a heave to Doran. Clendening converted 5:15 from 
the end. 

Weeks and Doran teamed on a 52-yard spectacular 
that carried to OU’s 26 late, but the Sooners held. 

Vessels was the Sooner rushing leader, moving 72 
yards on 16 carries. Heatly netted 69 on 13, McPhail 
36 on six, Arnold 25 on 15, Frank Silva 17 on two and 
Tommy Gray 15 on two. 


Oklahoma 27, Colorado 18 


Oklahoma’s Sooners established a modern American 
record of 27 straight victories at Boulder November 4 
but not before Colorado treated the visitors to the usual 
high-altitude thrills in a 27-18 stemwinder played to an 
audience of 29,500 

An OU fumble helped Colorado break on top. The 
Buffs couldn’t move from the Sooner 30 but punted dead 
on the two. When OU booted out, Colorado struggled 25 
yards in 10 plays to score. Fullback Merwin Hodel 
hammered out 20 of the yards, including the last one, 
on four cracks. Bert Clark blocked Lee Venske’s try 
for point No. 7. 

Leon Heath, back in harness after a two-week layoff, 
bulldozed 13 and eight to start OU on an 81-yard offen- 
sive to the go-ahead touchdown. From the Buff 46, 
Vessels took a pitchout and raced right. He broke free 
thanks to blocks by Heath, Dean Smith and John Reddell, 
and cut inside the safety on his goalward romp. Weather- 
all’s boot put OU out front. 

When Zack Jordan attempted to quick kick OU into 
a hole, Buddy Jones pranced back 21 yards to his 36 
and the Sooners set sail again. Arnold kept for 11, 
Heath twice chugged to first downs and Vessels turned 
end for 20. From the eight, Vessels faked an end run, 
pulled up and passed to Dick Heatly in the end zone. 
Weatherall converted but a penalty made him try again 
from the 17 and he missed. 

That left Colorado within shooting distance of a tie 
but the Sooners fixed that on their first possession of 
the second half, spinning 72 yards in 10 tries. The key 
blow was an Arnold to Heatly pitch that produced 32 
yards to the 16. From there, Arnold ran four straight 
keepers, counting on the fourth from the four. Weatherall 
kicked the score up to 20-6. 
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On the ensuing kickoff, a penalty on OU helped 
Colorado out to its 46. Jordan passed to Chuck Mosher 
for 21, hit Hodel and Roger Williams for short gains and 
then zeroed in on Mosher again for 19 yards and a touch- 
down. Venske missed the crucial point, leaving CU 
behind, 20-12. 

The Sooners sewed it up following Vessels’ 29-yard 
run to the Colorado 49 on an intercepted pass. The Buffs 
then got the Arnold treatment again. Nine plays were 
needed to score. Buck McPhail carried once for five 
but Arnold lugged on the other eight, squeezing over 
from one yard out. Weatherall’s kick made it 27-12 
with seven minutes left. 

Colorado counterattacked 80 yards in 12 plays. From 
the OU 47, Jordan passed to Hodel for 37 and a rough- 
ing call shoved the Sooners back to the one. Hodel was 
stacked up twice, then fumbled on the goal, but team- 
mate Mosher dropped on the ball in the end zone for 
the touchdown. 

Each side threatened once more. OU fumbled after 
driving 45 yards to the 18 and Colorado was on the 
Sooner three when the gun sounded. 

Arnold amassed his 132 yards on 24 rushes while 
Vessels gained 120 on 12. Heath totalled 43 on six, 
Heatly 26 on nine, McPhail 22 on three and Tommy 
Gray eight on two. Arnold completed six of 10 passes 
for 73 and Vessels hooked up one of two for eight. 


Oklahoma 33, Kansas 13 


Down 13-0 in the third quarter and face to face with 
their first defeat in 28 Saturdays, Oklahoma's Sooners 
gave up the fumbling way of life just in time and par- 
layed the running of Leon Heath, the passing of Claude 
Arnold and the alert defensive efforts of Bert Clark, 
Tom Catlin and Buddy Jones into a 33-13 triumph over 
Kansas at Lawrence November 11. 

A throng of 39,000 was treated to the rare sight of a 
Sooner crew being blanked for some 40 minutes. But 
the Big Red charged down the stretch like Whirlaway 
to win going away. 

Nine times the OUers fumbled and seven times pos- 
session was lost. Four of the goofs gummed up promis- 
ing offensives early, as did a pass interception. During 
the same quarter and a half of sparring, two Kansas 
marches were blunted in OU territory. 

The Hawks finally opened scoring in the second 
round, Chet Strehlow and Lyn Smith collaborating on 
a 55-yard aerial payoff. Fox Cashell’s placement pro- 


Linebacker Bert Clark intercepts a pass from Cowboy 
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Bob Steel in the 41-14 lacing of Oklahoma A&M. 


vided Kansas with its 7-0 halftime bulge. 

On the first offensive play of the third stanza, Hawk 
righthalf Wade Stinson, a war veteran with a maimed 
left hand, blazed 71 yards to a touchdown, Kansas set- 
tling for a 13-0 advantage when Cashell missed the kick. 


From kickoff, the aroused Sooners stormed 76 yards. 
Heath triggered the onslaught with a 21-yard blast. 
After short gains carried to the KU 44, Arnold passed 
to Dick Heatly for 13. Three plays later, Arnold heaved 
a 22-yard touchdown strike to sophomore end Kay 
Keller and Weatherall’s placement lifted OU up to 13-7. 

Three long Arnold aerials led an 89-yard parade to 
the tying tally early in the last quarter. Claude hit 
Billy Vessels for 22, and Heatly for 25 before ringing 
the six-point bell with a 32-yarder to end Jack Lockett. 
Weatherall’s miss left the count knotted. 

On the ensuing kickoff, Clark brawned down and 
spilled Wells on the KU 14. When Dolph Simons punted 
dead on the midfield stripe, OU got the go-ahead touch- 
down on one play. Arnold passed to Vessels, who 
boomed 50 yards to score with help from a downfield 
block by Heath. Weatherall converted for a 20-13 lead. 

Shortly afterward, Strehlow threw from deep in his 
own end of the field. Catlin intercepted and traipsed 19 
yards to a touchdown that, capped by Weatherall’s place- 
ment, put OU home free at 27-13. 

Another desperation Jay pass was picked off by 
Jones in the late milling, the little safetyman getting 
back 30 yards to the KU 20. An 1l-yard Arnold to John 
Reddell aerial netted the score. The kick was blocked. 

Heath “Mule Trained” his way 140 yards on 25 
carries while Vessels realized 93 on 11 and Heatly 38 
on 11. Arnold completed nine of 15 passes for an even 
200 yards. 

For KU, Stinson totalled 114 yards on 23 tries. 
Hawk halfback ace Charley Hoag, who was injured early 
in the final period, managed 70 on 19 jaunts. But losses 
on attempted passes left KU with only 182 rushing, com- 
pared to Oklahoma’s 305. The Jays pitched for 126 
yards, 74 less than Arnold netted. 


Oklahoma 41, Missouri 7 


Mauling Missouri with what bossman Bud Wilkinson 
termed their best performance of the year, Oklahoma’s 
Big Red bullies barrelled to a 41-7 victory before 47,000 
payees in Norman November 18. 

In contrast to the Kansas contest, which saw Claude 
Arnold throwing for 200 yards, the Sooners stuck chiefly 


to the ground in manufacturing a game-wrecking, 27-0 
halftime lead. 

The first march was all infantry, 60 yards being 
covered in five tries. After Arnold scurried around end 
for 10, Heath tossed in treks of 23 and 22 yards with 
J. W. Cole’s block springing him on the latter. Billy 
Vessels scored from the one and Jim Weatherall’s place- 
ment posted an early 7-0 lead. 

Touchdown No. 2 came on a 50-yard punt return by 
Buddy Jones. The senior safety faked a handoff to 
Tommy Gray, reached the sideline and rambled in as 
Dean Smith, Ed Lisak and Tom Catlin kept unfriendly 
folks away from him. Weatherall missed. 

Missouri's main accomplishment of the afternoon was 
Harold Carter’s interception of an Arnold aerial late in 
the first round. It was the first theft of the autumn off 
Arnold, who had thrown 86 times previously. Thus, he 
fell six short of the national record held by Cornell's 
Lynn Dorsett. 

In the second period, Jones returned a punt 35 
yards to the Mizzou 25 ‘Two plays later, Heath hurtled 
off left tackle, ran over the linebacker and trotted 22 
yards to the end zone as Jack Lockett removed a half- 
back. Weatherall goaled for a 20-0 lead. 

On the ensuing kickoff, Dean Smith recovered a 
fumble at the Tiger 30. Nine plays afterward, Vessels 
counted from the two and Weatherall converted 68 
seconds before the halftime break. 

With victory assured, the Sooners’ starting backfield 
sat out the second half and a secondary of Eddie Crowder, 
Merrill Green, Frank Silva and Buck McPhail pierced 
64 vards in a dozen thrusts for the 34-0 touchdown. On 
the movement, Green stepped 11 and 13. Crowder frisked 
12 and passed to Lockett for nine and Green rammed 
over from the one. Weatherall kicked the extra point. 

Mizzou quarterback Phil Klein cranked up in the 
fourth round and passed the Tigers to their only touch- 


down. He hit John Glorioso for 20, Dale Portman for 
a similar pickup and Bob Henley for 10 and the tally. 
Glorioso goaled. 

Sooner shocktroopers collected the last tochdown. 
Quarterback Joe Cunningham's 20-yard aerial to Al 
Needs was the big blow, reaching the six. From the 
two, sophomore halfback Jack Santee slashed to near 
the goal. He fumbled but end Jerry Ingram recovered 
in the end zone. Weatherall toed through the 41st point 
14 ticks from the end. 


Oklahoma 49, Nebraska 35 


Nebraska's fabulous Bobby Reynolds furnished Okla- 
homa’s startled Sooners with a 30-minute demonstration 
of what it’s like trving to handle a greased pig, but the 
Big Redmen finally got the hang of it in the second half 
of a Novemeber 25 scorefest in Norman and dragged 
Reynolds and Friends to the slaughterhouse, 49-35. 

Some 54,000 spectators, most ever to see a Big Seven 
contest, stood bug-eyed as the slippery Reynolds ram- 
paged 81 yards on 14 carries in the first half while turn- 
ing a 14-0 deficit into a temporary 21-14 lead. 

But the Sooners solved his slithering in the second 
half, limiting Reynolds to a net of one yard on 10 tries 
and in the final 30 minutes it was OU halfback Billy 
Vessels who had customers’ eyeballs protruding to the 
point they could be raked off with a stick. Vessels 
eventually out-yarded Reynolds, 208-82. 

The Sooners made scoring look ridiculously easy at 
the outset. On possession No. 1, they swirled 86 yards 
to score, Vessels shots of 22 and 20 being followed by 
Claude Arnold’s 16-yard touchdown tour. Weatherall 
goaled. 

Second time on the attack, OU whirled 67 yards. 
The payoff was a 23-yard pass from Arnold to Leon 
Heath, who caught the ball on the 10 and scored with 
blocking help from Jack Lockett. When Weatherall con- 
verted, the Sooners were riding high at 14-love. 

Vessels’ fumble to guard Carl Brasee on the OU 20 
gave Reynolds the opening he needed. The 175-pound 
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halfback zipped all the way on first down, kicked point 
and Nebraska was back in the ball game. 

The Huskers hacked 64 yards in five plays to tie it 
up in the second quarter. Nick Adduci reversed for a 
long gain and Fran Nagle passed to Reynolds for 12. 
But the scoring lick was landed by Reynolds, who used 
a block by tackle Charley Toogood during a 14-yard 
caper. Reynolds’ goal made it 14-all. 

Seconds later, Dick Heatly fumbled to tackle Dick 
Goeglein on the Sooner 16. Reynolds scrambled around 
right end to count, converted and Nebraska held the 
upper hand at 21-14 with 3:03 left in the half. 

The Big Red roared 72 yards on four plays for a 
tie. Arnold shot a nine-yard pass to Heath, who thudded 
50 more to the Husker 10 before tackle Ron Clark caught 
him. Merrill Green gunned three and Vessels fired 
straight ahead the last seven. Weatherall re-tied the 
knot just bfore intermission. 

OU reclaimed the lead by powering 75 yards on 





Billy Vessels drives out fo the OU 20-yard line in the Nebraska game. 


eight tries with the second half kickoff. Vessels tossed 
in a key, 16-yard run around right end before Arnold 
and Kay Keller collaborated on a 27-yard pass to the six. 
Green, who earlier in the movement had netted 18 yards 
on three carries, drove five on a dive and Arnold sneaked 
in from the one, Weatherall converting. 

Keller caught Reynolds with his coverage down 
shortly afterward and buffeted him hard enough to cause 
a fumble which soph linebacker Tom Catlin covered on 
the Husker nine. Vessels knifed over on a handoff from 
there and Weatherall made it 35-21, 

When Nagle triggered a long desperation pass, Ed 
Lisak intercepted on his 17 and the Sooners were’ off to 
the races once more. Green dug 14 to the 31 to set up 
a Vessels spectacular. Cleveland Curly spun right with 
a pitchout but found himself trapped and reversed toward 
the east sideline. He swerved around Lockett’s block 
and sashayed 69 yards to score. Weatherall kicked the 
lead up to 42-21. 

Before the quarter expired, the Nebraskans served 
notice they were still around, moving 70 yards in 10 
plays. Adduci had a 36-yarder working when Eddie 
Crowder hauled him down. But a roughing fine shoved 
OU to its one and Nagle skipped across, Reynolds’ boot 
shaving the difference to 42-28. 

OU killed Husker hopes with a fourth-quarter, one- 
two punch that covered 54 lengths. Vessels steamed 
through guard for 30 yards and then shot a running pass 
to end John Reddell for 24 more and the score, Weatherall 
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doing his duty. 

Nagle’s passes netted Nebraska another touchdown 
before the whingding ended. Pitching from a_ spread 
double wing alignment, Nagle completed six of 11 passes, 
the six-point one being a six-yarder to end Gerald Fergu- 
son. Reynolds toed through the day's 84th point. 


Oklahoma 41, Oklahoma AGM 14 


The late J. B. Whitworth’s first Oklahoma A&M 
edition, the fabled Thin Thirty, gave Oklahoma some un- 
easy moments early but the Sooners used the rushing of 
Leon Heath and passing of Claude Arnold as a_ two- 
sided ax and chopped down the Aggies, 41-14, in view 
of 33,000 witnesses in Stillwater December 2. 

After fumbling away one chance at the two, OU 
traveled 51 lengths to a touchdown with Arnold passing 
to end John Reddell from the 26. Jim Weatherall rapped 
home the 7-0 point. 

From kickoff, the stubborn Cowboys barged 70 yards 








Frankie Anderson takes a TD pass in Kansas State game. 


to tie it up. John Grabko grabbed a nine-yard pass from 
quarterback Bob Steele and cruised 22 to the 15 on a 
fullback counter maneuver. Bob Cook gained three and 
then Grabko pulled the same counter play for 12 and 
the touchdown, Odie Biggs converting with 13 minutes 
elapsed. 

Taking no chances on losing their second straight all- 
victorious season and third Sugar Bowl trip in a row, the 
Sooners slammed back 80 yards to go ahead for good. 
Heath exploded 59 yards to the 10 with blocking pro- 
vided by Jack Lockett, Weatherall, Joe Horkey and Harry 
Moore. Then Arnold pitched to Lockett for the touch- 
down on the first play of the second quarter, Weatherall 
making it 14-7. 

Arnold connected on passes to Merrill Green, Lockett 
and Billy Vessels during a 56-yard, 1l-play foray to the 
21-7 tally, collected by Vessels from a yard away. 
Weatherall goaled. 

A penalty cost Green a 46-yard scoring journey 
shortly thereafter but the Sooners counted anyway as 
Arnold went upstairs and hit Green for six, Vessels for 
14, Green again for four and Lockett for 29 and the 
touchdown. The latter alertly corralled a deflected ball. 
Weatherall converted 4:56 before the half ended. 

OU found time for another touchdown before inter- 
mission, linebacker Bert Clark intercepting a Steele pass 
and returning 22 yards to the Poke 15. Arnold passed 
to Lockett for the distance and Weatherall’s placement 
made it 35-7 at the half. 
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During that second quarter, Arnold completed eight 
of 12 passes for a whopping 104 yards and two touchdowns. 

The third round belonged to A&M, the Aggies clos- 
ing the gap to 35-14 on Cook’s 38-yard aerial to end 
Arlen McNeil. Biggs booted point. 


Kentucky 13, Oklahoma 7 


Oklahoma’s record 3l-game winning streak came to 
an end on a cool, gusty New Year’s Day in New Or- 
leans, Kentucky's alert, under-rated gridsters parlaying 
five recovered fumbles, a tremendous defense and the 
throwing of Vito Parilli into a 13-7 victory over Bud 
Wilkinson's national champions. 

Parilli missed only three of 12 while amassing 105 
yards. Fullback Leon Heath muscled 121 yards on 20 
carries and Billy Vessels managed 67 on 17 tries but 
fumbles and the tenacious Kentuckians limited OU to 
one score. 

Arnold's fumble dunked the Sooners into hot water 
on their first possession, standout tackle Walt Yowarsky 
recovering for Kentucky on the OU 22. Parilli rifled a 
touchdown shot to right half Wilbur Jamerson and Ken- 
tucky owned a 7-0 edge when tackle Bob Gain goaled 
2:10 into the conflict. 

The Sooners were penalized only 30 yards all after- 
noon but the first fine, a 15-yarder, proved critical. It 
nullified Vessels’ 5l-yard flight to the Cat 16, leaving 
the Sooners on their own 20 instead. When Tommy 
Gray fumbled on the next play, Kaintuck almost scored 
again. But end Ben Zaranka dropped a Parilli pass 
in the end zone. 

In the second quarter, Kentucky trekked 81 yards 
in only five plays to open a 13-0 gap. The Wildcats got a 
good bounce on Jamerson’s fumble, tackle Jim McKenzie 
covering for a 14-yard pickup. Parilli passed to right 
end Al Bruno for 16, then pitched long to Bruno, who 
made an over-the-shoulder snatch on the 15 and got 
to the one before Jack Lockett wrestled him down. 
Jamerson jabbed across for the vital touchdown 6:15 
before halftime. 


The Sooners stabbed 68 yards to the enemy two 
early in the third round, Heath’s four-yard bolt reaching 
that point. It was second down and only two steps 
needed but OU couldn’t make it. Vessels was blanked 
on one run, then lost five when Yowarsky collared him. 
On fourth down, Arnold threw to Anderson in the end 
zone. He led Anderson a shade too much but Frankie 
finger-tipped the ball for three strides before losing it. 


Late in the quarter, Vessels fumbled the ball away 
on his 33 and Kentucky drove to the nine. Stopped there, 
the Cats sent Gain back to the 18 for a field goal attempt 
but it sailed wide. 


OU promptly launched an 80-yard, 13-play scoring 
drive. Vessels got 20 around right end, then took a lateral 
from Arnold for 14 more to the Kaintuck 46. After the 
Cats were penalized to the 41 for delay, Gray scrapped 
two, Vessels lost three and Heath waded four. It was 
fourth and two and Heath slugged six strides to the 33. 

Arnold tripped through right tackle for four, Frank 
Silva had to settle for one and Heath plowed left tackle 
for four, making it fourth and one. Again Heath struck 
for six yards, carrying to the 17. From there Vessels 
passed into the end zone, where Merrill Green out-argued 
a band of defenders for possession. Weatherall's conver- 
sion was good and the Sooners had a chance to win with 
seven minutes left. 

Sooner fans had visions of another come-from-behind 
triumph as Kentucky was forced to punt after the next 
kickoff. But on Dom Fucci’s 5l-yard boot, Lockett 
seemed undecided about whether to field it, the ball hit 
his leg and Yowarsky recovered on the Sooner 32. 

Kentucky, content to eat up time, struggled slowly 
to the 13 before losing possession. But little time re- 
mained and when Vessels uncorked a long despera- 
tion heave, Kentucky’s Martin intercepted at midfield. 
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Scoreboard 


Oklahoma 49 William & Mary 7 
Oklahoma 7 Texas A&M 14 


Oklahoma 7 Texas 9 
Oklahoma 33 Kansas 21 
Oklahoma 55 Colorado 14 
Oklahoma 33 Kansas State 0 
Oklahoma 34 Missouri 20 
Oklahoma 35 lowa State 6 
Oklahoma 27 Nebraska 0 


Oklahoma4] Oklahoma A&M 6 





321 8-2-0 





Co-Captains 
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Bert Clark, Wichita Falls, and Jim 
Weatherall, White Deer, Texas. 


Sooner Assistants 


Gomer Jones, Pop Ivy, Bill Jennings, Pete 
Elliott and Dee Andros. 
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WEATHERALL CATLIN 


TEAM—Big Seven champions; No. 10 in national poll behind Tennessee, Michigan State, Maryland, 
Ilinois, Georgia Tech, Princeton, Stanford, Wisconsin and Baylor; Tied school record for number of pass 
interceptions in season (26) set by 1941 team. 

INDIVIDUAL—Jim Weatherall won the Football Writers Association of America’s Outland Trophy for 
the nation's outstanding tackle or guard; Weatherall and Tom Catlin made All-America; Weatherall 
kicked 39 of 47 extra points. 






Team Roster 


Allen, Sam Cc 195 Chickasha Grigg, Larry HB 175 
Allison, Carl E 185 McAlester Hearon, Doc T 201 
Ausburn, Ross e 198 Tulsa 





Sherman, Texas 
Putnam City 
Heatly, Dick HB 175 Mangum 


Ballard, Hugh 190 Memphis, Tenn. Ingram, Jerry CG 2. 9a Lawton 

Beach, Edward FB 160 Wichita Falls, Texas Janes, Art 7 205 Holdenville 
Beckman, Bill E 190 Muskogee Leake, Buddy HB Memphis, Tenn. 
Bookout, Billy HB 160 Wichita Falls, Texas Lee, Harr B 170 Duront 

Bowman, Dick G 209 Ponca City Lockett, Jack E 195 Norman 

Brown, Melvin T 190 Denison, Texas McPhail, Buck FB 202 Oklahoma City 
Burris, Kurt T 200 Muskogee __ Mears, Gene Cc 170 Seminole 

Bynum, Chet G 185 Oklahoma City Nelson, Jennings E 195 Enid 

Calame, Gene E 165 Sulphur Nelson, Roger T 220 Wynnewood 
Catlin, Tom Cc 195 Ponca City Powell, Ray G 192 Perryton, Texas 
Clark, Bert G 198 Wichita Falls, Texas Reddell, John 175 Oklahoma City 


E 
Coffman, Harold G 210 Oklahoma City Robards, Allie G 175 Memphis, Tenn. 
Cornelius, George T 210 Cherokee Roberts, J. D. G 235 Dallas, Texas 


Cotton, Larry FB 185 Blackwell Rowland, Ed G 220 Odessa, Texas 
Covin, Bill Cc 220 Hobart Sampson, Ed E 205 Monahans, Texas 
Crawford, Dale HB 172 ‘El Reno Santee, Jack QB 175 — Skiatook 


Crowder, Eddie 170 Muskogee Shelton, Davis E 203 Muskogee 
Davis, Jim G 205 McAlester Silva, Frank HB 175 Oklahoma City 
Ellis, Dick E 195 Kansas City, Mo. Smith, Fred E 201 Mangum 
Gaut, Bob G 200 Wichita Falls, Texas Van Pool, Jack OB 175 Oklahoma City 
Gaynor, Joe FB 185 Memphis, Tenn, Vessels, Billy HB 190 Cleveland 
Gilliam, Ed G 190 Sapulpa Weatherall, Jim T 230 Hooker _ 
Ging, Jack HB 152 Alva Wilkes, Jerry E 200 Oklahoma City 
Green, Merrill HB 170 Chickasha Worten, Von G 185 Pawhuska 
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Sooners Average 32 points per game In Posting 8 Victories 
Against Narrow Losses to Texas and Texas A&M } 


Oklahoma 49, William & Mary 7 


Getting complete cooperation from William and 
Mary, University of Oklahoma opened the 1951 cam- 
paign with a 49-7 breeze past the Indians at Norman 
September 29. The game drew a crowd of 38,000, largest 
ever to watch an opener in Owen Stadium. 

OU's speed and W&M's errors were a deadly com- 
bination as the Sooners piled up a 21-0 lead in less than 
eight minutes. Eddie Crowder, Billy Vessels, Frank 
Silva and Buck McPhail were the starting backs while 
across the line were Jack Lockett, Jim Weatherall, Roger 
Nelson, Tom Catlin, J. D. Roberts, Art Janes and Gene 
Ball. Other key men included end Hugh Ballard, guard 
Bert Clark, tackle Ed Rowland, end John Reddell and 
backs Jackie Ging, Larry Grigg, Dick Heatly and Max 
Boydston. 

The visitors’ troubles started on their first play, 
Gene Ball knocking the ball out of quarterback Dickie 
Lewis’ hands and Billy Bookout recovering on the In- 
dian 15. Five thrusts later, Frank Silva sliced across 
from the two. Jim Weatherall converted with 2:35 gone. 

Silva’s 12-yard punt return to his 43 preceded the 
14-0 score. Quarterback Eddie Crowder changed plays 
at the line of scrimmage and sent Buck McPhail up 
the middle for 57 yards. Buck benefitted from the 
blocking of Tom Catlin, J. D. Roberts, Roger Nelson, 
Jim Davis, Hugh Ballard and John Reddell. Weatherall 
kicked it up to 14-love 6:29 into the game. 

Shackled after receiving the kickoff, W&M _ tried to 
punt but the ball was centered too high and OU took 
over on the enemy six. Silva got the six yards and six 
points on a jaunt around right end and Weatherall made 
it 21-0 with 7:58 used up. 

Late in the first round, a clip nixed Crowder’s touch- 
down pass to Silva but the Sooners kept churning and 
pieced together a 67-yard drive. Crowder slid over from 
the one and Weatherall goaled 29 seconds into round 
No. 2. 

Willam and Mary counted its only points 7:11 deep 
in the same stanza, Lewis and halfback Ed Mioduszewski 
brewing a 4l-yard pass potion. Quimby Hines’ placement 
trimmed the Sooner lead to 28-7. 

OU lashed back with a 76-yard foray from kickoff. 
Crowder danced 17 yards, Vessels flipped to Reddell for 
18 and Crowder bullseyed Hugh Ballard for 22. The 
final 13 yards were gobbled up by a pass from Silva to 
Vessels, who made the grab on the goal. Weatherall 
kicked the 35th point 4:40 before rest-time. 

Ballard barrelled 75 yards with an intercepted pass 
for OU's sixth first-half touchdown, traveling along the 
west sideline and getting a final block from Lockett at 
the 15. Weatherall did his duty with 1:55 left. 

Sooner reservists took over in the third quarter and 
on their first try, trekked 81 yards in 10 plays. Larry 
Grigg’s 26-yard burst and a gain of the same dimension 
on a running pass from right half Dale Crawford to end 
Dick Ellis carried to the 10. On fourth down, 152-pound 
quarterback Jackie Ging sneaked in from the one. 
Weatherall’s boot closed scoring only 5:59 into the 
second half. 


Texas AGM 14, Oklahoma 7 
Texas A&M hit only 2-for-7 in times at bat inside the 
Oklahoma 20-yard line but those two were homeruns that 
scuttled the Sooners, 14-7, in an October 6 College Sta- 





tion fracas featuring cold, wind, rain, are lights and offi- - 

_ - . - 
Subbing for injured Billy Vessels, freshman Buddy Leake scores one b = : 4 
of his three touchdowns against Kansas. i . 
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cials’ flying handkerchiefs. 

Although the T-Ags originated 98 plays to OU’s 
59, the Sooners had a gain-per-play advantage of five 
yards to 3.2. But the Sooners couldn’t sustain an offen- 
sive as they were slapped with 104 yards in penalties, in- 
cluding one that put the Cadets only one yard away 
from the winning touchdown halfway through the fourth 
quarter. 

The Kyle Field crowd of 40,000 had reason to howl 
in the first period when an OU punt was held up by the 
strong wind and carried only to the Sooner 38. The 
Cadets fumbled away that chance at the 18, later re- 
peated the error on the five and a third time were 
turned back at the 10. 

Dick Heatly’s long punt pinned the Texans on their 
18 as the second stanza opened but they crunched the 
distance in eight ground plays. Halfback Glenn Lipp- 
man reversed right end 25 vards for the score and 
Darrow Hooper made it a 7-0 game 7:45 before halftime. 

Only seconds showed on the clock when Eddie 
Crowder lateralled to Billy Vessels. The Cleveland Comet 
cut inside Jack Lockett’s trap block, spurted through a 
hole carved by Jim Weatherall, Roger Nelson and J. D. 
Roberts and flashed 74 yards. John Reddell contributed 
a downfield block to help Vessels, who was crossing the 
Aggie 30 when time elapsed. Weatherall tied it up. 

Ray George's Cadets struggled 68 yards in 15 plays 
for the clincher, four times getting long vardage on 
do-or-die third down situations. Key plays on the march 
were an ll-yard pass from sub quarterback Ray Graves 


to Lary and the 5-8, 168-pound Lippman’s 11-yard 
slant to the 16, 
From that point, q-back Ray Gardemal retreated 


and tossed downfield toward right end Charles Hodge. 
The pass was incomplete but interference was ruled and 
the Cadets were in business at the one, from where Lipp- 
man lunged in. Hooper converted 7:20 from the end. 

Brightest backfield individual for the Sooners, who 
were outrushed 205-173 and outpassed 57-30, was Vessels, 
who netted 72 yards on eight carries and hit one of two 
passes for 22. Frank Silva’s six shots totalled 51 yards 
with Crowder 13-for-43, Buck McPhail 4-for-16 and 
Heatly 2-for-0. Crowder completed two of six passes but 
wound up seven yards in the hole. 

Commenting on OU’'s loss to Texas A&M, Bud Wil- 
kinson said, “The Texas Aggies blocked better, tackled 
better and ran harder than we did ... True, we didn’t 
get very many good breaks.” 


Texas 9, Oklahoma 7 


Oklahoma’s Sooners butierfingered themselves into a 
9-0 hole in the first quarter and never managed to 
scramble back to the surface as Texas scissored a three- 
year losing string in the Red River rivalry by nudging 
the Sooners, 9-7, in Dallas’ Cotton Bowl October 13. 

Texas punter John Adams angled the ball out on 
OU’s nine early in the game to push the Sooners to the 
brink of the hole. Eddie Crowder, rushed hard, pitched 
high to halfback Frank Silva, who got the ball deep in 
his end zone. 

Frank, frantically trying to weave his way back to 
the playing field, got enough blocks to elude three pur- 
suers. But just as it appeared Silva might prevent a 
safety, UT defensive great Bobby Dillon swept in and 
tackled him for a 2-0 lead 5:18 into the game. 

The Sooners found out whose side Lady Luck was on 
later in that first round. Silva, whacked hard by full- 
back Jine Davis, fumbled to Steer Center Bill McDonald 
on the Sooner 21. A five-yard penalty almost stopped 
the Texans but quarterback James “T” Jones overcame 
it with a 16-yard jaunt to the 10. 

The Longhorns faced a fourth and one play at the 
two. Carl Mayes, subbing for Gib Dawson whose father 
had died shortly before noon while talking to his son in 
the team hotel, plunged left tackle for the first down. 
On the next play, Jones fumbled and OU recovered but 
the referee’s whistle had killed the play. 
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Mayes scored from the one, Davis converted and 
Texas was sailing along at 9-0 with 11:42 gone. 

A rout appeared in the making early in round No. 
2 as UT’s Raley intercepted a Crowder pass at the 
OU 49. Down to the Sooner four went the Steers. who 
owned a first down at that point. But end Dick Ellis 
collared Byron Townsend on the three, Jim Weatherall 
jarred Jones back to the seven, Ed Rowland and Billy 
Bookout spoiled an end run at the 12 and Texas lost 
possession when Townsend was stopped on the six on 
final down. 

The Sooners then punched 94 yards in 10 plays for 
their hope-furnishing touchdown. Buck MePhail’s dozen- 
yard blast got the pot boiling, Billy Vessels reversed for 
12 more and Dick Heatly hustled 14. McPhail splintered 
the middle for 20 yards and fumbled but OU got a good 
bounce, tackle Art Janes recovering to complete a 32- 
yard pickup to the Longhorn nine. 

Vessels knifed two and Heatly three and two to leave 
it fourth and goal on the two. Crowder kept over right 
tackle and made it across, Weatherall goaling to trim 
UT's edge to 9-7 with 18:18 still remaining. 

But OU got no more offensives rolling. What chance 
the Big Red had faded 4:41 into the final round. Vessels, 
barely avoiding a safety, was cracked hard by Don 
Cunningham. He left on a stretcher and was sidelined 
the rest of the season. On the same play, Crowder hit a 
goal post and went out of action, too. 

OU tried nine passes and hit only two. Crowder com- 
pleted those but finished one yard in the hole for his 
trouble. Texas, which outrushed OU, 212-170, had 29 
aerial yards as Jones connected on two of three. 


Oklahoma 33, Kansas 21 


Oklahoma's Big Redders regained the come-from- 
behind touch as their split-T offense finally jelled for a 
vital, 33-21 triumph over Kansas before 50,000 folks 
in Norman October 20. 

The OU offense, a sometimes thing early in the 
season, shaped up as the Sooners nudged inside the KU 
40 five times and scored on every occasion. Buck Mc- 
Phail powered 215 yards to eclipse Billy Vessels’ modern 
times rushing record set against Nebraska the previous 
fall by seven steps. 

Freshman Buddy Leake debuted sensationally as the 
left half pinch-hitter for Vessels, who'd suffered a frac- 
tured leg against Texas. Larry Grigg and Carl Allison 
swiped two Jay passes apiece. All in all, it was a fine 
day in Soonerland as OU evened its seasonal record 
at 2-2. 

Buddy Leake displayed his stuff early, swishing 31 
yards to KU’s 37. Three plays later, Dick Heatly 
traipsed 32 to the four and Leake ripped across from 
there. Weatherall’s extra point was tacked on 5:16 into 
the contest. 

Buck McPhail uncorked a 66-yard run to arrange 
touchdown two, Hawk right end Ron White hauling him 
down from behind on the 16. Leake swung around the 
right flank and went the rest of the way, Weatherall mak- 
ing it 14-love with 11:24 played. 

Kansas covered 34 yards to slice the Sooner lead in 
half just before the first round expired. Quarterback 
Jerry Robertson tossed to halfback Charley Hoag, who 
was playing with an injured groin, for 10 and a rough- 
ing fine shoved the Sooners on down to the seven. 
Robertson passed to end Orban Tice from that spot, John 
Konek’s kick finding the target with 14::49 gone. 

Carl Allison’s pass interception set the stage for 
OU’s 78-yard, eight-play drive to the 20-7 tally. McPhail 
whammed 30 yards to KU's 48, followed through with a 
14-length pickup and Eddie Crowder pitched to Heatly 
for 19 to the 10. One McPhail thrust carried across but 
Weatherall missed. 

The Jays wouldn’t stay down, however. Late in the 
first half, they punched 28 yards to OU’s 25, where it was 
fourth and six. Robertson shot a scoring pass to end 
Bill Schaake only nine seconds before intermission, 


Konek’s kick making it 20-14. 

Disaster loomed for OU after McPhail fumbled to 
Hawk halfback Hal Cleavinger near midfield in the third 
round. The Jays gambled on a fourth-down play at the 
Sooner 40, made it and then right half Bob Brandeberry 
contributed treks of 12 and 11 yards to fuel KU to the 
one, Chet Strehlow leaned over and Konek toed the 
Hawks ahead with 17:52 to play. 

Kansas kicked off short and OU end Hugh Ballard 
fought a winning battle to control the bouncing ball on 
his 36. With the chips down, Crowder flipped to Heatly 
for 12 and McPhail’s nine-pace caper later reached 
the KU 31. 

Crowder tossed to Heatly twice, for seven and 18, 
to set up shop on the six. Leake hit for four on the 
handoff and Heatly scored. Weatherall missed and the 
Sooner lead was a shaky 26-21 with 14:09 left. 

Robertson, trying to pass the Hawks back out front, 
pulled the trigger on a shot that soared 45 yards in the 
air. But it was intercepted by Larry Grigg, who galloped 
back 13 strides to KU’s 43. Heatly, McPhail and Leake 
alternated carrying on a 10-play march to scoring terri- 
tory, which was reached by Leake from the one. Weath- 
erall made it a cinch 7:02 from the end. 

McPhail used 20 tries in amassing his 215 yards 
while Leake broke in with 15 carries for 121 yards, 
Heatly was 15-for-70, Silva 3-for-13, Crowder 6-for-6 and 
end John Reddell 2-for-0. Crowder hit five of nine 
passes for 54 yards while KU’s Robertson completed 15 of 
31 for 121. 


Oklahoma 55, Colorado 14 


Heady Eddie Crowder riddled Colorado's 7-2-2 de- 
fense for 167 yards and four touchdowns in 174 minutes 
of eye-popping passing and Oklahoma buried the Buffa- 
loes, 55-14, to the delight of 42,000 customers in Norman 
October 27. 

Crowder, who'd completed only nine passes for 93 
yards the three previous Saturdays, hit his initial five 
throws as the Sooners stormed into an early 34-love lead. 
He fired six bullseyes out of seven tries during the damp, 
windy, 46-degree afternoon, netting 185 yards, 

Colorado, confident OU’s back-to-back losses to Texas 
A&M and Texas signalled the end of the Sooner era in 
the Big Eight, came out swinging and marched to the 
OU 35 with the opening kickoff. But Billy Bookout in- 
tercepted a Zack Jordan aerial on his seven, and rambled 
back 55 yards to CU's 38. Buck McPhail thudded 11 
yards, Crowder whipped a 27-yard scoring pass to Dick 
Heatly and the boom was on 3:26 after the opening 
whistle, Jim Weatherall converting. 

Colorado came back with a surge to OU's 23 but 
again an interception called a halt, Larry Grigg grabbing 
a Jordan toss in the end zone. Moments later, Crowder 
caught the defense jammed in too tight again and teamed 
with end John Reddell on a 67-yard scoring blitz. Weath- 
erall kicked the extra point 11:06 into the game. 

On the kickoff, Weatherall rapped receiver Lee 
Venzke, who fumbled to Frank Silva on the Colorado 
14. McPhail bulled to the five and a couple of tries 
later Buddy Leake counted from the one, Weatherall 
making it 21-0 only 71 seconds after the previous score. 

Crowder had the Buff backfielders groggy again 
before the first round ended. Eddie's toss to Dick Heatly 
netted 22 to the foe 38 and the remaining yards were 
devoured by Crowder’s heave to Leake, who romped the 
final 17 to score with 14:55 gone. 

Heatly launched the fifth touchdown foray, hurtling 
around right end 26 yards to the CU 22. That man 
Crowder drew his gun again and fired a scoring shot to 
end Jack Lockett, who outscrapped CU center Jim 
Dolthrop for the ball. Weatherall’s goal upped it to 
34-0 after only 17:16 of play. 

Losing momentum—or interest—the Wilkinsons didn’t 
count again until shortly before halftime. Guard Fred 
Smith blocked Carroll Hardy's punt and recovered on 
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the Buff 15 ts make it easy, halfback Jack Santee turn- 
ing right end to score from the 10. Weatherall made it 
41-0 at intermission. 

Colorado finally counted after Leake dribbled the 
ball away on his 31 early in round three. Helped by a 
personal foul fine, the Buffs moved to the 13, from where 
Ron Johnson double-reversed right end for the score. 
Roger Williams converted 2:17 into the second half. 

The Sooners counterattacked 81 yards, the big blow 
being landed by Crowder, who looped around right end 
after failing to find a pass receiver and cruised 43 yards 
to the Buff 138. A four-yard gain by Heatly and five- 
yard fine on Colorado carried OU to the four. Leake 
gunned goalward only to fumble into the end zone but 
J.D. Roberts covered the pill for a touchdown. Weather- 
all rapped home the 48-7 point 8:42 into the quarter. 

Right after the kickoff, Buff Merwin Hodel broke 
clear and legged it 66 yards before Larry Grigg collared 
him on the OU four. A short penalty hurt the Buffs 
temporarily but Hodel eased the pain by blasting seven 
yards for the touchdown that, with Williams’ kick, made 
it 48-14, 

Halfway through the stretch quarter, end Jerry 
Wilkes was on hand for a recovery when CU's Ron Gray 
mishandled a punt on his 21. Rookie backs Max Boyds- 
ton, Larry Cotton and Joe Gaynor lugged to the three and 
the latter counted, Weatherall closing scoring 7:34 from 
the end. 


Oklahoma 33, Kansas State 0 


Coleman “Buck” McPhail took off on one of the 
longest no-touchdown jaunts in modern football annals 
as Oklahoma clubbed Kansas State, 33-0, in Manhattan 
November 3, a crowd of 11.000 seeing the Sooner full- 
back stampede 95 yards only to be overhauled on the 
enemy three as he ran out of gas. 

Halfbacks Dick Heatly and Buddy Leake joined Mec- 
Phail in having field days against the Wildcats. Heatly 
covered 117 yards on 15 carries and hit one aerial for 
11 more while Leake rushed 63 yards on 18 tries and 
hooked up all four of his passes for 148. McPhail’s 14 
rushes produced 164 vards. 

Three of OU’s four interceptions came in the first 
round as Bill Meek’s hustling Manhattans outscrapped 
the Sooners, once reaching the 14. But early in the next 
quarter, the tide turned when punter George Carter, trying 
to flee the danger zone after getting a low snap from 
center, was tackled by defensive left half Carl Allison on 
the K-State 20. 

Dick Heatly’s 11-yard canter to the one set up his own 
scoring smash, after which Bob Balderson blocked Weath- 
erall’s extra point try 10:51 before halftime. 

Leake’s 43-yard toss to John Reddell on the nine failed 
to net a score immediately, K-State bracing on its one. 
But when the punt out expired on the 39, OU scored in 
five plays, Heatly hacking 13 and 11 to the two and Leake 
collecting the touchdown. Weatherall converted to make 
it 13-0 3:46 before intermission. 

Early in the third heat, the Sooners fumbled after 
reaching the 30. On the next trip, Leake and Reddell 
sprung a 49-yard aerial lulu that carried to the 11 but 
again the Sooners lost possession. 


A pass finally netted the 20-0 tally 9:04 after rest-time, 
Leake lobbing a 3l-yarder to Heatly, who made a great 
catch. Weatherall goaled. 

Soon after the fourth stanza started, Heatly cata- 
pulted 47 yards to a touchdown as J. D. Roberts blocked 
him through the line and the folks downfield were ac- 
counted for by Roger Nelson, Tom Catlin, Jim Davis and 
McPhail. Weatherall’s kick made it 27-0 with 12:03 re- 
maining. 

A 55-yard Carter punt that veered out on the OU 
one laid the groundwork for McPhail’s record-setting 
journey. On first down, Crowder kept for one. Set for 
the next play, Crowder saw K-State in its jammed-in goal 
line defense and checked signals to try a handoff to 


McPhail. 

Buck bounded past Jack Lockett’s key block and 
broke free, straining 95 yards before defender Carvel Old- 
ham overtook him at the three. With the exhausted Mc- 
Phail huffing and puffing on the sideline, pinch-hitter 
Joe Gaynor fullbacked across to close scoring 7:45 from 
go-home time. 

Crowder, who couldn't miss against Colorado the week 
before, shot three blanks at K-State but picked up 46 
yards on seven tries in between feeding the ball to Mc- 
Phail, Heatly and Leake. Frank Silva realized 15 yards 
from four tries, Jack Santee got 10 from two, Max Boyd- 
ston nine from three, Gaynor three from one and Jack 
Van Pool two from one. 

Buck McPhail had an explanation for why he was 
caught from behind after running 95 yards to the K-State 
three. “There was too much wind against me,” said the 
Oklahoma fullback, referring to a gale that was clocked 
from 25 to 40 miles per hour. 


Oklahoma 34, Missouri 20 


Oklahoma let Missouri freshman Tony Scardino have 
a passing good time but balance paid off in a 34-20 
triumph for the Sooners before 21,500 spectators in 
Columbia November 10. 

Don Faurot’s Missourians put the ball in play 69 
times and 53 of them were passes, Scardino being the 
chief gunner as he completed 23 of 42 for a whopping 365 
yards. Three other triggermen pushed Mizzou’s aerial 
net to 406 yards. 

But the Tigers managed only a dozen yards rushing 
and saw five passes picked off by the Sooners. Meanwhile, 
the Big Red machine was grinding out 362 yards on the 
ground and 114 through the airlanes. 

After considerable sparring at the outset, OU pinned 
Missouri deep with Dick Heatly’s punt to the 10. No. 1 
quarterback Jim Hook was pressured into throwing a 
jump pass too quickly and OU tackle Ed Rowland inter- 
cepted, thundering 15 yards to a touchdown. Jim Weath- 


Quarterback Eddie Crowder rips off 13 yards on a keeper play against Oklahoma A&M, 
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erall booted the 7-0 point with 11:20 played. 

Missouri immediately went into a surprise spread and 
Scardino came in to pass the Tigers 84 yards, hitting 
nine straight throws. On Tony's 34-yard payoff pitch 
to halfback Junior Wren, an official helped by getting in 
defender Billy Bookout’s path. Bill Fuchs converted to tie 
it up five seconds before the end of round one. 

The second period was OU’s. Taking the kickoff after 
Mizzou drew even, the Sooners scrambled 85 yards in 11 
tries. Gains came in big gobs at the end, Buddy Leake 
and John Reddell (a father of one day), collaborating on 
a 37-yard pass play to the seven and McPhail denting 
right tackle to count from there. Weatherall upped it to 
14-7 10:40 in front of intermission. 

The Big Reds raced the clock on a 74-yard, dozen 
play offensive that made it 21-7. After Crowder hit Red- 
dell for 10 yards, OU had fourth and eight trouble at the 
Tiger 34. Crowder dug out an ancient statue of liberty 
trickeroo and Leake legged 28 yards to the six. Crowder’s 
spin for the score and Weatherall’s conversion came only 
20 seconds before halftime. 

Scardino tossed another air raid at OU at the start 
of the last half. Nine aerials netted 80 yards, Scardino 
hitting Wren for 37 to the Sooner 31 to set up the score. 
From there, Scardino tossed to end John Willson for 18 
and to end Mark Stein for 13. Fuchs’ kick cut OU's ad- 
vantage to 21-14 only 2:10 into the third heat. 

Under pressure from Mizzou and pinned on their own 
six by a penalty, the Sooners came up with a 94-yard 
drive. Heatly hopped around left end for 23 to light the 
rocket. The Bengal 18 was reached on a 21-yard pass 
from Crowder to McPhail. The latter then butted seven 
only to fumble. However Heatly recovered on the six. But 
it was fourth down before OU scored, Leake buzzing 
around right end from the one. Weatherall made it 28-14. 

The Sooners put it out of reach with an 80-yard, 
eight-play caper. A Leake to Reddell production picked 
up 38 to the Tiger 42 and later Leake’s 15-yard end run 
reached the six. Leake cleated across from the one to 








5 Larry Grigg starts a 72-yard punt runback for a TD 


make it a virtual cinch at 34-14 half a minute before the 
end of the third quarter. 


The last quarter was short on scores but long on 
thrills. Scardino continued to pile up completions and 
yards but two interceptions by junior linebacker Sam 
Allen and one each by Carl Allison and Larry Grigg kept 
the Bengals at bay. Meanwhile, McPhail’s 38-yard junket 
to the one was wasted because of a fumble and Leake’s 
83-yard scoring journey was erased by an offside fine. 

Missouri scored 2:50 before the gun. Scardino’s 29- 
yard flip to Carter on the 15 set it up but the little 
slinger was hurt on the play and left the field. Vic 
Eaton took over and passed to Willson for the touchdown. 

Figures mirrored the versatility of the OU attack. 
Leake compiled 129 yards on 20 rushes, McPhail 110 on 
14 and Heatly 98 on 21, with Crowder settling for 25 
on nine. Leake’s 3-for-7 pitching day paid off in 85 yards 
while Crowder hit half his four throws for 29. 


Oklahoma 35, lowa State 6 


Oklahoma's Sooners gazed down the barrel of another 
loaded rifle pointed at them by an enemy gun slinger in 
Norman November 17 but suffered only superficial wounds 
in out-dueling Iowa State, 35-6, before 30,000 fans. 

Wanting no more scares like the ones tossed at them 
by Missouri triggerman Tony Scardino the previous week, 
the Sooners stomped out of the starting gate, clinched the 
verdict with 21 points in 18 minutes and then permitted 
Cyclone Dick Mann to fire at will. 

Mann, who had authored 14 scoring passes in half 
that many games, nicked the Sooners for 183 yards while 
completing 18 of 40 throws. But 10 of his completions 
and 79 of his yards were crammed into the last quarter 
after OU had piled up a 35-love lead. Two tosses were 
intercepted. 

After a stuttering start, the Sooners were shown the 
way to paydirt by Buck McPhail, who hammered 51 yards 
off left tackle to score 9:25 into the game. Jim Weatherall’s 
kick was true. 

Moments afterward Mann and the ball became sep- 
arated and Weatherall wrapped it up on the I-State 37. 
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Buddy Leake’s running pass to John Reddell produced 
33 yards and new life on the three, from which point 
Dick Heatly circled left end for the tally. Weatherall 
converted with 12:11 gone. é 

A 51-yard, 11-play move to the 21-0 payoff included 
only one pass, but it was a 2l-yarder from Eddie Crowder 
to Heatly on the 10, Three attempts later, Heatly probed 
right suard for the score and Weatherall goaled to com- 
plete a 91-points-in-eight-minutes-and-20-seconds surge. 

From the second half kickoff, OU moved 87 lengths 
in seven thrusts, MePhail landing a 28-yard lick that 
carried to State’s 48. Heatly slipped through right tackle 
to the 30 and, when the safetyman stopped him, spun 
and lateralled to Crowder. Jack Lockett accounted for 
two men as Crowder completed the 44-yard scoring ex- 
‘travaganza, Weatherall booting the 28th point 3:01 into 
the last half. 

Frank Silva’s recovery of a fumble on his 41 set off 
an 11-play foray to OU’s final tally. Crowder completions 
of nine yards to Leake and 32 to Reddell led the Sooners 
to the 11. From the nine, Leake rifled a running shot 
downfield. A defender deflected it over his head and Red- 
dell alertly grabbed the ball for a touchdown. Weather- 
all's placement closed OU’s scoring one second before the 
third stanza expired. 

Big Red reservists fumbled the ball away five times 
in the final 10 minutes and one of the bobbles led to 
lowa State’s lone score. The Cyclones, who recovered on 
the OU 26, were helped to the 15 by an interference call 
and the touchdown was counted from the 13 on a pass 
from Mann to right half Dick Cox. The latter missed 
point 4:48 from the end. 

McPhail got 109 yards on 11 carries, Heatly 82 on 
19. Leake 47 on 13 and Crowder 45 on 13 in leading OU 
to a 328-95 rushing advantage, sub fullback Joe Gaynor 
adding 31 on four. In totalling 109 air yards to I-State’s 
190, Crowder completed four of six for 67 and Leake two 
of two for 42. 


Oklahoma 27, Nebraska 0 


Oklahoma renewed its lease to the Big Seven throne- 
room by methodically chopping down Nebraska’s Corn- 
huskers, 27-0, as Larry Grigg and Eddie Crowder filled 
starring roles before 30,000 witnesses in Lincoln Novem- 
ber 24, 

Defensive standouts Carl Allison and Billy Bookout 
notched interceptions to run OU's seasonal total to 23 
thefts, which tied a modern-era school record set in 1941. 
The Sooners outrushed Nebraska, 253 to a minus 17 and 
passed for 49 yards to the Huskers’ 58. 


The game was a far cry from the 49-35 spectacular 
staged in 1950 with Sooner Billy Vessels dueling Husker 
Bobby Reynolds. The latter was out for the season with 
a leg wound while Vessels, who received a broken leg in 
the Texas tussle, made his first appearance since then on 
the game’s final play. 

Grigg’s 72-yard punt return launched scoring 6:10 after 
the opening whistle. Grigg was hemmed in as he caught 
the ball but pulled loose from the initial Cyclone to reach 
him. Gene Calame’s block gave Grigg running room, Tom 
Catlin cleared him to the sideline and Larry loped all the 
way with help from Fred Smith’s downfield block. Weath- 
erall kicked the extra point. 

Forty yards were covered in half a dozen thrusts for 
OU’s second-quarter touchdown, Big gainers were Crowd- 
er’s toss to Dick Heatly for 12 and Buck McPPhail’s off- 
tackle slant of the same distance. Leake speared through 
left tackle to count from the eight and Weatherall made 
it 14-love 4:55 before the half ended. 

Defense prevailed in the third round as Oklahoma 
managed only one first down while Nebraska wound up 
with a minus eight yards rushing and only five yards 
passing on a 1-for-5 showing. 

The Sooners got going again early in the final heat, 
clawing 54 yards in 10 tries. Leake sorties of seven and 
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12 lengths paved the way to Nebraska’s 23. Then, on a 
fourth and 11 play from the 24, Crowder wheeled to the 
left with the ball hidden on his hip and pitched to Leake 
for 19 yards to the five. Heatly got the five yards and 
six points but Dennis Emmanuel blocked Weatherall’s 
boot 2:25 into the quarter. 

Bob Cifra’s fumble on a fourth-and-one gamble gave 
OU possession on the Cornhusker 21 two-thirds of the 
way through the period. McPhail plowed four, Crowder 
rolled around right end for 16 to the one and then 
Heady Eddie skipped over. Weatherall’s placement cap- 
ped scoring 3:05 before the final curtain. 

Leake lugged 22 times and netted 66 yards while 
Heatly produced 64 yards on 14 tries. But once again 
the big gainer was McPhail, who contributed 71 lengths 
on 14 shots. Crowder’s 12 attempts’paid off with 48 yards 
and he also hit half his eight passes for 40 yards. 

About all the Huskers had to offer were John Bor- 
dogna, who hooked up five of 11 passes for 46 yards, and 
Ray Novak, who was 2-for-6 and netted 12. 


Oklahoma 41, Oklahoma AGM 6 


Preventing Buck McPhail from setting a modern-day 
Oklahoma rushing record was about all Oklahoma A&M 
had to cheer about as the Sooners slugged the Aggies, 
41-6, before 34,500 witnesses in Norman December 1. 

Going into the closing day struggle, McPhail needed 
only 39 yards to erase the mark of 902 established by Joe 
Golding in 1946. But J. B. Whitworth’s Waddies clogged 
the middle and Buck, used only twice as a ballcarrier, 
netted only one yard. 

McPhail was a devastating blocker, however, helping 
Buddy Leake amass 167 yards on 25 carries, Dick Heatly 
106 on 21, Eddie Crowder 64 on 12 and Frank Silva 41 
on Six. 

Billy Bookout’s recovery of a Bob Green bobble left 
OU only nine yards away from its initial tally. Leake 
split left tackle to cover the ground in one play and Jim 
Weatherall converted with 10:20 elapsed. 

Aggie defenses began to crumble early in the second 
stanza after a short punt and penalty put the Sooners in 
close again, this time at the 27. Heatly streaked 14 and 


Eddie Crowder (16) scores on a keeper behind the blocking of Tom Cotlin (54) in a 
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9-7 loss to Texas. 


then Leake, failing to find a receiver, flitted around the 
right side for 13 and the touchdown. Weatherall’s boot 
made it 14-0 only eight seconds into round No. 2. 

The Cowboys held out until halfway through the 
period, when tackle Roger Nelson intercepted a Don 
Babers pass on A&M's 23. Leake and Heatly chugged to 
the 19. From there Crowder faked a run to his left, stop- 
ped and tossed a screen pass to end John Reddell, who 
nese in for the score. Weatherall goaled 7:57 into the 

eat. 

Continuing to convert errors into points, the Sooners 
counted again after Carl Allison pounced on Green’s 
fumble at the Aggie 24. Seven plays later, Leake zoomed 
through left guard for four yards to make it 27-love 1:31 
before the rest period. 

The Cowboys finally got a good bounce of their own 
early in round three, F. A. Dry hopping on Grigg’s fumble 
at the Sooner 33. Fullback Bob Thielen jolted right tackle 
for 13 and Green followed up with a 13-yard pass to half- 
back Ronnie Bennett on the seven. Green then hit half- 
back Dorsey Gibson for the score 5:41 after intermission. 
Sam Allen blocked Skip Warren’s placement. 

As the quarter ended, OU had a 72-yard scoring drive 
working. Big gainers were Crowder’s 16-yard keep, 
Leake'’s 20-yard trek to the 21 and Heatly’s trip around 
the left flank for 11. From the 10, Leake bootlegged 
left end and zipped across, Weatherall making it 34-6 only 
36 seconds into the stretch. 

The Sooners traveled 51 yards to wrap up scoring 
7:22 from the end. Crowder paraded around left end 
for 18 and Leake chipped in a 20-pace pickup. Leake kept 
the move humming by gaining three yards on a fourth- 
down play and Crowder collected the six points on a one- 
yard stroll. 

Weatherall slammed home the extra point to run his 
placekicking totals for 1951 to 39 of 47. 

While OU was rushing 393, the Aggies had to settle 
for 83. Thielen was the big gun with 40 yards on 10 
attempts. Dean Seeman was limited to 15 on nine, Green 
12 on 15 and Babers four on two. Green connected on 
seven of 10 passes for 78 yards but Babers found the mark 
on only one of seven for a single yard. 
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Scoreboard 

Oklahoma 21 Colorado 21 
Oklahoma 49 Pittsburgh 20 
Oklahoma 49 Texas 20 
Oklahoma 42 Kansas 20 
Oklahoma 49 Kansas State 6 
Oklahoma 41 lowa State 0 
Oklahoma 21 Notre Dame 27 
Oklahoma 47 Missouri 7 
Oklahoma 34 Nebraska 13 


Oklahoma 54 Oklahoma A&M 7 
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CROWDER 





VESSELS CATLIN 


19052 Points in Bunches, But Oh Those Irish. 








McPHAIL LEAKE GREEN 


TEAM—Won Big Seven chompionship; Fourth in notional poll behind Michigon Stote, Georgia Tech 
and Notre Dame; led nation in scoring with 407 points; Second nationally in rushing with 303.6-yard 
overage to Tulsa's 321.5; Tied school record for number of pass interceptions in season (26), set in 


1941 and equalled in 1951. 


INDIVIDUAL—Billy Vessels won Heisman Trophy in national vote on outstanding collegiate player of 
year; Vessels, Tom Callin, Eddie Crowder and Buck McPhail made All-America; Vessels fourth in 
major college scoring with 108 points; Vessels, McPhail, Buddy Leake and Merrill Green finished one- 
two-three-four in Big Seven scoring with 108, 75, 68 and 60; Vessels second in national rushing with 
1,072 yords and 6.6 per cerry overage; McPhail third in notions! rushing with 1,018 and 6.32 totals. 





Co-Captains 





Eddie Crowder, Muskogee, and Tom 
Catlin, Ponca City. 


Sooner Assistants 


Gomer Jones, Pop Ivy, Bill Jennings, Dee 
Andros and Pete Elliott. 


Team Roster 


Acree, Jim C 193 Maud 

Allen, Sam Cc 195 Chickasha 

Allison, Carl E 185 McAlester 
Ausburn, Ross T 195 Tulsa 

Baker, Chuck FB 177 Cheyenne, Wyo. 


Berendzen, Bob E 194 Walters 
Bowman, Dick G 205 Ponca City 
Boydston, Max E 195 Muskogee 


Kermit, Texas 


Brown, Don T 190 
Denison, Texas 


Brown, Melvin T 195 


Burris, Kurt ¥ 200 Muskogee 
Bynum, Chet G 190 Oklahoma City 
Calame, Gene oe 165 Sulphur 
Carroll, Tom H 184 Okemah 
Catlin, Tom ¢ 195 Ponca City 


Champlin, Steve T 215 Enid 


Coffman, Bill E 215 Holdenville 
Cornelius, George G 20 Cherokee 
Crowder, Eddie QB 175 Muskogee 
Davis, Jim i 215 McAlester 
Delhotal, Maurie Cc 190 Laverne 


Dona te pony FB 195 Ada 


Ellis, Dic 205 Oklahoma City 
Ewbank, Bob QB 180 Norman 
Gaut, Bob 195 Wichita Falls, Texas 
Ging, Jack HB 160 lva 

Green, Merrill HB 175 Chickasha 
Grigg, Larry HB 175 Sherman, Texas 


Hearon, Doc G 201 Putnam City 
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Herndon, Bob HB 165 Medford 

Imel, Mickey E 195 Cushing 

Ingram, Auston E 175 Lawton 

Ingram, Jerry G 190 Lawton 

Keller, Kay E 180 Thomas 

Lane, Lester QB 168 Purcell 

Lawyer, Dale HB 198 Holdenville 
Leake, Budd HB 175 Memphis, Tenn, 
Littlejohn, Wray T 195 El Reno 
McGee, Reece E 180 Norman 
McPhail, Buck FB 195 Oklahoma City 
Mears, Gene Cc 180 Seminole 


Nelson, Jenniigs E 190 Enid 


Nelson, Roger T 220 Wynnewood 
O'Neal, Pat FB 175 da 

Owens, Merle FB 175 Barnsdall 
Powell, Ray G 195 Perryton, Texas 
Reddell, John E 175 Oklahoma City 


Roberts, J. D. G 225 
Rowland, Ed T 225 


Dallas, Texas 
Odessa, Texas 


Santee, Bob HB 178 Skiatook 
Santee, Jack HB 175 Skiatook 
Shelton, David 195 Muskogee 


Simmons, Milton G 209 El Dorado, Ark. 
Sweatte, Juel FB 185 Georgetown, S.C. 
Thompson, Ron T 205 Ada ‘ 
Van Pool, Jack OB 180 Oklahoma City 
Vessels, Billy HB 185 Cleveland 
Wilkes, Jerry 5 205 Oklahoma City 





Merrill Green slashes around left end for 7 yards ond a touchdown against Pittsburgh. 


Colorado Tie and Loss To Irish Only Blots on Great Record 
—Big Red Seasonal Average Over 40 points per game 


Oklahoma 21, Colorado 21 


In deep trouble because they couldn’t find the handle 
on the ball and Colorado wasn’t awed by pre-season pre- 
dictions, Oklahoma Sooners had to swirl 71 yards in the 
final minutes to salvage a 21-all deadlock with the Buffs 
in a see-sawish season’s opener unfurled before 30,500 
frenzied fans in Boulder September 27. 

It was 92 degrees in the high country and the Sooners 
made it even hotter for themselves by fumbling seven 
times and losing six. The OUs also lost a disputed touch- 
down pass, which officials ruled was trapped instead of 
caught. 

After determined defending extracted the Sooners 
from three fumble-drilled holes early, the OUers poked 
48 yards in eight plays to go ahead late in the first quarter. 
Key pickup was Buck McPhail’s 15-yard journey to the 10. 
The senior fullback also threw the block which sprung 
Billy Vessels around end on a two-yard scoring junket. 
Buddy Leake kicked goal. 

Tailback Zack Jordan fueled Colorado’s get-even 
foray, passing for half the 68 yards covered. But for the 
touchdown, Jordan stayed downstairs and darted around 
right end for 10 yards. Roger Williams’ placekick knotted 
the count early in the second heat. 

From kickoff, OU sashayed 79 yards in eight thrusts 
to reclaim the lead. Two long passes sparked the of- 
fensive, Vessels hitting John Reddell for 37 and Leake 
bullseyeing Max Boydston for 24. The latter toss carried 
to the 11 from where Leake jetted around right end for 
eight. Two plays afterward, Leake pranced the payoff 
yard and added the 14-7 point. 

OU had a golden opportunity to break it up when 
kickoff man McPhail hurried down and forced Carroll 
Hardy to fumble to tackle Don Brown on the Buff 16. 
Vessels’ toss to Reddell was completed in the end zone 
but Vessels had crossed the line of scrimmage before 
throwing. From the 21, Leake passed to Vessels, who 
made a diving grab in payoff territory. But officials 
ruled Vessels had trapped the ball, so OU had to settle 
for a one-touchdown halftime edge. 

After Jordan's 77-yard quick kick, Vessels fumbled 
on first down and end Bill Branby grabbed the ball on 
the 23. Jordan passed to Williams for 12, fullback Ralph 
Curtis stabbed five more and Jordan sailed around left 
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end to score from the six. Williams tied it up. 

Colorado snared the lead for the first time with a 60- 
yard, five-play maneuver in the last period. A surprise 
pass from blocking back Williams to tailback Jordan 
netted 11 yards, then the order was reversed for 15. The 
drive faltered when Jordan lost seven attempting to pass. 
But coach Dallas Ward inserted sub blocking back Lee 
Venzke, who passed to Jordan for 16 yards and the 
touchdown. Williams’ placement shoved OU to the brink 
of defeat at 21-14. 

The Buffs were controlling the late proceedings when 
Kurt Burris intercepted a pass on his 29, The clock 
showed 4:53 remaining as the Sooners started goalward. 
A do-or-die fourth-and-one challenge loomed at the Sooner 
44 and Vessels flamed around the right flank for 17 as 
Reddell and Melvin Brown threw key blocks. 

In high gear now, the Sooners sent Leake 14, Crowder 
10 and McPhail nine on the way to the Colorado six. 
Two fierce Vessels thrusts netted five and one for the 
touchdown. With Big Eight and national honors riding 
on his kick, Leake rang the bell and the Sooners had 
their tie only 1:51 before the game's end. 


Oklahoma 49, Pittsburgh 20 


Oklahoma encountered defending difficulties again, 
as in the Colorado opener, but the Sooners converted de- 
fensive gems by Doc Hearon, Tom Catlin and Ed Row- 
land into touchdowns that were the difference in a 49-20 
victory over Pittsburgh before 38,000 spectators in Nor- 
man October 4. 

Hearon separated a Panther from the ball and Catlin 
intercepted a pass to set up scores as the Sooners posted 
an early 21-0 lead, and Rowland blocked a punt to pave 
the way for the six-pointer that put Bud Wilkinson’s Big 
Red out of reach at 35-13 late in the third quarter. 

Oklahoma counted first on a 76-yard drive with Buck 
McPhail, who rushed for 158 yards during the afternoon, 
booming 37 to the enemy 16 as Catlin tossed two blocks. 
Leake scored from the one and converted with only 4:41 
gone. 

Hearon broke through and batted the ball out of 
quarterback Rudy Maitioli’s mitts late in the round, Row- 
land recovering on the Pitt 47. A 24-yard pass from Eddie 
Crowder to John Reddell reached the two but two pen- 
alties cost OU 10 yards. Crowder squirted nine to the 
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three to rejuvenate the offensive and Leake breezed across 
from there, adding the 14-0 point 12:56 into the game. 


Early in the next stanza, Catlin pulled down a Matti- 
oli aerial on the Panther 43. Crowder’s toss to Leake 
gained 11 and helped OU to the 23. From there, Leake 
started left but suddenly pivoted and threw to end Carl 
Allison in the southwest corner of the end zone. Leake 
goaled and it was 21-0 for OU after 19:39 of action. 

Before intermission, Pitt scored twice to climb back 
into contention. Bobby Epps. 195-pound Negro fullback, 
banged four yards to cap a 63-yard drive from kickoff, Bob 
Kennedy kicking the extra point 4:19 before halftime. 

Moments later, a Crowder pitchout went wild and 
end George Glagola covered for Pitt on the OU 45. After 
a pass and holding penalty helped the Panthers to the 15, 
freshman quarterback Pete Neft tossed to end Bill Adams 
for eight and then stepped up the middle to score after 
attempting to pass. Jackie Ging climbed up tackle Ed 
Rowland’s back and deflected Kennedy's kick, protecting 
OU’s 21-13 lead 47 seconds before the half. 

The Sooners wasted no time notching an insurance 
score in the second half, moving 78 yards. Crowder passed 
to end Max Boydston for 21, Billy Vessels hit Leake for 
17 and McPhail got the touchdown on a 14-yard blitz of 
center with 5:54 gone. Leake goaled. 

Shortly afterward, Rowland blocked Joe Zombek’s 
punt. End Dick Ellis speared the pigskin in the air and 
followed a six-man convoy 45 yards to score, Leake put- 
ting the Sooners home free at 35-13 with his kick as 
21:26 remained to be plaved. 

The Sooners counted again 1:19 into the last quarter 
after Vessels faked a criss-cross to Ging on a punt return 
and barged 50 yards to Pitt’s 46. A dozen plays later, 
Crowder kept for five and the tally, Leake converting. 

Ging’s 20-yard punt return to the Panther 30 arranged 
OU's final score. Merrill Green blazed around left end 
for seven yards and the score, receiving blocks from Jerry 
Donaghey, George Cornelius and Bob Berendzen. 

In the backfield with Green and Donaghey during that 
drive were quarterback Jack Van Pool and halfback Jack 
Santee. The linemen were Berendzen, Cornelius, Kurt 
Burris, Gene Mears, Jerry Ingram, Jerry Wilkes, and 
Auston Ingram. 

Pitt covered 52 yards to its third tally after a Van 
Pool pass was intercepted. Bill Reynolds scored from a 
vard away and Kennedy converted 2:28 from the end. 


Oklahoma 49, Texas 20 


Backfield magician Eddie Crowder and running mates 
Billy Vessels, Buddy Leake and Buck McPhail baffled 
Texas with a sleight of hand exhibition which produced 
28 points in the first 11 minutes and Oklahoma stampeded 


: . : : i 
j ~ . . 
e - “ 
—~ ” 


Tom Catlin (54) clears the way for Buck McPhail'’s 37-yard jaunt, setting up the first Sooner tally in a 49-20 fone avas Pitt. 
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the Steers, 49-20, in front of 75,504 disbelieving fans at 
Dallas October 11. 

McPhail flailed away for 147 yards, Vessels frolicked 
106, Leake [risked 75 and Crowder passed for 133 as OU 
ach’eved a victory that was in doubt only once. That was 
late in the first half when Texas, after climbing up to 
28-7, blocked a Sooner punt and drove to a first down 
on the eight. But tackle Doc Hearon and center Tom 
Catlin led a stand that stopped UT on the one. 

Longhorn halfback Jimmy Pace’s fumble on the first 
play touched off OU's early spree, Larry Grigg recovering 
on the Steer 26. McPhail bolted seven but the Sooners 
were in fourth-and-two peril at the 18. Leake took care 
of that with a 12-yard jab and Vessels scored on runs 
of four and two. Buddy Leake’s kick made it 7-0 with 
2:15 gone. 

Next time around, the Sooners got possession 76 yards 
from the goal. After three plays carried to the 35, Crowder 
called his favorite pass, faking to McPhail up the middle 
and retreating with the ball hidden on his hip. Eddie 
directed a long pass to Leake, who took it in the clear 
on Texas’ 30 and completed the 65-yard maneuver. Leake 
added the 14th point 7:44 after play began. 

On the next kickoff, Gib Dawson fumbled and Gene 
Calame claimed possession on the Longhorn 29. A 
15-length fine threatened the Sooners but Vessels made 
it up with a 29-yard reverse to the 12. On the next down, 
Vessels battered left tackle for five, then lateralled to 
McPhail, who blared the final seven strides to paydirt. 
The clock showed 9:40 used up when Leake goaled. 

When Texas punted following the kickoff, Griggs 
rocketed back 37 yards to the Steer 29, tackle Don Brown 
erasing two defenders. One play was needed for the 
touchdown, Crowder passing to end John Reddell. Leake 
made it 28-0 with 10:50 elapsed. 

Texas’ offense finally started clicking in the second 
quarter, the Longhorns shuffling 74 yards in 17 plays to 
send fullback Billy Quinn across from the two. Dawson 
converted 6:25 before halftime. 


As the scoreless third round expired, OU was in the 
process of driving 66 lengths to its fifth score. Leake 
bashed over from the one on the 12th play of the offensive 
and converted for a 35-7 advantage 27 seconds into the 
final quarter. 

Texas rebounded 70 yards with Dawson sweeping for 
16 to set the tempo. Quarterback T. Jones tossed to end 
Howard Moon for 19 and then pitched to end Tom Stol- 
handske for 23 and the touchdown. Dawson toed through 
the point and it was 35-14 with 3:05 gone in the period. 

Points continued to pile up and next it was OU’s 
turn again. From the Sooner 40, Vessels advanced 12 
on a trap at left guard. Boxed up, Vessels flipped a 





lateral to McPhail, who pounded 48 more to score. Leake 
goaled 61 seconds after Texas had counted. 

With 5:58 left to play, Texas scored on a 19-yard pass 
from Jones to Billy Quinn, closing the gap to 42-20. The 
Steers then tried an on-side kickoff but OU got possession 
on its 41. Another trap sprung Vessels for 14 as the 
Sooners swarmed to the 10. Vessels carried three straight 
times, scoring from the one, and when Leake did his duty 
the 49-20 victory was wrapped up with only 1:50 to go. 


Oklahoma 42, Kansas 20 


All-victorious Kansas made a determined run at Okla- 
homa in the third quarter of an October 18 rouser at 
Lawrence, but Tom Catlin and Co. beat back the Hawks’ 
bid for a go-ahead touchdown and then scored three times 
in the final 18 minutes to post a 42-20 triumph before 
40,000 fans. 

Kansas counted first on a king-sized break, Billy 
Vessels being hit hard by guard Joe Fink and fumbling 
to Galen Fiss on the OU eight. The Jays’ great halfback, 
Charley Hoag, lugged the ball four straight times and 
finally made it across from the one. John Konek con- 
verted and the Sooners were in a 7-0 hole after 5:48 
of play. 

Hoag returned the fumble favor a few minutes later, 
however, and tackle Ed Rowland gobbled it up on the 
KU 16. On play No. 3 Buddy Leake took a pitchout and 
curved around left end for 10 yards and the touchdown. 
Leake added the tying point with 10:06 gone. 

Larry Grigg's interception of a Gil Reich pass gave 
OU the go-ahead opportunity. The theft left'the Sooners 
on their 42 and Eddie Crowder quickly worked the fake- 
to-the-fullback-and-long-pass trickery. End Max Boyd- 
ston snared Crowder's pass on the KU 30 and whizzed in 
to score. Leake made it 14-7 with 1:28 left in the period. 

Another interception, this one Carl Allison’s snatch 
of a Jerry Robertson aerial, left OU 64 yards and nine 
plays away from the 21-7 tally. Best gains were a long 
pass from Leake to Boydston and Vessels’ 13-yard journey 
to the one. Vessels scored and Leake converted 11:45 
before intermission. 

Robertson then started Kansas on the comeback trail. 
On a 61-yard surge touchdown-ward, Robertson completed 
three passes, including a 15-yarder to Jerry Taylor on 
the two. Robertson squeezed into the end zone but Konek 
made his fateful placement miss and OU’s 21-13 lead lasted 
the last six minutes of the first half. 

Merrill Green's kickoff return and a 33-yard Crowder 
to Vessels pass spurred the Sooners to Kansas’ 24 but a 
fumble was covered by Fiss and the Jayhawks scurried 
81 yards to draw within one point of a tie. Robertson 
passed to Bob Brandeberry for 42 and followed through 
with a 3l-yarder to Hoag, fine stops by Sooners Grigg and 
Allison preventing the two plays from going all the way. 
But Allison’s tackle was at the two and Brandeberry 
sg over in two tries. Konek goaled 4:38 into the last 

alf. 

Disaster threatened seconds later when a deflected 
Crowder to McPhail pass was intercepted by Konek on 
OU’s 40. Robertson hit Hal Taylor twice for short gains, 
then a pass-lateral involving Robertson, Reich and Brande- 
berry carried to the 13. 

Hoag charged to the six and it was second down with 
four needed. Brandeberry carried on second down but 
Ed Rowland stopped him on the five. On third down, 
Catlin shot the gap from his linebacking post and nailed 
Robertson for a five-yard loss. On the fourth down from 
the 10, Robertson fired a pass toward Reich but Catlin 
broke it up on the goal. 

Oklahoma then whirled 90 yards in eight plays to 
rclieve most of the pressure. Hardest lick was landed by 
Vessels, who cometed 51 yards to the Jay 17. Crowder 
rolled 14 more and Merrill Green, who played right half 
after Leake sprained an ankle, shot through right tackle 
from the one to score. McPhail’s kick made it 28-20 with 
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18:02 remaining. 

OU pulled away from the fading Hawks in the fourth 
round, A 73-yard march made it 35-20, Vessels passing 
to Boydston for 43 to the two and then scoring from that 
point. McPhail goaled 11:50 from the end, 

Another long Vessels completion accounted for 34 
of the 55 yards required on OU’s final drive, Billy’s pitch 
to John Reddell carrying to the six. Green counted from 
the five to cap scoring 8:18 before go-home time. 


Oklahoma 49, Kansas State 6 


For the third time in five games, Oklahoma’s offensive 
output totalled 49 points as the Big Red routed Kansas 
State, 49-6, before 42,000 patrons in Norman October 25. 

Billy Vesse!s scooted 139 of Oklahoma's 281 rushing 
vards and Eddie Crowder pitched 4-for-4 for 72 of the 
227-yard passing total posted by eight Sooner throwers. 
Defensively, the OUers held K-State to 22 yards rushing 
and 90 passing. The Big Redders intercepted seven passes 
while the Wildcats completed only nine of 23. 

The Sooners steamrollered 73 yards to break the ice. 
Merrill Green started the thaw with a six-length run, then 
Vessels ankled around Buck McPhail’s block and ambled 
51 yards to the 17. Vessels also bored the last yard, 
Buddy Leake converting 13:09 into the game. 

After a fumble nullified a drive to the one, the Soon- 
ers shifted into high gear as Larry Grigg rampaged 40 
yards to score on a punt runback, Gene Calame and Tom 
Catlin tossing important blocks. Leake goaled 87 seconds 
after the second stanza started. 

Les Lane, who dropped football after the 1952 season 
to devote full time to basketball and became a 1960 Olym- 
pian, arranged OU’s third touchdown by intercepting a 
pass and returning it 26 yards to the enemy 39. After 
Vessels gained 10, Green threw a running pass to end 
Max Boydston for 21 yards and the touchdown. Leake 
kicked it up to 21-0 with rest time 6:20 distant. 

Jackie Ging's interception and 15-yard return left OU 
40 yards from the promised land a series later. Green 
negotiated left end for 16 to the 19, from where the 
touchdown was produced by McPhail going three, Vessels 
six, Green nine and Vessels one. Leake placekicked the 
28th point 3:28 before intermission. 

A holding fine killed Grigg’s 88-yard effort early in the 
third round but Lane latched onto another Wildcat pass 
and the Sooners strutted 80 yards in seven tries. Vessels 
was free on a double reverse but fell on the State 42 after 
making 20 yards. On next down, Crowder faked to Mc- 
Phail, hipped the ball and whipped it to the 25, where 
Boydston was waiting to cart it into the end zone. Leake 
make it 35-0 with 6:41 gone. 

Another interception led to the next tally, right guard 
Jerry Ingram pilfering the ball and rumbling 13 yards to 
the State 12. A wild pitchout lost five yards and Grigg 
made only one but on third down Grigg’s running pass 
to end Dick Ellis netted 15 to the one. Grigg belted right 
tackle for the score, Leake converted and it was 42-0 
with 11:52 gone in the round. 


Moments later, a short K-State punt went out on the 
Cat 34. Calame worked the fake-to-the-fullback-but-pass 
slicker, heaved. deep and end Auston Ingram made an 
over-the-shoulder reception and fell on the one. Jack 
Santee smacked through left tackle to score and Leake 
made it 49-0 only eight seconds before heat three ended. 


Late in the fourth canto, a K-State spread finally pro- 
duced a touchdown, tailback Jack Chilton tossing 23 yards 
to halfback Bernie Dudley 2:12 before the final gun. 


Oklahoma 41, lowa State 0 


Oklahoma’s Sooners notched their first shutout of 
1952 in toying with Iowa State, 41-0, in a mis-match at- 
tended by 12,000 customers in Ames November 1. The 
Cyclones made a mighty stab at averting the whitewash 
job, once putting together a 79-yard drive, but linebacker 


Sam Allen turned in the key play as OU called a halt at 
the one. 

Billy Vessels launched the rout, cavorting 50 yards 
to touchdown-ville on a trap play. Buddy Leake started 
his placekicking duties 5:04 into the game. 

Tom Catlin’s interception of a Dick Mann pass and 
three-yard return to the Cyclone 30 set up No. 2. On 
second down, Vessels pierced left tackle and tore 25 yards 
to the four. Billy got three on next down, then Merrill 
Green rooted over. Leake kicked the extra point 11:19 
from the opening whistle. 

When Bill Plantan tried a pitch seconds later, Jackie 
Ging intercepted and meandered 36 yards to the 11. A 
penalty for holding moved OU back to the 37 but caused 
only a minor delay as McPhail swerved through the left 
side for 28 and then rammed the remaining nine to score. 
Leake converted and it was 21-0 with 13:25 played. 

OU ran its batting average to four touchdowns in six 
possessions with a five-play, 55-yard foray in round two. 
Vessels explored left tackle for 11, drew a blank on a 
sweep and then took a 3l-yard pass from Eddie Crowder 
on the 13. McPhail took charge there, bulldozing three 
and 10 for the touchdown. 

Leake, hampered by a strong wind, missed the extra 
point try. It was the Sooners’ first conversion miss since 
the previous season, a string of 35 straight including 29 
by Leake and six by McPhail. 

Vessels’ 40-yard running pass to end John Reddell was 
the payoff blow in an 83-yard foray that upped OU’s ad- 
vantage to 34-love 8:08 after intermission. Leake con- 
verted. 

In the stretch, Gene Calame-directed reserves trudged 
to the J-State 39, 20 and 28 but lost possession. 

McPhail had 110 yards to show for 13 trips, Vessels 
107 for 12, Crowder 36 for eight, fullback Jerry Donaghey 
18 for four, Jack Santee 14 for eight, Merrill Green 10 for 
six, Bob Herndon six for seven and Calame a minus five 
for 10 as OU outrushed State, 295-62. 


OU tossed only six passes but completed four for a 
114-57 advantage over the Iowans, who connected on only 
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Carl Allison (83) and Tom Catlin (54) blast Notre Dame's . Neil Worden out of bounds ina 
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five of 19 with the Sooners intercepting four. 


Notre Dame 27, Oklahoma 21 


Oklahoma’s national championship hopes were singed 
fatally in the flame of the Fighting Irish spirit at South 
Bend, Ind. November 15, Notre Dame swarming from 
behind three times and then utilizing a savage, fumble- 
causing tackle to topple the Sooners, 27-21, in one of the 
greatest football strugges ever staged. 


A crowd of 57,466, plus the biggest football television 
audience of all time—an estimated 20,000,000—saw Billy 
Vessels bid (successfully) for the Heisman Trophy by 
amassing 195 yards on 17 rushes and Buck McPhail add 
81 on 13 trips as the Sooners outgained Notre Dame, 313- 
219, on the ground. But the Sooners hit only two of 10 
passes while the Irish connected on 13 of 22 for a 135- 
44 advantage upstairs. 


The Irish latched onto five OU fumbles and also made 
effective use of the famed “sucker shift,” but the telling 
blow in a slam-bang, no-quarter-asked-or-given fracas was 
landed by sophomore tackle Dan Shannon, who sandbag- 
ged Sooner halfback Larry Grigg on a fourth quarter kick- 
off, causing a fumble that led to Notre Dame’s winning 
touchdown. 

The Sooners finished the game without four key men. 
Injuries cut down tackle Ed Rowland (for the year) and 
halfbacks Buddy Leake and Merrill Green. And guard 
J. D. Roberts was ousted for what an official thought was 
elbowing. Films revealed Roberts made no contact but 
instinctively turned with elbows up after being hit in the 
back as he ran toward the sideline. : 

Oklahoma, a one-touchdown choice, counted first as 
Eddie Crowder fooled the Irish with his ball-handling 
sleight of hand and passed to Vessels for 28 yards and a 
touchdown. Leake converted 12:40 into the game. 

Notre Dame counterattacked with a 59-yard offensive 
which started with quarterback Ralph Guglielmi passing 
to halfback Joe Heap for 15. At the Sooner 16, the same 
two worked the pass for a touchdown and Bob Arrix’s 
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27-21 loss to the Irish. 
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placement tied it up 4:05 before intermission. 

On the first play after kickoff. McPhail tunneled six 
yards to the OU 38. Then Crowder handed off to Vessels. 
The dive-tackle play clicked perfectly, Vessels erupted 
into the secondary, peeled off to the left sideline and jetted 
the 62 yards to paydirt so quickly no Notre Damer got 
within helmet-throwing distance. Leake goaled 1:50 after 
the Irish tally. 

Notre Dame threatened again late in the second 
quarter but Vessels intercepted a pass in the end zone to 
preserve OU's 14-7 halftime lead. 

From second half kickoff, the aroused Irishmen 
careened 67 yards to the Oklahoma 13 only to fumble the 
ball away. The march wasn’t wasted, however, for a few 
seconds later a Crowder aerial went astray, Lattner inter- 
cepted and dashed 27 yards to OU’s seven. Neil Worden 
bucked all the way and Arrix’s boot tied it up nine minutes 
after half two started. 

The Sooners slugged right back, starting goalward 
from their 43. McPhail fired five and Vessels matched 
that output for a first down on the Irish 47. On next 
down, Vessels palmed Crowder’s pitchout and careened 
around the right flank. McPhail blocked him to the side- 
line and Green applied a crushing cross-body block down- 
field to clear the path. Vessels completed his 47-yard sprint 
4:35 before round three expired and Leake made it 21-14. 

For the third time, the Notre Dames fought back into 
a tie. Sub quarterback Tom Carey got things percolating 
with an 11-yard toss to end Art Hunter but the big gainer 
was a 36-yard aerial from Heap to Lattner, who augered 
to OU’s 26. 

Delaying the game cost OU five yards and for the re- 
maining 21 yards, it was Oklahoma vs. Worden. The big 
fullback bludgeoned the line seven straight times, finally 
hitting the end zone from one step out. Arrix re-tied the 
knot at 21l-all 35 seconds deep in the final quarter. 

Sooner supporters still weren’t too worried because 
according to the script to that point it was now OU's turn 
to vault out front again. But Shannon hadn't read the 
script. On the kickoff, he barrelled into Grigg. Their 
head-on collision rattled windows for miles around. Shan- 
non collapsed unconscious and had to be carried off. 
Grigg was dazed—and lost the ball. 

Notre Dame's Al Kohanowich recovered on the Big 
Red 24 and on first down Lattner hopped 17 yards. Then 
the Irish pulled their “sucker shift,” the Sooners surged 
offside and Notre Dame had a first down on the two. 
Worden was limited to one but on second down Carey 
skimmed over. Carl Allison blocked Arrix's placekick but 
the Irish had their victory. 


It wasn’t that simple, of course. In the remaining 
13:20 of play, OU made three passes at a tie or triumph. 
On the kickoff, Vessels was too eager to get started and 
slipped down on the six. Still, the Sooners swooshed to 
the enemy 35 before a passing attack fizzled. 

Next, OU got possession on its 34 and McPhail 
brawned 30 yards. On first down from the Irish 36, 
Vessels daggered nine yards but fumbled and the back-in- 
action Shannon recovered. 

The Wilkinsons got one last chance from the 35. 
The play they'd been saving was a new screen pass. But 
the intended receiver had been far downfield on the play 
before and didn't hear the screen called. The screen formed 
perfectly but there was no eligible receiver so Crowder 
had to ground the ball. 

Time remained for one play. Figuring it was Vessels’ 
day, the Sooners let him try a long pass. But Lattner 
batted it down on the goal and Notre Dame was in. 

After his retirement, Notre Dame’s Frank Leahy 
called the 1952 Oklahoma team the finest he ever coached 
against. Paul Matz and Dan Shannon, 1954 co-captains 
who were sophomores when the Irish defeated OU, said 
no team ever impressed them as much as the '52 Sooners. 
Shannon added, “And no team ever was so much up for 
a game as we were that afternoon.”’” Bud Wilkinson said, 
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“I'm very proud of our team. They gave everything they 
had. It simply wasn't enough. Yet I’ve never seen our 
boys make a greater effort. Even though we were defeated, 
I believe in them and their spirit more firmly than ever.” 


Oklahoma 47, Missouri 7 


Oklahoma's opportunist Sooners, benefitting from 
seven pass interceptions, a blocked kick, bad snap from 
center and long punt return. mangled Missouri, 47-7, 
before 44,000 spectators in Norman November 15. 

In the first half, Bud Wilkinson’s Redmen launched 
only 28 plays to Missouri's 47 and managed only 68 yards 
rushing, 22 passing and four first downs. But the Sooners 
wound up with a 21-7 lead, thanks to an alert defensive 
play. a Mizzou hoo-boo and Jackie Ging’s cross-country 
punt return. 

Senior linebacker Sam Allen got OU off to a rousing 
start, blocking Bill Fessler’s punt in the first three minutes. 
Tackle Don Brown nabbed the ball and carried to the five. 
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End Max Boydston snags o pass necr poydirt in the Texas game. 


Eddie Crowder sauntered over from the one and Buck 
McPhail converted. 

Four plays later, Jackie Ging fielded a punt and ex- 
ploded 65 yards to score with help along the route from 
Allen, Jerry Ingram, Tom Catlin, Gene Calame and 
Brown. McPhail's placement made it 14-0 at the quarter. 

Soon afterward a snap from center sailed over Fess- 
ler’s head. He dodged to the Tiger 25, then tried an in- 
motion punt but it went out on the 30. Seven plays were 
needed by the OUs, the big one being McPhail’s 10- 
yard poke to the five. Merrill Green sprinted the final 


three lengths to score and McPhail kicked point. 

Mizzou went into a spread after the kickoff and 
moved 61 yards for its intial tally. Quarterback Jim 
Hook carried on the final five plays, going over from one 
yard out. Bill Fuchs booted the extra point to leave it 
21-7 at halftime. 

Oklahoma took the third round bootoff and bounced 
72 vards to the one before a fumble thwarted the threat. 
But next time around, the OUers plodded 51 in 11 with 
McPhail lumbering the last eight yards. Buck missed the 
extra point try five minutes deep in the second half. 


Catlin picked off a Scardino effort and ran it back 
nine yards to the Tiger 31 to arrange the 34-7 score. Ves- 
sels passed to Green for 17 and the touchdown, McPhail 
kicking point. 

Early in the final stanza, Jerry Ingram stole a Hook 
pitch and OU roared 52 yards in 12 plays, Green notching 
his third six-pointer of the afternoon from the one. Mc- 
Phail converted the 41th point. 
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When Vessels’ interception left OU 46 yards from the 
pay zone, the starters retired. Left half Pat O’Neal passed 
to end Steve Champlin for 11, halfback Chuck Baker 
carried twice for 14, fullback Ray Powell powered eight 
and O'Neal totaled 12 lengths on two more shots. From 
the one, quarterback Jack Van Pool strained over. Vessels 
missed the kick. 


OU had a healthy 261-76 edge in rushing but trailed 
in passing yardage, 180-116, as Missou gunners hit 13 of 
32 targets and the Sooners completed seven of 13. 


Oklahoma 34, Nebraska 13 


It took Oklahoma only 14 minutes to batter down 
a roadblock Nebraska had thrown up in front of the Big 
Seven throneroom, the Sooners zooming into a 20-0 lead 
and breezing in, 34-13, to the joy of 41,000 fans in Norman 
November 22. 


With Nebraska’s hard-luck Bobby Reynolds out of 
action with a pulled muscle suffered the day before the 
game, Buck McPhail, Billy Vessels, Eddie Crowder and 
Merrill Green accounted for most of the day’s thrills. 


The Sooners needed only five plays to eat up the 58 
yards between them and their first touchdown. Crowder 
passed to Green for 39, McPhail butted 11 in two tries, 
and Green dug three before Vessels split left tackle for 
five and the tally. McPhail’s kick fizzled 5:03 into the 
contest. 


One series later Jackie Ging grabbed a punt and fled 
383 yards to the Husker 43. Crowder’s toss to Vessels 
netted 24 yards to the 19, McPhail belted five of the re- 
maining yards and Green scored from the five on a sweep 
left. McPhail goaled with 8:27 gone. 

OU’s third scoring drive, an 8l-yarder, started like 
the other two, with Crowder completing a long pass. This 
time end Max Boydston was his collaborator on a 29-yard 
maneuver. Crowder spun around right end for 31 yards 
to the 18, J. D. Roberts and Dick Bowman blocking him 
free, and Vessels scored from the one 61 seconds before 
the quarter ended. McPhail converted. 

Late in the second round, Nebraska drove 70 yards to 
score, utilizing sweeps on which both guards, the fullback 
and a halfback got out in front of the runner. Halfback 
Bob Smith turned left end to score from the seven but 
Dennis Korinek missed the point, to leave OU’s halftime 
lead at 20-6. 

A nine-play, 60-yard sortie killed Husker hopes, Mc- 
Phail starting things off with a 12-yard blast, Vessels 
going six and Crowder 16 on a lateral from Green, On 
the touchdown play from the eight, Vessels lateralled to 
McPhail, who also booted the 27-6 point. 

OU’s next nine plays produced 71 yards, the last 
26 by Vessels, whose jaunt around the right side ended 
13:02 into the period. McPhail’s kick made it 34-6. 

Nebraska fought 70 yards in nine tries for its second 
score. Key gain was Novak's 34-yard run to the OU 30. 
The payoff came from 20 lengths out. George Cifra’s six 
yard pickup ended in a fumble but halfback Dierks Rol- 
ston nabbed the ball on the first bounce and blared the 
other 14 yards to paydirt, Korinek’s kick closing scoring 
12:55 from the end. 

McPhail’s harvest of 136 yards on 22 rushes was the 
game's best. Vessels’ 20 carries netted 96 while Crowder 
was 8-for-67 and Green 10-for-39 as OU led in infantry 
warring, 349-185. 

In overhead activity, OU completed half its dozen 
tosses and Nebraska zeroed in only a third of its 15 as 
the Sooners posted a 132-76 edge. Crowder accounted for 
128 of OU’s yards with a 5-for-11 afternoon, Green’s one 
completion in one try netting the other four yards. 


Oklahoma 54, Oklahoma AGM 7 


For only the second time all season, Oklahoma failed 
to score first against an enemy as Oklahoma A&M half- 
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back Bill Bredde bounded 98 yards with the opening 
kickoff in the November 29 finale at Stillwater. But the 
Sooners scored all the rest of the way to ax the Aggies, 
54-7, before a crowd of 25,000. 

The Sooners, heavily favored to close the campaign 
with an 8-1-1 record and fourth place in the national rank- 
ings, were staggered at the outset as Indian Bill returned 
the kickoff up the middle to the 20, ran through a cluster 
of opponents and swerved to the left sideline to go all the 
way. 
When Bennie Davis converted, J. B. Whitworth’s 
Waddies owned a 7-0 lead with only 21 seconds elapsed. 
It took OU almost eight minutes to count its first touch- 
down. Tackle Doc Hearon arranged it by partially block- 
ing Ken McCullough’s punt, giving the Sooners possession 
on the Aggie 21. It was a Buck McPhail production from 
there, the fullback barging 11, six and four to score. But 
Buck missed the point and A&M still led, 7-6, after 8:05. 

The Sooners vaulted ahead two seconds before the ex- 
piration of round one, slamming 72 yards in 10 tries. On 
the movement, Eddie Crowder passed to Billy Vessels for 
24 and ran for eight himself. Vessels negotiated right 
end for nine and Merrill Green went the opposite direc- 
tion for eight and the touchdown. McPhail converted. 

Seconds later, Aggie Gene Aldridge fumbled and 
Larry Grigg claimed possession for OU at the Cowboy 24. 
Green’s six-yard sweep was a big play and he also con- 
tributed the final four, dancing around the left flank and 
outmaneuvering linebacker Elmer Stout. McPhail’s 
missed placement left the count at 19-7, which it re- 
mained the 11:21 to intermission, 

Whatever hopes the Aggies still entertained were 
snuffed out when OU marched 71 yards with the second 
half kickoff. Ten plays were required, big ground licks 
being gains of 10, eight and six by Vessels and 17 by 
Green. Crowder and end John Reddell brewed a 21-yard 
aerial and Vessels scored from the one, McPhail kicking 
point 4:44 into the round. 


A short punt which veered out on the Aggie 48 led 
to the 33-7 touchdown. On first down, Crowder spiraled 
the ball far downfield, where end Max Boydston eluded 
Dorsey Gibson and Skip Warren to make the catch on a 
48-yard scoring play. McPhail did his duty 6:19 into 
the second half. 

A few ticks of the clock later, Cowboy quarterback 
Clynne Jones fumbled and Tom Catlin corraled the ball 
on A&M’s 13. The ball was given to Vessels three straight 
times, he hurtled four, eight and one and it was 40-7 
when McPhail converted. 

Still battling despite OU’s victory-clinching, 21-points- 
in-334-minutes spree, the Stillwaters wheeled 64 yards in 
a dozen plays to reach the Sooner 24 before a fumble 
halted them. 

Things rocked along through almost half of the stretch 
quarter until Ag halfback Billy Halecomb, rushed while 
trying to uncork a running pass, attempted to ground the 
ball. He was unsuccessful, Sooner tackle Roger Nelson 
grabbing the ball and rumbling 20 yards to score. Me- 
Phail’s boot made it 47-7 with 8:04 left. 

The last of the five fumbles lost by A&M during 
the afternoon left OU 26 lengths from its final touchdown, 
Dorsey Gibson dribbling to Sooner guard J. D. Roberts, 
McPhail exploded the middle for 13 and Vessels flashed 
eight around right end to the five. After Jackie Ging 
made one, sub q-back Gene Calame kept off left tackle for 
the score, McPhail converting with 5:44 to go. 


The Aggies regrouped and, game to the last, drove 
from their 14 to the OU three. But on the last play of 
the game Bredde lost 12 yards. 


Crowder accounted for the most yardage, running 
seven times for 46 yards and hitting four of six passes 
for 113 as OU led in rushing, 342-187, and pitching, 113- 
42. Vessels contributed 112 yards on 19 rushes, McPhail 
96 on 19, Green 53 on eight and Jack Santee 14 on four. 
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Scoreboard 

Oklahoma 21 Notre Dame 28 

Oklahoma 7 Pittsburgh 7 

Oklahoma 19 Texas 14 

Oklahoma 45 Kansas 0 

Oklahoma 27 Colorado 20 

Oklahoma 34 Kansas State 0 ROBERTS 
Oklahoma 14 Missouri 7 


Oklahoma 47 lowa State 0 


TEAM—Won Orange Bowl trophy by defeating Morylond, 7-0; led nation in rushing with average of 





Oklahoma 30 Nebraska 7 306.9 yards per game; Won Big Seven championship; Fourth in national poll behind Maryland, Notre 
Oklahoma 42 Oklahoma A&M 7 Dame and Michigan Stote. 
Orange Bowl INDIVIDUAL—J. D. Roberts won Outland Trophy, given to nation’s outstanding guard or tackle and 
Oklahoma 7 Maryland 0 was named Lineman of the Year by both the Associated Press and United Press; Buddy leake made 
——_ 50 of 52 extra point tries; Lorry Grigg led Big Seven in rushing (790 yords on 130 carries) and scoring 
293 9-]-] 90 (13 touchdowns for 78 points). 








Co-Captains Team Roster 
; Acree, Jim BY 192 Moud Hillis, Bob G 198 Lawton 
Allison, Carl E 184 McAlester Imel, Mickey E 203 Cushing 
Arms, Kenneth E 180 Sulphur Keller, Kay E 179 Thomas 
Baker, Chuck HB 1723 Chevenne, Wyo. Leake, Buddy QB 180 Memphis, Tenn. 
Berendzen. Bob E— 197. Walter Link, Emery = G 200 Tulsa 
Bolinger, Bo. G 202. ~Muskogee.__— Littlejohn == Wray _ FB 200 _Ell Reno 
Bowman, Dick v 207 Ponca City Leuenriege, Bob C T vay S Egaeots 
Boydson, Max E 202 Muskoaee ocd ried sg f 197 heaton 
Brown, Don T 183 Kermit, Texas Mobra, Joe yandotte 
» Melvi G 202 Deni - Morris, Cecil G 204 Lawton 
is, elson, Roger 2 nnewoo 
Burris, Robert FB 183 Muskogee O'Neal, Par QB 176 kam 
Calame, Gene OB 165 Sulphur Powell, Harold FB 194 Temple 
Corroll, Tom HB 176 Okemah Roberts, J. D. G 202 Dallas, Texas 
Roger Nelson, Wynnewood, and Larry Cartwright, Roy G 186 Miami Rupe, Ted rT 205 Wewoka 
: Grigg, Sherman, Texas. Cross, Jerry E 174 Chondler Soin, John T 214 Kingfisher 
Seber Borey Cc an = ial Pegg Salter, Myron HB 176 Ada 
onagney. Jerry » Santee, Bob HE 171 Skiatook 
Sooner Assistants Ging, Jack 8 157 Alva Simmons, Milton,  G 207 El Dorado, Ark 
Goff, Duane E 181 Newkirk Thompson, Ron G 203 Ada 
- , ‘ Green, Merrill HB 180 Chickasha Van Dee, Robert T 195 Ada 
) Gomer Jones, Pop Ivy, Bill Jennings, Pete Grigg, Larry HB 177 Sherman, Texas Van Pool, Jack QB 183 Oklahoma City 
Elliott and Dee Andros. Hearon, Doc i 197 Putnam City Woodworth, Calvin E 193 Minco 
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Loss to Notre Dame, Tie with Pitt Give Impetus To Start of 
Fantastic Winning Streak—Maryland Squeezed at Miami 


Notre Dame 28, Oklahoma 21 


Oklahoma's Sooners, usually destiny’s darlings, saw 
Notre Dame's opportunist Irish convert two fumbles, an 
interception and a blocked kick into touchdowns in the 
1953 opener at Norman September 26 and dropped a 
28-21 verdict before 59,500 fans. 

In the first contest played since abolition of the two- 
platoon rule, the famed foes got their baptism in both- 
ways ball in 94-degree heat. Oklahoma got one good 
break, recovering a fumble on Notre Dame's 23. But 
the Irish got the most smiles from Lady Luck, scoring 
after recovering fumbles on the 41 and 38, blocking a 
kick on the nine and intercepting a pass on the 41. 

At the start, it appeared it might be Oklahoma's 
day. Tackle Dick Bowman’s kickoff slithered between 
Johnny Lattner’s legs and out of bounds and shortly 
thereafter fullback Neil Worden fumbled to Bowman 
on the Irish 23. 

Max Boydston, the fullback-turned-end-turned-full- 
back, and left half Jackie Ging contributed nine yards, 
then halfback-turned-quarterback Buddy Leake skipped 
six for a first down on the eight. Ging drilled at left 
tackle for five but it was fourth down before Larry Grigg 
took a pitchout and swung around left end to score from 
the one, end Carl Allison blocking him open. Buddy 
Leake kicked the 7-0 point 4:42 after kickoff. 

Joe Heap and Boydston swapped fumbles, the latter's 
being recovered by Irish center Jim Shrader on OU’s 
41, Five plays later, it was all even, the big play having 
been quarterback Ralph Guglielmi’s 29-yard pass to 
Lattner on the 12. Guglielmi also pitched for the score. 
hitting Heap from the eight. Menil Mavraides con- 
verted 9:02 into the first quarter. 

With about half of the second round gone, OU got 
possession on its 20. Leake faked to the plunging Boyd- 
ston, hipped the ball and passed long to Allison, who 
hustled to the Irish 18 where Heap caught him after a 
62-yard pickup. Grigg, Ging and Leake alternated to 
the six, from where Ging scored through a hole pried 





Bud congratulates Frank Leahy after 28-21 Irish win. 


open by Bowman, Allison and Bo Bolinger. Leake toed 
it up to 14-7 with 6:55 remaining until rest-time. 

The lead almost lasted until the half. But OU, 
from its 34, called for a quick kick by Boydston, who 
earlier had thumped one 61 yards. This time, a sopho- 
more lineman failed to block tackle Frank Varrichione, 
who smothered the kick. Irish end and captain Don 
Penza recovered on the nine. 

Lattner, fullback Tom McHugh and Guglielmi strug- 
gled to the two. It was fourth down and OU faithful had 
hopes but Guglielmi faked a lateral and lunged into the 
end zone on a keeper. Mavraides’ conversion tied it up 
only 97 seconds before break time. 

The blocked punt had the Sooners groggy and Notre 
Dame wasn't long in following through, Guglielmi twist- 
ing high to intercept a Leake pass on the OU 41. After 
the Sooners were fined to their 36 for delaying proceed- 
ings, Guglielmi fired a perfect strike to Heap, who made 
the reception on the 10 and went across for the touch- 
down. Mavraides goaled 6:21 into the third heat. 

Then Leake fumbled and Penza was on hand to 
grab the ball on OU's 38. Heap hurried around right 
end for 14 to the 22 and Worden plunged for seven 
more, Once again Notre Dame faced a fourth-down 
situation but Guglielmi sneaked three paces to the nine 
and Worden battered right tackle to count from there, 
Mavraides converting for a 28-14 bulge 11:29 into the 
last half. 

When Grigg lamed an ankle in the fourth period, 
Merrill Green replaced him and pumped new life into 
the Sooners by zipping 34 yards to the Irish 14 on the 
statue of liberty play. But the drive bogged down. 

When Lattner punted, Green careened 60 yards to a 
touchdown. Ging removed a challenger at the 30 and 
Green hip-feinted Lattner out at the 10. Leake's kick 
made it 28-21 with 5:11 left. 

Green, still flaming hot, intercepted a Heap pass 
on the OU 40 to give the Sooners a shot at a tie. Only 
3:08 remained as, on first down, Leake flipped a screen 
pass to Allison. The sturdy end set sail with two block- 
ers ahead of him but Lattner fought through the convoy 
to tackle Allison after a 17-vard pickup. On the next 
play, Lattner intercepted a pass and the Sooners were 
dead, 

So heavily did both sides depend on breaks that OU 
made only 128 yards rushing and 79 passing while the 
Irish totals were 120 and 104. The Sooners lost five 
fumbles and Notre Dame three. 

Boydston was OU’s top rusher with 42 yards on 
eight tries. Green totalled 35 on three, Grigg 33 on 
seven, Ging 28 on nine and Allison 13 on one. Leake 
hit two of seven passes for 79 yards. 


Oklahoma 7, Pittsburgh 7 


Still suffering from Notre Dame-itis, the Sooners of 
Oklahoma managed only 63 yards rushing and 107 pass- 
ing in Pitt Stadium October 3 and were fortunate to 
sneak off with a 7-7 tie in a lack-lustre contest staged 
in 85-degree weather before 33,928 spectators. 

One perfectly-executed pass play saved the Sooners’ 
skins in a struggle dominated by defensive stands. 

Oklahoma threw its only scoring punch early in the 
second round. From his 20, Buddy Leake faked to the 
fullback, drifted back and pegged to Larry Grigg at mid- 
field. Senior end Kay Keller erased the Pitt safety and 
Grigg won a footrace with an enemy halfback, holding 
a step and a half lead all the way. Leake converted for 
a 7-0 lead that lasted the 10:05 to halftime. 

In the third quarter, both sides staged great goal 
line stands. The Panthers got their chance first when 





Bob Burris fell on Bobby Epps’ fumble at the Pitt six 
only 1:10 into the second half. The Sooners’ golden 
opportunity faded, however, as they lost possession on 
the one after Grigg was limited to two and Gene Calame 
and Leake two on a pair of tries. 

The Panthers fought 76 yards to the Sooner one, 
reaching that point on a 19-yard pass from Pete Neft to 
Dietrick. But OU held. 

Pinned on its one early in the fourth stanza, OU 
kicked out to the 48. The Pittsburghs barrelled to the 
15, from where a pass from Pete Neft to Ray Ferguson 
netted a first down on the four. Two Epps thrusts and 
an incomplete jump pass left it fourth down on the one. 
Neft probed center and it was so close only one of the 
four officials gave the touchdown signal. That was 
enough, however. Guard Paul Blanda booted the extra 
point 6:40 from the end. 

The Sooners, who made only one first down and 
ran only 19 plays to Pitt’s 47 during the second half, re- 
ceived a fright when Ferguson intercepted a Leake aerial 
on the Sooner 48. The Panthers drove to a first down 
on the 36 but lost possession. 


Content to settle for a tie, the Sooners ran three plays 
up the middle and then punted, leaving time for Neft 
to hit Deitrick with a 13-yard pass before the 
gun sounded. 

Oklahoma’s top ground gainer was Grigg, with 26 
yards on nine carries. Ging, who suffered a serious 
shoulder separation in the second quarter, left with 20 
yards on four tries. Boydston had nine on one, and 
Calame five for five. 


Oklahoma 19, Texas 14 


Tom Carroll and Gene Calame, the replacements for 
injured left half Jackie Ging and disappointing quarter- 
back Buddy Leake, sparkled as Oklahoma hopped back 
on the winning track by staving off a late Texas counter- 


Merrill Green breaks for the sideline for a long ga 
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iner against Nebraska's Cornhuskers. Sooners won the game 30-7. 
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attack for a 19-14 triumph achieved before 75,504 fans 
in Dallas and a nation-wide television audience October 10. 

Carroll, a former freshman standout who had re- 
turned from service in the Korean conflict, turned in an 
alert defensive play to set up the Sooners’ first touch- 
down. Smelling a pitchout, Carroll sprinted in between 
fullback Dougal Cameron and right half Billy Quinn. He 
intercepted the lateral with one hand, was momentarily 
knocked loose from the ball but made a diving recovery 
on the Texas 25. 

Six plays were needed on the short drive, among 
them Calame’s Il-yard trek off left tackle to the nine. 
Two thrusts by Larry Grigg carried to the four and, 
after Texas off-sided itself to the one, Grigg bucked 
over. Calame missed the placement 9:23 into the game. 

Halfway through the second period, coach Bud Wil- 
kinson inserted Leake and Merrill Green for a punt 
return. Green faked OU’s famed criss-cross and scamp- 
ered 80 yards to score, outrunning Steer quarterback 
Bunny Andrews. <A bad snap from center nixed the 
extra point try, leaving it at 12-0 6:57 before time to rest. 

OU made it 19-0 after Green returned a punt 11 
lengths to the Sooner 43. Calame’s five-yard pickup and 
an offside assessment netted a first down on UT's 47. 
Then Calame pitched out to Carroll, who rolled around 
the right flank and went all the way using blocks by 
Don Brown, J. D. Roberts, Roger Nelson, Max Boydston 
and Kurt Burris. Green’s placement was good with 
10:04 remaining. 

The Sooners looked like a cinch but Texas changed 
the outlook by charging 78 yards with the ensuing kickoff, 
scoring on a 2l-yard pass from quarterback Charley 
Brewer (younger brother of former OU halfback George) 
to left half Delano Womack. Phil Branch’s conversion 
made it 19-7 with 6:14 left. 

The QOUers faced catastrophe shortly afterward, a 
lost fumble on the Sooner 40 being followed by Brewer's 


” 


re 


36-yard heave to end Carlton Massey. But on the 
second play from the four, Brewer fumbled and Boydston 
plopped on the ball. 

Only 2:35 remained when OU started killing time 
from its four. Seven plays later, the strategy was to 
give Texas an intentional safety to get room for a free 
kick. Calame, dodging about the end zone, thought he 
spied an opening along the sideline. He scurried toward 
the day light but the light went out on the OU three. 
Kelly scored from there, Branch goaled and UT was 
within five points with 29 seconds left. 

The Steers tried an onside kickoff and it worked! 
But the overeager Longhorns had been offside. The 
next kickoff didn’t travel the required 10 yards and 
the Sooners got possession. 


Oklahoma 45, Kansas 0 


Oklahoma's front-line forces scored the first three 
times they had the ball and the shock troops counted the 
last three times they had possession as the Sooners set 
a school modern-times rushing record of 537 yards in 
slaughtering Kansas, 45-0, in front of 42,500 witnesses in 
Norman October 17. 

The pattern of the rout was drawn on OU’s seven- 
play, 75-yard surge to touchdown No. 1. Gene Calame 
contributed a 23-yard trip, Larry Grigg went 16 and 
Tom Carroll cruised 15 and 18. the latter effort reaching 
the KU four. Bob Burris boomed to the one, Grigg 
dived over and Calame kicked it up to 7-0 with only 
3:09 gone. 

Only three thrusts were required to eat up 65 yards 
next time around. Grigg rambled 41 yards before Ralph 
Moody caught him on the 24. Calame scooted 15 and 
lateralled to Burris, who added four to the five. Burris 
then hit through right tackle for the touchdown. Calame 
missed the extra point after the game was 6:27 old. 


The next offensive spanned 95 yards in eight plays, 
Grigg galloping 66 paces to the 22 to land the big lick. 
Sophomore halfback Bob Herndon pranced 14 to the 
eight and two plays later Grigg passed to end Carl Allison 
for seven and the tally. Buddy Leake’s kick was no 
good 12:03 into the contest. 


Only scoring offensive of the third stanza was OU's 
10-play, 56-yard foray. Burris’ 19-yard trip ended on 
the 11 and Herndon stabbed to the eight. It was fourth 
down at that point when Grigg uncorked a touchdown toss 
to Allison. Calame converted for a 26-love lead 7:28 
into the round. 

With coach Bud Wilkinson beginning to sprinkle re- 
serves into the line, the Sooners scrambled 79 yards in 
10 tries for the first of three last-quarter touchdowns. 
Burris buzzed 20, Calame churned 12 and Grigg dug 
seven to put it on the 25. Two Calame keeps, for 15 
and eight, carried to the two, from where Herndon 
speared across. Leake made it 33-0 with 9:50 remaining. 

Pat O'Neal quarterbacked a 62-yard, seven-play 
drive to the next score, Herndon sparking it was a 26- 
length jaunt to the 34. O'Neal danced 15 and then 
lateralled to fullback Jerry Donaghey for 14 more and 
OU was on the five. Donaghey bulled four and right 
half Chuck Baker bolted the last yard over right guard, 
Bob Santee missing the placement with 4:42 to go. 

The clock was as much trouble as Kansas after Jack 
Van Pool picked off a Jay pass on his own 43. Jack 
Santee’s 16-yard cruise carried to the 36 and later right 
half Myron Salter made three to the 28. Van Pool 
circled left end to score from that point 38 seconds before 
the gun. Bob Santee’s boot was wide. 

A dozen Sooners participated in the 537-yard rush- 
ing harvest. Grigg got 156 on 12, Calame 100 on 18, 
Bob Burris 78 on eight, Herndon 46 on nine, Carroll 36 
on five, Wray Littlejohn 31 on two, Van Pool 28 on one, 
O’Neal 15 on one, Jack Santee 19 on two, Merrill Green 
seven on one, Donaghey 14 on one and Leake minus 
seven on two, 

After the Sooners riddled Kansas with a 537-yard 
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rushing barrage, Topeka Capital reporter V. L. Nichol- 
son typed, “Owen Field was a one-way street and then 
traffic got a trifle heavy around the Kansas goal.” 


Oklahoma 27, Colorado 20 


The annual fright provided by Colorado's Buffaloes 
was every bit as bad as advertised at Norman October 
24, Oklahoma's Sooners struggling from behind thrice 
and then snaring a 27-20 decision on halfback Merrill 
Green's 51-yard burst in the final half-minute. 

The crowd of 34,000 moaned knowingly as Sooner 
halfback Larry Grigg fumbled the opening kickoff to 
Colorado center Dave Hill on the 24. Five plays later, 
wingback Frank Bernardi reversed left end for 13 yards 
and the touchdown. Roger Hunt missed the extra point 
try, leaving Oklahoma in a 6-0 hole 2:16 into the game. 

The Sooners got even 5:01 into the next round after 
a 75-yard, 13-play march. A clipping penalty cost Bob 
Burris all but eight yards of a 46-length flight to CU's 
20 but the OUers rebounded and, with Grigg going 12 
and nine, nudged to the four. Bob Herndon pierced 
left tackle for three and Grigg gouged through the other 
side for the score, but Gene Calame missed the go- 
ahead point. 

Colorado came right back, seven plays producing 60 
yards and a 13-6 lead. Tailback Carroll Hardy, finding 
himself without a pass receiver, meandered up the middle 
for 12 to OU’s 35. It was fourth down with three needed 
but Hardy drove off right tackle and trudged the entire 
35 yards to paydirt. Hunt converted 5:41 into the period 
and the 13-6 edge held up although Grigg returned an 
intercepted pass 25 yards to the 15 just before the gun. 

Guard J. D. Roberts blocked Ron Johnson's punt 
in the third quarter, OU taking over 28 yards from the 
promised land. Ten tough plays were needed, among 
them Grigg’s 10-yard trip to the 16 on a crucial fourth- 
and-nine try. Burris and Calame lugged to the three, 
Grigg knifed across and Buddy Leake’s placement re-tied 


the knot at 13-all 7:04 into the last half. 

When Hardy fumbled to Grigg on the Sooner 22 
early in the final period, the tide seemed to have turned, 
OU's alternate line coming in to block the Sooners 78 
yards in 11 plays to the go-ahead touchdown. Gains by 
Grigg, fullback Wray Littlejohn and Calame, plus an 
offside called against Colorado, carried to the 33. Then 
Herndon streaked through left tackle and was home 
free as Dick Bowman, Joe Mobra and Bo Bolinger tossed 
telling blocks. Leake’s kick made it 20-13 with 7:11 left. 

Now it was Colorado’s turn to come back and the 
Buffs did—80 yards. They faced a fourth and one crisis 
on their 40 but Hardy faked a punt and turned left end 
for 19 yards. Then, on fourth and four at the OU 26, 
the Buffs called for the single wing buck lateral. 

Fullback Don Shelley handed the ball to blocking 
back Roger Hunt, as per plan, but tailback Hardy was 
covered so, instead of lateralling back, Hunt hid the ball 
and spun around left end for 26 and the touchdown. Sub 
blocking back Don Piper’s placement made it 20-all 
1:30 from the gun. 

After Calame returned the kickoff 15 yards to the 
30, a pass failed. But Colorado was caught holding and 
OU was in business at its 49 with 56 seconds to go. 
Calame called a trap play with right half Green carry- 
ing. End Kay Keller trapped the middle guard, Cecil 
Morris and Doc Hearon teamed a tackle, Bo Bolinger 
got the middle linebacker and Don Brown erased an- 
other linebacker. Green cometed downfield, received 
help from Carl Allison on one defender and eluded the 
final man himself. Leake’s placement sealed the victory 
36 seconds before the end. 

OU had a 327-277 edge in rushing as both clubs 
passed for only 11 lengths. Burris was the top ground- 
gobbler with 86 yards on 11 treks, Grigg carried 13 
times for 76 yards, Green two for 57, Herndon four for 
44, and Calame 23 for 42. 


Oklahoma 34, Kansas State 0 


Kansas State’s Wildcats, possessors of (1) a 3-0 
Big Seven record, (2) 5-1 reading overall and (3) fond 
hopes of upsetting Oklahoma’s conference behemoths, 
were snowed under, 34-0, before 22,500 fans in Manhat- 
tan October 31, the Sooners protecting their No. 9 na- 
tional ranking by crunching 424 yards on the ground. 

Although the Sooners completed no passes and made 
gains of more than 10 yards only a handful of times, 
they put together relentless scoring offensives of 79, 69, 
80 and 51 lengths. 

K-State’s fierce resistance was displayed on OU’s 
first touchdown sortie. Three times during an 18-play 
79-yard march from the opening kickoff, the Sooners 
had to have measurements to confirm first downs. Biggest 
gain was a 16-yard pickup by fullbak Jerry Donaghey 
with other crucial yards being contributed by Bob Hern- 
don and Larry Grigg, who finally scored from the three. 
Gene Calame converted after a 9-minute and 9- second 
drive. 

In the second quarter, OU needed eight plays on a 
69-yard foray. Grigg gunned 17 to the K-State 45 and 
Donaghey added nine. Calame and Donaghey worked a 
run-lateral for eight, then Grigg got eight and Calame 
four. From the 16, Herndon hacked through left tackle 
and scored, carrying a defender the last 10 yards. Leake’s 
kick made it 14-0 with 8:06 to go in the half. 

Seconds before intermission, Grigg broke free on a 
trap play and paraded 42 yards to the one. But Merrill 
Green was halted for no gain as the half expired. 

The Sooners rolled 80 yards with the second half 
kickoff, using 14 plays. Herndon’s 18-yard journey car- 
ried to the 18, Calame contributed eight and Herndon 
came back for four to make it first down on the six. 
It took four blasts from there, Grigg finally fleeing around 
the left flank from the one to score. Calame’s kick 
sailed wide 6:06 into the round. 

On a 51-yard drive which consumed 11 plays early 
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in the stretch quarter, Bob Burris got a good bounce in 
recovering his own fumble for an 1ll-yard gain to the 
29. On fourth and four from the 23, Calame picked 
up five. Burris added six and Ging three, then the latter 
hot-footed it nine to score, with Dick Bowman throwing 
the key block. Leake kicked it up to 27-0 with 4:55 left. 

On the first play after the kickoff, Bo Bolinger re- 
covered fullback Jim Rhoades’ fumble 18 yards from the 
end zone. Chuck Baker cracked eight and Bob Santee 
five, then Baker gobbled up the final five in two tries. 
Santee closed the scoring with a placekick 3:10 from 
the end. 

The free-wheeling Grigg gained 177 yards on 25 
rushes, Herndon added 79 on 17, Donaghey 50 on seven, 
Calame 43 on 13, Burris 20 on three, Baker 13 on three, 
Ging 12 on four, Green five on two, end Max Boydston 
five on one, and Santee five on one. 


Oklahoma 14, Missouri 7 


Scoring first and last but encountering little but 
trouble in between, Oklahoma's Sooners used a sparkling 
offensive-defensive performance by halfback Larry Grigg 
to trim Missouri, 14-7, as 29,280 spectators watched in 
Columbia November 7. 

Grigg notched both OU touchdowns, batted down an 
end zone pass which could have meant defeat and rushed 
for 108 yards during the 44-degree afternoon. 

The Sooners scored on their first possession, sweep- 
ing 66 yards on eight plays. Max Boydston raced seven 
on an end around, Grigg poked eight and then Gene 
Calame passed to Grigg for 25 to the 18. Herndon 
smacked ahead for nine and then turned it over to Grigg, 
who dived for two and romped around left end for seven 
and the score. Calame converted 614 minutes into the 
game. 

Vic Eaton punting out on OU’s three arranged Miz- 
zou’s touchdown in the second round. The Sooners’ re- 
turn kick carried to only the 23 and two passes ate up 
that distance, Eaton tossing to halfback Bob Schoonmaker 
for 11 and end Pete Corpeny for 12. Ed Merrifield’s 
placekick knotted the count at 7-7 with 10:13 left in 
the half, 

The Sooners wasted a 67-yard movement just before 
intermission, an offside fine nullifying Calame’s touchdown 
sneak. On fourth down, Herndon smashed to within six 
inches of the end zone before being stopped. 

After a scoreless third period, Mizzou made its bid 
for an upset. On third down from OU’s 17, Eaton 
passed into the end zone where end Hal Burnine was 
waiting. It looked like a touchdown but at the last 
second Grigg batted the ball away from Burnine with a 
leaping stab. On next down, Ray Detring tried a field- 
goal from the 24 but it was short. 

Pinned on their 20 with half the fourth quarter gone, 
the Sooners cranked up and cruised 80 yards to dis- 
solve the deadlock. On their journey to Mizzou’s 34, the 
OUs benefitted from runs of 12 by Bob Burris and 14 
by Jackie Ging. Two more Burris shots carried to the 
27 and Grigg negotiated left end for 11 to the 16. 

After a pass failed, Grigg attacked right tackle for 
eight and Ging reversed through the same territory for 
five more and new life at the three. The Tigers died 
hard, rushes by Calame, Burris and Grigg leaving OU 
half-a-yard shy of the end zone. But Grigg counted the 
touchdown on a sweep to the left, scoring untouched. 
Leake kicked goal and it was 14-7 with 4:28 left. 

When the game ended, the Sooners were on the five, 
thanks to Merrill Green’s 13-yard gallop. 

Grigg needed 17 carries to compile his 108 yards 
while Burris amassed 62 on 11, Herndon 21 on four, 
Calame 19 on 11, Ging 17 on three, Green 16 on two, 
Leake nine on four, Jerry Donaghey 13 on three, Boydston 
seven on two and Wray Littlejohn four on one, as the 
Sooners posted a 276-134 rushing advantage. 

With Eaton hooking up eight of 17 passes, the Tigers 
had a 90-54 margin in aerial warfare. Herndon hit one 
of two for 32 yards, Calame one of three for 17 and 


Leake one of two for five. 


Oklahoma 47, lowa State 0 


Big Seven and Orange Bowl honors were clinched by 
Oklahoma at Norman November 14, an audience of 44,000 
watching 15 ballcarriers participate in a 47-0 trouncing 
of Iowa State. 

The Sooners swirled 62 yards on their first possession, 
one of the 11 plays needed being Gene Calame’s 23-yard 
trek to the 19. The little quarterback scored from the 
five, the touchdown being his first of the fall. He missed 
the extra point after 6:47 of activity. 

Later in the same round, Tom Carroll whacked a 
punt 66 yards. I-State’s Gary Lutz fielded it but was 
smacked by Kurt Burris and fumbled the ball to OU's 
Jackie Ging on the 17. Larry Grigg butted five, Carroll 
matched that output, Calame sashayed three and Bob 
Herndon added the final four, Buddy Leake’s kick made 
it 13-0 with 12:16 gone. 

The second period was pointless but on the first 
play of the last half Max Boydston long-legged it back 
to the left side on an end around play and stomped 76 
yards to the Iowans’ three. Grigg poked across, Ging 
goaled and it was 20-0 with only 50 seconds elapsed. 

Carl Allison entered the end-around business during 
OU’s 62-yard march to touchdown No. 4, running 12 paces 
to the State 34. A Calame to Ging pass produced 18 
yards to the five and Calame and Grigg gobbled up the 
rest of the ground, the latter scoring from the three. 
Ging placekicked it up to 27-0 with 6:54 remaining in 
the stanza. 

OU’s fifth tally came suddenly. Leake fielded a punt 
and handed off to Merrill Green on the Sooner 32. Green 
yanked loose from one would-be tackler and headed 
downfield. The punter, Hank Philmon, challenged him at 
the 10 but tackle Cal Woodworth dashed down and threw 
a path-clearing block. The 68-yard caper and Leake’s 
placekick made it 34-0 with 11:20 left. 

With Jack Van Pool at the throttle, Sooner reserves 
rampaged 85 yards in five tries to make it 40-0. A run 
and lateral involving halfback Chuck Baker and Van Pool 
picked up 40 yards to the State 35, from where efforts 
by Van Pool and Baker netted 11 more. Pat O'Neal 
then threw a 24-yard touchdown strike to end Kenneth 
Arms. 

The wrap-it-up touchdown was notched only 51 sec- 
onds before time ran out, coming after a 60-yard trek 
which spanned nine plays. Halfback Gary Hancock 
chipped in a nine-yard run to the Cyclone 43, setting 
up a pass-and-run scoring play featuring pitcher O'Neal 
and catcher Jerry Cross, the right end. O’Neal tapped 
through the final point. 


Oklahoma 30, Nebraska 7 


Fullback Bob Burris blared 153 yards to pace Okla- 
homa on a 406-yard rushing spree and the Sooners sub- 
dued Nebraska, 30-7, before 28,000 customers in Lincoln 
November 21, touchdowns in each of the last two quarters 
permitting the Big Red to pull away from the fiercely- 
resisting Huskers. 

Sooner quarterback Gene Calame angled a punt out 
of bounds at the Nebraska five early in the proceedings 
to set up the start of scoring. Three plays later, center 
Ted Britt spiralled the ball over the head of punter Ray 
Novak, giving OU a safety and 2-love lead after 6:45 
of play. 

The Wilkinsons weré in the process of storming 92 
yards to their first touchdown when the second stanza 
opened. Burris’ 28-yard blast to the Nebraska 41 was a 
big help, as was Larry Grigg’s 16-step strut around left 
end to the eight. Jackie Ging slipped down after making 
one but Grigg daggered six and one for the touchdown 
and Ging’s placekick made it 9-0 with 1:30 gone in the 
quarter. 

Nebraska struck back with a 63-yard, 16-play foray. 
The Huskers were in fourth-and-three trouble at OU’s 
35 but left half Bob Smith managed the three. Quar- 
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terback John Bordogna’s six-yard run carried to the 10, 
Smith made four and OU off-sided itself back to the 
one. Smith scored, Bordogna goaled and OU's lead had 
been reduced to 9-7 with 5:40 left in the half. 

From kickoff, OU thundered 76 yards in seven plays 
to stretch the lead back to nine points. On the first 
play, fullback Jerry Donaghey hammered 45 yards to the 
Husker 31. Buddy Leake, in at left half, made four, 
then Calame put gains of five and nine back to back and 
OU was on the 13. Merrill Green chugged four, Calame 
matched that and then Green steamed around left end 
to score from the five. Leake converted 214 minutes 


before the rest break. ; 
After a fumble into the end zone cost them one third- 


round score, the Sooners traveled 51 in eight to make 
it 23-7. On the movement, Burris carried six times for 
34 yards, including the touchdown shot of eight strides. 
Leake kicked goal 12:05 into the third round. 

A fumble snuffed out an 85-yard OU offensive on 
the Husker two in the fourth period but the Sooners got 
the score the easy way when they came into possession 
only 25 yards from the goal. The payoff was Jack Van 
Pool’s 10-yard pitch to Cal Woodworth. Bob Santee 
converted for the final 30-7 reading only 10 seconds from 
the end. 

Burris’ 153-yard total was fashioned out of 20 treks. 
Jerry Donaghey made six carries pay off in 72 yards, 
Grigg lugged 13 times for 66, Ging nine for 43, Calame 
14 for 31, Bob Herndon three for 15, Green two for 11, 
Leake three for nine and Pat O'Neal two for six. 


Oklahoma 42, Oklahoma AGM 7 

The unrelated Brown boys, Don and Melvin, paved 
the way for two second quarter touchdowns by recover- 
ing a fumble and blocking a punt, respectively, as Okla- 
homa’s Sooners broke out of a tie and went on to chop 
down the Oklahoma Aggies, 42-7, before 50,000 witnesses 
in Norman November 28. 

Things went according to script at the outset, the 
Orange Bowl-bound Big Red ramming 74 yards in a 
dozen tries from opening kickoff to get a 7-0 jump. Bob 
Burris’ 33-yard junket to the Poke 31 was followed by a 
fourth-and-three crisis, which Jackie Ging solved by 
double reversing around right end for 12 to the 12. Ging 
ran right end to score from a yard out, added the bonus 
point and it was 7-0 for OU with 6:40 gone. 

The Aggies came within 12 yards of a tying touch- 
down before quarterback Bobby Green was tossed for a 
13-yard loss by Max Boydston while trying to pass. But 
when Leake punted out moments later, Green swerved 
57 yards to paydirt. He started to his right, was hemmed 
in and reversed left to pick up the blockers who helped 
him get free. Green also converted to knot the count 
13:23 into the game. 

When Cowboy fullback Earl Lunsford fumbled early 
in the next quarter, Don Brown was on hand to stake a 
claim for OU on the Poke 25. The short cruise required 
six plays, one of which was Larry Grigg’s ll-yard end 
run to the five. Gene Calame squirted across from the 
two on a keeper and Ging goaled for a 14-7 edge 3:59 
after the period started. 

The Sooners took over on the 25 again when Melvin 
Brown blocked Bill Bredde’s attempted punt. This time 
it took OU seven tries to score. A touchdown trip by 
Grigg was vetoed by a penalty but Buddy Leake pitched 
an ll-yard pass to end Joe Mobra in the end zone. Leake 
converted and the Sooners nursed their 21-7 advantage 
the 4:02 remaining in the first half. 

For the 28-7 tally, OU went 54 yards in nine plays. 
A Calame to Boydston pass carried 13 to the Poke 22, 
then Calame gained seven around left end. Grigg saun- 
tered four and Burris realized six at left tackle to ar- 
range the scenery for Calame’s five-yard scoring jaunt 
through the left side. Leake kicked goal. 

The Sooners tacked on two more touchdowns in the 
stretch. The first came suddenly. A handoff to Lunsford 
was bobbled, Boydston snatched it out of the air and 
cavorted 43 yards to score. Ging’s placekick upped the 
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score to 35-7 only 55 seconds deep in the final period. 

The Sooners put together a late, 77-yards-in-11-plays 
offensive. After Merrill Green loped 16 to the 25, he and 
fullback Jerry Donaghey shared ball-lugging chores to the 
12. From there, Bob Herndon slammed seven, Green two 
and Van Pool three for the score. Green goaled 2:03 
from go-home time. 

OU’s 312-134 rushing advantage was built around 
Burris’ 90-yards-in-12-carries harvest. Grigg gained 67 
in 16, Donaghey 49 in eight, Calame 32 in 13, Green 31 
in four, Ging 21 in six, Herndon 10 in two, Leake nine in 
two and Jack Van Pool three in one. For the losers, 
Lunsford bulled 57 yards in 15 trips and Bredde 56 in 12. 


Oklahoma 7, Maryland 0 


Oklahoma fought and won two pitched battles with 
Maryland's attackers within inches of the Sooner goal 
and then pieced together a flawless cross-country offen- 
sive of its own to stun the favored Terrapins, 7-0 in a 
defense-dominated Orange Bowl struggle in Miami Jan. 
1, 1954, 

The initial get-together of teams representing the 
Big Seven and Atlantic Coast Conferences came adver- 
tised as a high scoring whingding involving the split-T 
forces of old coaching buddies Bud Wilkinson and Jim 
Tatum. At least that’s what the Orange Bowl people 
had in mind when they tied up with the two circuits. 

But defense grabbed the spotlight—and in a hurry. 
After Maryland end Bill Walker punted out on OU's 
one the return boot expired on the 37 and the fat was 
in the fire. Relentlessly, Maryland rumbled goalward. 
From the five, Ralph Felton powered to a first down on 
the three. 

The Big Red fortress was bristling, however. Chet 
Hanulak was halted on the two and Dick Nolan was 
blanked. Then quarterback Charley Boxold strained to 
within inches of the double stripe and the Marylands 
thought they had it made. The Sooners thought other- 
wise, landsliding Felton for no gain on fourth down to 
wrest possession of the pigskin. 

OU punted out, held and Dick Bielski attempted a 
fieldgoal from the 43. The long shot didn't pay off and 
the Sooners had the ball on their 20 with a chance to 
carve out some breathing space. However, Buddy Leake 
bobbled the ball, Maryland recovered and the Wilkin- 
sons were treading hot water again. 

When Nolan nudged to a first down on the nine, 
Sooner spirits sagged. 

But OU's No. 2 linemen were just as stingy as their 
first-string comrades had been. Three thrusts netted 
Maryland only three yards so Felton teed up from the 
11. His fieldgoal try veered wide to the right and OU 
had another chance from the 20. 

Suddenly, the Sooners found the offensive touch. 
Jackie Ging lined a running pass to Max Boydston for 
six yards and picked up three himself. Larry Grigg 
‘clawed 11 to the 40 and added two more on a buck 
before Calame’s eight-yard aerial to fullback Bob Burris 
produced a first down at midfield. 

Calame then ordered a trick play on which the OQUers 
had been drilling in secret. Grigg took a pitchout and 
headed left but, at a call from a trailing lineman, sud- 
denly changed directions and sailed around the right 
flank. The play gained 11 precious yards. 

Trouble loomed as Burris was limited to two yards 
and Ging one but Calame passed to Burris for eight and 
the Sooners were in business at the 28. Burris sliced to 
the 25 and the Big Redders were ready to toss the 
knockout punch. 

Calame pitched out to Grigg, who wheeled around 
the left flank. Calame and Burris applied downfield 
blocks and Grigg whizzed to the four before he was 
challenged. Safetyman Nolan snared a leg but Grigg 
spun expertly and dragged the Terp across the goal. 
Leake kicked the extra point and that was it. 


Larry Grigg runs to the winning TD in the Orange Bowl, 
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Scoreboard 


Oklahoma 27 California 13 
Oklahoma 21 Texas Christian 16 
Oklahoma 14 Texas 
Oklahoma 65 Kansas 
Oklahoma 21 Kansas State 
Oklahoma 13 Colorado 
Oklahoma 40 lowa State 
Oklahoma 34 Missouri 
Oklahoma 55 Nebraska 
Oklahoma 14 Oklahoma A&M 
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Bob Herndon fights eight yards during the drive that toppled Texas, 14-7, at Dallas. 


4. / Unbeaten Season No. 2 for Bud. 








K. BURRIS BOYOSTON LEAKE 


TEAM—Won Big Seven championship; Third in national poll behind Ohio State and UCLA; Outscored 
opponents an average of 30.4 to 6.2; Allowed the final seven opponents no touchdowns on the ground. 


INDIVIDUAL—Center Kurt Burris and end Max Boydston made All-American and each was named Line- 
man of the Yeor in o poll; Buddy Leake led Big Seven in scoring with nine touchdowns and 23 con- 
versions for 77 points. 





Tri-Captains 


Gene Calame 
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Gene Mears 4 ha 
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Sooner Assistants 


Gomer Jones,. Pete Elliott, Sam Lyle, 
Ray Nagel and John Shelley. 


Team Roster 


Allison, Carl E 187 McAlester Herndon, Bob HB 165 Medford 
Battles, Haydon HB 173 Lovington, N.M. Leake, Buddy HB 182 Memphis, Tenn, 
Bell, John G 181 Enid Littlejohn, Wray FB a Reno 


Bolinger, Bo G 206 Muskogee Long, Delbert HB Ponca City 
Boydston, Max E 200 Muskogee Loughrid e, Bob T 182 Poteau 
Brown, Bill FB 186 Wagoner Martin, Bob E 179 Cherokee 

Brown, Don aE 185 Kermit, Texas McDonald, Tommy HB 17] Albuquerque, N.M. 
Broyles, J. paney G 181 Wichita Falls,j/Texas Mears, Gene T 187 Seminole 

Burris, Kurt 207 Muskogee Mobra, Joe E 201 Wyandotte 

Burris, Robert FB 183 Muskogee Morris, Cecil G 224 Lawton 


Calame, Gene QB 173 Sulphur Nelson, George C 183 North Kansas City, Mo. 


Carroll, Tom HB 186 Okemah Northcutt, Ken G 198 Wichita Falls, Texas 
Cheadle, Bill T 203 Dallas, Texas O'Neal, Jay oF 169 Ada 
Cockrell, Gene G 219 Pompa, Texas O’Neal, Pat B 177 Ada 
Dornell, Bobby G 198 Sherman, Texas Pearson, Tommy E 195 Oklahoma City 
Davis, Bill G 191 Oklahoma City Pricer, Billy FB 188 Perry 


DePue, Dale HB 177 Oklahoma City Rhodes, Billy HB 183 Comanche 
Derrick, Robert HB 171 Woodward Salter, Myron HB 179 Ada 

Derrick, Wilbur E 171 Woodward Searcy, Byron T 202 Fort Worth, Texas 
Duke, Jimmy QB 16] Rush Springs Simmons, Milton G 208 El Dorado, Ark. 
Emerson, Tom a5 205 Wilson Smiley, Jim E 191 Chickasha 
Gatling, Bob OB 168 Camden, Ark. Timberlake, Bob E 188 Tulsa 

Goff, Duane E 186 Newkirk Tubbs, Jerry 198 Breckenridge, Texas 
Gray, Ed i 194 Odessa, Texas Van Dee, Robert G 199 Ada 
Greenlee, Wayne G 191 Breckenridge, Texas Wolverton, Woody Cc 197 Lawton 
Harris, Bill E 164 Ardmore Woodworth ,Calvin T 195 Minco 
Harris, Jimmy OB 164 Terrell, Texas Wyatt, Bob FB 176 Tulsa 
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The String Is Stretched—Opponents Limited to 63-point Total 
—Stars include Burris, Boydston, Allison and Calame 


Oklahoma 27, California 13 


Gritty Gene Calame, swathed in tape from hips to 
armpits to keep his two loose ribs from sounding like a 
xylophone, played 58 minutes and quarterbacked Okla- 
homa to a 27-13 verdict over California in Berkeley Sep- 
tember 18. 

Some 58,000 on-the-scene partisons, plus a national 
television audience, expected California to win on the 
passing and running of Paul Larson. The Cal quarter- 
back was on target, pitching-wise, amassing 167 yards. 
But Sooners Carl Allison, Don Brown, Bo Bolinger and 
Max Boydston stopped Larson’s rollouts, 11 carries leav- 
ing him one yard in the hole. 

The teams were still locked in a scoreless deadlock 
early in the second quarter when Buddy Leake got off 
a long punt and Boydston sped down to tackle Larson 
on the Cal 10. When the Bears booted out to the 33, 
OU scored in four plays. 

Leake lunged ahead seven and Herndon speared 13 
before slipping down on the 13. Herndon poked at right 
guard for seven, then Calame looped through the left 
side on a keeper for the touchdown. Leake’s extra point 
gave OU a 7-love bulge 1:50 into the second period. 

Herndon’s fumble was corralled by Cal left half Ted 
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QB Jim Harris uses stiff arm against Texas in this 8-yard sweep. 


Granger on the OU 39 midway of the quarter. Eight 
plays and a crucial roughing penalty advanced the ball 
to the one, from where Larson leaned into the end zone. 
But the quarterback’s boot for a tie went wide and OU's 
7-6 lead lasted the 3:55 to halftime. 

Larson got the range in the third period and, with 
Jim Hanifan and Jim Carmichael making key catches, 
passed the Bears to a first down on the Oklahoma eight. 
Cecil Morris and Bolinger stopped one play, then Kurt 
Burris halted another. When fullback Tom Kramer tried 
to circle right end with a pitchout Allison and Kurt Burris 
jarred him loose from the ball and Don Brown grabbed 
it on the eight. 


The third heat was more than half gone when 


Calame’s two sneaks netted five yards to the OU 13. 


Coming to the line for the next play, Calame saw a line- 
backer up in the line, leaving Cal’s left flank open. 
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Calame checked signals and called a running pass to 
the right. 

Leake pitched to Boydston, who rocketed 87 yards 
to the game-wrecking touchdown. Two Bears pursued 
but Larson missed connections on a dive at the Cal 30 
and Sam Williams was fooled by a Boydston zig-zag. 
Leake’s placement provided 14-6 breathing space 10:45 
into the second half. 

Late in the third round, Bear fullback Ted Granger 
was heading wide when OU’s Bob Loughridge raked the 
ball out of his hands. Gene Mears pounced on it at 
the enemy 25 and the Sooners rolled slowly but surely— 
and luckily—goalward. 

After Herndon gained two, Leake skipped five but 
got off a wild lateral. However, Bob Burris scooped it 
up and fought five more yards to the 13. Burris slammed 
eight on first down but OU still needed a yard on fourth 
down. Calame’s keeper left netted new life and Leake 
catapulted through left tackle to score from the one on 
the first play of the last quarter. When he added the 
placement it was 21-6 with 14:55 to play. 

From kickoff, Cal counterattacked 85 yards with Lar- 
son hooking up seven of nine passes for 72. The payoff 
pitch was a 16-yarder to Hanifan, Larson’s placement 
giving Cal a slight chance at 21-13 with 6:50 to go. 

The Bears couldn’t move on their next possession, 
however, and when Larson’s punt traveled only 15 yards 
to his 45, OU used most of the 3:52 remaining on a scor- 
ing foray. Key licks in a seven-play movement were 
Leake’s treks of 14 to the 23 and nine to the three, from 
where Herndon stabbed straight ahead to the touchdown. 
Leake’s kick was blocked by end Jim Kidder. 


Oklahoma 21, Texas Christian 16 


Oklahoma uncovered a new quarterbacking hero, 
sophomore Jimmy Harris stepping in when Gene Calame’s 
collar bone was broken late in the first half, as the 
Sooners scrambled from behind with two _ last-quarter 
touchdowns to topple Texas Christan, 21-16, before 50,000 
witnesses in Norman September 25. 

The Sooners fumbled 10 times and lost the ball on 
five occasions, one on the goalline. 

As the second round opened, Buddy Leake fielded 
a Ken Wineburg punt on the goal and was tackled on 
his one. The snap from center was low on an attempted 
punt out and Leake was tackled in the end zone by 
tackle Norm Hamilton for a safety 50 seconds into 
the quarter. 

An act of sportsmanship helped cost TCU a touch- 
down in the second period. Throwing from the spread, 
Ron Clinkscale tossed what appeared to be a six-point 
pass to Wineburg. But TCU’s co-captain and end, Johnny 
Crouch, informed the field judge the ball had hit the 
ground before Wineburg caught it. The head linesman 
verfied that fact. 

OU struck from long-range to take the lead 2:33 into 
the second half. Ray Taylor toed a punt 58 yards and 
Harris returned it 69 lengths for a touchdown with Don 
Brown authoring the last block. Leake’s kick made it 
7-2 for OU. 

The Horned Frogs hopped 81 yards in 10 tries with 
the kickoff, Buddy Dike driving 18 and 19 yards and half- 
back Jimmy Swink swishing 17 to the Sooner four. Swink 
lost to the five but Chuck Curtis, running from the 
spread, scooted around right end to score. Johnny 
Crouch's placement left TCU’s margin at 9-7 with 7:24 
to go in the third round. 

The Sooners struck back 56 yards to the TCU six 
but Bob Herndon had the misfortune to fumble into the 
end zone, where Hugh Pitts pounced on the ball for 
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the Frogs. 

The Fort Worths then thundered 80 yards in eight 
plays to open a 16-7 gap. Clinkscale’s spread pass to 
Swink netted 21 to OU’s 36 and the final 32 yards were 
consumed by right half Wineburg’s heave to end James 
Cooper. Crouch’s conversion gave the Frogs a nine-point 
advantage 35 seconds into the fourth quarter. 

From kickoff, OU hammered 75 yards in seven 
thrusts to get back into the running. Harris warmed 
things up with a 18-yard run, Bob Burris sashayed 11 
and 19 lengths and Bob Herndon boomed 21 to the seven. 
Leake lugged to the two and Harris slid through left 
tackle to score, Leake’s kick leaving the Sooners two 
points shy of a tie with 10:04 remaining. 

When Wineburg, banged by tackle Ed Gray, fumbled 
the ensuing kickoff and Kurt Burris covered on TCU’s 
21, Sooner hopes soared. But Bob Burris fumbled to 
Dike on the 15. 

After Bo Bolinger, Bob Burris and Kurt Burris 
stacked TCU plays, Taylor had to punt from his 13. 
His effort traveled 47 yards. Leake got a good jump when 
the Frogs were slow covering and, using blocks by Hern- 
don and Harris, scurried 50 yards to the 10 before Crouch 
collared him. On first down, Herndon butted through 
right tackle and twisted into the end zone for the winning 
touchdown. Leake made it 21-16 with six minutes to go. 

TCU wasn’t through, however. With Clinkscale 
hitting Crouch for 21 and 40 yards, the Froggies gobbled 
up 69 yards to reach the 12 with 28 seconds left. After 
Harris broke up a pass, Clinkscale tried an end sweep 
from the spread on the game’s last play. Max Boydston 
and Herndon destroyed the interference and Kurt Burris 
tackled Clinkscale short of the goal. 


Oklahoma 14, Texas 7 


Down 7-0 in the first 644 minutes, Oklahoma’s Big 
Red ripped off touchdown drives of 73 and 58 yards be- 
fore halftime and decisioned the Steers of Texas, 14-7, as 
the largest crowd in the history of the southwest, 76,204, 
watched in Dallas’ Cotton Bowl October 9. 

Texas, which had rushed 178 yards on Notre Dame 
previously, was allowed only 57 by the Sooners, who lost 
tackle Don Brown early with a broken leg. But the 
Longhorns had to move only 27 yards for their touchdown. 

Delano Womack’s eight-yard punt return carried to 
the Sooner 27. Womack’s pass to end Menan Schriewer 
worked for 21 yards to the six and on the fifth play of 
the series Brewer scored on a three-yard keeper. Buck 
Lansford’s kick made it 7-0 with 6:28 played. 
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The Sooners rebounded with a 73-yard, 15-play of- 


fensive from the ensuing kickoff. Jimmy Harris curved 
areund left end for 11 and then decided to gamble when 
faced with a fourth-and-one situation on the 36. Bob 
Herndon cruised through right tackle for 14 to midfield 
and the OUs were in high gear. 

Harris threw the first completed forward pass of his 
college career to Max Boydston for 13 yards and full- 
back Jerry Tubbs steamed 11 more. Then Leake’s seven- 
yard end run made it fourth and one on the Texas two. 
Harris’ pitchout was wild but Leake scooped it up and 
struggled to the one for a first down. Leake hit left 
tackle to score and his placement tied it up 37 seconds 
before the first period ended. 

An exchange of punts later, OU took over on its 42. 
No. 2 quarterback Pat O’Neal and end John Bell col- 
laborated on a 40-yard strike to the Steer 15, Bell run- 
ning 25. After the pass, Coach Bud Wilkinson inserted 
his rested regulars. Leake, Herndon and Harris alternated 
to the one, and Harris notched the winning touchdown 
on a keeper off left tackle. Leake’s placement capped 
scoring 8:31 before halftime. 

Jimmy Harris’ call of a successful fourth-and-one 
play on his own 36 during OUs march to the touchdown 
that lifted the Sooners into a tie in the first quarter of 
the Texas tussle was soundly applauded. But Jimmy 
didn’t think he had earned a Great Gambler award. After 
the game he said, “If the strong wind hadn’t been in our 
face, I would have punted.” 


Oklahoma 65, Kansas 0 


Big Red depth proved too much for Kansas in Law- 
rence October 18, Oklahoma starting slowly but rampag- 
ing relentlessly to a 65-0 victory while treating 25,000 
witnesses to a record 535-yard rushing show and a 91- 
yard quarterback “sneak” by Jimmy Harris. 

OU’s only touchdown in the first 24 minutes fol- 
lowed Max Boydston’s punt out of bounds on the Jay 
eight. When KU kicked out, Buddy Leake returned to 
the 20. On fourth and six, Bob Herndon took a pitchout, 
cut inside a trap block tossed by Boydston and scamp- 
ered 16 yards to score. Leake converted with the game 
4:39 old. 

A 60-yard drive finally began to weaken KU’s re- 
sistance, Bob Burris wheeling around left end to count 
from the 10 with Billy Pricer blocking him clear. Pricer’s 
placement made it 14-0 with 6:05 left in the half. 

Then came Harris’ “sneak spectacular.” With the 


Sooners pinned on their nine, Jimmy was trying to get 
some elbow room with a sneak. But he went all the way, 
running through clutching hands the first 20 yards. Leake 
missed the extra point 3:44 before intermission. 

After the kickoff, KU’s Ted Rohde tried to punt from 
his eight. OU tackle Ed Gray blocked the boot and Kurt 
Burris grabbed the ball for a touchdown 2:06 before the 
half ended. 

On the second play of round three, Herndon inter- 
cepted a Bev Buller pass and sailed 20 yards to the 
Hawk 35. Herndon contributed a 14-yard gain and then, 
from the 19, reversed inside a trap block and rambled on 
to a touchdown, Leake missed again 4:18 into the 
last half, 

One play after the kickoff, Bud Laughlin fumbled 
and OU’s Wayne Greenlee fell on the ball at KU’s 26. 
Pat O'Neal passed to end Tommy Pearson for 12 and 
then kept off right tackle for the final three yards. Pricer’s 
boot upped OU's margin to 39-0 with 7:07 remaining in 
round three. 

The Hawks continued to be cooperative in the last 
period. On play No. 1 of the quarter, Ralph Moody 
fumbled and Gene Mears recovered at midfield. Ten 
plays later, O’Neal got the touchdown from two steps 
out and Pricer converted. 

Again Kansas fumbled on its first play, Ken North- 
cutt claiming John McFarland’s mistake only six yards 
from the end zone. Right half Delbert Long tunneled 
through the right side to score. Milton Simmons’ con- 
version effort failed 10:37 from the end. 


A Jay O'Neal to Robert Derrick criss-cross on a 
punt produced a 39-yard payoff to the Jay 32 and Jay 
followed through by turning the left flank for 23 yards 
to the nine. Long grabbed a pitchout and ran left end 
for the touchdown with Bill Brown and Joe Mobra clear- 
ing the way. Simmons’ placement ran the OU lead to 
59-0 with 7:44 still to go. 

That was plenty of time for KU to fumble to OU 
for the fifth time. Bob Forsythe dropped the ball, Jay 
O’Neal covered it on the 26 and three plays later Jay 
strutted through right tackle for nine and a touchdown. 
The snap was fumbled, leaving OU’s total at 65 with 
4:50 left. 


Harris paced OU’s record-snapping rushing spree 
with a personal total of 117 yards on six treks. Long 
lugged 10 times for 87 yards, Herndon six for 60, Pat 
O’Neal eight for 46, Burris seven for 46, Tubbs eight for 
39, Jay O'Neal four for 34, Derrick six for 31, Tommy 
McDonald five for 27, Bill Brown two for 18 and Pricer 
three for 14. 


Oklahoma 21, Kansas State 0 


The touchdowns they didn’t score caused as much 
comment as the ones they did as Oklahoma’s Sooners 
cruised to a 21-0 halftime lead over Kansas State, then 
yawned along with the 48,000 paying customers through 
the final 30 minutes of an October 25 weirdie in Norman. 

On their second possession, the Sooners methodically 
covered 61 yards in 14 plays. After Bob Herndon’s nine- 
yard trek ended at the 18, the OUers had to score twice 
to make it stick. Fullback Jerry Tubbs and Herndon 
worked a run-lateral for 18 and a touchdown but a hold- 
ing penalty pushed OU out to the 31. 

Tubbs tramped through right tackle for 20 and 
Herndon explored the same hole for six more and the 
Sooners had a first down on the five. Buddy Leake 
notched the six-pointer on a three-yard romp around 
right end, then kicked the 7-0 point 9:32 after the open- 
ing whistle. 

For tally No. 2 the Normans marched 54 yards in 
10 thrusts. Leake hit Herndon for nine, Tubbs thudded 
nine more and a holding fine left the Sooners on the 
one. Leake cracked left tackle for the tally and kicked 
it up to 14-0 with 8:37 of the second round gone. 

Kurt Burris’ one-man rampage arranged the third 
OU score. Kurt pinned the Cats on their 15 with a long 
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kickoff, then bull-dogged Bernie Dudley down back on 
the seven. The Cats kicked but the punt was low. It 
struck a K-State player, Burris snared the carom and 
rumbled seven yards to the 17. Harris lost six but Tubbs 
blasted 10 and Harris added seven for new life on the six. 

Spotting a flaw in the defense on the next play, 
Harris checked signals and called the fullback counter. 
Tubbs bulled six yards into the end zone, Leake converted 
and, although no one suspected it, the scoring was over 
2:14 before intermission. 

Harris’ 121 yards on 19 carries fueled OU to a rush- 
ing edge of 315-93. Tubbs had 88 yards to show for 13 
trips, Pricer 29 for six, Herndon 25 for seven, Pat O'Neal 
22 for five, Leake 10 for seven, Bob Burris nine for two, 
Wray Littlejohn six for two and Tommy McDonald 
five for one. 


Oklahoma 13, Colorado 6 


Trailing by six points and on the verge of being 
kicked into a two-touchdown hole, Oklahoma's poised 
Sooners stopped Colorado on the 13 late in the third 
round and then struck for a pair of last-quarter touch- 
downs and a 13-6 decision over the Buffaloes before 
32,600 spectators in Boulder October 30. 

The only fumbles they lost thwarted promising Soon- 
er offensives during a scoreless opening round. First the 
visitors drove to the 31 before Jimmy Harris lost posses- 
sion. Next time around, Bob Herndon danced 19 yards 
to the CU two but fumbled. 

The Sooners, who earlier had halted a fourth-down 
try by the Buffs, had the tables turned on them in the 
second quarter. On a fourth and four shot, Pat O'Neal 
got only one and Colorado took over on OU's 44. 

Carroll Hardy swept right end for 10 and then passed 
to end Wally Merz for 11 to the 23. John “The Beast” 
Bayuk blasted five but was blasted himself by Bo Bolinger 
for a yard loss when he tried to repeat. Then Hardy 
shot a short pass over the middle to wingback Frank 
Bernardi, who eluded pursuers to score on the 19-yard 
play. Gene Mears blocked Hardy's placekick 6:35 before 
the half. 

With Harris hurt, just-off-the-injured-list Gene 
Calame replaced Pat O’Neal and steered the Sooners 76 
yards to the one, but time expired. 

The third-period drama was provided by the Buffs’ 
almost getting the touchdown that could have toppled 
the Sooners. After moving 67 yards, Colorado had a 
first down on OU's 15. But Calame turned in two bril- 
liant defensive plays and Boydston another and OU took 
over on its 13. 

The Sooner alternate-teamers, directed by Pat O'Neal, 
had crunched from the OU 13 to Colorado’s 26 by the time 
the third quarter ended. Coach Bud Wilkinson inserted 
his rested starters and Buddy Leake cleated around right 
end for five yards and a first down. 

Jerry Tubbs punched the middle for nine, Herndon 
got two around the left side and it was another first down 
on the 10. Leake took a pitchout, heading to his right 
and loped all the way, then tapped through the place- 
ment that vaulted OU ahead, 7-6, with 13:14 left to play. 

After a Leake interception and Max Boydston’s 59- 
yard quick kick left Colorado on its 15, the Buffs’ punt 
out was returned to the Sooner 48 by Tommy McDonald. 

The 52 yards were collected in six tries, key play 
being a double reverse on which Bob Burris careened 39 
yards to the one. Pat O'Neal sneaked across. Billy 
Pricer missed the placekick which would have put OU 
out of reach but Colorado didn’t threaten seriously in the 
final 4:06 of action. 


Oklahoma 40, lowa State 0 


Iowa State fell victim to Oklahoma’s best-balanced 
showing of the season in Ames November 6, the Sooners 
gaining 265 yards on the ground, 151 in the air, 48 on 
three interceptions and 90 on punt returns in scuttling 
the Cyclones, 40-0, before 10,000 witnesses. 

For the first time all year, OU took the opening 
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kickoff in to score. swirling 64 yards in nine plays. On 
the way, Gene Calame passed to Buddy Leake for eight 
and Leake hit Boh Herndon for 14 more. Jerry Tubbs 
contributed an eight-yard blast. then sliced off left tackle 
for 26 to the three. Herndon added one and Leake hit 
left tackle for the touchdown. Buddy added the 7-0 point 
after only 4:13 had elapsed. 


On OU's 62-yard movement to touchdown No. 2. 
Herndon snared a Leake aerial for 20 to the 38 and legged 
it around left end for 15 more to the 15. The Sooners 
reached the one as Tubbs trudged four, Herndon six and 
Leake four but an offside assessment shoved them back 
to the six. Herndon failed to gain but then took a six- 
yard scoring toss from Leake, who tapped through the 
14-0 placement 3:31 into the second round. 

OU's second unit set up the third score. As a starter, 
quarterback Pat O'Neal plunged five and then lateralled 
to Billy Pricer, who stepped 14 more to the State 37. 
O'Neal dropped six trying to pass but broke off right 
tackle for 21 to the Cyclone 22. 

When State was slapped with an offside penalty, 
OU's starters returned. Leake flipped a 12-yard aerial 
to Herndon on the five, from where Herndon got the 
score with a trek around left end with Tubbs’ block 
springing him, Leake missed 1:52 before break time. 
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end for three vards and the touchdown as Littlejohn 
threw the path-clearing block. Harris goaled 3:15 from 
the end. 

Leading ground gainer in OU's charge to a 265-69 
rushing edge was Tubbs with a net of 48 on five carries. 
Calame had 47 on nine, Herndon 41 on eight, Pricer 35 
on four, Pat O'Neal 28 on three, Harris 26 on seven, 
Leake 16 on five. McDonald nine on three, Burris eight 
on two and Robert Derrick seven on one. 


Oklahoma 34, Missouri 13 


A fiendishly efficient Oklahoma line, led by guard 
Cecil Morris, crushed Missouri's Orange Bowl ambitions. 
34-13, before 57.000 fans in Norman November 13. 

The Tigers. who had hoped to pinch-hit for ineligible- 
to-return Oklahoma in Miami, netted only seven yards 
rushing. They totalled 184 passing but were behind, 27-0, 
before scoring as OU zoomed 355 vards on the ground 
and mixed in 67 aerial vards. 

After spinning to the Tiger eight and fumbling and 
advancing to the five before losing possession, the Sooners 
finally cashed a short Bengal punt lor their first touch- 
down. From the 28, Pat O'Neal passed to Buddy Leake 
for half the distance, then tossed to Bob Herndon for 
the rest. Leake converted with only 68 seconds left in 
the first half. 





Buddy Leake (22) goes for the downs agains! Nebraska and later against Oklchoma A&M at Stillwater 


On the initial play of the third heat, Calame inter 
cepted quarterback John Breckenridge’s pass on the lowa 
State 48 and skillfully used blocks by ‘Tubbs and Kurt 
Burris on a 52-length touchdown trip. ‘The second half 
was only one minute old when Leake’s placekick made 
it 27-0. 

Calame ran a punt back to midfield and then passed 
13 vards to Max Boydston to launch OU's next-to-last 
touchdown sortie. Calame followed through with a 20 
vard sprint through left tackle, then veered around the 
left side for six more after failing to spot a pass receiver. 

Tubbs churned seven and Herndon hustled three to 
set up Leake’s one-yard dive into the end zone. Buddy's 
boot struck the left upright and was no good, leaving the 
score at 33-love five minutes into the final stanza. 

Wray Littlejohn’s interception triggered a 78-yard 
drive to the final tally. Tommy McDonald fired a run- 
ning pass to Bob Burris, who cut to his left, ran through 
two challengers at the 50 and eluded another at the 35 
on his way to a 62-yard gain to the 11, 

Burris and McDonald nudged three yards apiece and 
Jimmy Harris added one. It was fourth and three when 
MeDonald fielded a pitchout and hurtled around right 
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Twenty-five seconds later, the OU lead hit 14-0. 
Jerry Tubbs stomped down under the kickoff and splat- 
tered Bengal Bill Rice, who fumbled to Bo Bolinger on 
the 16. O’Neal passed to the 10, where Billy Pricer made 
the grab and frolicked into the end zone. Leake kicked 
the extra point. 

The Sooners went all the way with the second half 
kickoff, the 59-length offensive consuming 10 plays. Leake 
squirted 19 and 12 and Herndon matched the latter gain 
hefore Leake prohed left tackle for two and the touch- 
down. End Jack Hurley blocked Leake’s kick 4:14 into 
the third heat. 

Tommy McDonald dashed back 35 yards to the 
Mizzou 40 to arrange the 27-0 tally. Jimmy Harris to- 
talled 13 vards on two carries, Bob Burris bashed 16 and 
Billy Pricer charged nine before the No, 1 unit took over 
on the two as the fourth quarter began. Calame leaped 
into the end zone from the one and Leake converted 35 
seconds into the last stanza. 


On the first play after the kickoff, Vic Eaton and 
Jerry Schoonmaker made a pass click for 67 yards and 
a touchdown. Gene Roll flubbed the extra point, leav- 
ing OU's lead at 27-6. 


It's probable Charles Burnham Wilkinson would have been a big success in any fteld of endeavor he 
entered. Ile was in the brokerage office of his late father in Minneapolis when dim Tatum talked him into 
coming to Oklahoma to renew a coaching partnership started at Iowa Pre-Flight during World War II. 

A spell-binding public speaker, and a charmer without peer in personal contacts, he has been wooed by 
numerous firms who wanted to put his obvious talents to work in public relations work. And top-flight poli- 
ticians in Oklahoma have nightmares about what might happen if he chose to run for office. 

But Bud Wilkinson is doting what he wants to do—coaching college football plavers. For the last few of 
his 13 autumns at the University of Oklahoma, rumors have flown that he was about to retire, But Wilkin- 
son says he'll continue to coach as long as he’s willing to put out as much ttme and work as he requires 
of his players. Wilkinson has never regretted his decision to join Tatum at OU, Certainly Sooner fans 
haven't. Tatum, a master recruiter, assembled the raw material from which the great Oklahoma football 
machine was assembled. When Tatum departed for Marvland in 1947, Wilkinson stepped into the driver's 
seal, smoothed off the rough edges with his genius for organizalional work and built solidly for the future. 
Bud's teams have won 121 games while losing only 13 and tying two for a .903 percentage. Included are 
six victories in seven bowl contests. In the Big Eight Conference, Wilkinson hadn't dropped a _ decision 
unttl Nebraska broke the streak at 75 in 1959. Bud's record tn the loop ts now 74-1-2. 

Wilkinson ts proud of the fact 89.6 percent of his footballers have graduated and that, as athletic director, 
he has helped build a fine all-around sports program at OU. During the 1950-451 year, Oklahoma won na- 
tional championships tn football, baseball and wrestling. In 1959, Tommy Evans’ wrestlers won the national 
championship and Bill Carroll’s track and field forces broke Kansas’ eighl-year grip on the Big Eight 
indoor title. Basketball and swimming are improving under direction of Dovle Parrack and Matt Mann. The 
baseballers of Jack Baer, golfers of Bob James and tennis players of Don Walraven are consistently among 
the Big Eight’s best. 

Wilkinson, now 43, teent to prep school at Shattuck Military Academy in Faribault, Minn., and then 
attended the University of Minnesota, where he was an outstanding performer in football, golf and hockey. 
Bud played guard on Gopher grid leams in 1934 and 1935 but the following year coach Bernie Bierman 
shifted him to blocking back in the single wing. He called signals as the Gophers won the national champion- 
ship, which they also had done when he was a sophomore. In the summer of 1937, Wilkinson quarterbacked 
the College All-Stars to a victory over the Green Packers, jirst time in history the collegians had conquered 
the pro champs in the annual clash in Chicago. 

Bud was captain of the Minnesota golf team and played goalie on the hockey club. He received a bachelor 
of arts degree from Minnesota and later graduated from Syracuse with a master of arts certificate, majoring 
in English. When World War II broke out, he enlisted in the Navy and became a hangar deck officer on 
the aircraft carrier Enterprise, seeing action in the battles of Iwo Jima, Tokyo, Kiushiu and Okinawa. 

Wilkinson served his coaching apprenticeship at Syracuse, Minnesota, lowa Pre-Flight and Oklahoma. 

Bud and his wife, Mary, have two sons, Pat 20, and Jay, 18. He is an Episcopalian and a member of 
the vestry board at St. John's Church in Norman. He belongs to Rotary International, is @ member of the 
National Rules Committee and the National Football Coaches Association Board of Trustees. In 1958, he was 
president of the Nalional Football Coaches Association. 


Thinking of Bud Wilkinson without Gomer Jones is akin to thinking 
of a hot dog without the weiner, cabbage without corned beef or a Big 
Eight Conference champion-crowning ceremony without Oklahoma. 

Through 13 autumns, Jones has served as Wilkinson’s right-hand man 
during strategy-mapping meetings and practice sessions. And on 137 
pressurized Saturdays. Gomer has roamed the sidelines of the football 
world at Bud's side. A man of few words but possessor of a keen mind 
and dry wit, Jones complements Wilkinson perfectly. When they dis- 
agree on sone point of strategy. the eventual compromise usually turns out 
to be just what the doctor ordered. 

There has been an amazing parallel in the careers of Jones and Wil- 
kinson. While Wilkinson was plaving guard and blocking back for Min- 
nesota from 1934 through ‘36, Jones was the center on Francis Schmidt’s 
Ohio State outfits. Both made All-America but their teams did not meet. 
Both served in the Navy. Jones enlisting in 1943 and playing 214 seasons 
with St. Mary's Pre-Flight. Like Bud. Gomer got coaching experience 
at several places. After a year of pro ball with the Cleveland Rams, 
Jones was freshman coach at John Carroll University and assistant line 
coach at Ohio State from 1938 to 1940. Gomer's 1941 Martin's Ferry, 
Ohio, High School club was all-victorious and he was named Ohio Coach 
of the Year. After leaving the Navy, Jones served as aide to Bernie Mas- 
terson at Nebraska in 1946, then joined Wilkinson at Oklahoma. 

Several colleges and universities have offered head coaching jobs to 
Jones but he has spurned them to remain with Wilkinson and OU. To 
queries about why he declined such posts. Jones quips, “I've already 
got an ulcer: why do I need to be a head coach?” Jones probably is the 
best-paid assistant coach in college football but most observers say he 
isn't getting half as much as he's worth. Certainly, Wilkinson is only 
half joking when he remarks, “If Gomer ever left, I'd have to quit.” 
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When Eaton tried a short toss shortly afterward, 
OU guard Cecil Morris turned in a shoestring intercep- 
tion on the Mizzou 31. Tubbs chugged five, Herndon 
spun 10 and then Tubbs bulldozed eight to the eight. 
Herndon notched the touchdown from the two, skirting 
left end. Leake converted for a 34-6 edge. 

After a penalty nullified Pat O’Neal’s touchdown 
toss to Bob Burris, Missouri traveled the air route to its 
second score. Along the way, six passes were com- 
pleted with the payoff coming on an 1l-yarder from Tony 
Scardino to Musgrave. Jack Fox added the final point 
of the game with 46 seconds left. 


Oklahoma 55, Nebraska 7 


A Nebraska back’s boo-boo on a fair catch in the 
second quarter unleashed an avalanche of Oklahoma points 
as the Sooners retained the Big Seven championship by 
annihilating the Huskers, 55-7, before 56,000 celebrants 
in Norman November 20. 

Nebraska, which went to the Orange Bowl as the 
league’s No, 2 team, had a 7-7 tie working when halfback 
Don Comstock signalled for a free catch of a punt. He 
misplaved the ball and when it slithered between his 
legs, Buddy Leake covered for OU and the boom was on. 

Leake’s interception arranged OU’s first tally, too, 
Buddy stealing Willie Greenlaw’s pass on the Husker 48. 
Leake solved a fourth and two problem at the 40 by 
darting five yards. Later in the 1l-play foray, Gene 
Calame tossed to Leake for 15 to the five, then Buddy 
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Tommy McDonald is a victim of shoestring tackle in the Colorado game. 


bullseyed end Max Boydston for four and the touchdown. 
Leake also added the point with 7:04 gone. 

An exchange of fumbles found Nebraska perched on 
OU’s 20 and quarterback Don Erway tossed an all-the- 
way one-play pass to end Jim McWilliams. Halfback 
Bob Smith tied the 7-7 knot from placement 1:45 before 
the first round expired. 

The tie lasted through more than half the second 
period. Then Comstock misplayed the punt, Leake re- 
covered and the slaughter began. OU’s alternates came in 
and Pat O’Neal pitched to Tommy McDonald for 21 
yards and the flood-loosing touchdown. O'Neal con- 
verted with 9:52 gone. 

Calame guided the Sooners 94 yards in only six plays 
just before the half. The little quarterback carried four 
times to get the ball out to the 29, then passed to 
Boydston to trigger a 52-yard gain to the enemy 19. 
Forty-three seconds remained but it took Leake only 
eight of them to speed around right end for 19 yards 
and the touchdown, Boydston clearing the way. Leake’s 
boot posted the 21-7 halftime score. 

The Wilkinsons picked up where they left off by 
slashing 74 yards to paydirt with the second half kickoff. 
Along the way, Calame capered 20 and Herndon 28 to 
set the scenery for the latter’s three-yard plunge for 
points. The third round was 3:46 old when Leake goaled. 
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After ruining an 81-yard foray to the 10 by fumbling, 
the Big Red roared 56-in-6 with Jimmy Harris gaining 
13, Bob Herndon 19 and Wray Littlejohn 21. Burris 
bucked the final yard, Harris converted and it was 35-7 
with the third quarter 1:44 from completion. 

The 66-yard surge to touchdown No. 6 required only 
five plays, the big one being Leake’s pass to Herndon 
for 35 to the 25. Calame tossed to Boydston for 16 and 
Tubbs crashed the last nine to score. Leake’s kick was 
wide 3:10 into the final quarter. 

After Joe Mobra blocked a punt on Nebraska’s 40, the 
third Sooner unit entered the fray. Littlejohn fullbacked 
17 but Delbert Long lost a 13-yard run to a penalty. Pat 
O'Neal, unable to pass, raced 30 yards to the three and 
Robert Derrick clawed across. Milt Simmon’s placement 
was good 7:05 from the end. 

In came the fourths, who jabbed 63 yards to score 
with the brothers O’Neal doing the quarterbacking honors. 
Pat pitched 19 yards to Long to spark the offensive and 
Jay’s flip to fullback Bob Wyatt accounted for the last 
19. Tom Carroll converted with only 44 seconds to go. 


Oklahoma 14, Oklahoma A&M 0O 


Underdog Oklahoma A&M battled Oklahoma on even 
terms most of the way through a November 27 struggle 
in Stillwater but the Sooners crammed two touchdowns 
into the second quarter to claim a 14-0 decision in a 
season-closing set-to staged for an audience of 38,000. 

The Sooners, trying hard to wrap up an all-victorious 
record, rolled to the Aggie 20 and one in the first quar- 
ter. But Lutes intercepted Buddy Leake’s pass to cool the 
first threat and someone stole the ball from Tommy 
McDonald to nix the second. 

Leake’s 1l-yard punt return finally started OU on 
an all-the-way offensive. During the 60-length surge, 
Leake contributed bursts of 17 and 12, the latter carry- 
ing to the three. Gene Calame spurted over from a yard 
out and Leake’s placekick made it 7-0 with 9:24 to go 
in the first half. 

Stopped after the kickoff, the Aggies punted to 
OU’s 26. Seven minutes remained as the Sooners started 
a stuttering march. Calame kept for 10 and Leake hit 
Carl Allison for 18 to get things off to a rousing start. 
But then a holding penalty made it first and 22. 

Bob Herndon struck for nine and Leake ran right 
end for eight. The alternates took over and Pat O'Neal 
turned two keepers into a first down on the Cowboy 29. 
But when a wild pitchout set the Sooners back to the 37, 
the starters returned with 2:35 remaining to play. 

Calame faked a pass and pranced around the left 
flank for 17 to the 20, then Leake and Herndon added 
six apiece. Two Calame efforts carried to the three, 
Leake hurtled ahead two and then Calame collected the 
last yard at left tackle 11 seconds before the halftime 
signal. Leake converted. 

It was all A&M in the stretch quarter, the Pokes 
launching 25 plays to OU’s nine. The Aggies ground out 
four first downs on a drive to the Sooner 14 but on a 
fourth down play, Carl Allison tossed Tom Pontius for 
a four-length loss. 

Leake and A&M’s Earl Lunsford had identical 66- 
yard totals, Buddy on 11 rushes and the Poke fullback 
on 17. Calame collected 54 on 18, Herndon 39 on eight, 
Jerry Tubbs 38 on seven, Jimmy Harris 31 on four, 
Robert Derrick 13 on two, Billy Pricer 138 on two, Wray 
Littlejohn eight on two and Delbert Long 10 on four. 

In addition to their 274-173 rushing advantage, the 
Sooners led in passing by a 53-13 margin. Leake con- 
nected on two of three for 36 and Boydston one of one 
for 17. 

Bud Wilkinson’s comment on the 1954 campaign: 
“If anybody had told us before the season began that we 
would go through all-victorious, I'd have thought they 
were crazy. But our 1954 team had a world of fight 
and was always able to show a little more of it than the 
other team when the going became tough and the chips 
were down. That’s the mark of a champion.” 
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Tommy McDonald cuts back during a 43-yard touchdown trek that helped OU decision Pittsburgh, 26-14. 
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Scoreboard Big Red Accomplishments 
Oklahoma 13 North Carolina 6 
Oklahoma 26 Pittsburgh 14 
Oklahoma 20 Texas 0 
Oklahoma 44 Kansas 6 
Oklahoma 56 Colorado 21 
Oklahoma 40 Kansas State 7 BOLINGER MeDONALO 
Oklahoma 20 Missouri 0 
Oklahoma 52 lowa State 0 
Oklahoma 41 Nebraska 0 
Oklahoma 53 Oklahoma A&M O TEAM—Won national championship; Won Orange Bowl Trophy by defeating Maryland, 20-6; Won 
Orange Bowl Big Seven championship; Extended winning streak to national record 30 gomes; Led nation in rushing 
Oklahoma 20 Maryland 6 with average of 328.9 yards per game; Outscored foes an average of 38.5 to 6, 
385 11-0-0 60 INDIVIDUAL—Bo Bolinger and Tommy McDonald made All-America. 
r . . 
Tri-Captains Team Roster 
Bo Bolinger } Ballard, Hugh £190 Memphis, Tenn. Long, Delbert € (180 Ponca City 
Muskogee Bell, John E 189 Enid Loop, David G 205 Tulsa 
Bell, Robert E 183 Seminole Loughridae, Bob T 187 Poteau 
Cecil Morris Bolinger, Bo G 208 Muskogee Martin, Bob is 188 Cherokee 
Lawton Bonney, Henry t 207 Yazoo tity, Mich. McDonald, Tommy HB 169 Albuqueraue, N.M. 
Bowman, Chuck C 190 Ponca City McPhail, Gerald FB 183 Oklahoma City 
Bob Loughrid Brown, Bill FB 200 Wagoner Merkt, Frank HP 180 Laredo, Texas 
oughricge Broyles, J. Henry G 189 Wichita Falls, Texas Mobra, Joe E 213 Wyandotte 
Poteau Sak aol se bay op, Muskoage Morris, Cecil G 230 Lawton 
— ornell, Bo erman, Texas - 
DePue, Dale HB 182 Oklohoma City Noris Bennit Bee Cit 
Derrick, Robert HB 182 Woodward \Niortheutt, Ken € 200 Wichita Falls Texés 
Derrick, Wilbur HB 179 Woodward ; j f 
' Dodd, Cor! M6 rs wh ae, fon 2 ag soak Worl Texas 
: ; Emerson, Tom T Wilson ; ’ 
~— —_ Fronterhouse, Jerry C 176 Oklahoma City Parry, Ed T 216 Ardmore ; 
Gofford, Jim G 180 Lubbock, Texas Pearson, Tommy f 195 Oklahoma City 
fhe Goff, Duane E 185 Newkirk Pricer, Billy FB 198 Perry 
— di Gray, Ed T 203 Odessa, Texos Searcy, Byron T 194 Fort Worth, Texas 
— Greenlee, Wayne G 196 Breckenridge, Texas Sherrod, Dale H6 176 Odessa, Texas 
. Hallum, Kenneth G 202 Seminole Stiller, Con E 199 Shawnee 
Harris, Bill E 167 Ardmore Sturm, Bill QB 164 Muskogee 
Ss A ‘ t t trrale foe wa" vane es eee Texas LS hs Reiger, OF ig ee edged City, Basie 
UStants eard, Jim evelan homas, Clendon ahoma City 
ooner S508 Hood, Fred E 202 Denver, Colo. Timberlake, Bob E 190 Tulsa 
G Jennings, Doyle G 217 Lawton Tubbs, Jerry Cc 202 Breckenridge, Texas 
. omer Jones, Pete Elliott, Sam Lyle and Krisher, Bill G 209 Midwest City West, Barry ' G 185 Ada 
e oungiing. add, Benton ahoma City oodwort alvin inco 
Ted Youngling Ladd, B T 208 Oklah ‘cit Wood h, Calvi T 195 Mi 
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2nd National Crown — Oranges With Terrapin Stew — Fast 
Break—Five Opponents Blanked, Defensive Average 6 points 


Oklahoma 13, North Carolina 6 


Oklahoma's fumble-plagued Sooners clung to their 
poise after giving North Carolina a gift-wrapped touch- 
down in the first quarter and managed to quit their 
erring ways long enough to punch across two last-half 
touchdowns for a 13-6 victory over the Tar Heels before 
35,000 fans in Chapel Hill September 24. 

Playing their 1955 opener in 80-degree heat and 
humidity that ranged up to 95 per cent the Sooners al- 
lowed the Tar Heels across midfield only once under 
their own power. But the Wilkinsons fumbled seven 
times and lost three, including one that North Carolina 
cashed for its touchdown. 

A clipping penalty had pinned the Sooners on their 
two. On first down, the center snap was botched up and 
the ball squirted under Jimmy Harris’ hands into the 
end zone. Tar Heel tackle John Bilich hopped on it 
for a 6-0 lead 5:21 into the game. Ken Keller's place- 
kick was off to the left. 

Twenty-five minutes of frustration followed for the 
Sooners. First they pounded to the three but Bob Bur- 
ris fumbled into the end zone for a touchback. Next 
Clendon Thomas tripped on a fourth and two play at 
the 14 and made only one. 

Then, a 76-yard foray fell one yard short when 
Tommy McDonald, on fourth down from the eight, got 
seven but was unsuccessful when he dived at the end 
zone flag. 

The Sooners regrouped after intermission and, on 
their first possession, slashed 74 yards in nine plays to 
go ahead. After Harris traipsed 12 and Burris 15, an 
illegal receiver downfield fine made it second and 25. 
Burris gained just that on a halfback trap play, wheeling 
to the Tar Heel 34. 

McDonald flitted five and Billy Pricer six, 
McDonald's pitch to end John Bell clicked for 15 
to the eight. Burris headed left with a pitchout, got a 
block from Pricer and pranced into the end zone to tie 
it up. Harris slapped home the 7-6 point 6:09 into the 
last half. 

The pin-point punting of Pricer and Thomas backed 
Carolina deep and when Ed Gray and Bill Krisher hung 
losses on enemy backs, the Tars had to boot from their 
seven. Harris made a fair catch on the NC 39 and on 
first down McDonald catapulted around right end to 
the 11. 

Burris probed right tackle for five, then hit the same 
spot for four more. But Harris was zeroed on a sneak 
so on fourth down it was McDonald charging right again 
and swishing into the end zone. Harris missed the kick 
but the Sooners had no trouble riding out the final 544 
minutes. 

The Sooners notched 26 first downs to Carolina’s five 
and led in rushing, 403-134, and passing, 80-11. Harris 
set the rushing pace with 117 yards on 18 treks while 
Burris totalled 104 on 19 and McDonald 80 on 15, Pricer 
added 35 on eight, Thomas 31 on four, Carl Dodd 15 on 
six, Dennit Morris 16 on two and Jay O'Neal five on five. 


Oklahoma 26, Pittsburgh 14 


Oklahoma’s Sooners watched Pitt whittle a 19-point 
halftime lead down to five points in the fourth round, 
but regrouped behind Tommy McDonald to win going 
away, 26-14, before a first-home-game crowd of 58,000 in 
Norman October 1. 

First time they had the pill, the Sooners slammed 
77 yards to score. Eight plays were needed to cover the 
first 22 yards but McDonald accounted for the last 55 
in two strikes. He passed to Bob Burris for 12, then 


then 
yards 


72 


reversed inside Bo Bolinger’s block and burst off right 
tackle for 43 yards with Don Stiller and Cal Woodworth 
helping downfield. Jimmy Harris converted with 6:16 
elapsed. 

Stiller turned in two interceptions, half of OU’s 
total, to keep Pitt at a distance throughout the first 
half. The first time, he ran back 18 yards to OU’s 48 
and the Sooners scored from there in eight plays. 

McDonald sprinted 23 to the 20 and pass interference 
advanced OU to the 10. Burris carried on three of the 
next four plays and scored from the one on the first 
play of the second quarter. Ralph Jelic blocked Harris’ 
placement but OU led. 13-0, only two seconds into the 
second period. 

After a penalty stopped a drive which had penetrated 
to the seven on McDonald's 26-yard aerial to end John 
Bell, OU's alternates took over and traveled 56 yards 
for the third touchdown. From the 31, Clendon Thomas 
reversed through right tackle and stepped all the way 
with help from blocks by Wayne Greenlee, Delbert Long 
and Bob Loughridge. Carl Dodd had two chances at 
the extra point but missed both. 

Stiller’s second interception halted Pitt on the 20 
just before intermission but in the third heat the 
Panthers prowled 71 yards in nine plays to launch their 
rally. Bucks of 14 and seven by fullback Tom Jenkins 
were wrapped around an illegal use of the hands fine and 
when Corny Salvaterra kept for five, Pitt had a first 
down on the 15. 

Billy Pricer and Bo Bolinger lassoed Corky Cost for 
a minus-three but on third down Salvaterra reached into 
his bag of tricks. He sped toward the right sideline, then 
suddenly applied the brakes and heaved diagonally back 
across field to end Joe Walton, who was roaming free 
beyond the reach of OU's outmaneuvered backfielders. 
Halfback Ambrose Bagameri’s placekick made it 19-7 
with 11:40 of the third round used up. 

On the third play of the fourth quarter, Harris 
fumbled and Pitt end Fred Glatz staked a claim on the 
OU 44. Salvaterra, about to be tackled, lateralled to Cost 
for a 16-yard pickup. Then the q-back passed to end 
Bob Rosborough for 12, to Cost for seven and nine and 
end John Paluck for eight. That put it on the one and 
two plays later Cost smacked over. Bagameri’s boot 
reduced OU’s advantage to five points 10:44 from the end. 

After the exchange of boots, McDonald returned 24 
yards to the Sooner 33. The OUers rolled all the way 
with Pricer trips of eight and 11 leading the sweep to 
the enemy 33. After Burris made four, McDonald fielded 
Harris’ lateral and loped 21 yards to the eight. Tommy 
streaked through the left side to score on the next down, 
Harris converted and it was wrapped up 1:12 before 
the gun. 

McDonald's 11 carries produced 124 yards as the 
Sooners outrushed Pitt, 357-149. Pricer carried nine 
times for 62 yards, Thomas five for 52, Harris a dozen 
for 46, Burris 10 for 38, Dodd four for 13, Dennit Morris 
three for 13 and Jay O'Neal one for three. 


Oklahoma 20, Texas 0 


Billy Pricer and Clendon Thomas quick-kicked Texas 
dizzy and Jerry Tubbs intercepted three passes as Okla- 
homa hammered out a 20-0 victory in front of 75,504 
fans in Dallas October 8 to run its mastery of the 
Longhorns to four straight victories and seven in the 
last eight years. 

Tubbs’ first theft, one of five turned in by the 
Sooners against the pass-happy Steers, put OU in busi- 
ness at the UT 33. Pricer and Tommy McDonald made 
a first down on the 23 but a short penalty set up a 
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second and 15 situation on the 28. 

The next play began like the Sooners’ old reliable 
halfback trap play. But after faking the short pitch to 
the crouched halfback, quarterback Jimmy Harris lat- 
eralled to McDonald who was careening to the right. 
The maneuver didn’t fool many folks but McDonald ran 
through or around all would-be tacklers to score. A high 
snap from center delayed Harris’ placekick and end Ed 
Kelley blocked it, leaving OU’s advantage at 6-0 with 
3:42 gone. 

Before the first round ended, the Sooner alternates 
scrambled 70 yards to the 18, big gainer being a 21-yard 
toss from Carl Dodd to Clendon Thomas. But the 
drive fizzled. 

Thomas’ interception and 10-yard runback stationed 
OU 44 yards from the end zone five minutes before half- 
time. Jay O'Neal passed to end Hugh Ballard for 10 
and Dennit Morris churned 11 before the alternates 
turned it over to the first unit on the Longhorn nine. 

Texas’ All-America tackle, Herb Gray, powered in 
to pin a seven-yard loss on McDonald and the Steers took 
over with 2:08 to go in the half. 

Charley Brewer, regular 1954 quarterback who had 
given way to sophomore passer Joe Clements, was in- 
serted with the Steers operating in the shadow of their 
own goal. But instead of being content to settle for a 
6-0 halftime deficit, Brewer gambled on a pass. 

Brewer threw into the left flat, where McDonald in- 
tercepted on the dead run and chugged 28 yards to the 
seven. On the first play, McDonald reversed through 
the right side for the touchdown as Bo Bolinger blocked 
the end and Don Stiller erased a halfback. Harris’ place- 
ment made it 13-0 with 1:58 to go to intermission. 

In the third stanza, the Sooners blunted a Texas of- 
fensive at the 28 and counterattacked 72 yards for their 
final tally. The offensive almost didn’t get off the ground, 
OU fumbling the ball away on the first play. But Texas 
had been offside. 

Given new life, the Sooners sent Harris on journeys 
of 17 and nine as they punched to the Steer 37. Mce- 
Donald pitched to end John Bell for eight, then Harris 
rolled to his left and lateralled to Pricer for a pickup of 
21 to the seven. 

McDonald plunged to the three, another offside 
assessment put the ball on the one and Burris bludgeoned 
right tackle for the touchdown. Harris converted for the 
20-love lead 13:06 into the third heat. 

Main contributors to OU’s 214-67 rushing bulge were 
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Guard Ken Northcutt leads his teammates onto the grid 


McDonald, with 42 yards on nine carries, Thomas with 
38 on eight, Harris with 33 on 12, Morris with 29 on four, 
Pricer with 28 on five and Burris with 20 on eight. 


Oklahoma 44, Kansas 6 


Chuck Mather’s keyed-up Kansas club shocked Okla- 
homa by blaring 71 yards to score with the opening kick- 
off but the Sooners hogged all the point-production after 
that and jarred the Jays, 44-6, before 42,000 customers 
in Norman October 15. 

The Sooners committed seven fumbles in the first 
half, losing three of them, but feeble-fingeredness had 
nothing to do with Kansas’ score. The Hawks used only 
eight plays in grabbing a 6-0 lead, left half Ralph Moody 
contributing a 21-yard run that carried to OU’s 14. Full- 
back Dick Reich rammed the last seven yards but Tommy 
McDonald blocked John Handley’s placekick. 

Down a touchdown after less than 4144 minutes of 
play, the Sooners boomed back to tie it up with an eight- 
play, 67-yard sortie. Jimmy Harris gambled on a fourth 
down at the OU 42 and made it by inches, after which 
McDonald’s pass to John Bell carried 33 yards to the 12. 

Bob Burris thudded three and McDonald skipped 
around right end for the touchdown with Billy Pricer 
erasing the key defender. End Paul Smith blocked 
Harris’ kick to preserve the 6-all deadlock 7:24 into the 
first quarter. 

A 50-yard offensive by the alternate unit lifted OU 
out front to stay, Clendon Thomas storming straight 
ahead for five and then tearing around right end for 20 
more. Carl Dodd carted a pitchout around the left flank 
to score from the four but missed the extra point after 
12:09 of play. 

Fumbles by McDonald and Dodd halted drives that 
reached the KU one and 23 before OU finally thundered 
to touchdown No. 3. Guard Bill Krisher covered Bev 
Buller’s fumble on the Jay 40 and Bud Wilkinson sent in 
the starters. 

Pricer plowed 14 and three, Bob Burris dug 15 to the 
eight and Harris handled the remaining distance on 
keeps of seven and one, Harris missed the placekick, 
leaving it 18-6 for OU 4:39 before intermission. 

Two touchdowns in a space of 64 seconds early in 
the third stanza erased any doubts the Hawks might have 
had about the outcome. Set up in business at the KU 
46 by Moody’s eight-yard punt, the Sooners scored in 
one try. Harris faked to right half Burris and shoveled 
back to McDonald, who used Pricer’s block to break free 














Halfback Clendon Thomas runs into trouble against Colorado, but the Sooners prevailed, 56-21. 


and outran two defenders on a 46-yard jaunt to the goal. 
Harris converted to make it 25-6 with 2:26 gone. 

With the alternates on-field, Dennit Morris inter- 
cepted a pass thrown by Baker and bow-legged 19 yards 
to the end zone. Carl Dodd missed the placekick but it 
was 31-6 only 314 minutes into the second half. 

Morris came up with another interception, this one 
off Wally Strauch, to leave the Sooners 46 yards from 
paydirt. Jay O’Neal’s pass to end Bob Timberlake worked 
for 16, after which Thomas tunneled four and O’Neal 11. 
Thomas took over at the 15, passing to Dodd on the three 
and scoring from there on a handoff. Dodd missed goal. 

After the fourth unit held KU deep, forcing a punt, 
the No. 3 team took over and moved 56 yards in six 
thrusts to close scoring. The touchdown came on a 36- 
yard pass play, quarterback Bill Sturm tossing half that 
distance to halfback Robert Derrick, who got a downfield 
block from end Fred Hood on his way to the promised 
land. Sturm added the 44th point 10:37 from the final gun. 


Oklahoma 56, Colorado 21 


Oklahoma’s proud 23-game winning string was se- 
verely frazzled after Colorado jumped into a 14-0 lead 
in the initial 20 minutes, but the Sooners stomped back 
savagely to flog the Buffs, 56-21, in a wild scoring match 
performed for 59,000 customers in Norman October 22. 

Carl Dodd’s key stop helped blunt a first-period 
Colorado drive that had netted a first down on the five 
but late in the quarter Tommy McDonald, retreating 
in an attempt to find running room on a punt return, 
was tackled one foot from the goal. 

Jimmy Harris fumbled to Buff tackle Sam Salerno 
on the five and John “The Beast” Bayuk barged across 
in two tries. Homer Jenkins’ placekick made it 7-0 only 
28 seconds into the second stanza. 

Moments later OU’s Jay O'Neal was hit as he pitched 
out, the ball fell free and end Lamar Meyer collared 
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it on the Sooner 30. Jenkins passed to Meyer for 15, 
then alternated with Emerson Wilson and Dick Harkins 
on bolts to the two. Wilson full-bucked across from 
there, Jenkins goaled and CU was riding high at 14-0. 

There were very few of the OU faithful who wouldn't 
have settled for a tie at that point. But the Sooners 
weren't playing for a tie and in the 10:15 left in the half, 
they belted the Buffs for three touchdowns and _ took 
charge. 

Bob Burris opened all jets and swooshed 25 yards 
to the 46 with the kickoff. Fast-breaking, the OUers 
whizzed to the 31, from where McDonald passed to end 
Bob Timberlake for 15 yards. McDonald whirled nine 
and two plays afterward Burris bored over from the 
three. Billy Pricer converted to shave the Buff ad- 
vantage in half midway of the period. 

The Sooners got even after McDonald raced back 
13 to the CU 27 with a punt. McDonald bullseyed Bell 
for eight and then it was Pricer and Burris lugging to 
the one. Burris scored again and Pricer’s placement 
tied it up. 

Only 2:57 remained in the half, but that was long 
enough for the Sooners, who got the ball 60 yards out. 
McDonald hit Bell for eight and end Joe Mobra for 17, 
then lofted a long pass toward Mobra on the 16, where 
Sam Maphis was whistled down for interference. Robert 
Derrick, subbing for the exhausted Burris, shot 12 yards 
to the two and McDonald danced across for the touch- 
down which, with Pricer’s kick, made it 21-14 only 51 
seconds before rest-time. 

Halfway through round three, Pricer punted dead 
on CU’s seven and Jenkins quick-kicked out. The ball 
was rolling at the 50 when Burris blocked an onrushing 
end and gave McDonald a chance to field the pigskin. 
Tommy scurried all the way to the 13 with help from 
downfield blockers Ed Gray and Cecil Morris. Four plays 
later, Burris bashed through the right side for one and 


the score, Pricer kicking it up to 28-14 with 7:24 gone. 

Late in the quarter, a Pricer punt hit blocking back 
Dick Hyson and Ken Northcutt covered for OU on the 
Buff 35. Burris and Pricer poked out short gains, then 
Harris slithered 10. McDonald whacked over from the 
three and Pricer’s placement made it 35-14 with 52 sec- 
onds left. 

Colorado finally found the scoring range again 4:45 
into the last quarter, Hyson and end Frank Clarke team- 
ing on a 54-yard pass production. Jenkins’ placekick 
was accurate. 

OU's alternates got that touchdown back, Clendon 
Thomas and Dennit Morris sparking them 67 yards in 
six plays. Thomas’ 27-yard trip ended on the CU 47, 
Morris tramped 16 to the 26 and then split the middle 
for 23 and the six points. Carl Dodd upped the score to 
42-21 with 8:05 to play. 

Mobra one-handed a Hyson pass on the CU 34 shortly 
afterward and Thomas promptly steamed 22 to the 12 
on a reverse, Morris roared to the four, from which point 
Thomas tallied with three and one-vard attacks. Dodd 
made it 49-21 and there was still 6:28 left. 

With the third team in, guard Joe Oujesky plopped 
on a Hyson fumble at the enemy 20 and the Sooners 
took one last bit of vengeance for their early fright, de- 
spite penalties which shoved them back to the 35. One 
play did it, quarterback Bill Sturm passing to end Duane 
Goff. Sturm goaled and OU finally let the Buffs up 
with 3:52 to go. 

The Big Redmen outran the Colorados, 321-78, with 
Thomas going 56 yards on six carries, Burris 55 on 15, 
Harris 46 on 12, Morris 50 on four, McDonald 37 on 12, 
Pricer 23 on five and Dodd 14 on three. 

Moments after Oklahoma survived a shaky, love-14 
start to trample Colorado, 56-21, Buff coach Dal Ward 
commented, “That is the finest football team I have ever 
seen. Without a doubt it’s the fastest team I ever saw.” 
Bud Wilkinson said, “I believe Bob Burris played the 
greatest game of his career,” in referring to the buzz- 
saw halfback's rally-igniting banzai charges. 


Oklahoma 40, Kansas State 7 


Picking the worst time imaginable to catch short 
punt-itis and fumble fever, Kansas State gave Oklahoma 
the ball on the eight, 18, 24 and 40 and was flattened, 
40-7, as 18,500 fans suffered through an October 29 
comedy of errors in Manhattan. 

The Sooners dribbled the ball away three times but 
K-State did them two better. However, the Wildcats 
didn't start coming unglued until the Wilkinsons slammed 
77 yards to the 7-0 touchdown on their second possession. 
Tommy McDonald passed to Bob Burris for 18 and later 
ripped off 12 to the seven. Jimmy Harris slid through 
right tackle to score and Pricer converted with 9:44 gone. 

After the kickoff, OU tackle Tom Emerson smashed 
into fullback Bill Carrington, who fumbled to end Bob 
Timberlake on the Cat 18. Dennit Morris fumbled but 
recovered for a gain of nine and Thomas got the other 
nine in five and four-yard chunks, Carl Dodd's boot 
making it 14-love 11:23 into the contest. 

Kenny Nesmith authored an eight-yard punt shortly 
thereafter, the Sooners snaring possession at the 28. 
Thomas netted 10 in two equal efforts, Dodd drilled four 
and five and Jay O’Neal three and three for the touch- 
down. Dodd toed through the 2lst point nine seconds 
shy of the first quarter pole. 

Seconds later, Jerry Tubbs slipped in to short-circuit 
a Bob Whitehead to Ralph Pfeifer pitchout. Tackle Cal 
Woodworth plucked the loose ball out of the air and 
rambled 24 yards to paydirt. Pricer's kick sailed wide 
58 seconds into round two. 

The OUers got their next six-pointer the hard way, 
plodding 98 yards in seven plays after being shoved into 
a deep hole by a clipping penalty. Morris solved the im- 
mediate problem by bounding 28 yards with a lateral. 
then Jay O'Neal and .Timberlake pulled off a 5l-yard 
passing coup that carried to the 16. Thomas explored 
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right tackle to score from the four, after which Dodd 
missed the target to leave it at 33-0 love with 11:18 gone 
in the second period, 

Dodd lost a 15-yard touchdown trip on a clipping call 
just prior to intermission but the ever-alert Woodworth 
gave OU another scoring shot by falling on Tony Addeo’s 
fumble 42 yards out at the start of round three. Harris 
got the needed yardage on a fourth and six play at the 
37, then lateralled to McDonald for 19. Burris battled two 
and McDonald speared through the left side to count 
from the 10, Pricer closing out OU’s scoring from place- 
ment with 26:39 still to go. 

K-State was turned back at the 22 and 19 before 
finally scoring. A Jay O’Neal to Thomas pitch was 
picked off by guard Ellis Rainsberger on OU's 18 and 
Addeo skirted the left flank to the one on first down. 
Whitehead scrapped into the end zone and Jim Rusher 
added the seventh point to end scoring 5:43 from the gun. 

The Sooners had a rushing advantage of 305-143 with 
Morris rolling 88 yards on seven tries. McDonald's log 
showed six carries for 57 yards, Dodd’s 12 for 45, Thomas’ 
10 for 33, Burris’ six for 19, Harris’ six for 15, Pricer’s 
three for 10 and O'Neal’s eight for two. 


Oklahoma 20, Missouri O 


Blowing Missouri out of the tub with a 14-points- 
in-40-seconds explosion late in the first quarter, Oklahoma 
torpedoed the Tigers, 20-0, as 31,618 looked on in Co- 
lumbia November 5. 

Don Faurot’s Bengals, who’d lost to Maryland by 
only one point and SMU by seven, had help from a clip- 
ping penalty in rebuffing OU’s first scoring bid. But a 
roughing fine helped the Sooners scoot 63 yards late in 
the first round. 

Tommy McDonald passed to Bob Burris for 14 to 
the Tiger 30 and Burris returned the favor for 12 more. 
Then it was McDonald to Burris again with a net of 10 
to the three and Burris butted over from the one three 
plays afterward, Pricer converting 14:15 into the fray. 

On the first play after the kickoff, Bengal Gene Roll 
fumbled and Bo Bolinger claimed possession on the Miz- 
zou 24. Billy Pricer brawned two, then Jimmy Harris 
threw to the eight, where McDonald made connections on 
his way to payoff-ville. Pricer pumped through the extra 
point and OU was a 14-0 cinch five seconds before the 
first quarter ended. 

In the second round, Clendon Thomas reversed 58 
yards to the nine but fumbled the chance away. Harris 
then returned an intercepted pass 37 yards to the 26 and 
Pricer rampaged 11 more but Burris’ fumble was lost. 

Missouri, helped by a personal foul fine, got to 
OU’s 34 in the third period but was stopped by a Jay 
O’Neal interception, one of four notched by the Sooners 
during the day. 

Early in the last round, OU moved 61 yards in nine 
plays, getting a shove to the Missouri 40 by a roughing 
the punter penalty. McDonald turned right end for 13 
to fuel OU to the 22. From that point, Harris squeezed 
through the right side for 10 and then lateralled to Mc- 
Donald who flashed the final 12 yards to the end zone. 
Pricer missed goal 9:58 from the buzzer. 

Thomas was ejected after blasting 15 vards to the 
Tiger 25. an official mistaking his trying to yank free 
from a tackler for intentional kicking. Then Missouri 
posted its deepest penetration, cruising to the 28 on 
David Doane’s passing. But four straight aerials failed 
and OU took over. 

McDonald moved 96 yards on 13 carries, Thomas 87 
on seven and Pricer 55 on 11 to lead OU to a 310-104 
rushing edge. Dodd netted 22 on six trips, Morris 19 
on four, Harris six on eight and O’Neal one on seven. 


Don Faurot, whose Missourians had lost to Mary- 
land (13-12), Michigan (40-7) and Okkhoma (20-0), was 
asked how he'd rank them. Faurot replied, “Oklahoma, 
Maryland and Michigan, in just about that order.” At 
the time, the national polls had it Maryland, OU and 
Michigan. 


Oklahoma 52, lowa State 0 


Using the starters only 20 minutes and employing 51 
performers, Oklahoma divided its scoring equally between 
the two halves in slugging Iowa State, 52-0, before 45,000 
fans who sat in 72-degree weather at Norman No- 
vember 12. 

The advance forecast had called for a cold wave and 
snow for game day and the Cyclones couldn’t have been 
more miserable if it had arrived, OU scoring almost 
at will while piling up margins of 393-75 rushing and 
66-62 passing. 

Tommy McDonald’s 17-yard punt runback put OU 
within 43 yards of its ice-breaking marker, which was 
scored by Bob Burris on a 33-yard reverse slant through 
the left side. Billy Pricer’s placement boosted the score 
to 7-0 after only 314 minutes. 

As time faded in the first round, I-State’s Ray 
Tweeten punted to the Sooner nine. McDonald fielded 
the ball, cut right and jetted 91 yards to score. Pricer's 
miss left it at 13-0 with 13:26 gone. 

The Sooners cashed in a fourth and one gamble on 
their 43 on the 76-yard foray that made it 19-0. Clendon 
Thomas whammed 12 yards to the 27 and Carl Dodd's 
pass to Delbert Long paid off for 21 yards and the 
touchdown. Dodd missed the placement 3:58 into the 
second round. 

Thomas’ 12-yard end jaunt and a roughing fine on 
the tackle added up to a 27-yard blow that drove State 
back to its 24 on OU’s next offensive. Thomas also ac- 
counted for the last 10 yards, crunching seven and then 
three, Dodd goaled to make it 26-0. 

Bill Sturm’s 25-yard flip to end Duane Goff carried 
to the two just before the teams went to rest but a pen- 
alty for having an ineligible receiver downfield nullified it. 

Pricer carried four times for 34 yards as the Sooners 
sashayed 56 vards in seven tries to make it 32-love. 
McDonald picked up the last 14 yards with Pricer block- 
ing him around the right side but the OU fullback missed 
the extra point boot 6:05 into the second half. 

The alternates notched Oklahoma’s other third stanza 
touchdown after Thomas returned a punt 18 strides to 
the 34. <A slugging penalty helped OU to the five, from 
where Dodd scored on a dart through right guard. Dodd 
missed the placekick 5:58 before the quarter expired. 

Thomas punted Iowa State into a hole early in the 
fourth period and when Cyclone left half Chuck Gates 
fumbled Ken Northcutt recovered on the nine. Dodd 
drove over from the four on the dive-tackle and added 
the 45-0 point 6:01 into the heat. 

Doyle Jennings’ claiming of a fumble on the State 
30 led to the final touchdown collected by the third unit. 
A clipping call nullified Dale Sherrod’s 20-yard jaunt but 
Robert Derrick romped around right end for 31 to the 
four. Derrick cracked two and two for the touchdown and 
Sturm converted to put the final reading on the books 
with 5:07 left. 

Rodger Taylor’s 23-yard pass to end Tommy Pearson 
paced OU’s fourth-teamers to State’s 23 late but an in- 
terception ended the offensive. 

Thomas topped OU rushers by collecting 61 yards in 
nine attempts, Harris made 59 in six, Burris 53 in six, 
Pricer 50 in six, Derrick 48 in four, Morris 32 in seven, 
Dodd 30 in eight, McDonald 26 in four and Jay O'Neal 
six in four. 


Oklahoma 41, Nebraska 0 


Nebraska, which was challenging Oklahoma in the 
Big Seven standings at 5-0 level, did the same at the 
start of their battle for the Orange Bowl assignment in 
Lincoln November 19, but Dennit Morris’ interception 
halted an early Husker offensive and the Sooners shifted 
into high gear to pull away for a 41-0 victory before 
38,000 discouraged customers. 

After grabbing Billy Pricer’s fumble on the OU 36 
early, Nebraska crashed to the seven. But Morris stole 
a pass on the goal and fought out to the 32. The al- 
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ternates came in and scored in 10 plays with Carl Dodd 
fingering the starter button by twice trekking 10 yards. 

Morris tossed in a 10-yard trip, Clendon Thomas 
sliced nine to the one and Jay O'Neal trotted over. Dodd’s 
boot made it 7-0 with 12:55 gone. 

An interception, this one by Jerry Tubbs, also led 
to OU’s other pre-intermission touchdown. Willie Green- 
law was the victim of the robbery at Nebraska’s 41 and 
seven plays later Bob Burris rooted through right tackle 
for one yard and the score. Billy Pricer missed the kick 
one minute before time to go rest. 

OU stepped up the tempo in the third round, swirling 
59 yards in 13 plays after Pricer returned the kickoff 11 
lengths to his 41. McDonald’s seven-yard effort put 
it on the three and three thrusts later Burris scored 
from a yard out. Pricer’s 20-0 placement came 4:55 into 
the second half. 

A Don Erway to LeRoy Butheris aerial was good 
for 14 yards but ended in disaster when the receiver 
fumbled and McDonald took over on the Sooner 45. 
McDonald reversed to the right for 14 on first down and 
Burris bounced nine before McDonald counted from the 
one. Pricer kicked it up to 27-0 with 15 seconds left 
in round three. 

Running into O’Neal on a fair catch situation cost 
the Huskers 15 yards to their 40 early in the last quarter. 
Dodd reversed for eight and Thomas negotiated right 
end for 15 during the six-play foray which was capped 
by Thomas’ seven-yard end run. Dodd converted 3:52 
into the final stanza. 

OU’s third-stringers fashioned a 58-yard strike for 
the last touchdown, Bill Sturm spinning 11 yards and then 
passing 28 more to end Fred Hood on the seven. Four 
tries later, Robert Derrick rapped right tackle for three 
yards and six points, Sturm adding the 41-0 point only 
25 seconds before the end. 

Authors of OU’s 374-125 rushing advantage were 
McDonald with 68 yards on 13 carries, Burris 53 on 14, 
O’Neal 49 on 10, Dodd 44 on seven, Thomas 44 on seven, 
Morris 33 on five, Pricer 25 on five, Harris 17 on two, 
Sturm 15 on two, Bill Brown 11 on two, Dale Sherrod 
nine on three and Derrick six on two. 

The Sooners were out-passed, 62-28, with Sturm get- 
ting all his club’s yards with his 1-for-1 day. 


When Jimmy Harris was sidelined early in the Ne- 
braska hassle with a bruised shoulder, it placed the entire 
quarterbacking load on to Jay O'Neal. “He came through 
like a champion,” Bud Wilkinson said. “He called a 
fine game and handled the ball well.” 


For Nebraska, Greenlee ran 92 yards in 14 carries 
and Erway completed three of four passes for 38. 


Oklahoma 53, Oklahoma AGM O 


Tommy McDonald hecame the first Oklahoma player 
tn modern times to score in all 10 games as the Sooners 
used four early Oklahoma A&M fumbles to launch a 
53-0 rout of the Aggies before an audience of 35,000 in 
Norman November 26. 

The Sooners lost possession on the Cowboy 16 and 
13 during the scoreless first period but the Aggies started 
cooperating just before the round ended, John Jacob 
fumbling to Dennit Morris on A&M’s 26. Seven plays, 
one of them Billy Pricer’s 10-yard advance, netted the 
touchdown, which Jimmy Harris got from three yards 
away. Pricer’s extra point made it 7-0 with 61 seconds 
gone in the second period. 

Clendon Thomas rocketed 65 yards on a punt return 
for OU’s second score. He took Tom Pontius’ boot on his 
35 and received aid along the route from Wayne Green- 
lee, Don Stiller, Bill Krisher, Tom Emerson and Bob 
Timberlake before eluding the last man, Earl Lunsford. 
Carl Dodd converted 5:54 into the round. 

Jacob fumbled again shortly afterward and Krisher 
claimed possession on the Poke 32. Jimmy Harris lost 
six yards to the 20 to temporarily stall the drive but he 
came back to heave a 20-yard payoff pass to end Joe 
Mobra, who made the grab at the five. Pricer made it 


21-0 with 6:33 left in the half. 

Forrest Campbell’s 14-yard punt return to the OU 35 
was followed by Pontius’ 22-yard pass to end Choppy 
Spencer on the 13 as A&M fought back. But on a fourth 
and two play Cal Woodworth threw Pontius for a five- 
yard loss. 

OU lugged the second half kickoff 62 yards to touch- 
down territory, two passes consuming 34 of the last 35 
yards. McDonald flipped to Burris for 19 and Jay O’Neal 
tossed to Mobra for 15 to set up McDonald’s one-yard 
scoring shot. Pricer goaled 4:46 deep in the third quarter. 

After a fair catch on the 11, Oklahoma moved 89 
yards in nine plays for the 34-love marker. McDonald 
hit Burris for 19 and Harris tossed to McDonald for 26 
more to the 10. Burris spurted to the six and Harris 
went on in, keeping to the right side. Joel Favara fouled 
up Pricer’s placement with 3:32 gone in the last heat. 

Using a unit that contained eight outgoing seniors, 
the Sooners traveled 58 yards to their next touchdown. 
Burris tossed to McDonald for 18 and Tommy meandered 
24 more to the two but a clipping penalty cost him part 
of it. Burris, Jay O’Neal and McDonald clubbed to the 





& 


Sooners whoop it up after licking Maryland 20-6 in the Orange Bowl. 


three and Burris buzzed over. Guard Cecil Morris tried 
the placekick but it was wide to the right leaving the 
count 46-0 with 6:38 left. 

Sooner third-teamers notched the last touchdown 
after Jacob’s short punt took a bad hop back to A&M’s 
25. Robert Derrick was the big wheel in the movement. 
He swung left end for 10 and then, on fourth and eight 
from the 13, picked up the eight going wide again. Der- 
rick jabbed through right tackle to score from the three 
and Bill Sturm converted 2:27 before the game ended. 

The Sooners outgained A&M, 344-130 on the ground 
and 177-22 through the airlanes. In addition to grabbing 
four Aggie fumbles while losing only one themselves, the 
Wilkinsons intercepted two Poke passes. 


McDonald was the Sooners’ best ground-gobbler, 
moving 84 yards on 14 trips. Burris was 13-for-47, 
Thomas 9-for-46, Harris 13-for-43, Derrick 7-for-40, Mor- 
ris 6-for-31, Pricer 7-for-29, Dodd 4-for-10, O’Neal 6- 
for-7, Dale Sherrod 3-for-6, Wilbur Derrick 1-for-5 and 
Sturm 1-for-1. 


McDonald completed three of four passes for 65 
lengths while O’Neal hit two of four for 48, Harris two 
of four for 46 and Burris one of one for 18. 


Pontius’ one completion in six throws netted A&M its 
22 aerial yards. On the ground Favara covered 46 yards 
in five tries, Jacob 41 in nine, Lunsford 39 in 15 and 
Campbell 13 in five. 


1955 


Oklahoma 20, Maryland 6 


Maryland’s Terps, hot after revenge for the 7-0 loss 
to Oklahoma two Orange Bowls before, got it in Miami 
Jan, 2, 1956—for two quarters, this is. Then the Sooners 
broke out their fast break and, with Tommy McDonald, 
Carl Dodd and Bob Burris filling the hero roles, zoomed 
to a 20-6 decision with 76,561 fans watching. 

Jim Tatum’s Terrapins carried the fight to OU at 
the outset and Sooner supporters gasped as Maryland 
halfback Ed Vereb rifled through right tackle, swerved to 
the left and set sail for touchdown-ville 76 yards away. 

He appeared to be a shoo-in but Jay O’Neal strained 
over to head him off and tripped Vereb at the 10 with an 
all-out leaping stab. With all thoughts flashing back to 
OU’s great goalline stands in the 1954 game, Wayne 
Greenlee made memory-wracking unnecessary as he jarred 
quarterback Frank Tamburello loose from the ball, end 
Don Stiller recovering. 

The Terps got their 30-minute version of vengeance, 
however. Late in the second round they drove to the 
OU 15. At that point they pulled a carefully-rehearsed 
trick play out of the hat. Vereb feinted a pass, put on 
an “Oh-Oh, I'm trapped” act and then took off around 
left end, where a wall of blockers was waiting to convoy 
him across 2:40 before intermission. 

Discouraging as the 6-0 deficit was, Sooner fans took 
heart as the Wilkinsons stampeded back with the kickoff 
and began pushing the tiring Terps around. The half- 
time siren stopped them on Maryland’s 25 but the pat- 
tern of the second half had been set. 

Tommy McDonald touched the flame to the fuse by 
scampering 32 yards to Maryland's 46 on a punt run- 
back. Seven plays later, OU nudged ahead to stay. Key 
lick on the drive was McDonald’s running pass to Burris, 
who butted a defender out of the way on an 18-yard 
trip to the seven. 

McDonald dynamited across in two thrusts and Billy 
Pricer’s placement lifted OU into the lead 5:49 into the 
second half. 

The alternates came in to destroy Terp hopes with a 
51-yard scoring foray, killing the Tatums’ morale at the 
same time by aiming most of their plays inside the 
tackles, where Maryland was supposed to be toughest. 

Twice on the drive, first downs were picked up on 
measurements that required almost microscopic scrutiny. 
The longest gains were seven-yard efforts by Dodd and 
Clendon Thomas. O’Neal sneaked into the end zone from 
a yard out and Pricer made it a 14-6 cinch 13:45 from 
the end. 

Maryland gave it the old college try, reserve signal 
caller Lynn Beightol directing the Terps to the OU 30. 
Then he tossed a flat pass, which was a mistake. Dodd 
intercepted and fled 82 yards to the promised land, trav- 
eling so swiftly nationally-syndicated columnist Bob Con- 
sidine wrote, “If his forebears had run that fast in the 
Oklahoma run, he’d own half the state.” 

Dodd’s extra point try fizzled but no one really cared. 

The Sooners posted narrow leads of 202-187 rushing 
and 53-46 passing. Harris was the ringleader, nine rushes 
netting 50 yards and a 3-for-5 pitching afternoon adding 
35 more. The other 18 yards upstairs were collected by 
McDonald, who was 1-for-4. 

Burris trailed Harris in the rushing column with 
nine carries for 30 yards while Pricer tried six for 29, 
O’Neal 12 for 25, Thomas five for 19, Morris four for 17, 
Dodd seven for 17, McDonald 11 for 13 and Bob Derrick 
one for two. 

Vereb amassed 108 yards on eight carries to pace 
Maryland. 

In the Orange Bowl dressing rooms, Bud Wilkinson 
said, “That’s the most satisfying victory we’ve ever had,” 
while Jim Tatum commented, “Oklahoma is definitely the 
best football team in the country. I’ve never seen a team 
with all the equipment this one has.” Added the smiling 
Wilkinson, “I-don’t know if we're the best. But we 
haven't been beaten yet.” 
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Clendon Thomas, trailed by Jerry Tubbs (53), cuts sharply during a 44-yard gain agains! Texas. 


Scoreboard 


Oklahoma 36 North Carolina 0O 
Oklahoma 66 Kansas State 0 


Oklahoma 45 Texas 0 
Oklahoma 34 Kansas 12 
Oklahoma 40 Notre Dame 0 
Oklahoma 27 Colorado 19 
Oklahoma 44 lowa State 0 
Oklahoma 67 Missouri 14 
Oklahoma 54 Nebraska 6 


Oklahoma 53 Oklahoma A&M O 
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Big Red Accomplishments 





THOMAS McDONALD TUBBS KRISHER GRAY 


TEAM—Won national championship second year in a row; Won Big Seven title; Ran consecutive victory 
skein to 40; Led nation in rushing with 391-yard per game average; Set national record for first 
downs in a season (222); Set school records for points scored (466), average per game (46.6) and 
interception runbacks (423); Outscored Big Seven foes average of 48.7 to 8.5; Outl-averaged oll op- 
ponents, 46.6 to 5.1. 

INDIVIDUAL—Clendon Thomas won major college scoring championship with 108 points; Tommy Mc- 
Donald won Maxwell Trophy and Sporting News Trophy and Jerry Tubbs the Walter Camp Trophy, all 
awarded fo outstanding college ployer of year; Tubbs named Lineman of Year; Tubbs, McDonald, Bill 
Krisher and Ed Gray mode All-Americo. 





Co-Captains 





Ed Gray, Odessa, Texas, and Jerry 
Tubbs, Breckenridge, Texas. 


Sooner Assistants 


Gomer Jones, Sam Lyle, Ted Youngling, 
Eddie Crowder and Bill Canfield. 


Team Roster 


Boker, David HB 180 Bartlesville Jennings, Doyle G 217 Lawton 
Ballard, Hugh T 205 Memphis, Tenn. Jennings, Steve i's 205 Ardmore 
Bell, John E 191 Enid Johnson, Mickey € 195 Comanche 
Bowman, Chuck 193 Ponca City Krisher, Bill G 213 Midwest City 
Brown, Bill FB | 199 — Wagoner Ladd, Benton T 200 Oklahoma City 
Broyles, J. Henry G 195 Wichito Falls, Texas Lawrence, Jim é i 206 Sayre 

Buck, Carl E 190 Fox Lewallen, Keith HB 176 Torrington, Wvo. 
Burris, Lyle HB 159 Muskogee Long, Delbert E 184 Ponca City 
Burris, Lynn Cc 189 Muskogee Martin, Bob E 194 Cherokee 
Carpenter, Dick HB 173 Breckenridge, Texas McDonald, Tom HB 170 Albuquerque, N.M. 
Corbitt, Dick T 202 Altus Morris, Dennit FB 209 Tulsa 

Coyle, Ross E 184 Marlow Nelson, Don T 205 Midwest City 
Crossland, Kenny B 180 Altus Northcutt, Ken G 195 Wichita Falls, Texas 
Day, Ernie HB 77 Muskogee O'Neal, Benton QB 165 Ada 

DePue, Dale FB 189 Oklahoma City O’Neal, Jay QB 173 Ada 

Derrick, Robert HB 183 Woodward Oujesky, Joe G 193 Fort Worth, Texas 
Dodd, Carl HB 190 Norman Pellow, John HB 158 _ Enid 

Ederer, John Cc 195 Oklahoma City Powell, Rolond G 214 #£Sweetwater, Texas 
Emerson, Tom T 214 Wilson Pricer, Billy FB 197 Perry 

Evans, Dick HB 183 Midwest City Rector, Joe E 198 Muskogee 

Fitch, Ken _T 207 _ Bartlesville Rolle, David FB 201 Poteau 

Gray, Ed T 208 Odessa, Texas Sondefer, Jakie HB 166 Breckenridge, Texas 
Greenlee, Wayne T 197 Breckenridge, Texas Scott, B. W. Cc 204 Ardmore 

Gwinn, bick G 195 Tulsa Searcy, Byron T 201 Fort Worth, Texas 
Hallum, Ken G 209 Seminote Sherrod, Dale OB 172 Odessa, Texas 
Harris, Bill E 170 Ardmore Shilling, Cloyd G 224 Sweetwater, Texas 


Harris, Jimmy QB 173 Terrell, Texas Stiller, Don E 200 Shownee 


Harrison, Bob ws 206 Stamford, Texas Talbott, George ¢ 202 Oklahoma City 
Hayes, Victor Cc 211 Enid Thomas, Clendon HB 188 Oklahoma City 
Holland, Lonnie QB 174 Plainview. Texas Timberlake, Bob E 195 Tulsa 

Hood, Fred E 204 Denver, Colo. Tubbs, Jerry 206 Breckenridge, Texas 
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O'Donnell Trophy Retired With Repeat As National Champs 
—Seniors Never Lose—Offensive-Defensive Average 46.6-5. 1 


Oklahoma 36, North Carolina 0 


Oklahoma matched its own national record of 31 
consecutive victories by beating North Carolina, 36-0, 
before 60,000 spectators in Norman September 29, jarring 
Jim Tatum’s Tar Heels with a 21-point outburst in the 
last 644 minutes of the first half. 

The Sooners outgained the visitors, 369-93 on the 
ground and 61-47 upstairs and Billy Pricer boomed quick 
kicks 78 and 62 yards on his way to a 46.8 punting aver- 
age. The victory was costly, however, starting linemen 
Wayne Greenlee and Ken Northcutt being lost for the 
season when they broke ankles in the first half. 

The Tar Heels blanked the Bid Red for 2314 min- 
uets but sophomore left half David Baker finally sparked 
the OU alternates 52 yards to a touchdown. Baker’s 10- 
yard dive fueled the offensive, eighth play of which saw 
Baker butting left tackle for 10 and then lateralling out 
to quarterback Jay O'Neal, who stepped seven more for 
the score. Carl Dodd converted and the Sooners were 
on their way with 6:29 left in the half. 

The first unit ripped 37 yards in four plays when 
it returned, Tommy McDonald making two, Clendon 
Thomas 13, Billy Pricer 10 and Thomas 12 for the six 
points. Pricer goaled 12:59 into the second round. 

When Ed Sutton tried a pass on the next series, 
Thomas intercepted and ran it back to midfield. Sur- 
rounded there, Clendon lateralled to McDonald, who 
steamed on down to the Carolina 10. Quarterback Jimmy 
Harris slid off right tackle for seven and then passed 
three yards to McDonald for the touchdown only 44 
seconds before intermission. Pricer’s placement was true 
for a 21-0 lead. 

In round three, the Tar Heels grabbed a Pricer fumble 
and marched 28 yards to OU’s six before center Bob Har- 
rison picked off a pass and got out 10 to the 23. Fol- 
lowing a fine, the second unit trudged from its 18 to the 
Carolina 19 before the quarter ended, with Baker con- 
tributing a 20-yard jaunt. 

The starters came on and Thomas careened 15 yards 
straight ahead to the two, from where McDonald danced 
over half a minute into the last period. Pricer place- 
kicked it up to 28-0. 
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Coach Gomer Jones hugs Ed Gray after Notre Dame win, 
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Pricer’s eight-yard jolt started OU on a 62-yard 
drive to its next tally. After Harris tossed to McDonald 
for 17 to the 36, the Sooner third team took over. Bill 
Brown barrelled 11, a pair of Dickie Carpenter treks car- 
ried to the 13 and quarterback Lonnie Holland rolled 
around right end to score, getting blocks from Johnny 
Pellow and Joe Rector. A low snap fouled the extra 
point try, leaving it at 34-0. 

Late in the proceedings, a clipping call shoved the 
Tar Heels back to their one. Two plays later, No. 4 left 
tackle Steve Jennings slashed through to tackle sub-q- 
back Ron Marquette a yard in the end zone for a safety. 


After watching his Tar Heels humbled, Jim Tatum 
gasped, “Did you ever see backs run any harder? Okla- 
homa is everything everybody says—and greater. If 
Oklahoma isn’t No. 1 in the nation, I’d hate to see the 
team that’s better. I’ve never seen a better college squad. 
They keep the pressure on you every minute and never 
do they appear to be worried about any situation.” 


Oklahoma 66, Kansas State 0 


Nineteen backs carried the ball, 55 men played and 
the first-teamers counted 27 points in 18 minutes as Okla- 
homa mangled Kansas State, 66-0, before 42,000 fans in 
Norman Octoher 6. 

The Sooner regulars scored the first two times they 
attacked, ballooned the OU lead to 20-0 seconds into the 
second round, added another tally after intermission and 
then retired from the rout. The pattern was set when 
Tommy McDonald skirted right end for 28 and Clendon 
Thomas rammed right tackle for 16 and a score only 
2:31 into the game. 

Next time around, the first unit-eers thundered 56 
yards, Thomas skipping six yards to paydirt and Billy 
Pricer making it 13-0 after 7:48. The regulars showed 
signs of weakening when a fumble killed a 58-yard 
drive to the two. But coach Bud Wilkinson gave them 
another chance. Thomas notched his, and OU’s third 
touchdown on a 16-yard romp and Pricer goaled only 
11 seconds into round two. 

The Cats found OU’s alternates every bit as dis- 
agreeable. When Ben Grosse punted, David Baker 
bounced back 57 yards to a touchdown as Jay O’Neal, 
Byron Searcy, Robert Derrick, Joe Rector and Bill Brown 
mowed down K-Staters. O'Neal missed but it was 26-0 
after 1914 minutes of play. 

Steve Jennings slipped in to block Dick Allen’s punt 
shortly thereafter, giving OU possession on the enemy 18. 
Five plays later, Derrick probed right tackle from the 
three to score and Brown converted for a 33-0 half- 
time lead. 


Pricer got into the touchdown act with a two-yard 
plunge at the end of a 43-yard sweep in the third period, 
adding the extra point as the top unit called it quits. 

For the 47-0 touchdown, scored 10:38 deep in round 
three, Baker hit left tackle for two, then lateralled to 
Dodd, who thudded 31 more to the end zone. Dodd 
converted. 

The third club was on the prowl as the last quarter 
opened and Johnny Pellow punched six yards on a hand- 
off for the touchdown 59 seconds into the period. The 
count stayed at 53-0 when Bill Brown’s boot was no good. 

Dick Gwinn pounced on a fumble at the K-State 19 
to arrange the 59-0 tally. After the No. 3 team had 
moved to the nine, the fourths came in an blocked Jakie 
Sandefer over from five strides out. Dale DePue’s place- 
ment failed with 11:33 still to go. 

The fourth club cruised 70 yards in nine plays to 
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wrap up scoring. Sandefer streaked 54 yards around 
right end to the nine to set up the touchdown which 
Ernie Day collected from the three. Dale Sherrod con- 
verted and the last 6:38 were scoreless. 


Oklahoma 45, Texas 0 


Tommy McDonald and Clendon Thomas ravaged 
Texas’ defense for 263 yards rushing as Oklahoma man- 
handled the Longhorns, 45-0, to the amazement of 75,504 
fans in Dallas October 3. 

The Sooners had to punt only twice as they out- 
yarded the Steers, 369-74, on the ground and 133-114 in 
the air. In fashioning their fifth straight triumph over 
Texas, the Sooners intercepted five passes. Only nine 
fumbles, four of them lost, kept the score from mount- 
ing higher. 

Oklahoma let Texas know what was about to happen 
when McDonald raced back 54 yards to the UT 44 with 
the opening kickoff. McDonald’s 16-yard end run ended 
in a fumble on the four but Jerry Tubbs fell on the ball. 
Thomas struck the touchdown blow from the two 3:03 
into the game but halfback Jim Watson blocked Billy 
Pricer’s placement. 

After Don Stiller’s interception halted Texas on the 
OU 25, the Sooners set sail for the 53-yard-distant pay- 
dirt. It looked hopeless when guard Garland Kennon 
batted the ball out of Jimmy Harris’ hands on a pass 
play, causing a whopping 29-yard loss back to the 
Sooner 36. 

But on the next play, Pricer faked a quick kick and 
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Notre Dame's Paul Hornung (5) ruefully watches Sooner HB Clendon Thomas as he blasts 11 yards to paydirt in a 40-0 rout of the Irish. 


handed the ball to Thomas, who long-legged it around left 
end for 44 yards to the UT 20. McDonald pranced four 
yards around end for the touchdown 33 seconds into 
round two. Pricer’s kick was low. 

Probably the best one-two punch OU threw all day 
accomplished nothing except convincing the Steers they 
didn’t belong on the sainc field with the Sooners. During 
the second period, McDonald gnawed off a 47-yard gain. 
It was called back but on the next play, Thomas traipsed 
44. A fumble nixed the movement on the seven, however. 


As time got short in the first half, Harris unleashed 
a go-for-broke heave from his 47. McDonald, flying along 
with the throttle wide open, made a miraculous finger- 
tip catch on the 18 and frolicked in to score. He shed the 
ball, galloped back up-field and jumped astride Harris. 
When the celebration was over, Harris kicked the extra 
point to make it 19-0 only 27 seconds hefore halftime. 


The Sooners hammered 80 yards with the second 
half kickoft to stretch their lead to 25-0. McDonald’s 
21-yard end run put them on the 18. On fourth down 
from the 15, McDonald made a diving snatch of Harris’ 
pass for eight vards and new life on the seven. Thomas 
scooted across but Harris missed the bonus point 6:19 
into the round. 

Dennit Morris’ interception of a Vince Matthews’ pass 
preceded a 47-yard strike for touchdown No. 5. It was a 
McDonald production, Tommy exploring left tackle for 
13 and then parlaying a short reverse and sharp cutback 
into a 44-yard payoff flight. Pricer’s placement made it 








Tommy McDonald up-ends Nebraska end Clarence Cook, 


32-0 with 1:32 to go in the third period. 

Big Bill Krisher crashed into Longhorn halfback Walt 
Fondren and caused a fumble at the Steer 42 early in 
the last heat, Thomas dropping on the ball. McDonald 
and end John Bell brewed up a 27-yard pass gain to the 
one and Thomas powered over, Pricer goaling 2:05 into 
the stanza. 

The Steers’ frustrating day came to a climax when 
punter Sonny Baumgarter missed the ball, Joe Oujesky re- 
covering for Oklahoma on the UT 41. Carl Dodd and 
Jakie Sandefer exchanged running passes to lead a charge 
to the 17 but Matthews picked off Dale Sherrod's aerial 
there. Seconds later, however, Matthews passed. Sopho- 
more Ernie Day intercepted and sped 28 yards to a 
touchdown, closing scoring 45 seconds before OU fans 
attacked the goalposts. 


Oklahoma 34, Kansas 12 


Oklahoma yielded its first points in four outings but 
brushed Kansas aside without undue difficulty, 34-12, 
before 31,000 witnesses in Lawrence October 20. 

Clendon Thomas returned the opening kickoff 40 
yards to midfield and then circled left end for 11 more 
to get the Sooners off to a rousing start. Billy Pricer 
pounded 13 but it took four tries from the five before 
OU got Thomas into the end zone from a yard out. 
Harris’ conversion came after 3:27. 

The Sooners gambled on their own 45 and rolled 
snake eyes halfway through the heat, Jim Letcavits tackl- 
ing Harris for no gain. Big gainer in KU’s five-play foray 
was left half Bobby Robinson's 37-yard ramble to the 
four, Quarterback Bob Marshall leaned in from the one 
but Dennit Morris deflected Bill Bell's placekick to pre- 
serve OU's 7-6 lead with 10:18 gone. 

Pricer picked off a Wally Strauch pass on the Hawk 
45 to set up touchdown No. 2. Thomas cavorted 16 yards 
to the 26, an offside on Kansas helped and Tommy Mc- 
Donald ran right end for 12 and the score, Pricer clearing 
the path. Harris’ placement made it 14-6 with 3:02 of 
the second period used up. 

OU’s alternates turned seven thrusts into a 61-yard 
touchdown drive next, Robert Derrick churning 11, then 
taking a lateral from about-to-be tackled Jay O'Neal and 
storming 27 more. David Baker's 10-yard running pass 
to end Bob Timberlake hit the touchdown jackpot, Tim- 
berlake making a ground-level grab. Baker's boot made 
it 21-6 with 7:36 left in the half. 

O’Neal’s 23-yard punt return put the Sooners on 
the KU 35 late in the first half and five plays later 
McDonald curved around right end for eight years and 
the touchdown. When Harris’ extra point was wiped 
out by an illegal use of the hands penalty, end John Bell 
booted from the 22, but it was partially blocked. leaving 
the halftime count at 27-6. 
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A fumble at the five vetoed OU’s first scoring op- 
portunity after intermission but the alternates came 
back with a 5l-yard scoring foray. Morris tossed in 
gains of 10 and 13 to set up Baker's five-yard end trip 
to the touchdown. Baker goaled 12:02 into the third 
round. 

Kansas marched 70 yards in the last quarter for its 
second score. An official’s error gave the Jays a fifth 
down in close and Strauch used it to hit end Lynn Mc- 
Carthy with a 12-yard scoring toss. A bad snap thwarted 
the placement try 3:07 from the end. 


Oklahoma 40, Notre Dame 0 


Oklahoma’s high-powered offense produced only 235 
yards, 223 less than the Sooners’ four-game average, but 
the Big Redders were deadly on defense as two inter- 
cepted passes and a blocked kick were turned into touch- 
downs during a 40-0 trouncing of Notre Dame in South 
Bend October 27. 

The Sooners received and promptly unveiled a flank- 
er-offense on which the halfback and end on one side 
were stationed wide. On the first two plays Tommy Mc- 
Donald trekked right end for 18 yards and Clendon 
Thomas swung the left side for nine. Eight plays later, 
the 69-yard drive was capped by Jimmy Harris’ 14-yard 
rollout pass to end John Bell. Harris missed the 
placement 4:28 into the game. 

Notre Dame’s Dean Studer, trying to punt from his 
22 late in the opening round, got a bad snap from 
center and OU tackle Steve Jennings broke through to 
block the kick. End Bob Timberlake picked the ball 
out of the air and paraded to the three. Carl Dodd clubbed 
right tackle to the one and Jay O'Neal sneaked in for 
the touchdown. Dodd's boot made it 13-0 after 13:37 
had been played. 

Second time the Sooner starters had possession, they 
slammed 64 yards in eight plays to pad their lead to 
19-0. Harris’ 17-yard pass to McDonald carried to the 
18 and Thomas rocketed through right tackle to score 
from the 11. Halfback James Morse blocked Billy 
Pricer’s kick 4:58 into the second round. 

Just before halftime, Pricer shot the gap and put 
pressure on Morse as he passed. McDonald twisted high 
to steal the ball from a receiver. landed running and 
blazed 55 yards to the end zone as Pricer, Tom Emerson 
and Thomas discouraged would-be tacklers. Harris con- 
verted 62 seconds before intermission. 

Notre Dame made its best bid for points by lugging 
the second half kickoff to OU’s 35, but McDonald came 
up with another of the Sooners’ four pass interceptions, 
grabbing a Paul Hornung heave and getting out to his 17. 

The Big Red rolled all the way in six thrusts, a 
McDonald to Thomas toss netting 49 yards to the Irish 
33 on first down. McDonald hit the handoff for nine, 
Thomas added three and Harris hurried around the 
left flank for 16 to the five. Thomas bucked four and 
Harris slanted over, then kicked the 33-0 point 7:12 
into the last half. 

Thomas turned thief to give OU its final touchdown, 
nabbing a Hornung aerial and zipping 35 yards to payoff- 
land with help from John Bell's block. Harris’ placekick 
capped scoring with 9:43 left. 

After the Notre Dame triumph, the Sooners inter- 
rupted their dressing room celebration long enough to 
present the game ball to Bud Wilkinson. ‘Nothing that 
has ever happened gave me more pleasure,” Bud said. 


Oklahoma 27, Colorado 19 


Keyed-up Colorado rocked Oklahoma with a 19-point 
punch in the first half but the Sooners shook it off and 
came back to take charge before the third round ended 
and rolled on to a 27-19 triumph over the Buffs before 
47,000 alternately ecstatic and sad spectators in newly- 
enlarged Folsom Field in Boulder November 3. 

Stymied by an interception, blocked quick kick and 
fumble in the opening half, the Sooners regrouped to 
wind up with yardage edges of 86-8 upstairs and 348-242 


downstairs. 

Boyd Dowler put OU in a hole quick, punting out 
on the Sooner 10. When Billy Pricer tried a quick kick 
three plays later, guard John Wooten blocked it and full- 
back John Bayuk recovered in the end zone for a 
touchdown. Only 3:41 had been played when Ellwin 
Indorf converted. 

The Sooners struck back to bid for a tie, Jimmy 
Harris and Tommy McDonald collaborating on a 65- 
yard touchdown pass. Buff safety Bob Stransky chal- 
lenged McDonald on the five but Tommy ran over him. 
Harris missed his try for the tying point 11:40 into the 
fray. 


Just before the first period ended, McDonald flashed 
75 yards to paydirt on a punt return but what would 
have been the go-ahead tally was nullified by a personal 
foul fine. Given a reprieve, the Buffs drove 55 yards to 
stretch their lead to 13-6. 

Jaunts of 14 by Homer Cook and 15 by Bob Dove 
fueled the Buffs to OU’s 18 as the second round started. 
Bayuk blasted 13 and, after a penalty moved the ball 


back to the nine, Dove double-reversed around left end 
for the touchdown. Indorf flubbed the kick 12:34 before 
halftime. 

Promising movements to the 34 and 29 by OU 
fizzled, the second one with 4:43 to go ’til rest-time, and 
Colorado raced the clock in a 71-yard, 10-play drive. 

A backfield in motion penalty erased Stransky’s 55- 
yard scoring flight but the Buff tailback came back with 
a 30-yard effort to the 15. Bayuk bulled five and at the 
nine the Buffs stayed in the T formation instead of 
shifting into the single wing. Dowler quick-pitched to 
Stransky going wide to the left and he counted un- 
touched 34 seconds before the half ended. McDonald 
blocked Stransky’s kick. 

The Sooners served notice they were still around 
by blaring 80 yards with the second half kickoff. Betting 
all their remaining chips on one hand, the Sooners went 
for two yards on fourth down on their own 28 and 
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Thomas fractured right tackle for three. 

McDonald wheeled right for 11 and later squirted 22 
more to the 15. At the five it was fourth and one but 
the Sooners didn’t settle for a first down, McDonald 
pitching a running shot to Harris for the touchdown. 
Harris’ placement, 4:35 into round three, trimmed CU’s 
lead to 19-13. 


Late in the quarter Harris returned a punt 18 yards 
and when Colorado was penalized for a personal foul on 
the play, OU was in business at the Buff 48. Eight plays 
later, McDonald headed right, feinted a pass and pointed 
his flying feet toward the corner of the end zone. He 
got the tying touchdown, diving the last five of the 11 
yards to barely brush the inside of the flag. Harris’ place- 
kick put OU ahead, 20-19, with 15:48 to go. 


A pass interference call against Stransky left OU 
on the Buff 37 halfway through the last heat. A clipping 
penalty hurt but David Baker turned right end for 20 
to the 28. Carl Dodd capered to the 14 in two tries and 
Baker added three but, when a penalty made it third 
and eight on the 16, Wilkinson inserted his starters. 

On the first play, Harris rolled out left and tossed 
to Thomas in the corner of the end zone for the insur- 
ance tally. Harris drilled the 27-19 extra point and the 
Sooners were in with 5:29 left. 


Bud Wilkinson evidently tried all the angles between 
halves after Colorado jumped off to a 19-6 lead. Tackle 
Doyle Jennings reported, “Coach told us if we couldn't 
play any better than that, we’d better take off those 
Oklahoma jersies.” Quarterback David Baker re-called 
as the Sooners filed out, Bud said, ‘‘Here’s one man who 
thinks you can win.” 


Oklahoma 44, lowa State 0 


Punting only once as they out-yarded Iowa State 
443-95, Oklahoma clubbed the Cyclones with a 32-point 
first half and coasted in, 44-0, to the dismay, if not sur- 
prise, of 14,000 fans in Ames November 10. 

On their first possession, the Sooners sliced 46 yards 
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MiAmericnn lemny McDonald romps to a fouchdawa thot ‘helped bury Texas 45-0 at Dallas. 
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Quarterback Jimmy Harris tries to outguess the Tiger left end as he swings to his right in the Missouri game. 


to vault out front, the big play being a 19-yard gain to 
the 22 by Clendon Thomas, who took a handoff from 
Tommy McDonald. The latter scored from the one and 
Billy Pricer kicked the 7-0 point with the game 4:41 old. 


The same trick play, run to the opposite side, paid 
off in a 13-0 lead 11:18 into the first quarter. Thomas 
took a pitchout and headed left but handed off to Mc- 
Donald, who reversed right end and gunned 45 yards as 
Tom Emerson and Jerry Tubbs threw the key blocks. 

Harris’ 36-yard pass to Thomas was the first lick 
in a 53-yard foray launched just before the period ended. 
From the 17, Harris kept for nine and a roughing fine 
shoved State on down to the one, from where Thomas 
bolted through right tackle for the touchdown. Pricer 
placekicked it up to 20-0 with 54 seconds gone in the 
round. 

Doyle Jennings leaped on Bob Harden’s fumble at the 
I-State 27 to arrange the scenery for touchdown No. 4. 
A clipping penalty slowed the Sooners but Carl Dodd 
broke for 10 on a trap and Dale Sherrod spun 10 more 
on a fourth down play. Dodd legged left end to score 
from the two but missed the kick. 

Twenty-six seconds remained in the half when OU 
came into control at the Cyclone 45, and Harris hustled 
the Sooners into action four times in that span. After 
his screen pass was knocked down, Harris tossed 15 yards 
to end Don Stiller, who rolled out of bounds to preserve 
precious seconds. 

McDonald tripped along the right sideline for 15 to 
the 15, where he was tackled out of bounds. Then Harris 
hit Stiller with a payoff pass, the blond end benefitting 
from a downfield block by McDonald. Stiller reached the 
end zone with only 10 seconds to spare. Pricer missed 
the extra point try. 


Iowa State started the second half by driving to OU’s 
30, from where quarterback Charley Martin tried a pass. 
Jerry Tubbs intercepted on the 22, bowled over two foes 
and set sail for the goal 78 yards away, Bill Krisher, 
Joe Oujesky and Tom Emerson bumped defenders out 
of the way, Tubbs eluded the last man on the 10 and 
swan-dived into the end zone. It was 38-0 when Pricer 
missed the placement four minutes into the second half. 


Tubbs had a hand in arranging OU’s final tally, too. 
He cracked punt receiver Ron Pohl so hard he fumbled, 
end Joe Rector recovering on OU's 48. Pricer contributed 
a seven-yard gain along the way and Harris swirled eight 
to the one to set up Thomas’ scoring poke. Harris’ miss 
left the score at 44-0 with 13:13 left. 
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Oklahoma 67, Missouri 14 


Striking for six of their 10 touchdowns after enemy 
errors, Oklahoma’s aroused Sooners mauled Missouri, 
67-14, to protect their Big Seven championship as 57,000 
spectators whooped it up in Norman November 17. It 
was the highest score ever run up by a Bud Wilkinson 
team. 

Angry after being dropped out of first place in the 
national polls as a southern bloc flooded the ballot box 
with Auburn votes, the Sooners stampeded to a 53-0 lead 
in the first three quarters before pulling up in the stretch. 

OU fumbled the opening kickoff away on its 30 but 
threw the Tigers back to the 43 and Mizzou never had 
a chance after that. After taking over, the Sooners went 
all the way with Tommy McDonald's pass to Clendon 
Thomas netting 39 yards to the 24. The same battery 
took care of the 1l-yard scoring pitch, Harris converted 
and it was 7-0 with 4:12 used up. 

The Big Redmen were in the process of rumbling 
74 yards to a touchdown when the second round opened. 
Jimmy Harris tossed to Don Stiller for 13 during the 
drive, which ended with Thomas’ six-yard attack. Harris 
goaled 25 seconds into the stanza. 

After halting a Tiger fourth down try, Oklahoma 
scored the 21-0 six-pointer in three plays, Carl Dodd 
going 16 and David Baker 11 before Dodd drove the 
last eight yards with Bill Brown and Jay O'Neal blocking. 
Dodd added the point with 9:43 left in the half. 


That was enough time for two touchdowns. Harris 
set up the first by returning an intercepted pass 27 
yards. Harris pitched to Stiller for 34 yards during the 
four-play, 70-yard surge, which ended when McDonald 
flew around the right flank for 23 yards. Harris missed 
with 3:20 to go. 


Beating the halftime buzzer by 22 seconds, Harris 
and Stiller clicked on a 41-yard pass play and Harris 
upped OU’s advantage to 34-0. 

McDonald set himself up for a touchdown in the 
third quarter, intercepting a pass and then spurting 58 


yards around right end to score. 
good 5:21 after intermission. 

A little later, Dodd’s 33-yard punt runback carried 
to the nine and Jakie Sandefer fled seven yards around 
right end for the touchdown. Dodd dodged around the 
right side for the extra point, making it 47-0 with 6:47 
remaining in the round. 

Tiger Dave Doane, running deep in his own end of 


Ed Gray’s kick was no 
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the field, had the misfortune to meet tackle Byron Searcy, 
who caused a fumble to Steve Jennings on the 16. Johnny 
Pellow and Dale Sherrod split the distance needed, the 
latter counting, as the third team took over. David 
Rolle’s kick was no good but it was 53-0 after 40 minutes 
of action. 

Rolle’s fumble to Charles Mehrer on the Sooner 32 
finally gave the Tigers a scoring shot. Q-back Ken Clem- 
sen passed two yards to Fred Henge for the touchdown 
on a fourth down play and Charles Rash converted 1:17 
into the last round. 

The Sooners retaliated with Harris keeping for 24 
to the 31 and Baker sweeping right end for 20 and the 
touchdown, thanks to Brown’s block. Jay O’Neal kicked 
it up to 60-7 with 12:06 still to go. 

The third and fourth units shared a 5l-yard, eight- 
play sortie that featured Rolle’s run of 14 to the 18. Pel- 
low zoomed 15 and then assaulted left tackle for one and 
the touchdown. Rolle goaled and OU was through scor- 
ing with 5:59 left. 

Late in the game, Lyle Burris fumbled to center 
Bill Feind on OU’'s 38, setting up Clemson's 12-yard 
scoring pitch to end George Boucher on the last play 
of the game. Mehrer converted. 


Oklahoma 54, Nebraska 6 


Showing absolutely no pity for Pete Elliott, Okla- 
homa’s Sooners slaughtered the former Big Red assist- 
ant’s Nebraska Cornhuskers, 54-6, as 46,000 customers 
watched in Norman November 24. 

The Sooners, who rushed 506 yards and passed for 
150 more, scored on their first possession. Killing lick 
in the nine-play, 78-length movement was Clendon 
Thomas’ 54-yard trip to the nine. From the eight, Jimmy 
Harris tried right tackle, then flipped the ball wide to 
Tommy McDonald, who sashayed across. Harris hit the 
extra point and the boom was on 3:10 after the opening 
whistle. 


End Delbert Long pounced on Willie Greenlaw’s 
fumble at midfield and then grabbed a Carl Dodd pass 
for 18 yards to set up the second score. Dodd, cleared 
to the sideline by Doyle Jennings’ trap, picked up a down- 
field block from Bob Timberlake and strutted 32 yards 
to score. He added the point with 914 minutes gone. 

Elliott’s Huskers then salvaged some consolation by 
driving 74 yards to score on OU’s starters. Quarterback 
Gordon Englert completed three short passes, the last 
to end Clarence Cook for six yards and the touch- 
down. Larry Naviaux missed the placement 1:19 into 
the second round. 

OU struck back 64 yards wtth the kickoff, Harris 
keeping the final five to make it 20-6. John Bell’s boot 
was no good with 3:09 gone. 

The 27-6 tally came after Steve Jennings notched 
his third blocked punt of the campaign. He smothered 
George Harshman’s quick kick and recovered on the 11, 
from where Baker shot a running pass to Dodd for the 
touchdown. Dodd added the point. 


Harris and McDonald worked their long-range pass 
magic, this time for 46 yards, for OU’s next touchdown. 
McDonald made the over-the-shoulder catch at the five 
and folks were still whooping it up when Harris’ placement 
upped it to 34-6 with 1:43 to go in the half. 

First time around after intermission, the Sooners 
swarmed 69 yards in five thrusts, Pricer chopping 14 
and 10. From the 31, Harris rolled right but was cut off. 
He reversed his field, swung around a block by Thomas 
and went all the way. Harris missed 3:46 into round 
three. 

No. 2 fullback Bill Brown broke over the middle and 
frisked 53 yards to paydirt halfway through the third 
quarter, Jay O'Neal tacking on the 47-6 point from 
placement, 

Coach Bud Wilkinson let his seniors, who were bowing 
out at home, stay in as Harris passed to Thomas for 35, 
Thomas totaled 21 on two tries and McDonald added 19 
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to the Husker 23. ThenDale Sherrod’s club came in. On 
the seventh play, Sherrod kept for two and the touchdown. 
Hugh Ballard booted the extra point to close scoring 5:38 
from time to go. 


Oklahoma 53, Oklahoma A&M 0 


Flattening Oklahoma A&M by a 53-0 score for the 
second year in a row, Oklahoma’s Sooners extended their 
consecutive winning skein to 40 and clinched their second 
straight national championship before 37,000 spectators 
in Stillwater December 1. 

In the process of rushing 123 yards, halfback Clendon 
Thomas hit touchdown territory twice to sew up the 
major college scoring crown. 

The Sooners needed only three plays to pry open the 
floodgates. After the kickoff, Jimmy Harris veered 24 
yards around right end, Clendon Thomas bulldozed eight 
through right tackle and Billy Pricer surged 37 up the 
middle to score on the fullback counter play. Harris 
missed the extra point 79 second after the game began. 

The Sooners chugged 75 yards to make it 12-0. David 
Baker passed to Carl Dodd for 16 on first down and 
during the 14-play drive Thomas, McDonald and Pricer 
all chipped in 1l-length gains. Thomas dynamited over 
from a yard away but Aggie end Roland Butler blocked 
Harris’ kick with 14:14 gone, 

Next time around, the Cowboys had OU in fourth 
down difficulty at the A&M eight, but McDonald’s run- 
ning pass to Thomas solved the problem and Harris con- 
verted for a 19-0 lead 5:25 into the second stanza. 

A 47-yard, eight-play offensive by the alternates made 
it 26-0, Baker running right end for 16 and Jay O’Neal 
flipping to Dodd for 19 to the three. Baker carted a 
pitchout the rest of the way and Dodd goaled 5:31 
before halftime. 

One play after the kickoff, Poke halfback Dan North- 
cutt was rushed on a pass and his hurried effort was 
intercepted by O’Neal, who got a key block from Bob 
Timberlake during a 63-yard journey to the end zone. 
Baker's boot put the halftime reading of 33-0 on the 
scoreboard with 4:45 left. 

The Punchers tacked together their best offensive 
just before intermission, moving from their 25 to the 
OU 16 before losing possession. 

Fullback Bill Brown’s 20-yard jolt started OU’s sec- 
ond unit on a 14-play, 65-yard trek in the third round. 
Baker completed a pass to Dodd for nine and later 
swerved around right end for eight, seven and two, the 
latter netting the touchdown. Dodd’s kick made it 40- 
love 11:56 into the post intermission milling. 

The Sooner starters returned and swished 68 yards 
in five tries, Thomas hurtling 41 paces to the 17 and 
McDonald scoring from there. Harris’ conversion made 
it 47-0 only 20 seconds deep in the last quarter. 

Late in the game, Wilkinson inserted an all-senior 11 
which had tackle Ed Gray at right half. The outgoing 
Bid Redders ground out 77 yards in nine plays to score, 
letting Gray get the touchdown from the two. One of 
the shock troops’ little-recognized “tigers,” end Bill 
Harris, was elected to try the placement but a bad 
snap from center foiled his chance to score, 

The Sooners outrushed A&M, 520-72, with Thomas 
123 yards the result of 15 carries. McDonald lugged the 
ball 13 times for 75 yards, Pricer seven for 70, Harris 
11 for 67, Baker nine for 46, Robert Derrick five for 36, 
Bill Brown four for 34, Johnny Pellow three for 21, David 
Rolle three for 15, Dodd four for 14, O’Neal four for 
eight, Dale Sherrod three for eight and Gray once for two. 

In the air, the OU edge was 89-18, with Harris hit- 
ting one of three for 27, Baker two of three for 25, O’Neal 
one of one for 19, McDonald one of one for eight, Sher- 
rod one of two for six and Lonnie Holland one of one 
for four. 

For the Aggies, Everett Wood got 34 yards on 12 
tries, Jim Wiggins 18 on four, Duane Wood 13 on five, 
Northcutt 11 on six, Billy West 10 on four and Keith 
Kashwer four on three. 
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Before the 1959 football season Bill Connors, executive sports editor of the Tulsa World, 
invited writers who have covered Oklahoma football during Bud Wilkinson’s reign to vote 
for an All-Time, All-Wilkinson team. 


The balloting put Max Boydston (class of 1954) and Jim Owens (’49) at ends, Jim 
Weatherall (’51) and Wade Walker(’49) at tackles, Stan West (’49) and J. D. Roberts (’53) 
at guards, Jerry Tubbs (’56) at center, Eddie Crowder (52) at quarterback, Billy Vessels 
(52) and Tommy McDonald (’56) at halfback slots and Leon Heath (’50) at fullback. 


Tough as it was to narrow the fine field of Sooner footballers to 11, it’s even harder 
trying to pick a “Top 22,” in the manner Wilkinson uses in putting together his grid jugger- 
nauts at OU. The perfect example is center. Tubbs received fewer votes than any member 
of the Tulsa paper’s All-Star team, 11, but was named Outstanding Lineman of the Wilkin- 
son era because of the opposition he faced in the poll. The list includes John Rapacz (’47), 
Tom Catlin (’52), Kurt Burris (54) and Bob Harrison (58), not to mention Pete Tillman 
(°48), Harry Moore (’50) and Charley Dowell.(’49). 


Then there’s the situation at guard. West and Roberts nudged such standouts as Buddy 
Burris (’48), Bo Bolinger (’55), Bill Krisher (’57), and Clair Mayes (’50), plus Dee Andros 
(49), Roger Nelson (53), Cecil Morris ('55), Norman McNabb (’50) and Dick Bowman 
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TACKLES TACKLES CENTER 





JIM WEATHERALL WADE WALKER HOMER PAINE LEON MANLEY JERRY TUBBS BOB HARRISON 
1949-1950-1951 1947-1948-1949 1947-1948 1947-1948-1949 1954-1955-1956 1956-1957-1958 


HALFBACKS HALFBACKS FULLBACKS 





BILLY VESSELS TOMMY McDONALD JUNIOR THOMAS CLENDON THOMAS LEON HEATH BUCK McPHAIL 
1950-1951-1952 1954-1955-1956 1947-1948-1949 1955-1956-1957 1948-1949-1950 1950-1951-1952 


(52). And at quarterback Crowder won in close balloting over Jack Mitchell (’48), Darrell 
Royal (’49), Claude Arnold (’50) and Jimmy Harris (’56). 


Similar almost-impossible choices are faced in every position but herewith the editors of 
“Thirteen Years of Winning Oklahoma Football” present their pick of Bud Wilkinson’s 
All-Time Top 22: 


Ends—Max Boydston, Jim Owens, Carl Allison and Frankie Anderson. Tackles—Jim 
Weatherall, Wade Walker, Homer Paine and Leon “Willie” Manley. Guards—Stan West, 
J. D. Roberts, Bill Krisher and Bo Bolinger. Centers—Jerry Tubbs and Bob Harrison. Quar- 
terbacks—Eddie Crowder and Jimmy Harris. Halfbacks—Billy Vessels, Tommy McDonald, 
Junior Thomas and Clendon Thomas. Fullbacks—Leon Heath and Buck McPhail. 


In view of the controversial nature of such choices, the editors also wish to list ““Players 
to whom we don’t want to explain our picks in dark alleys:” 


Ends—Don Stiller, John Reddell and Joe Rector. Tackles—Ed Rowland, Ed Gray and 
G. A. Lewis. Guards—Dee Andros, Roger Nelson, Cecil Morris and Clair Mayes. Centers— 
John Rapacz, Tom Catlin and Kurt Burris. Quarterbacks—Jack Mitchell, Darrell Royal, 
Claude Arnold, Gene Calame and Bobby Boyd. MHalfbacks—Lindell Pearson, Bob Burris 
and Larry Grigg. Fullbacks—Prentice Gautt and Billy Pricer. 
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fans who 
know the 


© Score... 


to the 
Game! 


Next time you go to the big game, don’t buck the 
line with those tight highway formations. 
Take to the air... via Braniff — arrive refreshed 







and on time on Braniff. 


Same goes for business travel. 
Fly on the winning team combination — Braniff 


and the Boeing 707-227 El Dorado Super Jet... 
world’s fastest jetliner (both first class and tourist), 


Phone your travel agent or nearest 
Braniff office. 


BRANIFF“<--.-AIRWAYS 


Braniff serves more major cities in the U.S.A. and South America than any other airline. 
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; 19057 History’s Winningest Team Finally Loses. 
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Quarterback David Baker prepares to hand off to Bobby Boyd during the Notre Dame struggle. 





Scoreboard Big Red Accomplishments 

Oklahoma 26 Pittsburgh 0 

Oklahoma 40 lowa State 14 

Oklahoma 21 Texas 7 

Oklahoma 47 Kansas 0 

Oklahoma 14 Colorado 13 =e 

Oklahoma 13 Kansas State 0 THOMAS KRISHER 

Oklahoma 39 Missouri 14 

Oklahoma O Notre Dame 7 

Oklahoma 32 Nebraska 7 : 

Oklahoma 53 Oklahoma State 6 ff TEAM-Won Orne, foul vorhy by desing Dube, 48-21, Won Big Seven championship, Vote 
Orange Bowl before losing to Notre Dame; Ran national record for number of consecutive games scored in to 123 

Oklahoma 48 Duke 21 before blanked by Notre Dame; Set national record for number of rushing plays in a season (679). 

333 10-1-0 89 INDIVIDUAL—Clendon Thomas and Bill Krisher made All-America. 





Co-Captains— Team Roster 
- Baer, Gary HB 182 Salina, Kan. Marchbank, Gerry C 193 Wichita Fells, Texas 
Baker, David OB 18 Bartlesville McDaniel, Wahoo FB 202 Midland, Texas 


Bowman, Chuck G 


3 
195 Ponca City Moore, Billy Jack G 194 Ada 
Bobby HB 175 





Boyd Garland, Texas Morford. Bob T 195 Lawton 
Bradley, Lester G 214 Cushing Morris, Dennit FB aiz... Toke 
As Saeed Carpenter, Dick WB 173 Breckenridge, Texas Nelson, Don FB 205 Midwest City 
Corbitt, Dick G 191 Altus Northcutt, Ken G 194 #£2Wichita Falls, Texas 
f Corff, John G 230 Alexandria, La. O'Neal, Benton QB 164 Ada 
Coyle, Ross = E 183 Marlow Qujesky, Joe G 192 _ Fort Worth, Texas 
Davis, Jim Cc 197 Tyler, Texas Payne, Jerry Cc 187 Breckenridge, Texas 
Dodd, Carl QB 187 Norman Pellow, John HB 16] Enid 
Durham, Jere E 188 Muskogee Rector, Joe £ 195 Muskogee 
Evans, Dick E 182 Midwest City ; Rolle, David FB 200 Poteau 
Gautt, Prentice HB 193 Oklahoma City Rowe, Jared HB 159 Ponca Citv 
wu pe 3 “ S. oe ee eg re Sandefer, Jakie HB 170 Breckenridge, Texas 
; arrison , 
Bon" iar, Shewoeee 96 pee SS Ss Hobby, Brewster HE 165. Midwest City Scorty, Byron <r '203. ‘For! Worth, Texas 
Thomas, Oklahoma City. Holt, Jackie HB 172 Gainesville, Texas ‘Gl FR 193  Healdton’ 
Horne, Lee E— 198  Holdenville sears, Glenn a0 
Jackson, Mickey E 198 Hillsboro, Texas Sherrod, Dale ¥ 174 Odessa, Texas 
= Jennings, Doyle 5 i 213 Lawton Shilling, Cloyd 219 Sweetwater, Texas 
: Jennings, Steve E 207 Ardmore Stiller, Don E 202 Shawnee i 
/ Sooner Assistants— Johnson, Mickey Cc 198 Comanche Talbott, George E 209 Oklahoma Sey 
Krisher, Bill G aa 9 Mises cage Bribe sas riot ge won se ity 
. t T 4 ahoma City ompson, 
Gomer Jones, Sam Lyle, Ted Youngling, oe ee im tT (308 Saye Thorne, Delmas T (193 Walters 
‘ awrence, J! B 171 Breckenridge, Texas 
- Eddie Crowder, Jay O'Neal, and Gene Levonitis, Bill E 183 Tulsa Watts, Bennett Q oer 
: . Lewis, Gilmer T 200 Wichita Falls, Texas Wells, Ben T 195 a 


Calame. 
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1957 


On Gray November Day at Norman, Irish Storm Fortress and 
End Longest Winning String at 47—Consolation at Miamt 


Oklahoma 26, Pittsburgh 0 


Striding along arm in arm, Oklahoma and Lady Luck 
trampled Pittsburgh, 26-0, before an audience of 58,942 
in the Pennsylvania metropolis September 21, the Sooners 
scoring two of their touchdowns after Panther fumbles 
and benefitting from a penalty and deflected pass on 
their other two scoring drives. 

David Baker spiralled a punt out on Pitt’s 11 late 
in the initial period and the return kick left the Sooners 
one yard shy of the 50. The Normans needed nine plays 
to score, plus a 15-yard personal foul fine that shoved 
Pitt back to the 27. It was fourth down and four to go 
on the 12 when Jakie Sandefer flipped a running pass 
to end Joe Rector, who made a leaping catch in the end 
zone. Carl Dodd added the extra point 2:20 deep in 
round two. 

On the first play after the second half kickoff, Rector 
racked Kaliden, forcing a wild pitchout that Dennit Mor- 
ris grabbed on the Panther 20. On OU's third play, 
Thomas reversed through left tackle inside Bill Krisher’s 
trap block on the end and scooted 13 yards to score, 
running over two defenders along the route. Dodd goaled 
for a 14-0 lead only 65 seconds into the third period. 

Again disaster struck the Pittsburghs on the initial 
play from scrimmage. Left half Dick Haley, hit hard by 
Krisher, fumbled and Dodd recovered on the 33. Sande- 
fer’s 12-yard touchdown trip was erased by a clipping 
penalty that pushed OU back to the 20 but Dodd passed 
to end Don Stiller for 17 and a six-pointer that counted. 
Dodd’s miss left the score at 20-0 only 3:09 after the 
last half opened. 

Boyd’s bobbing, weaving, 3l-yard punt return put 
Oklahoma 24 yards from paydirt midway of the period. 
Once again a penalty wiped out a score, holding being 
called on a 19-yard pitch from Baker to Boyd. Attacking 
again from the 35, OU blocked Dick Carpenter nine yards 
in two thrusts. 

Then Baker, the alternate team quarterback, lofted a 
pass to the left-hand corner of the field, where Boyd and 
two defenders leaped for it at the 12. The ball hit a 
Pitt player’s helmet and bounced downfield. 

Carpenter, deep man on the pass pattern, alertly 
raced back, snatched the ball, turned and scampered into 
the end zone to complete a 26-yard scoring play. David 
Rolle’s unsuccessful placekick left the final count at 26-0 
with 21 minutes left to play. 


Oklahoma 40, lowa State 14 


Iowa State’s surprising Cyclones gave Oklahoma's 
Sooners a dose of their own ball control medicine at Nor- 
man October 5, launching 91 plays to OU’s 64, but the 
Wilkinsons cashed in on a fumble, short punt, two inter- 
ceptions, a cross-country kick return and long pass to 
breeze in, 40-14, before 55,000 fans. 

Early in the fray, State tailback Dwight Nichols was 
cracked by Ken Northcutt and fumbled to OU center 
Bob Harrison 20 yards from touchdown land. After an 
errant pitchout cost the Sooners seven yards, Clendon 
Thomas traipsed 12 and eight and Jakie Sandefer seven 
to set up Carl Dodd’s two-yard quarterback sneak to the 
touchdown. Dodd's try for another point was no good 
at the 6:27 marker. 

Late in the quarter, Jim Lary’s weak punt let OU 
take over on the Iowans’ 32. Thomas’ 11-yard sprint 
carried to the end zone with 14:06 played but Dodd 
missed the placement again. 

Thomas intercepted a Nichols aerial on the next 
series and romped 15 yards to the State 20. Jakie San- 
defer’s six-yard pitch to Thomas carried to the eight, 
from where Dodd faked a pitchout and cut off left tackle 
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to score. His conversion made it 19-0 only 49 seconds 
into the second round, 

The Cyclones rebounded, tailback Pete Goeser and 
end Gale Gibson putting together a 40-yard pass play 
that reached the 19. Nichols came in a play later and 
passed 18 yards to Gibson for the touchdown. Tackle 
Lyle Carlson converted 314 minutes before it was time 
to rest. 

An interception triggered OU’'s first post-intermis- 
sion scoring drive, Ross Coyle one-handing the ball out 
of the grasp of receiver Mary Walter on the Sooner 41. 
Big blows during an 11-play safari were David Baker's 
13-yard pass to Bobby Boyd, Dick Carpenter’s nine-stride 
jaunt and Baker's 16-length keeper through right tackle 
to the three. Another Baker keep paid off from a yard 
away and David Rolle added the 26-7 point with 12:48 
gone. 

One series afterward, Cyclone end Chuck Latting 
punted. Sandefer fielded the ball on his 19 and flashed 
all the way. Blocks by Dennit Morris and Joe Rector 
got Sandefer to the sideline and he cut inside Nichols 
at the 25. Nichols pursued and tripped Sandefer on the 
goal as the quarter ended. Dodd booted the OU lead 
up to 33-7. 

Baker’s recovery of an errant State pitchout set the 
scenery for another cross-country spectacular. From his 
95, Baker passed to Coyle, who careened 61 yards and 
then lateralled off to Boyd for nine more. The 70-yard 
burst put OU on the five and Boyd drilled left tackle to 
count from the one, Rolle’s placement making it 40-7 
with 6:31 left. 

Prentice Gautt fumbled and Brian Dennis recovered 
to give the Cyclones their second scoring opportunity 
from the 18. A Nichols to Dennis pass netted nine yards 
and the score only six seconds from the end. Gib- 
son converted. 


Oklahoma 21, Texas 7 


Pass interceptions were in the spotlight as Oklahoma 
toppled Texas, 21-7, before 75,504 witnesses in Dallas’ 
Cotton Bowl October 12, each club making thievery pay 
off for a touchdown and the Sooners stopping the Steers’ 
bid for a tie with center Jim Davis’ bit of burglary in 
the fourth quarter. 

Early in the fray, Walt Fondren’s 60-yard quick kick 
died on the OU six and two plays later Longhorn left 
half Mickey Smith intercepted a Carl Dodd pass and 
returned eight yards to the 17. Fullback Max Alvin 
Alvis struck for nine yards and Fondren flipped a scor- 
ing shot to end Monte Lee from the five. Fondren’s 
placement furnished Darrell Roval’s first Steer unit a 7-0 
lead 5:40 into the game. 

The Sooners strained 66 yards in 18 plays for the 
get-even touchdown. Dodd's nine-yard pass to end Joe 
Rector revived the drive when it was on the verge of 
collapse and Clendon Thomas reversed through the left 
side for 10 big yards to the Texas 10. From the three, 
Thomas splintered right tackle for the six-pointer and 
Dodd deadlocked the score with a placekick 3:09 into 
the second quarter. 

Texas got a good break when a_penalty-nullified 
quick kick of 70 yards to the eight was followed by 
Baker’s short punt to his 35. But Bill Krisher went on a 
defensive rampage on two straight plays. On the second, 
he knocked a Steer guard into quarterback Joe Clements, 
causing a fumble to Dennit Morris on the Sooner 42. 

At the start of the second half Lackey and Boyd 
swapped interceptions for the second time before OU 
put together an 80-yard drive to the go-ahead tally. Dick 
Carpenter's 16-yard run carried to the OU 48 and a 
personal foul fine shoved the Steers back to their 28 
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The first unit returned at that point and seven plays later 
Sandefer blitzed left guard to score from the one. Dodd’s 
boot made it 14-7 with 13:34 gone. 

The Royals, who had 11 sophomores in the top 22, 
made their move toward a tie early in the fourth round, 
punching 58 yards to the OU 10 as Fondren passed to end 
Maurice Doke for 13 and left half Clifford Grubbs for 22. 


OU’s alternates were in when Fondren retreated for 
another pass. Steve Jennings, playing on a lame ankle, 
hustled in and hit Fondren's arm and the resulting short, 
wobbly toss was intercepted by Davis, who pranced 96 
yards to an apparent touchdown. However, Ross Coyle 
was called for clipping and OU was set back to its 35, 
eventually punting over the goal. 

Two-thirds of the way through the final round, Fond- 
ren passed on a second and nine situation from his 21. 
Jakie Sandefer intercepted on the 40 and got back to the 
original line of scrimmage. After Baker’s pass to end 
Don Stiller netted 19 to the two, Dodd came in and 
sneaked over in two tries. Dodd’s boot sacked it up at 
21-7 with only 2:02 to go. 

OU outrushed the Steers, 303-71, but was out-yarded 
in the air, 100-24. Sooner rushing leader was Sandefer, 


Dick Lynch, Notre Dame halfback, churns into the endzone for the touchdown that broke Oklahoma's 47-game winning streak, 


whose 11 carries produced 69 yards. Thomas got 51 on 
16, Morris 50 on 15, Carpenter 48 on 12, Baker 24 on 
six, Dodd 21 on eight, David Rolle 20 on six and Boyd 
20 on seven. 


Oklahoma 47, Kansas 0 


Guard Dick Corbitt caused two fumbles that led to 
touchdowns and the alternate unit accounted for five of 
Oklahoma's seven scores as the Sooners scrubbed Kansas, 
47-0, before a throng of 50,000 in Norman October 19. 

Kansas gambled itself into quick trouble, its onside 
kickoff being policed up by center Bob Harrison on the 
OU 48. Carl Dodd guided the Sooners to paydirt in 10 
plays, Clendon Thomas sashaying seven yards through 
the right side for the touchdown. Dodd added the seventh 
point from placement with 2:39 gone. 
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The Sooners, who had recovered from a siege of Asian 
flu while the Hawks had not, wrapped it up with two 
touchdowns in a span of 31 seconds late in the first round. 

David Rolle’s interception of quarterback Duane 
Morris’ pass and a penalty on KU led to the 14-0 score. 
During the 11-play, 51-yard foray, Dick Carpenter gained 
nine and Rolle eight. David Baker slid off right tackle 
for four and the score. Baker added the extra point 
11:09 into the opening round. 


One play after the kickoff, Corbitt shook Homer 
Floyd loose from the ball and plopped on it at the Jay 18. 
Baker threw an all-the-way pass to Rolle, tapped through 
the placekick and it was a 21-0 cinch with 11:40 gone, 


In the second quarter Thomas punted KU into a 
hole and the Jays’ return boot expired 37 yards from the 
end zone. Carpenter skipped 12 yards to the 16 and the 
last seven lengths were covered with a pass from Bobby 
Boyd to Carpenter. Baker missed the kick at 8:29 of 
the quarter, leaving the halftime count at 27-0. 


Baker picked off a Morris aerial and roared 25 yards 
to the Jay 11 and Rolle crashed the rest of the way on 
one play to make it 33-0 with 11 minutes elapsed in the 
second half, Baker mis-cueing the placekick. 





Eighty-two seconds later, OU had another touch- 
down, Corbitt arranging it by separating KU's McKown 
from the ball. Jerry Thompson fell on it at the Jay 16 
and Baker used two keeper treks to score, collecting eight 
yards at right tackle and the same amount to the left. 
Boyd’s placement made it 40-0 with 17:38 left. 

Thomas traveled 49 yards on five tries during OU’s 
69-length move to its final touchdown. One Thomas trip 
was for 18. From the 26, Jakie Sandefer circled right 
end for seven, Thomas trekked 10 around the other side 
and four on a reverse and Sandefer shot outside the 
right flank for the final five. Dodd’s conversion closed 
scoring 8:02 ahead of the gun. 

With Thomas covering 120 yards on 15 jaunts, Sande- 
fer 76 on 12 and Baker 55 on nine, the Sooners piled up 
418 yards rushing to KU’s 107. Dennit Morris finished 


with a reading of 7-for-34, Carpenter 5-for-30, Rolle 5- 
for-28, Brewster Hobby 5-for-27, fullback Wahoo Mc- 
Daniel 5-for-21, Dodd 9-for-18, Bennett Watts 3-for-6, 
Prentice Gautt 1l-for-5, Boyd 2-for-2, Dale Sherrod 4- 
for 0 and Benton O'Neal 1-for-minus 4. 


Oklahoma 14, Colorado 13 


The biggest audience in Big Seven history, 61,700, 
watched Colorado throw its annual scare into Oklahoma 
at Norman October 26, the Buffaloes owning a 13-7 lead 
in the fourth quarter before being subdued, 14-13, by a 
Clendon Thomas-triggered counterattack, perfect place- 
kicks by quarterbacks David Baker and Carl Dodd and 
guard Bill Krisher’s befouling of a Buff extra point try. 

The Sooners scored first, the stage being set by 
Thomas’ 67-yard quick kick. Colorado guard Sherman 
Pruit, who was trying to throw a block,touched the ball 
with his foot and OU tackle Jerry Thompson alertly 
pounced on it at the Buff 13. Bobby Boyd worked the 
inside reverse off right tackle for nine yards and the 
touchdown, Baker booting the 7-0 point 12:34 after the 
opening whistle. 

After a pointless second stanza, the Sooners fell on 
hard times three plays into a_ post-intermission milling. 
Thomas’ pass was deflected by Jakie Sandefer, CU tail- 
back Bob Stransky intercepted and dashed 40 yards to 
score 72 seconds deep in the quarter. Ellwin Indorf tried 
for the tying point but Krisher steamed in and shoved a 
Colorado blocker back into the ball. 

One play after the kickoff, Dodd dribbled the ball to 
guard Bill Mondt on the Sooner 26. Stymied there, 
CU sent center Charlie Brown back to try a fieldgoal but 
Thomas boomed in to block it. 

Just before round three ended, Colorado launched 
the 45-yard, 1l-play trip that put OU’s 44-game winning 
streak in mortal danger. Blocking back Ralph Herbst 
tossed 16 yards to end Bob Munson on the 18 and the 
Buffs bulled on down to the eight. 

From there, Stransky drifted to his right, searching 
for a receiver. He was hit by Krisher but, as he fell, 
flipped an eight-yard pass to Boyd Dowler in the end 
zone. After the game, OU’s Bud Wilkinson called the 
pass “as fine an individual effort as I have ever seen.” 
Indorf converted to make it 13-7 for Colorado with 13:49 
remaining. 

The Sooners didn’t need nearly that long to hop 
back out front. Thomas thundered 29 yards with the 
ensuing kickoff, the last defender downing him on OU’s 
47. The Sooners faced fourth and one trouble at the 
CU 44 but Dodd wheeled around right end and churned to 
the 34. Sandefer slammed straight ahead for two, Thomas 
did likewise for five and then Thomas toured left end 
for seven to the 19. 

Sandefer negotiated right end to the 15 and Dennit 
Morris muscled seven for a first down at the eight on a 
fullback counter. Then Thomas took a pitchout and 
swung around the left flank to score, Dodd and Morris 
rooting Buffs out of his way. That left it up to Dodd 
and he toed the placement true 4:34 into the last round. 

OU posted a slim, 250-213 edge in rushing but was 
outpassed, 54-0, as Thomas and Dodd missed a total of 
seven passes. In the infantry department, Sandefer 
traveled 58 yards in 11 trips, Thomas 50 in 12, Dodd 42 
in 14, Morris 40 in nine, Baker 21 in seven, Boyd 21 
in three, David Rolle 19 in three and Dick Carpenter a 
minus one in one. 

After OU’s 14-13 squeaker past Colorado, Topeka 
scribe Dick Snider described the Sooners when they 
trailed, 13-7, in the last round as “a football elephant 
hanging over the brink of defeat with its tail wrapped 
around a daisy.” 


Oklahoma 13, Kansas State 0 


The 100th triumph of Bud Wilkinson’s coaching ca- 
reer, and Oklahoma's 46th in succession, was achieved 
before 15,000 witnesses in Manhattan November 2 as 
the Sooners sloshed to a 13-0 decision over Kansas State 
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on a wet field. 

After a clipping call cancelled Bobby Boyd's 50-yard 
punt return to the 18 in the scoreless first stanza, Clendon 
Thomas’ kicking and punt return arranged touchdown 
No. 1. Thomas punted 56 yards, center Bob Harrison 
lassoed the receiver on the nine and when K-State 
booted out, Clendon stepped back 16 yards to the 35. 

On a third down play from that point, Thomas scram- 
bled six and fumbled but tackle Byron Searcy recovered 
to leave the Wilkinsons face to face with a fourth and 
four roadblock. They shifted into a single wing forma- 
tion, strong to the left, and Thomas slanted off tackle 
for eight. 

Two carries by Carl Dodd and a pair more by full- 
back Dennit Morris took OU to the 10, then Morris 
blared four and Thomas six for the touchdown. Dodd 
added the seventh point 7:42 into the second period. 

Two-thirds of the way through the third heat. guard 
Dick Corbitt blocked Keith Wilson’s punt, end Steve 
Jennings caught it in the air and plowed four yards to 
the K-State 43. Bobby Boyd loped 11 and Dick Carpenter 
reversed through the left side for eight more to the 19. 
Boyd’s pass to Jennings netted 18 to the one, from where 
Boyd barged over. Baker's kick was low, leaving the OU 
advantage at 13-0 with 11:23 gone in the second half. 

Thomas covered 75 yards on 17 thrusts as the 
Sooners posted a 232-80 advantage in rushing. Dodd 
got 40 on 11, Carpenter 39 on seven, Boyd 31 on seven, 
Morris 28 on eight, David Rolle 15 on five, David Baker 
seven on 1] and Jakie Sandefer five on two, 


Oklahoma 39, Missouri 14 


Oklahoma's high-riding Sooners stampeded to their 
47th consecutive victory and clinched an Orange Bowl 
berth by blasting Missouri 39-14, with what coach Bud 
Wilkinson described as their “best performance of the 
season” before 39,500 fans in Columbia November 9. 

Oklahoma vpened a 7-0 gap by poking 57 vards in 
14 plays after end Steve Jennings corralled Don Mason’s 
fumble. A holding penalty shoved the Sooners back from 
the eight to 21 but Dick Carpenter scored from the 16, 
starting left but detouring around the right flank. David 
Baker kicked the extra point for a 7-0 lead at the quarter. 

Clendon Thomas punted out on the Tiger seven and 
Bob Haas booted out to the Mizzou 49 a third of the 
way through round two. The Sooners scored in nine 
plays with Bobby Boyd, who was subbing for the shaken- 
up Sandefer, reversing for 18 to the 18. Boyd probed 
left tackle to score from the four and Dodd's missed 
placement left it 13-0 with 8:40 remaining in the half. 

Missouri climbed back into contention as quarter- 
back Phil Snowden completed four passes for 49 yards 
on a 76-length, nine-play counterattack. Snowden kept 
over right tackle for one yard and six points 544 minutes 
in front of intermission and Charlie Rash’s conversion 
made it 13-7. 

The Sooners tromped 63 yards to the one with the 
second half kickoff but surrendered possession there. 
However, Carpenter picked off a Snowden pass shortly 
thereafter and returned eight yards to the Tiger 22. Baker 
lugged the ball on two of the next three plays, a piling 
penalty pushed Mizzou to the one and Baker scurried 
across, also adding the 20-7 point. 

A 13-play, 83-yard excursion was in progress when 
round three expired. Big gainers were Boyd’s 16-yard re- 
verse to the right, Carpenter's 22-yard aerial to end Ross 
Coyle and fullback Dennit Morris’ nine-yard bolt. Dodd 
leaned into the end zone from two lengths out but the 
score stayed at 26-7 when he missed the placekick 37 
seconds into the fourth quarter. 

Morris short-circuited a Snowden pass and stormed 
10 yards to Mizzou’'s 46 to trigger a five-play foray to 
touchdown No. 5. Thomas passed 12 yards to end Don 
Stiller, then swirled around left end 18 to the two. 
Thomas galloped left again for the score. Morris, trying 
for the extra point from the 24 because of a holding 
penalty, was wide. 


* 





Missouri got its second touchdown after guard Mike 
Magac covered Baker's bobble on the OU 41. Fullback 
Hank Kuhlmann made nine, then went all the way on 
the next try. Rash kicked goal and it was 32-14 with 6:37 
remaining. 

Late in the game Haas went back to punt but got a 
bad snap from center and was tackled on his 23 by Ken 
Northeutt. After Sandefer passed to Morris on the 13, 
OU’s third unit came in. Glenn Sears rammed five, Ben- 
nett Watts realized six yards from two trips and Prentice 
Gautt rambled around left end for two and the touch- 
down. Dale Sherrod converted. 

On the last play of the game, Brewster Hobby was 
hauled down on the Tiger three after carting an inter- 
cepted pass 66 yards. 


Notre Dame 7, Oklahoma 0 


The walls of Victory-ville came tumbling down at 
Norman November 16, Notre Dame’s Fighting Irish fash- 
ioning an 80-yard drive in the fourth quarter to scissor 
Oklahoma's proud 47-game victory string, 7-0, before an 
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Center Bob Harrison jars Oklahomo State's Larry Rundle. 


Owen Stadium outpouring of 62,800 in Norman November 
16. 

The first shutout pinned on Oklahoma in 123 games 
doomed Sooner players to the first defeat they'd ever tasted 
in college. And ironically the team that defeated the 
Wilkinsons was the last one that had accomplished that 
feat before the OUers started their winning skein in 1953. 


Oklahoma's longest advance of the afternoon was its 
first, the Sooners spurting 53 yards to the 13 as Carl Dodd 
passed to Dennit Morris for 11 and later turned in a 12- 
yard gain. But on fourth down at the 13, with three 
needed, Dodd's pass was broken up by guard Al Ecuyer. 

The Sooners had another good shot from the Notre 
Dame 41 late in the first round. Dodd solved one fourth 
down problem but after Clendon Thomas’ seven-yard 
saunter to the 24, the OUs were in fourth and one dif- 
ficulty there. On the first play of the second quarter, 
Dodd fumbled, kicked the ball while reaching for it and 
Irish fullback Nick Pietrosante recovered back at the 48. 

The Notre Dames drove to the Sooner three with 
Bob Williams passing to James Colosimo for 10, Richard 
Royer for nine, Pietrosante for 10 and Colosimo again 
for nine. 

The Sooners dug in and Pietrosante’s first-down belt 
netted only a vard as Ross Coyle and Bob Harrison halted 
him. When Pietrosante carried again, Harrison and Doyle 
Jennings stopped him on the one. After Bill Krisher 
and Ken Northeutt zeroed halfback Dick Reynolds on 
third down, sub fullback Jim Just butted left tackle. He 
was stopped short of the goal, bounced back and tried 
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to run left end but was hauled down. 

After Thomas punted out to the 46, the Irish fought 
to the 15 before bogging down. On fourth down at that 
point, Notre Dame faked a field goal and Williams passed 
to Just, who was tackled on the six by Sooner center Jim 
Davis. Two plays later, however, David Baker made a 
one-handed interception of Reynolds’ running pass in the 
end zone to preserve the scoreless tie. 

OU used the accurate punting of Thomas and Baker 
in bidding for the break which would win it in the third 
round, First. Thomas booted dead on the Irish four. On 
the second down, Harrison and end Don Stiller hooked 
Williams’ arm and he fumbled. But Notre Dame re- 
covered. 

The Sooners couldn’t move from the _ Irish 
44 after the punt out and Baker kicked to the three. 
Later, Baker rocked the visitors with a punt to the seven. 
But the Irish weren’t fumbling and the Sooners weren't 
moving and finally one of Thomas’ boots rolled over the 
goalline. 

Notre Dame, given possession on its 20 with 12:51 
left, scrapped all the way in 20 plays, 19 of them on the 
ground. Pietrosante solved two crucial third-down yardage 
problems with bucks of six and seven yards while carry- 
ing eight times and Reynolds tossed in the longest gain 
of the drive, an 11l-yarder. 

The only aerial shot of the movement was Williams’ 
10-yard jump pass to Royer on the 19. At the 12, Wil- 
liams fumbled. The ball was all by its lonesome, as con- 
spicuous as Khrushchev at a gathering of capitalists, for 
what seemed like a full minute. But it was actually only 
seconds until Williams clawed along the ground and 
grabbed it back at the 16. 

On a third and seven play, halfback Dick Lynch 
lunged eight to the eight on a trap play and when Pietro- 
sante added four, OU’s starters returned to the game. 
After Lynch was blanked and Williams got one it was 
fourth down at the three. Williams’ quick pitchout to 
Lynch caught Sooner defenders sucked in and Lynch 
rocketed around right end to score untouched. Monte 
Stickles’ placekick made it 7-0 with 3:50 left. 

With the clock showing 1:22 to go, OU had pos- 
session on its 39. Wilkinson inserted fresh troops, hoping 
they’d be able to outmaneuver the tiring Notre Dames, 
On the first play, Bennett Watts passed 10 yards to half- 
back Johnny Pellow. 

Then Watts uncorked a long pass. End Joe Rector 
deflected the ball and Pellow made a diving catch for a 
pickup of 27 to the Irish 24. Sooner spirits soared but 
on the next play Dale Sherrod’s long pass was intercepted 
in the end zone by Williams. 


Bud Wilkinson, whose Sooners left the field after 
playing Notre Dame with a no-game winning streak, 
said, “We lost to a great football team. We have no 
regrets, other than that we tried hard and lost.” 


Oklahoma 32, Nebraska 7 


Oklahoma’s Sooners suffered through a 20-minute 
hangover from their Notre Dame binge when they faced 
Nebraska at Lincoln November 23, but steadied to wipe 
out a 7-0 first quarter deficit and frolicked to a 32-7 
victory over the Huskers before 30,000 disappointed spec- 
tators. 

The Sooners got the opening kickoff to only the nine- 
yard line and a short punt left Nebraska only 37 yards 
from touchdown-ville. Right half Larry Naviaux looped 
left for 16 and quarterback Harry Tolly hit end Max 
Martz for 18 to put it on the eight. From the six, 
Naviaux flipped a running pass to left half Doug Thomas 
for the touchdown. Center Dick Prusia converted with 
the fracas only 5:05 old. 

The Sooners then took charge but their first two 
drives fizzled, the first one at the eight. Next time around, 
the OUs pulled a trick play out of the hat. 

With the ball resting on a hashmark, 18 yards from 
the sideline, the Sooners huddled in the middle of the 
field. Bob Harrison ran to the ball but instead of taking 
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his usually centering stance picked it up and underhanded 
it to Clendon Thomas, who followed his huddled mates 
50 yards to the 10. However, the Sooners lost possession 
on the one. 

Thomas’ 26-yard punt return to the Husker 14 set 
up OU's first touchdown, which was scored from the 12 
by David Baker on a keeper. But Baker missed the 
extra point and Nebraska still led, 7-6, 4:52 into round 
two. 

The Sooners went 56 yards in 12 plays for the take- 
the-lead tally, with Brewster Hobby hurtling 13 on 4 
trap play and ripping around right end for the last six 
yards. Again Baker missed but OU led, 12-7, with 4:22 
to go to intermission, 

Moments later, Nebraska's Doug Thomas caught a 
pass but was hit hard by OU's Clendon Thomas and 
fumbled to Dennit Morris on the Husker 38. Thomas 
sailed 21 yards around left end to the 12 and Jakie Sande- 
fer flamed the rest of the way around the other flank. 
This time Carl Dodd missed the placekick, leaving the 
OU lead at 18-7 the final 96 seconds of the first half. 

Before the clock started in the third quarter, OU had 
another touchdown. Morris kicked off into the Nebraska 
end zone and when Husker halfback Carroll Zaruba didn't 
cover the ball, Sooner end Joe Rector made a diving 
recovery for a touchdown. Dodd converted for a 25-7 
bulge. 

The Sooners wound up scoring with an eight-play, 
63-yard foray. David Rolle whirled eight. Baker netted 
a dozen yards on two thrusts and Hobby shot a running 
pass to Dick Carpenter for 12. Rolle rumbled 11 more, 
Carpenter reversed over left tackle for 16 to the three 
and Hobby buzzed around right end to score from the 
one. Rolle’s conversion made it 32-7 with 3:01 to go. 

In the fading moments, Nebraska surged to the 
Sooner three but lost the ball on downs. 

Top man as OU outrushed the Huskers, 349-117, was 
Thomas, who needed only four chances to amass 75 
yards, Carpenter carried seven times for 38 yards, San- 
defer five for 24, Rolle six for 27, Morris the same, Baker 
16 for 71, Hobby 13 for 57, Dodd 10 for 19, Bennett 
Watts two for eight and Wahoo McDaniel two for three. 


Oklahoma 53, Oklahoma State 6 


Oklahoma shattered Oklahoma A&M's resistance with 
a 14-points-in-56-seconds explosion late in the first half 
and rolled on to a 53-6 victory before 52,500 spectators 
in Norman November 30. 

The Sooners scored early after Clendon Thomas 
punted out on the Aggie 14 and Dick Soergel fumbled 
to Carl Dodd on the 16. Six plays later Dodd sneaked 
into the end zone from a yard away. He missed the 
placekick with 6:04 used up. 

The score stayed at 6-love for more than 21 minutes 
as OU fumbled away a scoring opportunity at the 12 and 
the Aggies faltered after driving to the 21. Then David 
Baker booted out of bounds on A&M's 12, the Aggies 
were penalized to the one and Brewster Hobby got back 
five yards to the 33 with the ensuing punt. 

Thomas rifled through right guard for 15, tramped 
13 around the left side and then explored right tackle 
for two and the touchdown. Dodd converted to make it 
13-love 1:38 before intermission. 

One play after the kickoff. Sooner tackle Byron 
Searcy banged Duane Wood loose from the ball and end 
Don Stiller snared it on the A&M 24. Thomas passed to 
Jakie Sandefer for the entire distance and Bennett Watts’ 
boot completed the game-wrecking, 56-second splurge. 

On the Aggies’ first series of the second half, Bill 
Krisher pressured Soergel into passing wildly. Dennit 
Morris deflected the ball to Sandefer, who made the in- 
terception and streaked 57 yards to the end zone, getting 


(Top) Bob Harrison throws Duke QB Bob Brodhead for a 14-yd loss. 


(Bottom) QB David Baker takes off on 94-yard scoring run with an 
intercepted Duke pass in the Orange Bowl. 
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a helping block from Krisher. Dodd goaled 2:06 into 
round three. 

The Sooners came back with a 75-yard, seven-play 
advance, Dodd going 10, Thomas nine and Morris 12 to 
keep things humming. Then Dodd, running from a semi- 
spread formation that had five linemen to the right of 
center, stomped 23 yards and Thomas skirted left end for 
15 and the score. Dodd made it 34-0 with the last half 
4:38 old. 

A five-touchdowns-in-7:40 spree was completed after 
guard Dick Corbitt hopped down under the ensuing kick- 
off and clubbed David Cross, who fumbled to Joe Oujesky 
at the 25. Dick Carpenter stabbed straight ahead to score 
from the 23 and Baker booted it up to 41-0 with 6:02 gone. 

Next the OUs cruised 85 yards in 11 tries, Thomas 
reversing to the left for 23 and Sandefer running right 
end for 22 to set up the touchdown pass, a 19-yarder 
from Baker to Hobby 32 seconds into the fourth quarter. 
Oujesky’s attempted placement was blocked by Ag guard 
H. J. Green. 

The Cowboys saw drives to the OU 385 and four 
fizzle before finally scoring on Jim Wiggins’ 67-yard 
scamper on a dive through left guard, Wiggins missed 
the extra point 2:24 from the end. 

OU hit the 53-point plateau against the Aggies for 
the third straight year as Dale Sherrod and Jackie Holt 
collaborated on a 36-yard pass and run with 49 seconds 
remaining. Sherrod missed the kick. 

The Sooners established a 422-260 superiority rushing 
and 120-25 edge passing. Thomas caroused 162 yards on 
18 tries while Dodd managed 72 on 12, Baker 51 on nine, 
Sandefer 51 on six, Morris 37 on eight, Carpenter 24 on 
five, Hobby 12 on one, David Rolle 10 on three and Holt 
three on one. 

Baker bullseyed four of six passes for 54 yards, 
Sherrod hit one of two for 26, Thomas one of two for 
24 and Hobby one of one for six. 

For the Cowboys, Wiggins Totalled 87 yards on 11 
tries, Vernon Sewell 51 on 10, Larry Rundle 35 on 12, 
Cross 30 on nine, D. Wood 26 on five, Tony Banfield 
24 on five, Everett Wood 10 on four and Dan Northcutt 
eight on three. Soergel hit one of five passes for 12 yards. 


Oklahoma 48, Duke 21 


Oklahoma’s homerun-hitting opportunists devastated 
Duke with a 27-point fourth-quarter barrage while utiliz- 
ing two pass interceptions, two fumbles, a blocked punt 
and bad snap from center in a 48-21 triumph over the 
Blue Devils before 76,318 pop-eyed spectators in the 
Orange Bowl Jan. 1, 1958. 

Oklahoma made only six first downs rushing, got off 
only 44 plays to Duke’s 69 while being out-total offensed, 
328-279, and was slapped with 150 yards in penalties to 
the enemy’s 25. But the Sooners hit like Babe Ruth when 
Duke pitched ’em six fat (break) pitches and collected 
score No. 7 following a long punt runback. 

As they did all during the 73-degree afternoon— 
between OU touchdowns, that is—the Dooks moved the 
ball at the outset. A punt return put them on the Sooner 
30 and they prowled to the 17, where it was third down 
and seven. 

George Harris, the No. 3 quarterback, tried a pass 
but OU’s David Baker intercepted on the six and chug- 
ged a record 94 yards to score, end Steve Jennings con- 
tributing the vital downfield block. Baker added the 
extra point and OU was off and running after 10:53 of 
jousting. 

After a penalty halted one drive to the one and an 
interception nixed another on the 15, the Dooks got co- 
operative again. Andy Cottingham, back to punt, got a 
high snap and tried to run but was landslided 12 yards 
back at his 13. 

On first down, q-back Carl Dodd pitched out to left 
half Jackie Sandefer, who handed off to right half Clendon 
Thomas. The latter whipped 13 yards around left end 
for the touchdown with key blocks being thrown by Bob 
Harrison and Doyle Jennings. Dodd’s placekick made 
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it 14-0 with 4:56 gone in the second period. 

Bill Murray's Blue Devils battled back with a 65-yard 
offensive, quarterback Bob Brodhead throwing to Bill 
Thompson for 13, George Dutrow rampaging 10 and Wray 
Carlton sweeping 20 to the 23. After Dutrow danced 17 
to the three, Ed McElhaney hammered across from the 
one and Carlton’s kick shaved OU's lead in half 7:51 
before intermission. 

Early in the last half Thomas punted dead on the 
Duke nine and, on the boot out, Dodd darted back 36 yards 
to the 14. Thomas’ running pass to Sandefer gained nine 
and a penalty pushed Duke on down to the four. But 
it was fourth down before Dodd made it over from the 
one, He added the 21-7 point 6:20 into round three. 

Again Duke closed the gap to one touchdown, crunch- 
ing 85 yards with Millner’s 16-yard pass to Lattiner 
reaching the 34. Dutrow turned left end for 22 and then 
counted from eight yards out. Carlton’s conversion came 
52 seconds before the stanza expired. 

Then came the rioutous windup innings, which began 
with Dutrow fumbling while trying to punt from his 24. 
Sandefer sped right for 19 yards but got to keep only four 
of them because of a holding call. Dodd's under-hand 
screen pass to Sandefer fooled the Blue Devils’ 14 yards 
worth, penetrating to the three. But again it was fourth 
down when Sandefer frisked around the right side for 
three and the score, Dodd drilled the bonus point with 
3:53 gone. 

On Duke's next series, Brodhead fumbled to Dennit 
Morris at the 29. Passing from a spread, Brewster Hobby 
hurled to Baker, who charged 20 of the 29 vards the play 
consumed. Bobby Boyd's boot tacked on the 35-14 point 
at the 5:10 mark. 

Next time around, end Ross Coyle blocked Millner's 
punt, tackle Jim Lawrence snatching it out of the air 
and carousing to the 13. One pass play turned the touch- 
down trick again, the Sooners reversing the order this 
time with Baker tossing to Hobby. David Rolle’s kick 
was no good as OU had a 41-14 lead after a 20-points-in- 
3:32 spree. 

The southerners swarmed 70 yards for a consolation 
touchdown, Brodhead hitting McElhaney for 17 and 
Dutrow for 19. A holding penalty hurt OU, too, after 
which McElhaney powered over from the four. Carlton 
kicked goal 10:26 into the heat. 

Time was evaporating fast and Sooner supporters 
were organizing victory parties when they got one last bit 
of heroics to cheer. On a Brodhead pass, Bennett Watts 
turned in an interception and began angling off to his 
right. After covering 22 yards to midfield, Watts was 
challenged so he lateralled off to Dick Carpenter, who 
swished the rest of the way on the 72-yard spectacular. 
Wahoo McDaniel’s placement was good 59 seconds from 
the end. 

Only departments in which the Sooners got the best 
of the statistics were pass interceptions, where three thefts 
netted a whopping 167 yards while Duke batted 2-for-14; 
and passing, where they had a 114-97 edge on a 9-for-18 
afternoon. 

Hobby hooked up three of four tosses for 44 yards, 
Dodd three of five for 34, Baker two of three for 20 and 
Thomas one of three for 11. 

On the ground, where the OQUers yielded a 231-165 
edge, Thomas traveled 89 yards in 14 tries, David Rolle 
27 in six, Sandefer 26 in four, Baker 24 in five, Morris 
18 in five, Hobby 13 in two and Dodd 11 in seven. 

As the teams trudged locker room-ward after OU's 
27-point fourth-period volley had riddled Duke, Sooner 
cheer leaders called for another mighty roar from the 
fans. A Duke player stopped and exclaimed, “Gad, don’t 
tell me they scored again.” Washington reporter Morris 
Siegel wrote, “Duke won the toss but it was Oklahoma 
that elected to kick the bejabbers out of the Blue Devils.” 

Bud Wilkinson commented, “As of today, these boys 
are as good as any team we've had at Oklahoma.” And 
center Bob Harrison said, “Shucks, we knew that fourth 
quarter would be ours. We'd planned it that way.” 








Scoreboard 


Oklahoma47 West Virginia 14 
Oklahoma 6 Oregon 0 
Oklahoma 14 Texas 15 
Oklahoma 43 Kansas 0 
Oklahoma 40 Kansas State 6 
Oklahoma 23 Colorado 7 
Oklahoma 20 lowa State 0 
Oklahoma 39 Missouri 0 
Oklahoma 40 Nebraska 7 
Oklahoma 7 Oklahoma State 0 

Orange Bowl 
Oklahoma 21 Syracuse 
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Big Red Accomplishments 





HARRISON 





Ross Coyle grabs Brewster Hobby's pass at the start of an 81-yard scoring play against Syracuse. 


TEAM—Won Orange Bowl trophy by defeating Syracuse, 21-6; Won Big Eight championship; Voted 
fifth in national poll behind LSU, lowa, Army and Auburn; Led nation in defense against scoring with 
regular season average of 4.9 per game; Second nationally in rushing with average of 257.4 yards 
per game to College of Pacific's 259.6; Outscored opponents average of 30 to 5.5 overall. 


INDIVIDUAL—Bob Harrison made All-America. 











Joe Rector, Muskogee, and Bob Harrison, 
Stamford, Texas. 


Sooner Assistants— 


Gomer Jones, Eddie Crowder, Rudy Feld- 
man, Clive Rush, J. D. Roberts, Gene 
Calame and Jay O'Neal. 


Team Roster 


Baker, David me 185 Bartlesville 
Boyd, Bobby Q 177 Garland, Texas 
Bradley, Lester G 214 Cushing 
Brown, Bill G 190 Frederick 


Carpenter, Dick HB 172 Breckenridge, Texas 
Carpenter, Jimmy HB 163 Abilene, Texas 
Columbus, Trayis T 199 Amarillo, Texas 
Corbitt, Dick G 211 Altus 

Cornell, Bob QB 180 Oklahoma City 


Coyle, Ross E 186 Marlow 

Davis, Jim G 210 Tyler, Texas 
Durham, Jere : 204 Muskogee 
Emerson, Dean T 194 Wilson 
Evans, Dick FB 186 Midwest City 


Feagan, Jimmy E 190 Sweetwoter, Texas 
Gautt, Prentice Oklahoma City 
Gwinn, Dick G 200 Tulsa 

Harrison, Bob Stamford, Texas 


Hartline, Ronnie FB 200 Lawton 
Hobby, Brewster HB 171 Midwest City 
Holt, Jackie HB 168 Gainesville, Texas 
Horne, Lee E 203 Holdenville 

Jackson, Mickey E 194 Hillsboro, Texas 
Jennings, Steve 206 Ardmore 

Johnson, Mickey Cc 198 Comanche 
Johnson, Wallace FB 198 Oklahoma City 
Keadle, Dale E 182 Stinnett. Texas 
Lang, Vernon 3 196 Wichita Falls, Texas 
Lawrence, Jim T 208 Sayre 

Levonitis, Bill FB 188 Tulsa 

Lewis, Gilmer . F 204 #£=Wichita Falls, Texas 
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Lohmann, Phil E 195 Pauls Valley 
McDaniel, Wahoo E 196 Midland, Texas 
Metcalfe, Walt + 211 Oklahoma City 
Moore, Billy Jack G 194 Ada 
Morford, Bob G 197 Lawton 
Morford, Brent T 214 Lawton 
Morris, Max E 186 Littlefield, Texas 
ehh epi SS Larry 192 Breckenridge, Texas 
Noble, Bill HB 170 Wichita, Kan. 
O'Neal, Benton QB 178 Ada 

Page, Bob QB 181 Borger, Texas 
Payne, Jerry C 189 Breckenridge, Texas 
Pellow, John HB 161 Enid 


Rector, Joe E 193 Muskogee 
Rolle, David FB 197 Poteau 
Rowe, Jared HB 163 Ponca City 
Salmon, Elton HB 177 Lawton 


Sandefer, Jakie HB 167 Breckenridge, Texas 
Scholl, Bob C 189 Wichita Falls, Texas 
Sears, Glenn E 194 Healdton 
Shilling, Cloyd T 223 Sweetwater, Texas 
Smith, Ronnie G 202 Ardmore 
Steward, Jim HB 179 Durant 

G 194 Ada 

95 E! Reno 

9 Stillwater 


Watts, Bill G 219 Putnam City 
Wells, Ben G 196 Ada 
Winblood, Bill Cc 193 Marietta 
Yingling, Bob E 209 Lawton 


York, Marshall G 202 Amarillo, Texas 








| Hobby (OU)| 


Brewster Hobby sweeps around Missouri end Danny LlaRose on a 12-yard punt return. 


Oregon, Texas and OSU The Tough Ones — Five Foes Shut 
Out—Sooners Handle Syracuse Orange at Miami, 21-6 


Oklahoma 47, West Virginia 14 


Oklahoma’s Sooners unveiled their “smorgasbord” of- 
fense and etched a school passing record of 264 yards into 
the books on their way to a 47-14 triumph over West 
Virginia before 58,000 opening afternoon fans in Norman 
September 27, 

While amassing 599 yards rushing and passing, the 
OUers flubbed six scoring chances, four of them during 
a frustrating first quarter. But the Mountaineers, who 
matcher the Wilkinsons’ fumbles-lost figure of 
gave OU one touchdown by bobbling in the end zone and 
also lost the ball 21 and 30 yards out. 

After being turned back at the one, four and seven 
and missing a field goal during a scoreless first inning, 
the Sooners finally goaled after alternate end Wahoo 
McDaniel blocked quarterback Dick Longfellow’s punt 
and fellow flanker Jerry Tillery recovered on the 50. 

Quarterback Bobby Boyd bounced around the right 
side for 11 and fullback Prentice Gautt broke the touch- 
down log jam with a determined, brutish 27-yard burst. 
Prentice powered off left tackle, slid to the outside and 
butted through four defenders on his way goal-ward. 
Facing their first decision on the one-or-two point con- 
version option, the Sooners sent quarterback David Baker 
around right end for two 8:36 into the second period. 

Less than three minutes later, Baker scored again, 
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keeping off right tackle from the 10. Fullback Ronnie 
Hartline converted for a 15-0 bulge. 

Key contribution to an 80-yard movement with the 
second half kickoff was a 17-yard pass from right half 
Brewster Hobby to left half Jakie Sandefer. On the 
touchdown play, which covered four yards, Baker hit 
right tackle and then lateralled out to Sandefer. Hartline 
missed the kick 5:03 deep in half No. 2. 

On their next possession, the Sooners unleashed a 
cross-country spectacular to make it a 27-0 runaway. 
Boyd rolled to his left, pulled up and fired long to Mc- 
Daniel, who rambled the last half of the 86 yards the 
play gobbled up. A bad snap from center fouled the kick. 

Six seconds into the fourth round, West Virginia 
finally scored when guard Bill Lopasky blocked Mc- 
Daniel’s quick kick, grabbed the ball and scooted 18 yards 
into the end zone. Peterson’s boot was no good. 

Sophomore left half Jimmy Carpenter careened 50 
yards to the Mountaineer 44 with the kickoff and Boyd 
broke out the aerial weapon. He tossed to Dick Carpen- 
ter for 10, Tillery for 17 and then Jimmy Carpenter for 
nine and the touchdown. Only 3:10 was gone as Mc- 
Daniel kicked the 34-6 bonus point. 

Thirteen seconds later, it was 41-6 after senior center 
Mickey Johnson and sophomore end Stan Ward pressured 
would-be passer Longfellow into fumbling in his end zone. 


Johnson nabbed the ball for a touchdown and Hartline 
toed through the extra point. 

When Mountaineer fullback Bob Benke tried a fourth- 
down rush shortly afterward, sophomore Vernon Lang’s 
tackle gave the Sooners possession 30 yards from paydirt. 
The last eight yards were spanned on a pass from Bob 
Cornell to Ward but a pass failed and OU'’s total levelled 
off at 47 with eight minutes left. 

The visitors capped a 77-yard drive to a save-face 
tally by sending sub q-back Danny Williams across from 
the one only 23 seconds from the end. Williams hit Reight 
for two more points. 

Boyd and Baker were triggermen in the smorgasbord 
offense, which featured weird assortments of flankers and 
spread formations. Boyd hit five of nine passes for 144 
yards and added 30 on nine rushes while Baker com- 
pleted four of seven aerials for 98 lengths and ran 78 
more on 16 tries. 


Asked what he thought of Oklahoma’s “smorgas- 
bord” offense, an Oregon scout groaned, “They’ll never 
believe me; they’ll never believe me. (Len) Casanova 
will swear I was drunk.” 


Oklahoma 6, Oregon 0 


Oregon flushed Oklahoma’s smorgasbord (offense) 
down the garbage disposal, using speed to counteract 


speed in limiting the Sooners to 156 yards in total offense, 
but found out one fumble was one too many against the 
Wilkinsons and lost, 6-0, as 61,700 customers watched in 
Norman October 4. 

The mob thought week-old history was repeating 
itself as the multi-offensed Sooners started sputteringly 
and then picked up momentum in the second quarter, 
twice punching inside the Oregon 30 at the outset of the 
heat. 

Halfway through round two center Bob Harrison 
made a one-handed interception of Web Foot quarter- 
back Dave Grosz’s pass and slammed 16 yards to the 19. 
But four plays later the OUs were back at the 28 and had 
to punt. 

At the Oregon 19, reserve q-back Sandy Fraser was 
ganged by tackle Jere Durham and end Jerry Tillery and 
fumbled to guard Dick Corbitt on the 17. With Dick 
Carpenter tossing in a five-yard pickup the Sooners 
struggled to the nine, where it was fourth and one. 

Quarterback Bobby Boyd wheeled to his left and, 
exercising the pass option, zeroed in on Carpenter in the 
left corner of the end zone. Boyd tried to run for two 
more points but failed to make the necessary three yards, 
leaving the OU lead at a dangerous 6-0 with 4:38 to go 
in the half. 

As time ticked away, Oregon made four threatening 
moves toward touchdown territory and the Sooners 
brewed up three. But neither club crept closer than 20 
yards. 


A short punt put Oregon on the OU 37 just before 
the rest period but the Web Foots couldn’t gain. In the 
third round, the Oregons had something going when OU 
end Wahoo McDaniel intercepted a pass and stormed 
26 yards to the visitors’ 37. Unable to follow through 
OU punted out on the 10. 

Halfback Willie West shot through right tackle into 
the open, angled right and appeared to be off on a 90- 
yard trip to a tying touchdown. But Prentice Gautt and 
Brewster Hobby chased him down on the OU 37 at the 
end of a 53-yard flight. The Web Foots earned a first 
down on the 26 but lost possession on the 20. 

The Sooners’ best chance at an insurance score came 
when David Baker returned a punt 17 yards to the 20 in 
the fourth quarter. But a bad pitchout was picked off by 
Oregonian Jim Linden on the 18. 

Jakie Sandefer was about the only Sooner who had 
any luck running on the men of Len Casanova, netting 
49 yards on four treks. Boyd tried 12 times for 27 yards, 
D. Carpenter five for 18, Hobby six for 15, Baker 12 
for 14, Gautt four for eight, David Rolle one for two and 
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Jimmy Carpenter two for minus-four. 

Boyd and Hobby got OU’s 27 passing yards, Brewster 
hitting one of two for 13 yards and Boyd two of nine 
for the other 14. 


Texas 15, Oklahoma 14 


Texas’ Longhorns, shorn of their lead by Oklahoma 
center Jim Davis’ 24-yard run with an intercepted fumble 
early in the last quarter, retaliated with an amazing, 74- 
yard touchdown stampede to gore the Sooners, 15-14, 
before 76,000 wild-eyed witnesses in Dallas October 11. 

Heroes as Darrell Royal’s second unit ended UT's 
six-autumn victory drouth in the annual vendetta were 
quarterbacks Vince Matthews and Bobby Lackey, fullback 
Mike Dowdle, end Bob Bryant and halfbacks Rene 
Ramirez and George Blanch. The latter three were on 
the receiving end of the seven passes completed during the 
late foray, 

After a listless 10 minutes in which neither side made 
a first down, OU came within a split second of getting 
a break that could have wrecked the game. Fielding David 
Baker's 65-yard punt, Blanch was gang-tackled and fum- 
bled the ball toward his goal. 


The next few seconds of play resembled the kids’ 
catch-the-greased-pig event at the county fair. First a 
Sooner had the no-handles football, then a Texan and 
then an OQUer again before guard Dick Corbitt eventually 
wound up with possession. But an official ruled the ball 
had been blown dead when a Steer had it on the one. 
When the Longhorns punted out, a clipping call erased 
Jakie Sandefer’s 15-yard runback to the 30 and the 
tide turned. 

Early in the second period, Matthews’ 30-yard pass 
to Kleo Halm put UT on the OU three. But two stops 
by linebacker Bob Harrison, an offside fine and added 
defensive gems by Prentice Gautt, Corbitt and Baker 
forced the Steers to surrender possession on the four. 

Texas struck for its 8-0 halftime lead from 54 yards 
away, using six plays. Big lick was a 37-yard Lackey 
to Blanch pass that carried to the 16. It was fourth and 
four on the 10 when Ramirez left-handed a running pass 
to Blanch in the end zone. Allen’s power blast at right 
guard netted three yards and two extra points 3:32 into 
round two. 

Before halftime, the Sooners slashed to the 12 and 
23, a field goal try by Ronnie Hartline failing on the 
former occasion. 

Halfway into the third period, Brewster Hobby 
bolted back 21 yards to the UT 44 with a punt. The 
Sooners scrambled to the five before losing the ball. 
But when the Steers punted out, Wahoo McDaniel’s fair 
catch left the goal 38 yards away. 

A pair of nine-yard thrusts, by Jimmy Carpenter 
and David Rolle, paced OU’s scoring march. Rolle’s 
ended on the five and Dick Carpenter counted from there, 
prancing around left end. Bobby Boyd went for the 
tie but his pass fizzled 11:04 into the second half. 

Battling tenaciously to protect its 8-6 lead, Texas 
halted OU’s next offensive on the 24. Then, on first down, 
fullback Mike Dowdle was cracked by Sooner Max Morris 
as he got a handoff and the ball popped up on his hip. 
Davis deftly picked it off and hustled 24 yards to score. 
Boyd hit end Jerry Tillery for two more and OU was on 
top, 14-8, with 12:52 left. 

Almost half the remaining time was gone when OU 
punted out on the Steer 26. The situation seemed to be 
well in hand but Matthews suddenly went to work. He 
hit Bryant for five, Ramirez for 12 and Bryant again 
for 10 more before Blanch was tossed for an eight-yard 
loss. 

The drive wasn’t dead, however, Matthews returning 
to the airways with passes caught by Blanch for 11, 
Bryant for seven and Ramirez for 11 to the 19. OU’s 
alternates came in to have a crack at cooling off the 
sizzling Steers, who had been turning in miraculous 
diving catches and eluding tacklers. 

With the Sooners deployed to stop the passing, Texas 


sent Dowdle down the middle on the fullback draw 
play, his smash spanning 14 yards to the five. When 
two plays lost two yards, Royal inserted Lackey. The 
lanky signal caller leaped high and flipped a quick, over- 
the line pass to Bryant, who clutched the ball and scored 
untouched. Lackey’s kick dissolved the temporary 14- 
all deadlock 3:10 from the end. 

Delirious Steer supporters, celebrating early on the 
sideline, were shocked into silence in the dying seconds 
when Boyd circled left end and found running room. 
Boyd picked his way 26 yards and was within one man 
of going all the way but couldn’t break clear. 

OU out-yarded the Steers, 201-57, rushing but lost 
a 153-62 decision passing. Hobby’s 13 carries realized 50 
yards while David Rolle totalled 39 in eight tries, Boyd 
29 in five, Baker 26 in 13, Gautt 23 in seven, Jimmy 
Carpenter 17 in six, Sandefer eight in five, Dick Carpenter 
five in three and Jackie Holt four in one. 

After the late loss to Texas, Bud Wilkinson com- 
mented, “Their drive was as fine a finish as I’ve ever 
seen.” Sooner quarterback Bobby Boyd declared, ‘Sure 
they earned it, or they wouldn’t have got it. They came 
74 yards. If you can’t stop ‘em in 74 yards, you don’t 
deserve to win.” 


Oklahoma 43, Kansas 0 


Jack Mitchell’s over-matched Kansas Jawhawks 
fought off the inevitable for a quarter at Lawrence Oc- 
tober 18 but Oklahoma’s depth paid touchdown dividends 
the rest of the route and the Sooners cashed out with 
a 43-0 payoff before 30,000 kibitzers. 

Late in the first quarter, Kansas bristled up and 
stopped the Sooners, who’d come 70 yards, on the five. 
But the punt out was short and the Wilkinsons set up 
operations on the 29, David Baker whirled left for nine 
to the seven and Ronnie Hartline lunged four but it was 
fourth down before Jackie Holt finally churned over from 
the one. Wahoo McDaniel’s kick was wide but OU had 
the lead 57 seconds after the second round opened. 

Prentice Gautt crashed through the right side and 
hurtled 42 yards to the Jay 12 to set up OU’s other 
first-half touchdown. Bobby Boyd. passed six yards to 
end Jerry Tillery for six points and Holt traipsed around 
right end for two more 4:28 ahead of rest-time. 

The OUers’ third tally came on a 64-yard foray, David 
Rolle rampaging 10 yards, Holt 12, Brewster Hobby nine 
and Baker 10, the latter hitting the seven. Once again 
a fourth down loomed, this one at the three, but Baker 
passed to Hobby for the touchdown and Holt’s run 
pushed it up to 22-0 with 11:17 gone in the second half. 

Boyd pitched to Wahoo McDaniel for 16 yards 
and Jerry Tillery for 33 to spark a 74-yard, eight-play 
strike. Bucks of seven yards by Gautt and Jimmy Car- 
penter positioned the ball for Boyd's two-yard scoring 
sneak. McDaniel’s placement made it 29-0 with 9:19 re- 
maining. 

Thirty-two seconds later, the Sooners scored again 
with reserve speedster Johnny Pellow parading 38 yards 
through the tiring Jays on a punt return. Hartline con- 
verted for a 36-0 reading. 

With time running out, KU’s Bolger uncorked a long 
pass. Pellow speared it and sashayed 78 yards to score, 
Hartline goaling to complete the 43-0 rout 1:46 from 
go-home time. On the play, the fast-moving Pellow was 
shoved out of bounds at about the 20 but, when no 
whistle sounded, veered back on to the field to score. 

Gautt’s 79 yards ‘in seven carries paced OU to its 
350-125 rushing advantage while J. Carpenter netted 44 
in 12, Hartline 43 in eight, Rolle 42 in five, Holt 37 in 
nine, Baker 35 in 13, Hobby 30 in five, Boyd 18 in seven 
and D. Carpenter seven in four. 


Oklahoma 40, Kansas State 6 


Oklahoma’s defense against infantry attack was down- 
right nasty, permitting Kansas State only 55 yards on 77 
rushes, as the Sooners cuffed the Cats, 40-6, in Norman 
October 25. 
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Some 47,000 customers saw the Wilkinsons get three 
touchdowns from the kicking game, two on blocked punts 
and the other on a long runback. They traveled that 
route to touchown No. 1, tackle Steve Jennings swarming 
a quick kick and end Jerry Tillery claiming the ball 
on the Cat 22. 

Jakie Sandefer passed 15 vards to Tillery for the 
score and Ronnie Hartline converted with 7:09 gone. It 
was the fourth blocked punt logged by Jennings as an 
OUer. 

K-State hung tough through the rest of the first 
half but OU managed to post a 13-0 halftime edge by 
moving 32 yards 12:21 into round two. The final four 
plays all netted seven yards with Hartline plunging 


and Bobby Boyd completing passes to Dick Carpenter, 
Sandefer and Hartline. After scoring Hartline missed the 
extra point. 

Tackle G. A. Lewis intercepted a Kent McConnell 





Bob Harrison belts KU's Homer Floyd, causes a fumble. 


aarial on the Cat 28 to pave the way to a 20-0 lead. 
Prentice Gautt’s 10-yard trek was the biggest gain and 
David Baker glided one through right tackle to score. 
Baker also goaled with 3:58 gone in the second half. 

The courageous Cats began to fold after Jerry 
Thompson blocked a punt and end Ross Coyle recovered 
in the end zone. Sub q-back Bob Cornell's kick made it 
27-0 at the 11:45 pole in the third heat. 


On the ensuing kickoff, two K-State backs collided, 
leaving the ball on the one, and when the Cats kicked, 
Jimmy Carnenter sprinted 45 yards to score with Coyle, 
se! and Thompson blasting out a path. Cornell con- 
verted. 


The Cats clawed 74 yards in eight plays for their 
touchdown, Les Krull firing to Ced Price for 37, Vern 
Osborn for 11 and Price again for 16 and the payoff. 
Krull’s pass for two points missed connections 50 seconds 
after the last period started. 


Jimmy Carpenter grabbed the kickoff and flashed 
59 yards before being stopped on the enemy 37, after 
which Gautt bulled five and Cornell pitched to end Stan 
Ward for 10. A penalty didn’t hurt long as Cornell started 
left and then lateralled to Brewster Hobby to launch a 
32-yard sweep to the one. Hobby hopped over but a bad 
snapback foiled the placekick as scoring ceased with 
12:34 to go. 
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Oklahoma 23, Colorado 7 

Colorado’s Folsom Field was as snake pit-ish as ever 
for the Sooners of Oklahoma at the start of their No- 
vember 1 tiff there, the Buffs—as usual—stomping out 
front while looking capable of heaving the hated Okla- 
homans halfway up the side of the Rockies. But an elec- 
trifying 48-yard jaunt by Prentice Gautt turned the game 
around and OU won going away, 23-7, before 47,000 
customers, 

Dallas Ward's single wingers rocked OU early but 
the Sooners staved them off until Boyd Dowler’s 57-yard 
punt expired on the one. Wahoo McDaniel spiralled a 
long boot back at the Buffs but wingback Eddie Dove 
os 40 yards to the 30 before Ronnie Hartline nailed 

im. 

Dove, who had bedeviled the Big Reds with reverses 
of 13 and 19 yards on an earlier drive, skipped six yards, 
Dowler passed to fullback Chuck Weiss for 10 and a 
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Swarming Sooners pin a 5-yard loss on K-State's Terry Lee. 


defensive holding penalty helped Colorado on down to 
the two. The first down try wound up back at the three 
but tailback Howard Cook scored from there off an off- 
tackle slant. Ellwin Indorf’s placekick made it 7-0 with 
9:59 gone. 

Then the Sooners fashioned what Wilkinson termed 
their “finest drive of the year.” Jimmy Carpenter worked 
back to the 27 with the kickoff and the Normans crunched 
slowly into Colorado terrain. 

From the 48, Gautt assaulted the left side and cata- 
pulted through. He swerved sharply to the right, catch- 
ing CU’s deep defenders heading the other way, and 
skimmed past them to the tying touchdown.. On a fake 
placement setup, Baker passed to J. Carpenter and OU 
was ahead, 8-7, after 12:45. 

Oklahoma used up much of the second stanza with 
an ill-starred, 76-yard journey to the four and dominated 
proceedings the rest of the way. 

A fumble kayoed a third-period threat built around 
Bobby Boyd’s 51-yard punt return but the Sooners bagged 
their badly-needed insurance touchdown later with a 
16-play, 76-yard safari. The alternates hacked out the 
first 35 lengths with Boyd’s pass to Jakie Sandefer ac- 
counting for 16. 

After the starters took charge, Gautt brawned nine 
to the 23 and 11 to the four, Brewster Hobby daggered 
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three and Baker buzzed over. When the Buffs were 
backed to the one for delaying proceedings, the Sooners 
decided to go for a put-it-out-of-reach two-point conversion 
and Baker made it with 16:25 left. 

With little but wild hopes left at 16-7, the Buffs lost 
those early in the stretch. Dowler, who’d just been de- 
prived of a 65-yard punt because of an offside fine, tried 
again and OU end Ross Coyle blocked it. The Sooners 
set up shop at the eight and, on fourth down, Baker 
squirmed into the end zone. He added the 23-7 point 
from placement 4:20 into the stanza. 

Gautt’s 117-yards-in-16-carries spree led OU to a 258- 
87 rushing nod, Baker getting 67 in 12, Hartline 25 in 
eight, J. Carpenter 21 in eight, Hobby 10 in three, D. 
Carpenter nine in three, David Rolle five in two, Boyd 
five in nine, Jakie Sandefer three in four, Johnny Pellow 
one in one and Bob Cornell minus-five in three. 

Commenting on the 23-7 victory over Colorado, OU 
quarterback Bobby Boyd said, “I'll tell you what beat ’em, 
that line of ours. I never saw a line hit like that. I'd 
hate to play against ’em.” Buff coach Dal Ward evi- 
dently agreed. He searched through two buses to find 
center Bob Harrison so he could congratulate him. 


Oklahoma 20, lowa State 0 


Sooner backs tied an all-time school record in Ames 
November 8, butter-fingering the football away seven 
times as Oklahoma subdued Iowa State 20-0, in an un- 
expectedly tough tussle highlighted by Wahoo McDaniel’s 
91-yard quick kick. 

The Indian’s mighty effort surpassed Darrel Royal’s 
previous school record, which had stood since the Okla- 
homa A&M contest 10 years before, by 10 yards. 

The game started out like a murder, the Big Red 
steaming 70 yards with the opening kickoff. On the 14th 
play of the offensive, Brewster Hobby hurled a five-yard 
pass to Jimmy Carpenter for the touchdown. David Baker 
converted and the Cyclones had toiled 5:31 without touch- 
ing the ball. 

They touched it plenty before halftime, however, tail- 
back Dwight Nichols making devastating use of a sweep 
back to the weak side of the single wing as State thudded 
to the 12 and 32. OU lost a scoring chance, too, Boyd 
fumbling into the end zone for a touchback. 

The Sooners finally got control in the third round. 
End Joe Rector charged down under the kickoff and, 
using physical violence, persuaded wingback Mike Fitz- 
gerald to drop the ball where Hobby could fall on it. 
Baker bored from the 19 to 10, Prentice Gautt chugged 
five, Hobby two and Jimmy Carpenter three for a 13-0 
lead 1:44 into the second half. Baker’s kick was wide. 

Another fumble, this one by Don Webb, led to OU’s 
final score, Bobby Boyd recovering on State’s 34. Dick 
Carpenter rocketed six and David Rolle eight on the way 
to the six. Carpenter flitted four and Boyd explored left 
tackle for the other two, Hartline’s placement closing 
scoring with 2:41 still left in round three. 

The Sooners drove 42 yards to the Cyclone three in 
the last quarter but fumbled again. 

With Nichols carrying 31 times and amassing 138 
yards, OU had to settle for a 273-232 decision in the 
rushing battle. Gautt led the Sooners with 86 yards on 
16 tries, while Hobby had 43 on 11, J. Carpenter 33 on 
seven, Baker 31 on eight, Sandefer 25 on five, D. Car- 
penter 23 on four, Rolle 22 on five, Boyd 13 on six, 
Jackie Holt nine on one, Hartline three on three and 
Bob Page minus-13 on two. 


Oklahoma 39, Missouri 0 


The November 15 “battle” for the Big Eight cham- 
pionship and Orange Bowl berth turned out to be a trifle 
lop-sided, Oklahoma pummeling Missouri, 39-0, before 
57,000 fans in Norman., 

Dan Devine’s first Missouri team, which matched 
OU’s pre-showdown league mark of 4-0, was shocked 
by a 74-yard scoring bombshell in the first quarter but 
still might have come closer if fourth-down gambles in 


Sooner territory hadn't been slapped down by center Bob 
Harrison and guard Dick Corbitt. 

Sooners who dropped the bombshell on the Tigers 
were Brewster Hobby and Ross Coyle, who teamed on a 
long-distance pass and run. David Baker's 7-0 kick came 
after 11 minutes of play. 

After a holding penalty blunted a drive that had 
reached the nine, OU cruised 70 yards in the second quar- 
ter with a Jimmy Carpenter to Hobby heave netting 18 to 
the 35 and Carpenter's try around end adding 10 more. 
Prentice Gautt rammed from the five to the one and 
Hobby attacked right tackle for the touchdown. Baker's 
boot made it 14-0 with halftime 2:19 away. 

Hobby, Jimmy Carpenter and Gautt fueled a 70-yard 
march to the 20-0 tally. Gautt’s 25-length flight to the 
26 was the big blow while Hobby to Carpenter running 
passes good for 10 yards both opened and closed the 
drive. Baker's placekick was partially blocked with the 
third round 12:44 old. 

David Rolle’s interception put OU 32 yards from 
paydirt halfway into the last period and Bobby Boyd 
got the alternates across in two plays, passing to Dick 
Carpenter on the 21 and then bounding the rest of the 
way on a rollout around the left flank. Wahoo McDaniel 
notched the 27-0 point 6:59 from the end. 

Boyd hit the Tigers another lick shortly afterward, 
weaving his way 38 yards to score after fielding a Snow- 
den punt. McDaniel missed 83 seconds after the pre- 
vious touchdown. 

No. 3 signal caller Bob Cornell made the final tally 
possible by intercepting a Skip Snyder pitch and whiz- 
zing 46 yards to the enemy 14. The fourth team was 
given a chance to score and quarterback Bob Page toured 
left end to do so from six strides out. Jim Steward’s 
kick went wide as OU wrapped it up 55 seconds from 
closing time. 

After the Sooners slapped down Mizzou’'s bid for a 
trip to Miami, OU tackle Steve Jennings grinned, “Those 
sonofaguns weren't gonna get our orange juice. Every- 
body knew that was the one we had to have. This was 
the whole season.” 


Oklahoma 40, Nebraska 7 


Oklahoma rang up 21 points in less than eight min- 
utes late in the first quarter and coasted to a 40-7 vic- 
tory over Nebraska before 45,000 fans in Norman No- 
vember 22 as fullbacks Prentice Gautt and David Rolle 
led the Sooners to a total offense advantage of 447-107. 

Gautt’s 10-yard scamper started the Sooners on a 55- 
yard, break-the-log-jam journey, Jimmy Carpenter fol- 
lowing through with a seven-yard pickup and David 
Baker adding 11. It was fourth down on the nine when 
Brewster Hobby hurried around left end to score. Baker’s 
placekick made it 7-0 with 7:01 gone. 

A pair of nine-yard treks by Rolle launched a 5l- 
length, five-play sweep shortly thereafter. Dick Carpenter 
trotted around the right side for 10, Bobby Boyd blared 
eight, Nebraska was fined to the one and Jakie Sandefer 
fought into the end zone. Wahoo McDaniel added the 
14th point 2:45 after the initial tally. 

Another 55-yard trip, triggered by Hobby’s 13-stride 
end run, made it 21-0. With the alternates in after 
Hobby’s effort, Rolle boomed nine and six, two penalties 
punished the Huskers 10 and Boyd snaked over from 
the one. McDaniel’s placement was true 13 seconds before 
the first period ended. 

The second round was dominated by Nebraska, but 
drives to the 27 and 21 were blunted. 

With OU in threatening position at the 27 thanks to 
Gautt’s 39-yard romp, Jimmy Carpenter tossed a pass. 
It was intercepted by Nebraska halfback Larry Naviaux, 
who puffed 93 yards to paydirt. George Harshman’s boot 
trimmed OU'’s lead to 21-7 only 2:27 into the second half. 

The Sooners sliced 60 yards to put the Huskers in 
their place, a nine-yard pitch from Sandefer to Dick 
Carpenter netting the touchdown 9:07 deep in the period. 
MeDaniel goaled. 

Vaulting out of a hole on Jimmy Carpenter's 20-yard 
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pass to Hobby, the Wilkinsons punched 91 yards to 
make it 34-7. Gautt gunned 24 yards, Baker hit Joe 
Rector for 21 to the 14 and Gautt struck for nine more. 
Jimmy Carpenter’s four-stride thrust made it easy for 
Hobby to blaze into touchdown territory. Baker's pass 
was incomplete 11 seconds before the round expired. 

OU third-teamers tacked on six-pointer No. 6 in the 
fading minutes, scrapping 59 yards in a half-dozen plays. 
Jackie Holt tore 31 yards around right end to the four 
and, from there, Johnny Pellow prowled the other side 
for the touchdown. Ronnie Hartline’s placement was no 
good as scoring ended with 1:38 left. 

Gautt gobbled up 110 yards on a dozen carries and 
Rolle realized 75 from two less attempts as OU out-of- 
fensed the Huskers, 354-80, on the ground. Holt got 43 
on two, J. Carpenter 40 on eight, Hobby 33 on nine, Baker 
18 on three, D. Carpenter 16 on three, Pellow 14 on 
four, Boyd seven on nine, Sandefer five on three, Bob 
Cornell five on three and Benton O'Neal minus-12 on two. 


Oklahoma 7, Oklahoma State 0 


Bobby Boyd bolted 31 yards to touchdown-ville five 
minutes from the end of a defensive struggle unfurled 
before 40,000 fans in Stillwater November 29, giving Okla- 
homa a 7-0 nod over Oklahoma State in a fracas featured 
by two sturdy goalline stands by each club. 

Cliff Speegle’s Staters had to flex their defensive 
muscles first after Jakie Sandefer squeezed Tony Ban- 
field’s fumble on the Cowboy 35. A 10-yard trek by 
Brewster Hobby and Jimmy Carpenter's two-length thrust 
made it second and goal on the three. Then end Duane 
Wood broke up a Hobby pass, Carpenter slipped and lost 
three and David Baker's pass barely eluded Ross Coyle. 

OU's turn came in the second quarter. At the end of 
Jim Wood’s 50-yard punt, Hobby fumbled and Jim Wig- 
gins grabbed the ball on the Sooner 14. Center Bob Har- 
rison flattened Forrest Campbell for no gain, Prentice 
Gautt tore in to lassoe Vernon Sewell back at the 21 
and eventually Jim Wood tried a field goal from the 33. 
It was short. 

The Pokes set sail from their 39 in the third round, 
Dick Soergel tossing 16 yards to Wiggins and D. Wood 
driving nine. Then an offside assessment nixed David 
Rolle’s interception and gave OSU a first down. 

D. Wood breezed 13 yards on the last play of the 
third round and the Aggies headed for home with a first 
down on the five. Wiggins waded into the line but was 
stopped on the four by Jerry Payne. Then Harrison 
zeroed Larry Rundle and, on third down, Soergel fumbled 
to Dick Corbitt at the 14. 

Given field position by David Baker's 70-yard quick 
kick, OU drove to the 12 midway of the last quarter. 
Baker spurted through right tackle into the clear but 
slipped on the damp turf, collided with a mate and 
went down on the one. 

It looked easy with four shots coming but Cowboy 
John Calvin hoisted the storm warning by no-gaining 
Baker on the initial try. Baker probed left tackle on 
second down and Fred Latham stopped him. Next Gautt 
tried to dive over the top but was butted back by Rundle 
and Sonny Keys. On fourth down, Keys met Hobby in 
the handoff hole at right tackle and the miracle was 
complete. 

Following its second thou-shalt-not-pass stand, OSU 
punted from the one and Jakie Sandefer got back two 
yards to the 34. On first down Boyd bobbled the ball 
but recovered on the 35. Then Dick Carpenter ripped 
right tackle to the 31. 

For the third-and-seven effort, Boyd called a play 
that would have sent fullback David Rolle off left tackle. 
But, surveying the defense at the line, Boyd noticed the 
Cowboys were set up for an eight-man rush with men 
poised in the line gaps. 

Boyd changed the signal to a quarterback option to 
the right. Jere Durham and Jerry Tillery blocked the 
tackle and Jim Davis drove the guard to the inside. Boyd 
faked a pitchout, causing OSU’s linebacker and left end to 
flare to the outside, then cut sharply downfield. He 
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veered in front of Tony Banfield to get clear and last- 
pursuer Dick Soergel couldn't catch him. Wahoo Mc- 
Daniel added the 7-0 point with five minutes left. 

There was only nine yards difference in the rivals’ 
total offense figures, OU leading in rushing, 175-136, 
while OSU won the aerial battle, 51-21. 

Hobby hustled 62 yards in 13 tries, Gautt 32 in 11, 
Baker 25 in 13, Boyd 20 in three, D. Carpenter 13 in 
three, Sandefer 12 in four, Rolle seven in three and J. 
Carpenter four in six. 

Hobby accounted for OU’s 21 upstairs yards with 
one completion in four throws. 

D. Wood led Cowboy rushers with a net of 38 yards 
on nine junkets while Rundle got 34 on six, Banfield 27 
on nine, Wiggins 26 on nine, Campbell 26 on 14, Soergel 
minus-four on two, David Cross minus-four on two and 
Sewell minus-seven on five. 

Soergel hit half of his six tosses to notch the Pokes' 
51 yards passing. 


Oklahoma 21, Syracuse 6 


Playing with a revamped backfield that had sopho- 
more Bob Cornell pinch-hitting for ineligible David Baker 
at quarterback and senior Jakie Sandefer replacing soph 
Jimmy Carpenter at left half, Oklahoma shocked Syra- 
cuse with a pair of cross-country touchdown strikes in 
the first period and conquered the Orangemen, 21-6, be- 
fore 75,281 witnesses on an 80-degree first day of 1959 
in the Orange Bowl. 

In extending coach Bud Wilkinson's string of de- 
featless visits to Miami to four, the Sooners softened the 
Syracuses with Prentice Gautt’s 42-yard jab in the initial 
244 minutes and then delivered the knockout punch on a 
79-yard Brewster Hobby to Ross Coyle pass spectacular. 

The Normans managed only two of their patented 
long-distance drives all afternoon but were deadly in the 
one-play-all-the-way warfare, touchdown No. 3 coming on 
Hobby’s 40-yard flight with a punt in the third period. 

The massive Orange men quickly learned the Sooner 
speed was no myth. On their first possession, the Wilkin- 
sons unveiled a new play on which the fullback took a 
pitchout and ran wide. On first down Cornell, displaying 
no nervousness, flipped to Gautt, who sailed around the 
right side for 10 to the enemy 42. 

On second down, Gautt took Cornell's lateral and 
streaked to the left. Jerry Thompson's block got him 
clear and Prentice went all the way, with end Joe Rector 
eliminating safetyman Chuck Zimmerman at the five. 
Cornell gambled on a two-point pass, lost and OU had to 
settle for a 6-0 lead. 

Some eight minutes later, a Syracuse offensive ended 
when halfback Tom Stephens fumbled to Bob Harrison 
on the Sooner 19. Cornell gained two and then the 
OUs uncorked the play that had eyeballs popping. 

Hobby, running to his left, right-handed a flat pass 
to Coyle, who began weaving downfield in a manner 
that would have made the previous night's most inebriated 
celebrant look like he was walking a straight line. 

During Coyle’s zig-zag journey, Orange backs Ger 
Schwedes and Zimmerman both had two cracks at him. 
Gautt discouraged Zimmerman on the Syracuse 40, Coyle 
eluded Schwedes at the 35 and then, while swerving on 
goalward, Ross swooshed through the two again. The 
score hit 14-0 when Sandefer’s running shot found Hobby 
in the end zone 2:56 before round one was over. 

OU put together its only long offensives in the 
second period. Hobby’s four-yard scoring trip was wiped 
out by a holding call, after which Wahoo McDaniel mis- 
cued a field goal from the 17. Later, Bobby Boyd's alter- 
nates struck to the 18 before Jimmy Carpenter fumbled. 

With only a third of stanza three remaining, Mc- 
Daniel rolled a punt dead on Syracuse's 12. Pushed 
back to their five, the Orangemen kicked. Hobby caught 
the ball with all sails unfurled and swished 40 yards down 
the sideline to score as Rector and Thompson, authors 
of key blocks on Gautt’s earlier run, repeated. Boyd 
came in and converted for the 21-0 margin 12:37 after 
intermission. 
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Syracuse surged right back from kickoff, covering 
69 yards in eight thrusts. The final 23 yards were 
hacked out against OU's starters with halfback Mark 
Weber, carrying for the first and only time all day, 
drilling through right tackle for 15 and the touchdown. 
Zimmerman’s pass failed and the scoring was over with 
14:12 left. 

The Orangies drove 75 yards to OU’s 10 late but 
Sooner tackle G. A. Lewis prevented another touchdown 
by tossing Schwedes for a 14-yard loss. 

Thanks to drives of 69 and 75 yards, Syracuse out- 
dushed OU, 239-152, OU's top individual figure being the 
94 yards in six sashays logged by Gautt. D. Carpenter 
carried six times for 23, J. Carpenter eight for 21, Sande- 
fer eight for 11, Cornell three for seven, David Rolle 
seven for six, Boyd three for minus-one and Hobby three 
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Prentice Gautt breaks loose for a 
Orange Bowl victory over Syracuse. 


42-yard scoring run in a 


for minus-nine. 

Hobby’s one completion netted 79 yards and gave 
OU a 93-72 passing edge. Boyd hit one of two for 
eight and Cornell one of one for six. 

Recalling the help he got on a 79-yard run with a 
pass as OU whipped Syracuse, end Ross Coyle said, 
“Every time I looked up Joe Rector and Prentice Gautt 
were out ahead of me throwing blocks. They'd fire one, 
then get up and hit someone else. Boy, was I tired. I 
must have run 200 yards.” 

Syracuse coach Ben Schwartzwalder, calling OU’s 
swiftness the difference, said, “We couldn't convince our 
kids they had to play wide on defense. Before the game 
they couldn’t believe Oklahoma had that much speed. But 
they believe it now.” Bud Wilkinson commented, “If 
we played Syracuse again tomorrow, I wouldn’t be sur- 
prised if they beat us. They're that good. I, for one, 
am satisfied.” 


NEW KERR-McGEE BUILDING AT OKLAHOMA CITY... 
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If you are buying groceries for a 
growing boy, you well know the size of 
his appetite. 

But this is nothing compared with what 
his appetite will be—for energy. 

Actually, our nation’s “energy appe- 
tite’’ is expected to double within the 
next 35 years. How comfortably and 
securely future generations of Americans 
live depends primarily on how success- 
fully our non-renewable fossil-fuel 
reserves are supplemented by other 
energy sources. 


This was the central fact behind 
Kerr-McGee’s decision to become more 
than an oil company. We are today in 
the energy business. 

Rising from the plains of the great 


i 


rontier of —— 


Southwest with its deeply ingrained 
pioneer heritage, the Kerr-McGee build- 
ing represents a new outpost on the energy 
frontier. In the forefront of the ranks of 
“pioneers” challenging this frontier are 
Kerr-McGee geologists, chemists, engi- 
neers—technical experts of all kinds— 
dedicated to the development of FUELS 
FOR THE FUTURE. 

And because Kerr-McGee’s sights are 
on tomorrow, we bring you better 
products* today. 

KERR-McGEE OIL INDUSTRIES, INC. 

OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 

*TODAY Kerr-McGee's resources, research 

facilities and spirit of service are available 

to you in Deep Rock petroleum products 

... at independent service stations 

displaying the blue-and-yellow 

Deep Rock sign. 
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atphalt 
pipe wrop 
potash 


gasoline 
lubricants 
fuel oil 
solvents 
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Prentice Gautt pulls away from lowa State pursuers at the stort of a 48-yard touchdown dash 


Scoreboard 

Oklahoma 13 Northwestern 45 
Oklahoma 42 Colorado 12 
Oklahoma 12 Texas 19 
Oklahoma 23 Missouri 0 
Oklahoma 7 Kansas 6 
Oklahoma 21] Nebraska 25 
Oklahoma 36 Kansas State 0 
Oklahoma 28 Army 20 


Oklahoma 35 lowa State he 
Oklahoma 17 Oklahoma State 7 


234 7-3-0 146 








Big Red Accomplishments 





THOMPSON 


TEAM—Won Big Eight championship; Ran defeatiless streak in conference games to 75 before losing 


to Nebraska; Finished 15th in nation. 


INDIVIDUAL—Jerry Thompson made All-America. 





Co-Captains— 





Bobby Boyd, Garland, Texas, and G. A. 
Lewis, Wichita Falls. 


Sooner Assistants— 


Gomer Jones, Eddie Crowder,. J;... Di 
Roberts, Rudy Feldman and Bob Blaik. 


Team Roster 


Benien, Paul E 192 Tulsa 

Boyd, Bobby QB 180 Garland, Texas 
Bradiey, Lester G 211 Cushing 
Burks, Gene G 195 Royce City, Texas 
Byerly, Jim C 203 Crane, Texas 
Carpenter, Dick HB 178 Breckenridge, Texas 


Clapp, John QB 175 Shidler 

Cole, Joe HB 185 Wewoka 

Cornell, Bob QB 184 Oklahoma City 
Cox, Tom T 215 Amarillo, lexas 
Cunningham, Glenn E l Bristow 
Davis, Jim Tyler, Texas 
Davis, Sam G 190 Broken Arrow 
Dombek, Ronnie E 196 Henryetta 
Fellows, Ben Cc 197 Ames, lowa 
French, Johnny QB 17] Artesia, N.M. 
Gautt, Prentice rB 195 Oklahoma City 
Hartline, Ronnie FB 205 Lowton 
Hobby, Brewster “3 HB 174 Midwest City 


172 Gainesville, Texas 
198 Hillsboro, Texas 
196 Okahoma City 


Holt, Jackie H 
Jackson, Mickey T 
Johnson, Wallace FB 


Keadle, Dale FB 183 Stinnett, lexos 
Lang, Vernon G 195 Wichita Falls, Texas 
Levonitis, Bull C 188 Tulsa 

Lewis, Gilmer T Wichita Falls, Texas 
Lohmann, Phil E 200 Pauls Valley 
McClellan, Mike HB 180 Stamford, Texas 
McCoy, Jim FB 195 Okmugee 


McDaniel, Wahoo E 214 Midland, Texas 
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Metcalfe, Walt T 216 Oklahoma City 
Mitstead, Karl G 201 Athens, Texas 
Moore, Billy Jack G 204 Ada 
Morford, Brent 1 217 Lawton 
Morris, Max T 188 Littlefield, Texas 
Murray, Joe G 193 Ada 

Page, Bob QB, :«187 Borger, Texas 
Payne, Jerry G 188 Breckenridge, Texas 


Payne, Ronnie E 194 Breckenridge, Texas 
Pettibone, Jerry HB 170 Dallas, Texas 
Raley, Tommy E 178 Lawton 

Rowe, Jared QB 166 Ponca City 
Salmon, Elton FB 178 Lawton 

Scholl, Bob Cc 191 Wichita Falls, Texas 
Smith, Frank HB 180 Tahlequah 


Smith, Harold G 222 Borger, Texas 
Thompson, Jerry G 194 Ada 


abl Jerry E 199 El Reno 

Vaughan, Poul HB 180 Anadarko 

Wallace, Dale FB 192 Fort Worth, Texas 
Bartlesville 


Ward, Dennis T 195 
Weotts, Bill T 229 Putnam City 
Watts, Bennett H 170 Breckenridge, Texas 
Wells, Henry 4 211 Ada 


White, Bill 2 i 197 Amarillo, Texas 
Winblood, Bill Cc 198 Marietta 

Wyatt, Bobby T 206 Marow 
Yingling, Bob E 210 Lawton 

York. Marshall T 209 Amarillo, Texas 


Food Poisoning, Wind And Rain—A Royal Comeback at 
Dallas—A Nebraska Fiasco—and Another Conference Crown! 


Northwestern 45, Oklahoma 13 


Oklahoma’s Sooners went into their September 26 
opener with Northwestern sick, and came out sicker after 
absorbing a 45-13 trouncing in the rain and wind before 
50,813 spectators in Evanston and a national television 
audience. 

Some 42 hours after the infamous “food poisoning” 
incident in a Chicago night club, the Sooners suffered 
the worst defeat ever slapped on a Bud Wilkinson outfit. 
In the process the Sooners fumbled 12 times, losing five, 
while giving Northwestern the ball within eight, nine, 20 
and 37 yards of the goal. 

What chance OU had probably evaporated early 
when an illegal receiver downfield fine nullified a 50-yard, 
Bobby Boyd to Brewster Hobby pass play that carried 
to the Wildcat 25. 

The first quarter was still young when Northwestern 
signal caller Dick Thornton’s punt died on the OU nine. 
Three plays later, the snapback on an intended Wahoo 
McDaniel quick kick struck a player's leg. McDaniel 
tried to boot anyway but it was blocked by guard Joe 
Abbatiello with tackle Gene Gossage recovering on the 
nine. Fullback Mike Stock tunneled to the one, halfback 
Ray Purdin scored and Stock’s extra point made it 7-0 
with 6:18 gone. 

Moments later Bob Cornell’s nine-yard punt stopped 
at midfield and, on his first carry, All-American halfback- 
to-be Ron Burton bolted 29 yards. Thornton trotted seven 
and a personal foul fine shoved OU back to the eight. 
Thornton cut off the left side to score from the six and it 
was 13-0 after 9:16 when Stock’s placement failed. 

Cornell's 63-yard quick kick, followed by Jackie Holt’s 
13-yard punt runback to the enemy 45, let the Sooners 
climb into contention temporarily. Ronnie Hartline 
drilled six as the period ended and, with the starters in, 
Boyd rolled end for nine as the second quarter cloud- 
burst hit. 

Gautt plunges of five and four yards carried to the 
17, Boyd spun seven and OU scored 18:48 into the game 


Fullback Ronnie Hartline breaks into the clear against Texas. 
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on Jimmy Carpenter's seven-yard lob to Brewster Hobby. 
Jim Davis’ conversion lifted OU to within six points. 

Four plays after the kickoff, however, Burton bar- 
relled around right end, swerved back sharply and scooted 
62 yards to score. Bud Wilkinson said later, “Our men 
were tackling wildly and missing badly.” Jerry Tillery 
foiled Burton’s run at the extra points and it was 19-7 
with 8:38 left in the half. 


With the rain still coming down in sheets, Holt was 
hit by end Russ Asala and fumbled to guard Wayne 
Chamberlain on OU's eight. Thornton tossed to end Paul 
Yanke for the touchdown but the conversion failed 2:24 
before intermission. 

OU counterattacked to the 10 on Bob Page's 35-yard 
pitch to Holt but a fumble slowed the Sooners enough 
for the halftime clock to catch up. 

The Big Red ran a fourth-and-one play from its 20 
in the third round and Gautt was stacked up. After a 
clipping penalty, Thornton hot-footed it 22 yards after 
finding no pitching target and Burton toured right end 
to count from seven yards out. Burton’s pass was in- 
complete, leaving it at 31-7 with 7:12 gone. 

At the outset of the final heat, Boyd’s fumble was 
claimed by tackle Isaac Smith on the Sooner 37. Quar- 
terback Chip Holcomb passed 19 yards to Yanke for the 
touchdown 1:17 into the stretch but Paul Benien picked 
off Holcomh'’s conversion pass. 

Seconds later, Cat end Elbert Kimbrough snared a 
straying Boyd pitchout and rambled 47 yards to score. 
When Thornton’s pass to Purdin added two more points, 
it was 45-7 with 12:37 left. 

OU's alternates battled half the distance of the field 
in 10 tries to score a consolation touchdown 8:39 into 
the period. Bob Page's 10-yard strike to Holt put it on 
the five, Dick Carpenter rammed two and Holt dived 
into the end zone. Holt’s run for two was turned back. 


Oklahoma 42, Colorado 12 


Murderously intent upon recouping some of the 
prestige lost at Northwestern, Oklahoma's Sooners clubbed 
Colorado with touchdown blows four of the first five 
times they had possession and stormed to a 42-12 victory 
as 53,000 of the faithful howled in Norman October 4. 

The Wilkinsons, who completed their initial seven 
passes and had to punt only twice, opened scoring in the 
first quarter after Wahoo McDaniel helped Buff: halfback 
Dave Garvin fumble to center Jim Davis on the Sooner 
44. Prentice Gautt galloped nine and Bobby Boyd passed 
to Brewster Hobby for 14 and soph left half Mike Me- 
Clellan for 15 to the eight. Bovd scored from the three 
and Davis converted with 6:16 gone. 

McClellan, advanced to No. | left half when a pulled 
muscle shelved Jimmy Carpenter for the vear, inter- 
cepted a pass and sped 29 yards to OU's 44 early in the 
second stanza. McClellan fielded an errant pitchout on 
the hop and streaked 37 yards to the 10, a penalty pushed 
it to the five and Boyd sneaked over from the one. Davis’ 
placement made it 14-0 with 12:15 left in the half. 

End Ronnie Payne's interception on the 18 left OU 
poised for an 82-yard drive to touchdown No. 3. Boyd 
passed to Hobby for 21 then slid six to midfield. Gautt 
exploded for 15, then Hobby and McClellan worked a run- 
ning pass for 15 to the one. Boyd scored again, kept for 
two additional points and OU was rolling at 22-0 with 
10:43 gone in the period. 

When CU punted after the kickoff, Jackie Holt re- 
turned to the Buff 38. Cornell's pitch to Holt suddenly 
turned into a trick play, Holt handing back to Cornell 
and the quarterback lobbing a touchdown pass to Jerry 
Tillery. Hartline’s placekick put the 29-0 halftime score 


» 
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on the board. 

Guard Jerry Thompson pinned a no-gain sign on 
Buff fullback Loren Schweninger when he tried a fourth- 
and-one buck at his 35 early in the third heat and Gautt 
blasted nine yards to get the Sooners moving in high gear. 
Boyd's 20-vard flip to Hobby hit the eight and, after 
Dick Carpenter lost one, Boyd wheeled around right end 


to score. Davis kicked it up to 36-0 with 5:06 used up. 

One series later, Holt lugged a CU punt 35 yards to 
the 35 and then contributed an 11-length gain before the 
Sooner third-teamers took charge. Fullback Dale Keadle 
chugged 19 yards to the touchdown but Bennett Watts’ 
boot was low as OU closed its scoring 6:18 from the gun. 

Buff flinging sensation Gale Weidner completed four 
passes on an 87-yard foray that sent halfback Ron Mauer 
over from the one for the 42-6 touchdown. Then sub 
q-back Joe Dowler passed 15 yards to end Kirk Campbell 
for the other save-face score. 


Texas 19, Oklahoma 12 


Oklahoma hit Texas with a terrific 12-point punch 
in the first round but instead of going down the Steers 
decked the Sooners with a 13-point counter-barrage in the 
next period and conquered the Normans 19-12, as the 
usual 75,504 fans jammed the Cotton Bowl in Dallas 
October 11. 

Jackie Holt policed up quarterback Mike Cotten’s 
mistake on the UT 32 halfway through the initial inning 
and two Ronnie Hartline thrusts made it third and one. 
Cornell faked to the fullback, faded and heaved a 23- 
yard scoring shot to Jackie Holt. Jim Davis missed the 
extra point and OU settled for a shaky 6-0 edge after 
8% minutes. 

The Sooners buzzed 59 vards in seven tries on their 
next possession, Bobby Boyd's seven-pace slant being the 
longest gain before a fourth-and-one problem loomed at 
the Texas 33. 

Gambling, Boyd sent Dick Carpenter toward the near 
sideline with a pitchout. Prentice Gautt blocked, Car- 
penter executed a right-angle cut just shy of the boundary 
and sidelined it all the way. Gautt's crack at left tackle 
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failed to net two extra points but the Sooners were riding 
high at 12-0 with only 12:39 gone. 

It was well into the second period before Texas got 
untracked. Then the Steers stampeded 73 yards with 
senior right half Rene Ramirez ramrodding proceedings. 
On fourth-and-five at the OU 38, Ramirez left-handed a 
running pass to end Larry Cooper for 11. And it was 
third-and-five at the 11 when the same two repeated 
their act for a touchdown. Bobby Lackey’s placekick 
was low but the ball struck a Sooner and caromed through 
to lift Texas within five points 4:03 from intermission. 

On the kickoff, a clipping call shoved the Sooners 
back to their 11 and they decided to quick kick instead 
of trying to kill the remaining time. The Steers scratched 
11 yards to midfield where it appeared OU had them 
checkmated. But on a critical down, No. 3 q-back James 
Saxton rolled right and jetted 30 yards to the 20 before 
guard Karl Milstead stopped him. 

Bart Shirley bucked for short yardage and then 
snared a Saxton toss for 11 to the six. After Lackey 
came in and threw incomplete, fullback Mike Dowdle 
ripped the middle to the one. Only 18 seconds remained 
when he was tackled and it seemed time would expire 
before the Steers could organize another play. 

But Sooner co-captain G. A. Lewis had been hurt 
on the play and couldn't drag himself back to the Sooner 
side, so officials called time out. On the do-or-die down, 
Dowdle did and UT vaulted ahead. Mickey Jackson, 
subbing at tackle because both Lewis and other starter 
Marshall York had been lost for the afternoon, blocked 
Lackey’s placekick 10 seconds before intermission. | 


Texas struck suddenly for its third touchdown, a 
third-down pass from Cotten to left half Jack Collins 
covering 61 yards with the latter legging it 48 lengths. A 
completed Saxton to Ramirez aerial was nullified by a 
penalty and Lackey’s kick from the 25 was no good, 
leaving the Sooners with a chance at 19-12 as the clock 
showed 7:38 to play. 

The Wilkinsons gave it two good tries. They reached 
the 35 but a Boyd pass was intercepted by George Blanch. 
Then the Big Red drove to the 20. But Boyd overthrew 





Quarterback 


Carpenter, who was open on the 12, by inches and Cotten 
made an extra-effort diving interception 100 seconds 
from the gun. 


Oklahoma 23, Missouri 0 


Wahoo McDaniel’s quick kick and Jackie Holt’s pass 
interception started Oklahoma along the path to a 23-0 
decision over Missouri as 39,000 homecoming fans in 
Columbia suffered a slow death October 17. 

The Tigers, helped by a couple of the four fumbles 
OU lost during the day, held the Sooners scoreless until 
deep in the second period. Then McDaniel whacked a 
quick kick 74 yards and when quarterback Bob Haas 
passed in the danger zone, Holt picked it off and re- 
turned seven to the 36. 

Prentice Gautt wrapped runs of six and four yards 
around Brewster Hobby’s 13-pace strike and then Hobby 
hustled three more. Mike McClellan circled right end 
for six yards and six points 12:36 deep in round two, 
but McDaniel’s placekick was low and OU settled for 
a 6-0 halftime lead. 

The Sooners sprinted from the chute in the third 
period, Boyd bounding 39 yards to the Mizzou 46 with 
the kickoff. Boyd’s 12-yard pass to Ronnie Payne, Me- 
Clellan’s 16-length romp and Boyd's nine-stride effort 
helped the Sooners to the five but they ran out of gas. 


Holt hit Dick Carpenter for 13 yards and Carpenter 
returned the favor for seven to get the OUers rolling to- 
ward touchdown No. 2. With Ronnie Hartline butting 
14 and 10, the Sooners got to the eight but, faced with a 
fourth down there, sent Jim Davis back and he booted a 
25-yard field goal to provide breathing space at 9-0 with 
12:48 gone in the second half. 

The Big Red steamrolled 75 yards in 15 plays to kill 
Missouri's lingering hopes, the alternates accounting for 
the initial 35 lengths as Carpenter caught a nine-yard 
pass from Bob Cornell, grabbed a Holt heave for eight 
more and then squirted eight through tackle. 

When the starters took over, Gautt stepped six and 
Hobby boomed 21 to the 13. An offside penalty hurt 
temporarily but Boyd erased the pain by slipping off 
right tackle and touchdowning from the 14. Hobby turned 
left end for two points and it was 17-0 with 9:26 
remaining. 


A 66-yard foray wrapped up scoring. Gautt charged 


Bobby 
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Boyd (25) pitches ou! af the last split second toDick Carpenter (33)... who 


a dozen yards on two tries and Boyd breezed five, nine 
and 12 before the third-stringers assumed the chores at 
the 21. Page, Bennett Watts and Paul Vaughan carved 
out short gains to the three, from where Page scored 
through left tackle only 10 seconds from the gun. Page 
failed in an attempt to run for two more points. 


Oklahoma 7, Kansas 6 


By the margin of an extra point kick that almost 
didn’t get off the launching pad because of a low snap 
from center, Oklahoma nudged Kansas, 7-6, before 50,000 
surprised customers in Norman October 24. 

Bobby Boyd’s long-distance punt return led to the 
only score for the Sooners, who flubbed other chances at 
the seven and four, while Kansas used a 60-yard dash by 
halfback Dave Harris to push Oklahoma to the brink of 
defeat. But the Jays’ pass for two extra points was 
badly thrown. 

OU struck in the second quarter as Boyd returned 
a John Hadl punt 44 yards to KU’s 36 with Prentice Gautt 
and Jim Davis clearing the way. Boyd whirled around 
right end for 13, Gautt hit for three, McClellan loped six 
and then Boyd negotiated the left flank for 11 to the 
three, On third down, Boyd explored left guard to score 
from the one. 

On the try for point No. 7, the snapback was low. 
Boyd juggled it for an agonizing second but hurried it 
on to the tee in time for Davis to toe it through and the 
Sooners nursed the 7-0 edge the last 6:59 of the first half. 

Early in the third round, OU pounded down to the 
four, where it was fourth down. The Sooners feinted a 
field goal, Boyd leaping up and rolling to the right. He 
uncorked a pass which end Ronnie Payne barely brushed 
with his finger tips in the end zone. 

From his four es the third period proceeded, Hadl 
got off a tremendous, shot-out-the-gun boot that traveled 
an Owen Stadium-record 94 yards with help from a 28- 
mile per hour wind, OU’s return punt stopped on KU's 
35. Mailen gained five and then Harris rocked the boat 
with his 60-yard trek. 

The 6-2, 189-pound halfback speared through left 
guard and cut to the right boundary. Carpenter chal- 
lenged on the OU 23 but Harris swung inside to lose him. 
When KU coach Jack Mitchell flashed the go-for-broke 
sign, q-back Lee Flachsbarth retreated and passed. But 
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the effort was low, hit crouching field judge William 
Schmitz and caromed into the hands of OU’s Cornell. 

Jim Davis, whose extra point was the difference 
against Kansas, was asked what he thought as Bobby Boyd 
was fighting an eventually successful battle to get a low 
snap-back guided to the kicking tee. Jim said, “It was 
just a split second but it seemed like a year.” 


Nebraska 25, Oklahoma 21 


Nebraska literally kicked Oklahoma off its untouch- 
able perch in a shocker unreeled before 34,000 disbeliev- 
ing but happy homecomers in Lincoln October 31, using 
two field goals, a blocked quick kick and 61-yard punt 
return to hand the Sooners a 25-21 setback, their first in 
75 consecutive Big Eight Conference outings and the first 
in Bud Wilkinson's career. 

Things opened happily for the Sooners, who scram- 
bled 72 yards in nine plays to score with the opening 
kickoff. Mike McClellan bursts of 13 and 11 lengths were 
followed by Brewster Hobby efforts of eight and 12. 
Bobby Boyd hit Hobby for nine and Brewster added a 
nine-yard end run. Prentice Gautt catapulted over from 
the seven on his first carry of the day, Jim Davis con- 
verted and 3:50 into the game the Sooners were off and 
running—they thought. 

Nebraska utilized a fouled-up fair catch and an end 
zone punt that hit the back of a blocker to set up a 43- 
vard drive to its first tally. It was fourth down on the 
one when quarterback Harry Tolly jump-passed to left 
end Dick McDaniel for the six points. Shooting for the 
lead, the Huskers used a pass by Pat Fischer but it was 
high 1:32 into the second round. 

As the second period neared the halfway point, OU's 
Bob Cornell went back to quick kick. The snap was high 
and when he tried to boot the ball it either slithered off 
the side of his foot or was deflected by onrushing line- 
backer Jim Moore. Nobody can agree on which but 
everyone knows Husker guard Leroy Zentic grabbed the 
richochet and rumbled 36 yards to boost Nebraska ahead, 
12-7. Ron Meade’s kick was wide 7:56 before  in- 
termission. 

OU hopped back ahead with a 54-yard retaliatory 
strike. Ronnie Hartline legged 11 “vards to the right and 
Hobby 10 yards to the left, after which Jackie Holt hurtled 


king of Prentice Gautt (38) for a 34-yard scoring jaunt against Texas. 
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six. Hobby hugged Cornell’s pass for nine, then punched 
nine more to the nine. At the six, Cornell changed sig- 
nals from a fullback slant to quarterback sneak because 
the Huskers were over-shifted and twisted into the end 
zone. Davis’ boot was good and OU’s 14-12 advantage 
lasted the 4:36 remaining to halftime. 

Someone forgot to tell the Huskers they were sup- 
posed to collapse in the second half. Instead, they drove 
27 yards to OU’s six and, when momentum was lost there, 
Meade teed up and booted a 22-yard field goal that put 
NU ahead to stay, 15-14, with 10:10 gone in round three. 

After OU’s three safeties watched a punt fall dead on 
the four, Wahoo McDaniel got off a 54-yard boot. Fischer 
fielded it, shrugged off some sloppy tackling attempts and 
rocketed 61 yards before Hobby overhauled him at the 
four with a tremendous effort. On the third play, 
Tolly strained over and Meade’s boot made it a half-safe 
22-14 with 9:57 left. 

Shortly afterward, Nebraska got a chance to salt the 
decision away, guard Don Olson plopping on Hartline’s 
fumble at the Sooner 43. Fischer's 10-yard end run and a 
personal foul on OU put the Huskers on the 16. When 
they failed to advance any farther, Meade came in and 
belted a 33-yard field goal home from an angle to pad 
NU’s advantage to 25-14 with 7:12 to go. 

Shocked into action at last, the Sooners needed only 
2:44 to swish 67 yards in nine plays. Gautt gobbled 
up 19, Boyd passed to Hobby for 29 and then, failing to 
find a receiver, skipped around right end for 16 to the 12. 
It was fourth-and-two at the three when Gautt rampaged 
into the end zone. Davis’ placement narrowed the deficit 
to 25-21 and OU had one more chance in the final 4:07. 

The Sooners wrested possession from the Huskers 
with 2:25 left and 59 yards needed. Gautt'’s eight-yard 
jaunt was sandwiched between Boyd aerials of 19 yards 
to McDaniel and nine to Hobby. On a fourth-and-two 
play at the 31, Gautt powered three for new life. 

The Sooners went down with all guns blazing but 
suddenly were shooting blanks. Two passes fell incom- 
plete and then Boyd’s long pass into the end zone went 
directly to Meade, who clutched it—and the victory— 
25 seconds from pandemonium time. 

After Nebraska became the first team to beat his 
Sooners in the Big Eight to leave OU’s 1959 record at 
3-3, Bud Wilkinson said, "I must not be doing a good job 
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of coaching or the team wouldn’t continue to make the 
same type of basic mechanical errors so repeatedly in 
every game. I have always believed they were controllable 
if a team had the morale and discipline which results 
from proper leadership.” 


Oklahoma 36, Kansas State 0 


Turning point of the 1959 season came 39 minutes 
into the Kansas State tussle at Manhattan November 7. 
The Sooners, staggering along with a 3-3 record, owned 
only a 7-0 edge over the conference cellar dwellers at 
that juncture. During a frustrating first half, the Soon- 
ers had fumbled three times, had a touchdown beckoned 
back because of a penalty, faltered at the Cat one and 
seven and missed a 12-yard field goal try. 

Then Jim Davis, the senior center, intercepted a pass 
on the K-State 40 and thudded down the sideline to the 


_ three, tacking on the last dozen yards after losing a de- 


fender with a halfback-like fake at the 15. Two plays 


later, fullback Ronnie Hartline brawned across from the 
‘two and converted for a 14-0 lead, and the Sooners rolled 
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on to a 36-0 decision as 12,500 watched. 

Davis’ interception furnished the jolt that turned the 
Sooners into the killers of old. A few minutes later. 
quarterback Bob Cornell picked off a deflected pass and 
lunged four yards to the enemy 29. A three-yard probe 
by Hartline and 11-yard running pass from left half Jackie 
Holt to right half Dick Carpenter were partially offset 
by a five-yard offside assessment. 

But on the next play, Hartline steamed through left 
tackle, flattened a would-be tackler at the seven and 
tacked up the 20-0 touchdown on a 20-yard trip. 

In the fourth quarter, the QUers set sail from their 
48. Bobby Boyd, who didn’t start at quarterback be- 
cause of bruised ribs but bossed the Sooner alternates 
to the initial four touchdowns, tossed a 20-yard, first- 
down strike to end Jerry Tillery. Then Boyd veered 
around the left flank for 31 more, being shoved out a 
yard from paydirt. Three brutal line smashes later, Boyd 
snaked over from less than a foot away. Dick Carpenter 
ran left end for two points and a 28-0 bulge with 8:45 left. 

The last of four post-intermission interceptions ar- 
ranged the final touchdown. No. 3 quarterback Bennett 
Watts stole a pass on the Kansans’ 32 and made it to the 
28. In four tries, a team composed of the third line and 
a secondary of Watts, starter Brewster Hobby, second 
=~ half Holt and No. 3 fullback Dale Keadle had the 
tally. 

Big lick was a 17-yard flip from Watts to end Dale 
Perini on first down. Watts scored from a foot out and 
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Halfback Mike McClellan juggles the pitchout, then sprints 6 yards to score in a 23-0 conquest of Missouri. 


110 


then slipped off left tackle for two additional points to 
post the final score. 

Before breaking it up with a four-touchdowns-in- 
1314-minutes flurry, the Sooners had been able to over- 
come Wildcat resistance and their own faults only long 
enough to count once. That was the second time they 
had possession when jaunts of 24 and 15 yards by Hart- 
line fueled a 44-yard offensive that was capped by Holt’s 
four-vard dive. Hartline converted for the first of 14 
points he scored during the afternoon. 


Oklahoma 28, Army 20 


Oklahoma’s Sooners collected what Lady Luck owed 
them from earlier in the season, parlayed it witha slam- 
bang, all-out effort and knocked off Army, 28-20, despite 
a 297-yard aerial barrage by Cadet quarterback Joe Cald- 
well that had the throng of 59,000 sweating in 28-degree 
weather in Norman November 14. 

Caldwell set West Point marks for both yards and 
completions (21 in 42 pegs). But Oklahoma, although 





zeroed in the air, whipped Army in the rushing warfare, 
201-91, intercepted two passes and picked up three foe 
fumbles while losing only one bobble themselves. 

With All-America halfback Bob Anderson slowed by 
a leg injury, Army put all its eggs in Caldwell’s basket 
and he came out slinging from the opening gun. To get 
a 58-yard, seven-play surge started Caldwell tossed 10 
yards to famed “Lonesome End” Bill Carpenter. From 
the OU 37 Caldwell threw into the right flat to halfback 
George Kirschenbauer, who skimmed the sideline to 
payoff land with Carpenter tossing a block. Frank 
Blanda’s placekick was wide but Army had a 6-0 lead 
with only 2:42 gone. 

Later in round one, Army marched to the 35 but 
center Jim Bverly picked off a deflected pass on the 30 
and OU lashed out with a 70-yard, go-ahead counter-of- 
fensive. Brewster Hobby split the right side for 21 yards 
to the 39 and Prentice Gautt gunned 24 to the seven. 

Bobby Boyd’s fumble, half of OU’s total, was snared 
by teammate Jerry Thompson as the breaks started com- 
ing the Sooners’ way. At the one Boyd tried right tackle. 
He was halted but pitched wide to Mike McClellan, who 
sailed into the end zone. Jim Davis’ placement put OU 
ahead 7-6, with 14:23 played. 

Halfway into round two, Wahoon McDaniel punted 
dead on the Army seven. When Kirschenbauer tried a 
sweep he was hit by Davis and fumbled in the end zone. 
Sophomore end Paul Benien recovered for a touchdown 
and, after a penalty, Davis converted from the 15 to 
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build OU's advantage to 14-6 with 7:47 left in the half. 

From kickoff, Army swirled 73 yards to score, Key 
pickup was Caldwell’s 23-vard shot to Zailskas on the 22 
and the six points were collected on a 10-vard toss from 
Caldwell to end Don Usry 1:51 before intermission. 
McDaniel slapped down an Anderson pass that would 
have tied it up. 

When Anderson fumbled the second half bootoff, 
McDaniel nailed him on the seven. OU end Jerry Til- 
lery knocked fullback Al Rushatz loose from the ball and 
Hobby claimed it on the nine. On first down Boyd 
missed an intended handoff but alertly swung wide and 
whipped around right end for the touchdown. Davis 
goaled and it was 21-12 only 43 seconds into the third 
period. 

A clipping call rubbed out Hobby’s 51-yard punt re- 
turn to the 17 later in the same round but the Sooners 
slashed 62 vards to the 23 before Boyd overthrew Tillery 
on fourth down. 

On the final play of the third quarter, tackle Jerry 
Thompson racked halfback Henry Minor, causing a 
fumble to Davis on the West Point 20, Boyd traipsed 
around left end for 11, McClellan went the other way for 
seven and Boyd sneaked over from the one. Davis con- 
verted for an apparently safe 28-12 bulge 43 seconds 
into the stretch. 

But Caldwell passed Army 70 vards from the kickoff 
to make it tight again. Without missing, Caldwell hit 
Carpenter for 17, end Francis Gibson for 21, Carpenter 
for 11 and Gibson for 20. That put it on the one and 
Rushatz crashed over. Caldwell tossed to Kirschenbauer 
for two extra points and the Cadets were within passing 
distance of a deadlock with 11:28 still on the elock. 


Oklahoma 35, lowa State 12 


Iowa State’s Cinderella Cyclones, possessors of (1) a 
surprising 7-2 record and (2) Orange Bowl hopes, lost 
both at Norman November 21 as Oklahoma scored on 
three of its initial four offensives and retained its Big 
Fight championship with a 35-12 triumph achieved before 
47.000 customers. 

For the second week in a row, the Sooners struck 
out in the pitching department, but they had to punt 
only once while fashioning touchdown drives of 82, 74, 
59 and 55 lengths and also scoring after a 56-yard punt 
return. 

OU fumbled on its 30 early but Wahoo McDaniel 
intercepted a Dwight Nichols pass and returned it 17 
yards to his 41 to set up the Sooners’ initial touchdown. 
Quarterback Bobby Boyd raced 23 yards through the 
left side to get it and Jim Davis’ placement made it 7-0 
with the game 5:12 old. 

Jackie Holt’s 56-yard punt runback arranged a 34- 
yard foray to the 14-0 tally. Ten plays were required and 
on five of the last seven the ball-lugger was fullback 
Ronnie Hartline, who counted from the three. Davis did 
his duty 12:07 into the game. 

From the kickoff, I-State trudged 54 yards to get 
back into the picture. Fullback Tom Watkins contributed 
a vital seven-yard spurt and the six points were collected 
on wingback Mike Fitzgerald’s diving catch of a 19-yard 
Nichols pass. McDaniel blocked Jim Stebbens’ kick 2:16 
deep in quarter No, 2. 

Then it was OU’s turn to seore after kickoff, a 74- 
yard, 16-play march widening the breach to 21-6. The 
alternates picked up all but 12 of the yards, Bob Cornell's 
ll-stride effort being their longest gain. From the 12, 
Boyd ran the right side for eight and then, stacked up 
going left, pitched out to Brewster Hobby for the touch- 
down. Davis’ placement was good 6:20 before rest-time. 

The Cyclones took the second half kickoff and 
scrapped 62 yards with Nichols running 15 and passing 
11 to Fitgerald. A piling penalty rolled OU back to the 
12, Watkins channeled three and six and Nichols’ plunge 
made it first down on the two. Watkins’ third attack from 
there netted the touchdown but when Nichols faked a 
placekick and tried a pass that would have cut the dif- 
ference to seven points, Sooner center Jim Byerly broke 
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it up. 

An exchange of interceptions involving Fitzgerald and 
Bovd arranged the scenery for OU's 82-yard drive to the 
28-12 touchdown. Boyd, quarterbacking the alternates be- 
cause Bob Cornell had bruised a knee, directed them to 
the Cyclone 40 with Dick Carpenter chipping in an |1- 
vard caper. 

Then the starters came back. Prentice Gautt thumped 
seven and five vards to lead a charge to the 19 and carried 
on four of the five plays from there before bulling over 
oat the two. Davis’ kick came three seconds into round 
our. 

The final tally was a Gautt production, too. The big 
fullback smacked seven to the State 48 and then went all 
the way with Hobby and Ronnie Payne helping him 
through the line and Jerry Thompson, McDaniel and 
Jerry Payne tossing blocks downfield. Davis closed scor- 
ing 2:51 from the gun. 


Oklahoma 17, Oklahoma State 7 


Using a 3l-vard fourth-quarter cruise to gain control 
for the second year in a row, Oklahoma fought past 
double-tough Oklahoma State, 17-7, before 59,000 closing 
day fans in Norman November 28. 

In 1958, quarterback Bobby Boyd had broken up a 
scoreless duel by scampering 31 yards with five minutes 
left. This time around, fullback Ronnie Hartline blared 
the same distance to yank OU out of a 7-3 hole 11:13 from 
the end. 

Three interceptions by Cowboy halfback Tony Ban- 
field, two of them blunting drives that had reached the 
10 and 18, helped keep the Big Red at bay after Cliff 
Speegle’s troops tromped 61 vards in 16 plays, plus a 
penalty, for its touchdown in the second round. 

Dick Soergel's 16-yard pass to end Billy Dodson 
carried to the Sooner 45 and a shot to Vernon Sewell 
added five. Facing fourth-and-four at the 39, the Aggies 
punted but OU was offside and OSU had new life at the 
34. After a six-yard pickup by Sewell, fourth-and-one 
difficulty at the 15 was solved by Banfield’s reverse to 
the 14. It was fourth-and-goal on the three when Soergel 
faked right and threw a quick jump pass to Dodson in 
the end zone. Dodson converted 8:24 into the second 
quarter. 

The Sooners swept 54 yards to the 10 with the kick- 
off but Banfield turned in an interception and returned 
to the 11 with 80 seconds to go. On the first play, how- 
ever, David Cross fumbled and Ronnie Hartline recovered 
for OU on the 10. 

Two clouts by Gautt and one by Boyd, who quarter- 
backed both units, netted only five yards so Jim Davis 
set up shop and slapped home a 21-yard fieldgoal 53 
seconds before intermission. 

In the third period, the Sooners hammered to the 
two and 12 but couldn’t push across. But when Banfield 
punted to his 44 early in the stretch the stage was set 
for Hartline’s heroies. Ronnie Payne made a diving grab 
of Jackie Holt’s toss on the 31 and then Hartline bored 
through the middle and broke free. getting help downfield 
from Paul Benien. Davis goaled and OU had a 10-7 
advantage 3:47 into round four. 

In charge now, the Sooners ate up 10 minutes of the 
remaining time with an 81-yard, 16-try trip to another 
six-pointer. Boyd contributed 15 and 13-yard chunks of 
terrain and Gautt and Hartline also were effective as the 
Sooners moved to the 18. It was fourth-and-one there 
when Hartline shot through the left side and dynamited 
to the one before Cross flagged him down. Boyd sneaked 
in and Davis converted only 90 seconds from the go- 
home hour. 

Looking back on a 7-3 year, his worst, Bud Wilkinson 
observed, “Although our seasonal record is not as good as 
in the past, I am as proud of this team as any I ever 
coached. At the beginning. almost everything that could 
happen to hinder normal progress and development did 
happen. However, our men had the courage and morale 
to keep practicing hard and improve. In our last three 
zames, we became a fine football team.”’ 
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Trophies 


Tangible evidence of the exploits and accomplishments of the Wilkinson teams, aside from the individual 
awards for best performances, are the trophies collected by Big Red squads from 1947 through 1959. Shown above 
and numerically keyed left to right from the top, are: (1) 1954 Orange Bowl, (2) 1958 Big 7, (3) Father 
O’Donnell National Championship, retired by the Sooners in 1956 on three titles, ’56, 55 and 750, (4) 1956 
United Press National Championship, (5) 1959 Big 7, (6) 1958 Orange Bowl, (7) 1957 Big 7, (8) 1955 Grant- 
land Rice National Championship, (9) 1956 Orange Bowl, (10), 1956 Grantland Rice National Championship, 
(11) 1959 Orange Bowl, (12) 1956 Big 7, (13) 1949 Sugar Bowl, (14) 1956 Washington Touchdown Club Na- 
tional Championship, (15) 1951 Sugar Bowl, (16) 1955 Washington Touchdown Club National Championship, 
(17) 1950 Sugar Bowl, (18) 1955 Big 7, (19) 1954 Big 7, (20) 1953 Big 7, (21) 1952 Big 7, (22) 1951 Big 7, 
(23) 1950 Big 7, (24) 1947 Big 6, shared with Kansas, (25) 1948 Big 7, (26) 1949 Big 7. (Photographed 
at the “O” Club in Norman, where most of the trophies are on permanent display.) 
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= bottlers everywhere salute Coach Bud Wilkinson for his outstand- 
ing and dedicated contributions to the world of sport... and in particular for 
his fine contribution to The Coca-Cola Bottler library of Sports Training Films 
—“The Running Back.” This film will continue to be a great help to athletic 


coaches across the country in teaching important fundamentals of football 
to the nation’s youth. COPYRIGHT © 1960, THE COCA-COLA COMPANY, COCA-COLA IS A REGISTERED TRADEMARK. 





In every field there is one recognized leader, standing as 
tall above the others as the white tower of the Matterhorn 
in its solitary majesty above the neighboring Alpine peaks. 


We of Globe Color Press treasure our reputation for pro- 
duction of fine quality printing. We pledge all our skills and 
all our energies to keeping this reputation intact. 


—— 
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